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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

During the 1830's the  Democratic and Whig p a r t ie s ,  the f irs t  

modern p o li t ica l  p a r t ie s ,  emerged in the United S ta te s .  By 1840 each  

party had m obilized in alm ost every s ta te  the full panoply of the m ass 

party . Virtually every four-year period from 1836 to 1852 w as a cycle  

of a cce le ra t in g  e n th u s ia sm , and the claims of each party to rep resen t 

the  American way becam e most vociferous during each  Presiden tia l cam 

paign . The "Log Cabin Campaign" of 1840, by a ll  accoun ts  the most in

te n se  of the  period , w as  marked with a ll  the  excitem ent of the new and 

innocen t ,  while  the  1852 cam paign , the la s t  P res iden tia l campaign for 

the  W higs , w as  re la t iv e ly  q u ie t .

Around the c o n te s ts  of th e se  two parties  h is to rians  have organ

ized  much of our unders tand ing  of po lit ica l  life in tha t period . The great 

le a d e rs — Jackson , C lay , Van Buren, Calhoun, and o th e rs— and the  great 

i s s u e s — ta r i f f s ,  b an k s ,  in ternal improvements— have claim ed the l io n 's  

share  of our a t ten tio n .  One "partic ipan t"  tha t has received  l i t t le  a t te n 

t io n ,  how ever, is the e le c to ra te ,  the  great m ass  of nam eless  v o te rs .  Too 

o ften , a ssum ptions  about the ir  behavior have re s ted  on random im pressions  

or on a s tock  set of quo ta tions  from dom estic  and foreign o b se rv e rs .  The 

e lec to ra te , '  perhaps b eca u se  it is  a n a m e le s s ,  unw ie ldy , and apparently

2
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le s s  human m a s s ,  has  not rece ived  the  system atic  study h is to rians  give 

to the ir  more favored su b jec ts  .

. For a long time h is to r ian s  were in general agreem ent, often im

p l ic i t ly ,  tha t  economic i s s u e s  caused  party  d iv is io n .  Through the long 

a scen d an cy  of p rogress ive  his tory  in the  firs t  half of the tw entie th  c en 

tury,^- an  economic de term inism , sometimes un co n sc io u s ,  decreed  that 

economic con flic ts  brought pa rtie s  into being and sus ta ined  their r iva lry . 

T hus, d ifferen t economic c l a s s e s  cons ti tu ted  the  m ass following of the  

p a r t ie s .  H is to rians  offering an economic in te rpre ta tion  sometimes empha

s ized  d ifferen t c l a s s e s  as  the most s ig n if ic an t ,  but th e se  d ifferences  were 

v a ria t io n s  on a them e: Democrats came from the poor and W higs from the 

r ich  c l a s s e s .  Given th e se  c la s s  b a s e s  of party support it followed that 

D em ocratic  ideology and party programs tended to be r a d ic a l ,  democratic, 

and h u m an ita r ia n ,  w hile  Whiggery tended to be co n se rv a tiv e ,  a r is tocra tic ,  

and property -m inded .

The c la s s e s - in te rp r e ta t io n  of Democrats and W higs has  been  the 

cen tra l  e lem ent of the  concep t known a s  "Jacksonian  D em ocrary ."  C la ss  

conflic t  be tw een  Dem ocrats and W higs probably reached  its  apogee not in 

1836 or 1840 but in 1945 w ith  the  publica tion  of Arthur S ch les in g er 's  The Aae

*The r i s e  and a scen d en cy  of p rogressive  h is tory  are  d is c u s s e d  by 
John Higham in John Higham, w ith Leonard Krieger and Felix  G ilbert,  H is 
tory (Englewood C lif f s ,  New Jersey: P re n t ic e -H a l l , I n c . ,  1965), p p . 171-97 .
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of Jack so n , one of the most thoroughgoing economic in te rpre ta tions  of 

the  Jackson ians  and the ir  o p p o n e n ts . The Age of Tackson appeared at 

the  beginning of a period in which p rogressive  orthodoxies were coming 

under sharp a t ta c k .  According to John Higham, h is to rians  were looking 

at a l leg ed ly  libera l movements in a c r i t ica l  sp ir i t ,  and challenging  the  

s ign if icance  of economic c o n f l ic ts .

By the m id-F ifties  . . . the  new re sea rch  w as having a cum ula
tive  impact on the whole shape of American h is to ry . One after ano th 
e r ,  the  grea t c r i s e s ,  which progressive  h is to rians  had dep icted  as  
turning poin ts  in the  b a tt le  be tw een democracy and p riv i leg e ,  came 
under fresh  exam ination . In each  c a se  the sca le  of conflic t seemed 
to sh rink . Sharp d iv is io n s  be tw een p e r io d s ,  s e c t io n s ,  g roups, and 
ideo log ies  d is a p p e a re d . ^

Nothing i l lu s t ra te s  th is  be tte r  than  the  re -exam ination  of Jackson

ian  D em ocra ts ,  in sp ire d ,  som ew hat, by S ch le s inger 's  provocative book. 

Much of the  re v is io n ,  w hile  eroding the b a se s  of the  economic in te rp re 

ta t io n ,  seem ed to be d irec ted  a t e s tab lish in g  a point made by Ralph Waldo 

Emerson in .the  1840 's . A nticipating our contem poraries Bray Hammond and 

Richard H o fs tad te r ,  Emerson s a id ,  referring to p a r t ie s ,  tha t

However men p le a se  to s ty le  th e m se lv e s ,  I see  no other than  a 
co n se rv a tiv e  pa rty . You are not only iden tica l  w ith  us in your needs, 
but a lso  in your method and a im s . You quarrel w ith my co n se rv a tism , 
but it is  only to build  up one of your ow n .^

2
Arthur S ch les in g er ,  Tr. , The Age of Tackson (Boston: L i t t le ,  Brown 

and C o. , 1945).
3Higham, H is to ry , pp. 213-14.
4

Quoted in Arthur I .  Ladu, "Emerson: Whig or D em ocra t,"  New Eng
land Q u a r te r ly , XIII, 3 (September, 1940), 439. Bray Hammond, Banks and 
P o li tics  in America from the Revolution to the Civil War (Princeton: Princeton
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The rev is ion  of the 1950's seconded  Emerson in em phasizing  the 

s im ila r i t ie s  betw een Democrats and W higs. Democrats seemed to be men 

poorer than  Whigs who w ished  to become r ic h .  "While the  Democrats lo s t  

much of the ir  repu ta tion  a s  ra d ica ls  and h u m an ita r ian s , h is to rians  s t i l l  

tended  to p lace  them below the W higs in socio -econom ic  s t a t u s , even as , 

in some s tu d ie s ,  c la s s  l in es  be tw een parties  began to b lu r .^

Around 1960 rev is io n  en tered  a new phase  a s  h is to r ian s  began to
g

question  d irec tly  the  axiom of c la s s  d iv is io n s  be tw een  p a r t ie s .  Lee 

Benson, in The Concept of Tacksonlan Democracy; New York As a Test C ase  

(1961), sy s tem a tica l ly  ana lyzed  the e lec to ra te  of a major s ta te  and showed 

tha t in New York in the  1840's the Democrats and W higs had drawn the ir  

le ad e rs  and m ass  support'from roughly the same socio -econom ic  groups, 

both  high and low s ta tu s .  Benson found tha t e thnocultu ra l and re lig ious  

d iffe rences  seem ed far more important than  economic d ifferences  in d e te r 

mining the party  loyalty  of soc ia l  g roups. New York Whigs and Democrats, 

a l s o ,  did not differ s ign if ican tly  in the s ty le s  of p e rsu as iv e  rhetoric  w ith

U nivers ity  P re s s ,  1957). Richard H ofs tad te r ,  The American Politica l Tradi- 
t ion  (New York: A. A. Knopf, 1947).

^For a review of changing in terpreta tions see  C harles  Grier S e l le rs ,  Jr. 
"Andrew Jackson Versus the  H i s to r i a n s ,11 M is s is s ip p i  Valiev H is to rica l Re
view  (MVHR), XLIV, 4 (M arch, 1958), 615-34; Higham, H is to ry , pp. 216-18, 
d i s c u s s e s  S ch les in g er1 s book and reac tio n s  to i t ,

0
Richard P. M cCormick, "New P erspec tives  on Jacksonian  Politics," 

American H is to rica l  Review (AHR), LXV (January, 1960), 288-301.
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w hich  they appea led  to the e lec to ra te .  "Agrarian" rh e to r ic ,  for exam ple, 

could not be considered  d is t in c t iv e ly  D em ocratic . New York provided 

no ev id en ce ,  e i th e r ,  for the trad it iona l linkage betw een the "democratic, 

e g a l i ta r ia n ,  hum anitarian  movements" of the 183 0 's  and 1840's and the 

Democratic Party . Further, the  D em ocracy 's  "ideology and program d e 

rived from the  old doc trines  of s ta te s  r ig h ts ,  strong ex ec u t iv e ,  freedom 

of c o n sc ie n c e ,  and the new doctrines  of negative  government. "But," 

a sk e d  Benson, "why equate  th o se  doctrines  w ith dem ocracy? Why make

the party tha t  advoca ted  them e ithe r  the champion or the  instrum ent" of
7

the reform m ovem ents?

Benson concluded  tha t

1) The concep t of Jacksonian  Democracy has  obscured  ra ther than 
illum inated  the  course  of New York his tory  after 1815. . . . / a n d /
2) Since even ts  in New York are  invariably c ited  by h is to r ian s  who 
a ccep t  some v ers ion  of the c o n cep t ,  system atic  re sea rc h  may find 
tha t in o ther s ta te s  the  concep t a lso  does not conform to r e a l i t y .8

In th is  co n tex t ,  th e n ,  I have turned to the N orthw est, to the new 

State of M ichigan which en tered  the  Union in 1837, and to Wayne County 

in p a r t icu la r ,  to t e s t  ce r ta in  a sp e c ts  of the "Jacksonian Democracy" con 

cep t under conditions  somewhat d ifferent from those  studied by Benson.

The e le c to ra te ,  pa rticu la rly  a t  the  town le v e l ,  and party p o li t ic s  in general,

Lee Benson, The C oncent of Tacksonian Democracy (Princeton: 
Princeton U niversity  P re s s ,  1861), pp. 331-32.

g
B enson , p . 333 .
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1837-1852, have been stud ied  system atica lly  to de term ine , f i r s t ly ,  the  

so c ia l  b a s e s  of voting behav io r .  Besides W ayne, in tens ive  study has 

been  made of towns in three  other eas te rn  M ichigan c o u n tie s ,  W ash tenaw , 

O akland , and H il lsd a le .

To some extent data  perta in ing to a ll  the counties  in the s ta te  was 

re l ie d  upon, but voting and demographic data from the four-county  group 

co n sti tu ted  the  hard core of ev id en ce .  For 32 towns an occupationa l and 

na tiona l orig ins profile of po ten tia l vo ters  in each  town w as  tabu la ted  by 

hand from the 1850 federal c en su s  m anusc rip ts .  This involved a head -co u n t 

and c ro s s - ta b u la t io n  of over 4900 ind iv idua ls  for Wayne County alone in 

1850. Thus, the  re la t iv e  proportions in the towns of cer ta in  socio-econom ic  

groups ( e , fa rm -ow ners ,  t e n a n t s ,  lab o re rs ,  sk illed  w o rk e rs , e t c . ) and 

e thnocultu ra l groups (native born , New England born, German born, e t c .) 

could be determ ined w ith  some acc u ra cy .  The 1850 m anuscrip t of Social 

S ta t is t ic s  a lso  provided a fa irly  re l iab le  measure of the re la t iv e  propor

t ion  of re lig io u s  denom inations in to w n s h ip s , with the number of church 

s e a ts  a s  the b a s ic  unit of m easurem ent. This soc io -eco n o m ic ,  e thnocu l

tu ra l ,  and re lig ious  d a ta ,  when compared to the voting hab its  of the  towns, 

w as  the  b a s ic  data  for determining w hich groups supported the p a r t ie s .  Two 

recen t  s tu d ie s  of Wayne County were invaluable  in providing system atic  

da ta  on party leadersh ip  and the economic e li te  in Wayne County in 1844: 

Lawrence H. Sabbath , "Analysis of the Politica l Leadership in Wayne County,
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M ichigan, 1844, and Alexandra McCoy, 11 Political Affiliations of American 

Economic E lites : Wayne County, Michigan, 1844, 1860, As A Test C ase ."10 

M cC oy 's  study in p a rticu la r ,  with its  sk illfu l use of m ultivariate  a n a ly s i s ,  

provided strong corroboration for conclus ions  which Preached independently  

reg a rd in g th e  s ign if ican t determ inants  of po li t ica l  choice in Wayne C oun ty .

The C ia s s e s - in te rp re ta t io n  of Democrats and Whigs fa iled  to p a ss  

m uster in Wayne, W ashtenaw , Oakland, and H illsda le  counties, a n d , as  far as  

could be determined, in a l l  of M ichigan a s  w e l l . Similar socio-econom ic  groups 

supported both pa rties  . Although Wayne C ounty 's  economic e li te  had a strong 

Whig preference , McCoy1 s a n a ly s is  showed that re lig ious be lie fs  and e thnocu l

tu ra l  conditioning  probably had far grea ter influence in determining party choice 

among the e l i te  than  "economic i n t e r e s t T h i s  appeared to be overwhelmingly so 

among the p a r t ie s '  m ass  fo llow ings.

Inde term in ing  who voted for whom, one inevitab ly  becomes involved in 

the  ques tio n  of why . Explaining why cer ta in  soc ia l  groups voted a s  they  did is 

a complex and challeng ing  ta  sk, and the explanations  to be offered make no p re

te n se  of being  com plete or f ix e d . Social c leav ag es  ra ther than group adjustm ent 

and accord  have claim ed m ost a t ten tion  b ecau se  the conflic ts  among e thnocultura l 

and re l ig io u s  groups, or subcu ltu res , and even c la sh e s  of temperament and person-

^Lawrence Howard Sabbath, "Analysis of the Po litica l Leadership in 
Wayne County, M ichigan, 1844" (unpublished M as te r 's  th e s is ,  Wayne State Uni
v e r s i ty ,  1965).

^A lexand ra  McCoy, "Polit ica l Affiliations of American Economic E lites: 
W ayne County, M ichigan, 1844, 1860, As A Test C ase"  (unpublished P h .D . d i s 
se r ta t io n ,  Wayne State U n ivers ity , 1965).
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a l i ty  w ith in  such groups, have been uncovered as  sources of party conflict. 

P o li tica l co n flic ts  in Michigan, 1837-1852, were to a s ign ifican t degree 

the  formal exp ress ion  of con flic ts  betw een sub cu ltu res .

Particularly  in tens ive  study has  been  made of the  p rocess  of 

party formation in the period from roughly , 1829 to 1840, b ecau se  th is  

seem s a most appropria te  time for identifying the sa l ien t  i s su e s  c a u s 

ing party  d iv is io n s .  Just a s  parties  were forming in M ich igan , a con

ven tion  w as  held  to write  the s t a t e 's  f irs t  con s ti tu t io n .  The C onsti tu 

t iona l Convention of 1835 w as thus worthy of careful study to get at 

d iv is ive  po li t ica l  i s s u e s .  The d eb a te s  of the C onstitu tiona l Conven

t ions  of 183 5 and 1850, the a d d re s se s  and reso lu tions  of s t a t e ,  county , 

D e tro it ,  w ard , and tow nship  party con v en tio n s ,  sp eech es  of leaders  

and the ir  priva te  l e t t e r s ,  n ew sp ap e rs ,  and other sources have been ex 

amined for c lu es  and ev id en ce .

The study of party organ ization  y ie lded  an unexpected re su lt :  the  

d iscovery  th a t  the  re a c tio n s  of d ifferent groups to the very idea of party 

o rgan iza tion  s ign if ican tly  a ffec ted  the organization of p a r t ie s ,  and par

t icu la r ly  the  Whig Party . A very general hos ti l i ty  to "party" pervaded 

the  population and w as  shared by many po ten tia l or inc ip ien t Democrats 

and W higs . A la rge ly  re l ig io u s ly -b a se d  an tiparty  sentim ent ex is ted  

m ostly  among W higs. The Antimasonic and Whig parties  were bo th , to a 

s ign if ican t e x ten t ,  a n t ip o li t ic a l  and an tiparty  p a r t ie s .  In c o n tra s t ,  the 

Dem ocratic  Party had a penchant for organization  and for "p o lit ic s"  tha t
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w as  re la ted  to its  pe rvasive  secu la r ism .

The chap ter  on "Antiparty" and other sec tions  explore the con

nec tions  betw een a p a r ty 's  c h a r a c te r . .i.e.. , i ts  rhe to ric ,  s ty le ,  ideology, 

sym bols , v a lu e s ,  and im age, and the  charac te r  of subcu ltu res  supporting 

i t . ,  i_.e_. , the ir  va lue  sy s te m s ,  b e l ie f s ,  and t r a d i t io n s .

In determ ining who among the m asse s  voted Whig and who Demo

c ra t ,  it has  not been  n e ce s sa ry  to t rea t  p o li t ic s  so much a s  a matter of 

"Who g e ts  w h a t ,  w hen , how?"*'or a s  a matter of t h e  a l lo ca tio n  of "tangible 

r e s o u rc e s ,  but ra the r the  primary concern has  been  w ith  "the emotional 

and symbolic s ide  of p o l i t i c s . "  The focus has  b een , in Richard H ofs tad -  

t e r 1 s w o r d s ,

Who pe rce iv e s  w hat public  i s s u e s ,  in what w ay , and w hy? To the 
p resen t generation  of h is to r ic a l  and po li t ica l  w rite rs  it  has  become in 
c reas in g ly  c lea r  th a t  people not only seek  their in te re s ts  but a lso  ex 
p re ss  and even in a m easure define them selves  in po lit ic s ;  th a t  p o li t i 
ca l life a c ts  a s  a sounding board for id e n t i t ie s ,  v a lu e s ,  f e a r s ,  and 
a sp i r a t io n s .  In a study of the po li t ica l  milieu th e se  th ings  are  brought 
to the  surface

Two chap ters  ana lyze  the re la t io n sh ip  betw een re lig ion  and po lit ic s .  

Both ch ap te rs  try to show that re lig ion  was a cause  and not a co rre la te  of 

party  p re fe ren ce .  One chap ter explores  the re la t io n sh ip s  betw een parties

^H aro ld  L a ssw e ll ,  P o litics : Who Gets W hat, W hen , How? (C leve
land and New York: M eridian Books, 19 58; f irs t  pub lished  193 6).

1 9 Murray Edelman, The Symbolic U ses  of P o litics  (Urbana: Univer
sity  of I ll ino is  P re s s ,  1964), pp. 22 -2 3 .

13Richard Plofstadter, The Paranoid Style in American Politics  (NewYor 
A.A. Knopf, 1965), p . ix .
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and broad re lig ious  groups, particu larly  the  impact of the "ev an g e lica ls"  

on. p o l i t ic s ,  and tr ie s  to e s ta b l ish  the sa liency  of re lig ious  i s s u e s  for 

party conflic t and p o li t ic s  genera lly . The o ther, through a comparison 

of voting and re lig ious  d a ta ,  t r ie s  to determine which re lig ious  types 

voted  for w hich p a r t ie s  . The two chap ters  should leave  l i t t le  doubt 

th a t  1) one oanno t unders tand  the formation, ch arac te r ,  and sty le  of 

pa r tie s  in the  1830's w ithout understanding the impact of re lig ion  on 

p o li t ic s  and particu la rly  on the W higs , and 2) one cannot understand 

the  v i ta l  and s a l ien t  i s s u e s  dividing Democrats and Whigs in M ichigan 

u n le s s  one unders tands  c leav ag es  be tw een re lig ious  g roups, such as  

th a t  be tw een  P ro tes tan ts  and C a th o l ic s ,  the secu lar  and the p io u s ,  and 

ev an g e l ic a ls  and a n t i - e v a n g e l i c a l s .

Two chap te rs  now intervene before su b s tan tia l  dem onstration of 

the  foregoing b e g in s .  Chapter II review s the u ses  h is to r ian s  have made 

of quan ti ta t iv e  m ate ria ls  in a ttem pts  to be system atic  about showing who 

voted for whom in the  Jackson period . It is  a comment on "how it should 

not be done . " C hapter III is a plan for how it should be done which a lso  

beg ins  to show how.
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CHAPTER II

"EXPLICIT DATA AND IMPLICIT ASSUMPTIONS:" A CASE STUDY; 

HISTORIANS AND VOTING BEHAVIOR IN THE JACKSON PERIOD.

Looking back  from the la te  n ine teen th  century at the party b a t t le s  

of W higs and D em ocrats/ James Schouler knew,who the W higs w ere: they 

were the  "choice  sp ir i ts"  and the "flower of our s o c ie ty ."  In the  fourth 

volume of h is  H istory of the  United S ta tes  of America Under the C o n s ti tu 

tion  , * Schouler spoke of W higgery a s  the party of "higher c l a s s e s ,  " of 

p roperty , ed u ca tio n ,  and in te l l ig e n c e .  Using curious p h rases  such  a s  

"m asses  of w e ll-b red  men" he em phasized  the pa r ty 's  re sp ec ta b i l i ty  and 

s t a tu s .  It w as  the  "favorite  of northern polite  c i r c le s ,  of s ch o la rs ,  pro

fe s s io n a l  m en, the r ich  and prosperous tradesm en , of such a s  led good 

so c ie ty  or hung to i ts  s k i r t s ,  of c a p i t a l i s t s ,  and those  who bask  in the 

sunsh ine  of cap ita l ;  but most of a l l  of manufacturers and m e rc h a n ts , 

c l a s s e s  in te l l ig e n t , ye t timid le s t  they should lo se  som ething." Although

James Schouler, H istory of the United S tates  of A.merica Under the 
C o n s t i tu t io n , Vol. IV, 1831-1847: Democrats and W higs (New York: Dodd, 
Mead and C o. , 1889). Schouler w as one of the f irs t  to give such a full d e 
scr ip tion  of the  c l a s s  com position of the p a r t ie s .  Cf. Horace G reeley , The 
American C o nflic t ,  Vol. I (Hartford: O. D. C ase ; Chicago: George and C . 
W . Sherwood; 1864), p . 168; Henry W ilson , Rise and Fall of the Slave Power 
in A m erica, Vol. I (Boston, New York: Houghton M ifflin , 1872); and Herman 
von H o ls t ,  C onsti tu tiona l H istory of the  United S t a t e s , Vol. I I , 1828-1846, 
Tackson's Adm inlstration-Annexation of Texas (Chicago: C allaghan  and C o. , 
1879), pp . 330-405 , 696, 697.

13
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"thrifty farmers" might join the Whigs tem porarily , m ech an ics ,  laborers,

or the  " jea lous  poor" rare ly  did so . Those c la s s e s  consti tu ted  the

Dem ocratic Party , the party of persons and p r in c ip le s ,  but a lso  of

"unfortunate d i s c ip l in e ,"  i l l i te rac y ,  and s p o i ls .  After reading Schouler

2
one su sp e c ts  Democrats tended  not to w a sh .

Schouler1 s fa ther had been  one of the "choice s p i r i t s , "  which

perhaps he lps  exp lain  h is  so n ’s en thusiasm  for W higgery. William

Schouler w as an ed ito r ,  p o l i t ic ia n ,  h is to r ian ,  tex t i le  m anufacturer,
3

a n t i - s la v e ry  Whig, and la te r  a R epub lican . His son w as one of those

h is to r ian s  th a t  C harles  Sellers has  charac te r ized  a s  the  "Whig" schoo l,

w hose  writing w as a face t  of "patric ian  l ib e ra l ism ."  James Schouler

4abhorred the  spo ils  system  and blamed Jackson 's  party for s tar ting  i t .

Since Schouler, in te rpre ta tions  of "Jacksonian Democracy" 

have changed o ften ,  but the  assum ption  tha t c la s s  divided the parties  

la s te d  a long tim e. In 1945 S ch les ln g er 's  Age of Tackson offered an in 

te rp re ta tio n  much different from Schouler1 s, but s t i l l  assum ed the same 

c la s s  d ifferences  betw een  the parties  . Schlesinger wrote from the liberal

^Schouler, History of the United S ta te s , IV, 195, 286-87, 288-89 .

Dumas Malone ( e d . ) , Dictionary of American Biography (New 
York: C harles  Scribner 's  Sons, 1935), XVI, 459-61. Alfred Alexander 
C av e ,  "The Jackson Movement in American H istoriography" (unpublished 
D octoral D is se r ta t io n ,  U niversity  of F lo r id a , 1961), pp . 127-31.

4
C harles  Crier S e l le rs ,  J r . ,  "Andrew Jackson Versus the H is to r i

an s  , " JVTij3 s i s j ^ ^  XLIV, 4 (March, 1958),
pp . 616-18.
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perspec tive  of New Deal Democracy, p ra ising  Jackson and comparing 

him to Franklin D . R oosevelt.  Yet even here the lower c l a s s e s  s t i l l  

voted Democrat and the upper c la s s e s  voted W hig .^

In the  years  separa ting  Schouler and Schlesinger many h is to r i 

ans  p resen ted  c la s s  in te rp re ta tions  of the p a r t ie s ,  and some supported 

the ir  th e se s  with voting and economic data showing how rich and poor 

coun ties  and w ards v o ted .  These a ttem pts  to use  quan tita tive  data to 

offer sy stem atic  ev idence  of who voted for whom are of pa rticu la r  con

cern  he re .  (Usually in such w orks , the pages devoted to quan tita tive  

inquiry were few and not rep re sen ta t iv e  of the entire work, which w as 

usually  n a r ra t iv e .)  From roughly 1910 to 1950 most a ttem pts  to demon

s tra te  d iv is io n s  be tw een  Democrats and W higs were dominated by im-
g

p lic i t  a ssum ptions  about the economic b a s is  of po li t ic s  and voting . 

T hus, h is to r ian s  drawing upon quan tita tive  data  used  only economic 

da ta  to ana lyze  vo tin g ,  and the implied assum ptions  of th is  method 

w ere not challenged  until the  1950 's . Yet the m ateria ls  w ith  w hich to 

i s su e  such a challenge  had been  around for some tim e.

Frederick Jackson Turner probably never used the term "multi

v a r ia te  a n a ly s i s , "  y e t  he sought to apply i t s  e lem entary  logic to

^Arthur M. S ch les inger ,  Jr. , The Age of Tackson (Boston: Little 
Brown and C o . ,  1945).

See Higham, H is to ry , pp. 171-97.
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analyz ing  v o ting . Turner knew it was n e ce ssa ry  to examine many 

v a r iab le s  in the  so c ia l  condition of men to determine the  influences  

on the ir  v o t in g , and economic fac tors  were only part of w hat Turner 

would have s tudied:

I should make in s e le c te d  a reas  d e ta i led  study of the  corre
la t io n s  be tw een party v o te s ,  by p re c in c ts ,  w a rd s ,  e tc .  , s o i l s ,  
n a t io n a l i t ie s  and s ta te  origins of the vo te r ,  a s s e s s m e n t  ro l l s ,  
denom inational g roups , i l l i t e ra c y ,  e tc .  What kind of people 
tend  to be W h ig s ,  what Democrats or a b o l i t io n is ts ,  or Prohibi
t io n is t  . ^

This i s ,  a f te r  a l l ,  the  logic  of what is ca lled  m ultivariate  a n a ly s i s .
o

In h is  The United S ta tes  1830-1850, published posthum ously , Turner 

u sed  maps to show the  s o c ia l ,  econom ic, cu ltu ra l ,  and po li t ica l  char

a c te r i s t i c s  of sec t io n s  and s t a t e s ,  but he em phasized the  socio-econom ic  

d iffe ren ces  betw een W higs and Dem ocrats:

w hile  reg iona l an tagonism s determined the geography of party d i s 
tr ib u tio n ,  the qua lity  of the  region did not co n s is te n t ly  determine 
the  party  com plexion . Not a l l  regions of property and prosperity  
vo ted  W hig, and not a l l  poor reg ions of rough country were p re 
dominantly D em o cra t ic . There were exceptions tha t prevent the 
h is to r ian  from formulating a law of p o li t ic a l  d is tr ibu tion  on p h y s ica l 
or economic grounds. It c an  be s a id ,  however, th a t  different phy
s ic a l  reg ions  u sua lly  voted  opposite  to each  other and tha t there

7Quoted in Joseph Schafer, "The M icroscopic  Method Applied to 
H is to ry ,"  M innesota  H istory  Bulletin , IV (1921-22), p .  17. I am indebted 
to an  unpublished  paper by Richard Jensen , "The Development of H is to rica l 
Psephology in America" (In ter-U niversity  Consortium for Po litica l Research, 
1965), and to Lee Benson for ca ll ing  my a tten tion  to th is  a sp e c t  of Turner's  
though t.

^Frederick  Jackson Turner, The United S ta te s ,  1830-1850, e d .
Avery Craven (New York: Henry H olt, 1935).
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w as a ten d en cy , fa lling  short of the in ev itab le ,  for the Democrats 
to control the l e s s  prosperous a reas  and for the Whigs to rule in 
•the reg ions of g rea te r  w ea lth  and v e s ted  in te re s ts  . ^

Turner did not sy s tem a tica l ly  conside r the  " e x c e p t io n s ,"  and did not

follow through on the logic  of m ultivariate  a n a ly s i s ,  a lthough a t many

poin ts  he recognized  the  s ign if icance  of non-econom ic fac tors  (e .jq. ,

e thnocu ltu ra l and re lig ious)  in giving a reg ion  its  p o li t ica l  c h a r a c t e r . ^

Like many h is to r ians  a f te r  him, Turner w as h a rn essed  to an  assum ption

th a t  most voting behavior w as determined by economic fa c to rs .  This

w as  unfortunate , and more unfortunate w as the  tendency of h is to r ians

a f te r  Turner to d isregard  v a r iab le s  other than economic a l to g e th er ,  and

to  concen tra te  on only two: 1) voting and 2) economic c la s s  or w e a lth .

Dixon Ryan Fox, who had been influenced by Turner, published  

The D ecline  of Aristocracy in the Politics  of New York in 1919. From 

th a t  point on economic determinism dominated inqu iries  into voting in 

the  Jackson period . Fox 's  Decline se t a pa ttern  of a n a ly s is  which many 

h is to r ian s  fo llow ed.

Fox portrayed the  Whig Party a s  the d irec t d escen d an t of the 

F ede ra lis t  Party, re ly ing  on im p ress io n is t ic  ev idence to show that the 

w e a l th ,  b u s in e s s  in te r e s t s ,  b reed ing , and conserva tive  ideology of New

^ Ib id . , p . 18 .

10Ib id . , pp . 261-62, 287, 322 , 324-25 , 414, 4 3 5 -8 6 , 579.
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York F ed e ra l is ts  had p a s se d  to the  W higs. He te s ted  the suggestion  

of C harles  A. Beard th a t  W higs rep resen ted  personal property in te re s ts  

and Democrats rea l  property in te re s ts  by comparing the  a s s e s s m e n ts  

■ of 24 Whig coun ties  w ith  33 Democratic c o u n t ie s ,  "with due refe rence  

to  popu la tion . " Fox concluded that the hypo thesis  tha t rea l  and per

sonal property in te re s ts  separa ted  W higs and Democrats "was not sup -

12ported by the  s t a t i s t i c s . "  The method i t s e l f ,  he su g g es ted ,  might be 

wrong in us ing  coun ties  b ecau se  they  were large enough to concea l "how 

property w as  d is tr ibu ted"  within their boundaries .  So Fox turned to "An 

exam ination  of the c i t i e s ,  ward by w ard, through severa l years  . . . for 

here we may safe ly  infer a general economic charac te r  to each  small 

lo c a l i ty .

He p resen ted  maps showing how each  ward in New York c ity  had 

vo ted  in e lec t io n s  from 1810 to 1840 but which did not give e lec tion  r e 

tu rns  or p e rc e n ta g e s .  Tables showed the to ta l  a s s e s s m e n t  of property

^D ix o n  Ryan F ox , The Decline of the Aristocracy in the  Politics  
of New York 1801-1840 (New York: Columbia U niversity  P re s s ,  1919), 
pp . 116-17, 4 2 0 -2 2 , 4 3 8 -3 9 .

12 Ib id . f p .  424. Fox did not mention Beard by nam e. Beard taught 
for a time a t  Columbia and h is  hypo thesis  had been p resen ted  in two w e l l -  
known books: C harles  A. B eard , An Economic In terpreta tion  of the C o n s ti
tu tion  of the  United S ta tes  (New York: M acm illan , 1913), and C harles  A. 
Beard, Economic Origins of Teffersonian Democracy (New York: Macmillan, 
1915).

*3Fox, D ecline of A ris to c racy , p .  430. To show the re la tionsh ip  
betw een  w ealth  and F edera lism , Fox had used  the ra tio  of inhab itan ts  to 
e lec to rs  in each  ward. Under a suffrage qualified  by property th is  served 
a s  "an index  on the in ten s i ty  of w e a l th ."  p p . 22-2 5 and n . l ,  p .  25.
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in each  ward in 1840, the population, and the  per cap ita  w ealth  of each . 

Fox derived  the per cap ita  w ealth  by dividing the to ta l  a s s e s sm e n t  by 

popu la tion , and used  per cap ita  w ealth  as  a measure of re la tiv e  w ea lth .  

Fox then went to the 1845 New York State cen su s  for the general occu 

pa tiona l groups in each  ward: 1) farm ers, 2) m echan ic s ,  3) merchants 

and m anufactu rers ,  and 4) learned p ro fess io n s .  He used  the  percentage

of m erch an ts ,  m anufactu rers , and p ro fess iona ls  in each  ward a s  another

14m easure of re la t iv e  w ea l th .  In no ward was the percentage of th e se  

upper c l a s s e s  large enough to provide a b a s is  for generaliz ing  about 

v o tin g ,  but th e se  percen tages  did ind ica te  something about d is tribu tion  

of property w ith in  each  ward.

The "a r is to c ra t ic "  w a rd s ,  said Fox, (wards 1, 2 , 3, and 15) were 

in h ab ited ,  in g en e ra l ,  by the  r ic h e s t  men and the most s ta lw art W higs . The 

" re liab le"  Whig wards contained the la rg es t  proportion of m erchan ts ,  

m anufacturers and p ro fe s s io n a ls .  However, two w ard s ,  5 and 8 , with 

large numbers of m ech a n ic s ,  had a lso  sometimes voted W hig. Fox ex 

plained, th a t  the  vo ters  there  were probably be tte r  off b ecau se  they had 

a high Negro population and Negroes needed property worth $250 to vo te .  

This exp lana tion  would have been  more credib le  if Fox had shown that 

Negroes in large numbers voted in those  w a rd s .  As it w a s ,  h is  a ssum p

tions  th a t  many Negroes voted  and tha t a reas  of high Negro population

14I b id . , pp . 43 0 -45 .
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w ere "better  off" run counter to what is  generally  assum ed regarding 

a reas  of Negro concen tra tion  in Northern c i t i e s .

In o ther large New York State c i t ie s  Fox found sim ilar cond i

t io n s :

W here the property per cap ita  w as re la tive ly  la rg e ,  the ward 
w as W hig . Albany, Brooklyn, Buffalo, and Troy a l l  contribute 
f igures  to e s ta b l is h  tha t wherever thirty  percent of the  population 
were m erch an ts ,  m anufacturers and p ro fess iona l m en, the  vote 
showed more W higs than were found in other wards . C onverse ly , 
w here m echan ics  made their hom es, Democratic c an d id a te s  generally  
w ere ce r ta in  of e le c t io n .  Rochester a lo n e ,  re fu ses  to y ie ld  support 
to th e se  conc lus ions ;  but the  trad itions  of that city  were so strongly 
Whig th a t  it s ca rce ly  fu rn ishes  the evidence  for our in q u i r y .^

T hus , w ith  o rig inality  and ingenuity Fox offered h is  " s ta t i s t ic a l  

ev idence"  for a c la s s  in te rp re ta tion  of p a r t ie s .  Similar "ev idence" a p 

peared in many la te r  s tu d ie s ,  although not a l l  subsequen t u se rs  of quan

t i ta t iv e  da ta  were a s  carefu l as  Fox in checking it with supplem entary and 

im p ress io n is t ic  d a ta .  Many h is to r ia n s ,  when confronted w ith  voting b e 

havior not read ily  a t tr ibu tab le  to economic c la s s  (i_»iL- / dev ian t c a s e s ) ,  

would offer exp lana tions  tha t  were not ex p lan a tio n s .  Like Fox, la te r  

h is to r ia n s  made many re fe ren ces  to non-econom ic c au se s  of p o li t ica l  

b ehav io r ,  but fa iled  to give them proper co n s ide ra tion .

In 1922 Henry R. M ueller published  The Whig Party in Pennsylvania 

w hich  p resen ted  county data  and conclus ions  agreeing w ith  F o x 's .  M ueller 

had "naturally  e x p e c t / e d / t o  find the w ealthy  m erchants and m anufacturers

^ I b l d . , pp . 436-37; Appendix, pp . 440-49 .
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ra lly ing  to the Whig standard" and he did not d isappoin t h im self .  He 

pointed to sev e ra l  r ich  men who were W higs and c lo sed  the c a s e  by 

quoting from Dem ocratic  new spapers  making the same c la im . He then 

compared county voting with population and property eva lua tions  for 

ta x a t io n .  Although property evalua tions  of Philadelphia c ity  and Phila

delphia  county were not av a ilab le  s ep a ra te ly ,  M ueller sa id  tha t most of 

the wealth 'in.that county w as concentra ted  in the c i ty ,  w hich voted Whig 

reg u la r ly ,  w hile  the poorer county voted Dem ocratic . He ranked the 

s t a t e ' s  co u n tie s  accord ing  to va luation  and found that 13 of the "first 

33" were Whig and "nearer the head of the  l i s t . "  The tab le  i t s e l f  w as 

not p re se n te d .  There were 17 Whig counties a l to g e th er ,  sa id  M ueller, 

and they  con ta ined  3 5 percen t of the  population and ju s t  under 45 per

cen t of the  s t a t e ' s  w e a l th .  If Philadelphia were inc luded , the  Whig a reas

16con ta ined  58 percen t of population and 81 percent of the  w ea l th .  Ac

knowledging tha t some Democratic counties  were w ea lth y ,  M ueller con

c luded  tha t:

In the  more p rosperous of the  normal Democratic c o u n t ie s ,  with 
the  excep tion  of Berks, the  W higs p o s se s s e d  a strong fo llow ing, a t  
tim es w ell over forty percen t of the v o te rs .  Fertile Berks, se tt led  
by Germ ans, w as  the  fourth county of the s ta te  in population and in 
w e a l th .  The vo te rs  had been  won over early by the  D em ocratic-R e
pub lican  party . . . and the  imperturbably "Pennsylvania Dutch" 
farmers never fa iled  to ro ll up large Democratic m a jo r i t ie s .  The 
v o te r s ,  due to an  a b se n c e  of sec ta r ian  a p p ea l ,  had been  untouched

^ H e n ry  R. M ueller ,  The Whic Party in Pennsylvania (New York: 
Columbia U nivers ity  P res s ,  1922), pp. 244-45 .
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by the A nti-M asonic  movement................The conclusion  is a lm ost
inev itab le  tha t  a lthough the Whig party did not include a l l  the  peo
ple of w ea lth  in the  s ta t e ,  y e t  the  v a s t  majority of those  p o s se s s in g  
v e s te d  in te re s ts  fe lt  tha t the Whig party offered them more p ro tec -  

* tion than  did the  opposition  p a r t y . ^

This exp lana tion  did not account for 1) why Berks County’s Ger

mans were "won over" to the Democrats in the beginning and 2) why four 

coun tie s  w hich  were Whig did not fa ll among the "first 33" in w ea l th .  

(M ueller, i t  w ill  be rem em bered, said tha t 13 Whig counties  did and 

there  were 17 Whig coun ties  in a l l ) .  Throughout his narrative  M ueller 

had made re fe ren ces  to e thnocu ltu ra l and re lig ious  groups playing an 

important ro le  in Pennsylvania  p o li t ic s  in the 1830's and 1840 's , but even 

the .very  sugges tive  example of Berks County did not induce him to give 

such  in f luences  greater w e igh t.

I am going to co n s id e r  next a se r ies  of s tud ies  of Southern s ta te s  

w h ic h  u sed  voting  and demographic data for coun ties  to support the ir  

c la im s regarding the  com position of the  Democratic and Whig p a r t ie s .

It w ill  be convenien t to d is c u s s  them chrono log ical ly , and then  return 

to s tu d ie s  of Northern s ta te s  and c i t ie s  w hich continued more d irec tly  

in the  trad it io n  of Fox.

Although he h im self used  no quan tita tive  d a ta ,  the sp ir itua l father 

of the  Southern s ta te  s tud ie s  w as  Ulrich B. P h il l ip s .  He p resen ted  h is

^ I b i d  . , p . 245 .
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view  of the p a r tie s  in an  e s s a y  which w as w ritten  for a F es tsch rif t  d ed i

ca ted  to Frederick Jackson Turner and published in 1910. The "w e ll - to -  

do and a r is to c ra t ic a l ly  in c l in e d ,"  said P h il l ip s ,  had been  W higs; the 

. " i l l i te ra te s  and unprosperous"  had been D em ocrats .

The l in es  were not a t a l l  sharply drawn in th is  connection  either 
in soc ie ty  or in po li t ic s ;  but a tendency never the le ss  p reva iled .
The lower c l a s s e s  were of course  in most communities the f irs t  to 
welcome Jackson and Jacksonian D em ocracy. The backbone of the 
W higs were the cotton p roducers ,  the "firs t s ta te - r ig h ts  men pure 
and s i m p l e . ^

In 1929 Henry H . ' Simms proposed "to prove s ta t is t ic a l ly "  the

Phillips view  tha t W higs were r ic h ,  a r is to c ra t ic  p lan ters  , in Virginia

and e sp e c ia l ly  in Richmond. Although econom ic, occu p a tio n a l ,  and

voting data  were unav ilab le  for Richmond's w a rd s ,  Simms w as undaunted .

He could s t i l l  show tha t Richmond was

overwhelmingly Whig in sen tim ent. The personal property l i s t s  show 
tha t a very large majority of such taxpayers  (s ic? )  owned some s laves , 
w hile  the  numerous Whig leaders  are  shown by rea l  property l i s t s  to 
b e ,  a lm ost w ithout ex cep tio n , p o s s e s s e d  of considerab le  property . 
Banking in te re s ts  w ere  a lso  strong in Richmond. These fac ts  may 
help  to exp lain  the  im pressive  Whig v ic to r ie s  th e re .  ^

Simms a lso  reported  th a t  he had found a "correlation" betw een 

a re a s  where major s tockho lders  of Virginia banks lived and Whig

1RUlrich Bonnell P h il l ip s ,  "The Southern W h ig s , 1834-1854," e d . 
Guy Stanton F ord , Essays  in American History D edicated  to Frederick Jack
son Turner (New York: Henry H olt, 1910; rep rin ted , New York: Peter Smith, 
1951), pp . 208 , 209 .

19Henry H . Simms , The Rise of the  W higs in Virginia, 1824-1840 
(Richmond: William Byrd P re s s ,  1929), pp. 163-54.
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20
m a jo r i t ie s .  Since Simms p resen ted  none of h is  d a ta ,  th e se  s ta tem en ts

stand  a lone  in their ra the r  considerab le  am biguity. Simms appeared  to

be saying  th a t ,  judging from his in spec tion  of personal tax  l i s t s ,  W higs

tended to own s lav e s  and "considerab le  p roperty ,"  and that a reas  where

banking in te re s ts  were located  a lso  voted W hig. Simms " s ta t is t ic a l '

proof" amounted to a s e r ie s  of im p ress io n is t ic  observations  about a

sm all percen tage  of the popula tion .

Twenty years  a f te r  Simms, ye t s t i l l  in the trad ition  of U .B . Phil-

21l i p s ,  Paul Murray published  The Whig Party in Georgia , 1825-1853 .

The Whig Party in G eorgia , said  M urray, in its  various forms over the

y e a r s ,  w as  s trongest in "communities in which property and property

ownership  were important fac to rs  in the po li t ica l  life of the p e o p le ."

W higgery won i ts  g rea te s t  s u c c e ss  in the  1840's a s  the  party rep re -  .

sen ting  the in te re s ts  of cotton grow ers, sh ip p e rs ,  and d e a le r s .  In the

1850 's ,  how ever, the Democratic Party rep laced  the Whig a s  the  rep re -

22sen ta t iv e  of the  p lan ting  in te r e s t s .  Murray desc ribed  the p hys ica l 

20 I b id . , p .  165. The "constan t Democratic s ec t io n s"  were a reas  
of "non -s laveho ld ing  German farmers" and "sm all independent fa rm ers ."  
Cave said  tha t  "In the  a n a ly s is  offered by Fox and Simms, c la s s  c le a v 
ag es  appeared  far more c lear  cut than  they had in the  in terpre ta tion  of
fered by the  M arxist s ch o la r ,  Algie B. Simons, " p . 187.

21 Paul M urray, The Whig Party in G eo rg ia , 1825-1853 (Chapel 
Hill: U nivers ity  of North Carolina Press , 1948).

22
Ib id . , pp. 179, 187, 188.



www.manaraa.com

25

fea tu res  of Whig and Democratic counties  in some d e ta i l  and compared

them as  to the  number and va lue  of manufacturing e s ta b l ish m e n ts ,  the

percen tage  of s la v e s ,  the  number of b a le s  of cotton produced, and other 

23economic in d ic e s .

M urray, w hile  agree ing  with Simms a n d -P h i l l ip s , advanced  con 

siderably  beyond them in defending in c o n s is te n c ie s  in h is d a ta .  Mur

ray w as  aware tha t the  "trad itional in terpre ta tion" of the  W higs a s  the 

party  of the  s laveho lders  had been  inva lida ted  by s tud ies  in economic 

h is tory  which showed "that there w as no s tr ic t  line of c leavage  betw een 

farmers and p lan ters  in Georgia" in po litica l a f f i l ia t io n ,  and tha t p lan te rs  

co n s ti tu ted  only a small minority of the voting popula tion . This meant 

tha t the Whig Party had to draw support from sources  other than  p lan te rs  

to carry any county and the  s ta t e .  Murray in s is t e d ,  how ever, tha t the 

key elem ent of Whig p o li t ic s  w as  the  powerful soc ia l  influence enjoyed 

by p la n te r s .  Murray poin ted  out th a t  the  older "po litica l in terpre ta tion" 

had confused  party le ad e rs  w ith  p e rso n n e l .  Whig lead e rs  of s ta tew ide  

importance were "e ither  large s laveho lders  or tied  to the  s lave-ho ld ing  

c la s s  by re s id e n c e ,  cu ltu ra l a f f in i t ie s ,  or the  p rac tice  of la w ."  (Thus, 

he im plied , Whig lead e rsh ip  w as dominated by the s lavehold ing  c l a s s .) 

The older "economic in te rp re ta tion"  a l s o ,  sa id  Murray, had fa iled  to 

note the "plain  ind ica tions  tha t fa rm ers , p reach e rs ,  o v e r s e e r s , ’p a t ty -

Ib id . , pp. 177-88.
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holders  in p o li t ic s  / people  w ho, while not s lav eh o ld e rs ,  p laced

24the ir  hope for prosperity  in the s lave  system and i ts  p o l i t i c s . "  '

M urray 's  in te rpre ta tion  is  s ign ifican t because  he found it 

n e c e s sa ry  to argue tha t a ra ther loosely  defined slavehold ing  c la s s  

dominated Whig party leadersh ip  and not its  pe rso n n e l,  i_*e_-, i ts  

rank and file  v o te rs .  He a lso  invoked, fa in t ly ,  concep ts  other than 

narrow economic in te re s ts  to explain  voting (or party loyalty) in r e 

ferring to "cultura l a f f in i t ie s "  and to persons who were "h an g e rs -o n ,"  

not s lav e h o ld e rs ,  but " s laveho lders  in p o l i t i c s . "  These exp lana tions

sug g es ted  complex p ro c e sse s  of so c io -cu ltu ra l  conditioning and p s y -

25cho log ical  id en tif ica tion . '

An exp lic it  challenge  to the Phillips trad ition  came in 1957 from

26
Grady M cW hiney, who denied  tha t  the W higs were a c la s s  party . The 

s te reo type  of the Whig Party , sa id  M cW hiney, a s  "a b road-c lo th  and silk  

s tock ing  party embracing a large part of the w e a lth ,  in te l l ig e n c e ,  and 

b lue -b lood  of the  South" did not hold for Alabama. His a n a ly s is  of county 

v o tin g ,  y ie lded  "only s ligh t co rre la tion  betw een s lave-ho ld ing  and the

24
Ib id . , p . 177.

25 On the psycho log ica l iden tif ica tion  of lower c la s s  w hites  with 
the  p lan te rs  in the  an te -be llum  South see  Wilbur J. C ash ,  The Mind of 
the  South (New York: Alfred A . Knopf, 1941).

2 6 Grady M cW hiney, "Were the Whigs a C la ss  Party in A labam a?" 
Tournal of Southern History, XXIII, 4 (November, 1957), 510-22,
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Whig v o t e . " Whig strength  did not lie  only in the Black Belt and Demo

c ra t ic  support w as not confined to a reas  of small farm s. "For twenty 

y ears  the  Whig party w as  a major p o li t ica l  organization in Alabama with

supporters  in every coun ty . " Although the  Whigs never carried the s ta te

27they  rece iv ed  42 percent of the  vote  from 183 6-1856.

McW hiney then examined the  backgrounds and p e rso n a li t ie s  of 

Alabama C ongressm en and le g is la to rs  from 1836 to 1856 a s  a way of un

covering d iffe rences  be tw een  W higs and D em ocra ts . He found tha t s ig 

n ifican t d iffe rences  in the ir  family s ta tu s  / ed uca tion , o c cu p a tio n s ,  and

28re lig ion  did not e x i s t .  McWhiney unfortunately did not d is t ingu ish

be tw een  party  lead e rsh ip  and m ass  following, and fe ll  into the logica l

fa l la cy  of a ssum ing  th a t  e lec ted  o ff ic ia ls  rep resen ted  the e lec to ra te  in

m icrocosm . Lee Benson o b serv ed , regarding Charles A. Beard 's similar

procedure w ith the  C o n sti tu tiona l and Ratifying Conventions of the 1780 's ,

tha t convention  d e leg a te s  w ere  e lec ted  to represen t c o u n t i e s , "not e co -

29nomlc c l a s s e s  or in te re s t  g r o u p s . " Sim ilarly, Alabama leg is la to rs  

and congressm en  were e lec ted  to rep resen t counties  and d i s t r i c t s ,  not 

economic c l a s s e s ,  in te re s ts  g roups, or re lig ious  groups.

27Ib id . , p p .  510-14.
o p

Ib id . , pp . 521-22.

29 Lee B enson , Turner and Beard; American H is to rica l  Writing Re
conside red  (The Free Press of G lencoe , I l l in o is ,  I960), pp. 164-65.
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Two y ea rs  afte r  M cW hiney 's  a r t ic le  ap peared , Herbert J. Doherty 

con tended  in The W higs of F lorida, 1845-1854, (1959), tha t a "definite  

co rre la tion"  ex is ted  in Florida betw een property ownership and W higgery . 

Following a line  of reaso n in g  sim ilar to M urray 's  in G eorgia , Doherty 

recogn ized  th a t  the  p lan te rs  were a minority in the e lec to ra te  and tha t  for 

the  W higs to carry e lec t io n s  the "big" men had to exert "important p o li t i 

c a l  in fluence  upon the small farm ers , p ro fessional men, o v e rse e rs ,  m er-

31c h a n ts ,  sh ip p e rs ,  and c ra f tsm en ."  Whig c o u n t ie s ,  said  Doherty , held
\

la rger s lav e  and w hite  po p u la tio n s ,  r icher farm land , and produced more 

co tto n .  "While /T h e /p la n ta t io n  Whig counties  of Middle Florida were 

genera lly  the  backbone of Whig s treng th , there  were a lso  Whig strong

holds th a t  were commercial cen te rs  ra ther than rich  agricu ltu ra l a r e a s . "

D em ocratic  strongholds "were for the  most part the thinly populated

32
poorer co u n tie s  w hich  usu a lly  had more w hites  than s l a v e s . "  Yet 

from Doherty too came the fam iliar complaint: there  were "counties  

w hich  defy the g en era l iz a t io n s  which have been  la id  dow n ."  And like 

sch o la rs  before him , Doherty introduced "explanatory fac to rs"  that 

fa i led  to co n v in ce .  Three s taunchly  Whig counties  for exam ple, were

^ H e r b e r t  J. D oherty , J r . ,  The W higs of Florida , 1845-1854 (G aines
v i l le :  U nivers ity  of Florida P re s s ,  1959).

31 Ib id . , p . 63. Doherty and Murray were both vaguely  invoking a 
concep t w hich W alter  Baghot ca lled  "the habit of de fe ren ce .  " For a d i s 
c u ss io n  of the concep t see  Benjamin W . Larabee, "M ic ro a n a ly s is ,"  ed . 
Edward A. S a v e th , American History and the Social Sc iences  (New York:
Free Press  of G lencoe , 1954), p .  377.

32 D oherty , pp . 63-65 .
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“poor, th in ly  populated c o u n t ie s ,  producing p rac tica lly  no cotton or 

tab acco  and having few s la v e s .  They voted W hig, said  D oherty, b e 

c au se  a l l  bordered on "heavy" Whig a reas  in Alabama; one had been 

formed from F lorida’s banner Whig county , and two were a s tr id e  com

m ercial water, r o u t e s . Similarly, a "commercial" Democratic county

w hich  "should have been  Whig" w as Democratic b ecau se  its  c r o s s -

33river  r iva l happened to be W h ig . Why did bordering on heavy Whig 

a re a s  in Alabama have such influence on cer ta in  Florida counties  when 

other c o u n t ie s ,  which w ere Democratic and poor, bordered on Whig a reas  

in Florida but w7ere unaffec ted?  Why should a "commercial" coun ty , 

assum ing  tha t th a t  is  an  adequate  charac te r iza tion  of i t ,  seek  to com

pete  w ith  a commercial r iva l through a party which rep resen ted  poor, 

non-com m ercial in te r e s t s ?  Other obvious questions  occur ,  but the 

inadequacy  of D oherty 's  exp lana tion  of deviant c a s e s  should be c lea r .

Like h is to r ian s  before him, Doherty uncovered ev idence  su g g es t

ing the  influence  of e thnocultu ra l background , but did not explore or 

c o n s id e r  i ts  re le v a n c e .  Rich, co tton-producing  Jefferson County had 

"never re turned  a Whig majority in any s ta tew ide  race  and never e lec ted  

a Whig to the s ta te  l e g i s la tu r e ."  Doherty saw "no c lea r ly  apparen t ex 

p lanation"  for Jefferson 's  behav io r .  He observed 1) tha t most of Jeffer

so n 's  p lan te rs  and population (about 40 percent) had come from Georgia

^ I b i d  . , pp . 66 67 .
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and South Carolina and th a t  2) "Georgians and South C arolin ians  were

more often than  not D em o cra ts ,"  becau se  Doherty had found tha t  a high

proportion of Dem ocratic  party leaders  came from these  s t a t e s .  At th is

34point the  exp lana tion  came to a dead s to p .

Doherty a ssem b led  a co llec tive  biography of Whig and Democratic

le g is la to rs  w hich showed li t t le  difference in the occupations  of the two

groups , a lthough he did find a marked d ifference as  to p lace  of b ir th .

He re a so n e d ,  quite  properly , th a t  "the breakdown in the occupationa l

ca tegory  for members of the  leg is la tu re  may not re f lec t  the  breakdown

35among Dem ocratic  and Whig v o t e r s ." This considera tion  had not p re

ven ted  h im , how ever, from assum ing  tha t  d ifferences in p lace  of birth 

among party  le ad e rs  ex tended to the  e le c to ra te .

Doherty concluded  by lay ing  heavy em phasis on the d ifferences  

he found a t  the  h ig h es t  lev e ls  of party le ad e rsh ip ,  among 19 men who 

had most in fluence  in shaping party p o l ic ie s ,  program s, an d ,  he implied, 

im ag es .  The W higs a t  th is  lev e l owned more s laves  and property than 

the  D em ocrats .  H owever, in the e lec to ra te  at la rge , ne ither party re lied  

so le ly  on "support o f , or an  appea l to ,  the  in te re s ts  of an 'u p p er1 or a 

' low er ' c l a s s . "  "Whigs and Democrats in Florida both appea led  to and 

drew the ir  s treng th  from a l l  the pervading middle c l a s s . "  Taken at face

3 "Ibid . , pp . 56-59 .

3 5
Ib id . , p . 70.

36Ib id . , pp. 70-71.



www.manaraa.com

31

va lue  D oherty 's  conc lus ions  seemed in c o n s is te n t ,  but he had s ig n if i

can tly  modified the  "trad itional"  in terpre ta tion  of Southern Whigs and 

D em o cra ts .

M ean w h ile , the trad itiona l view of Northern Whigs and Demo

c ra ts  w as being sharp ly  challenged  and r e a s s e r te d .  S ch les in g er 's  Acre 

of Tack son (1945) provoked h is to r ian s  to re -exam ine  the Jackson period 

and i ts  p o li t ic a l  parties  in a varie ty  of w a y s .  One of the many a reas  

of re-exam ination  grew out of S ch les in g er 's  proposition that the  "radi

ca lism " of the  Jacksonian  movement, came from eas te rn  workingmen and 

the  in te l le c tu a ls  who were the ir  spokesm en . This cen tra l theme of S ch le s 

in g e r 's  s tirred  in vest iga tion  of how workingmen ac tua lly  v o ted . S c h le s in -  

ger h im self  had been  s a t i s f ie d  by Dixon Ryan Fox 's  dem onstration of how 

workingmen v o te d .  However, o ther scholars  came forth to challenge  

S c h le s in g e r 's  t h e s i s ,  armed w ith  Fox 's  m ethod, but w ith  conc lus ions  very  

d ifferen t from th o se  of the  early  m aste r .  The most s ign ifican t a sp e c t  of 

the  ensu ing  deba te  for the  next decade  and longer, w as  the  ex ten t to which 

it  w as  dominated by the  sp ir it  and technique  of Fox,

The f irs t  to en ter  the  p o s t-S c h le s in g e r  fray a, la Fox w as W illiam

37A. Sullivan who a sk ed  "Did Labor Support Jack so n ?"  and answ ered  

w ith  a "No" b a se d  on study of Philadelphia w a rd s .  Acknowledging indeb t

e d n e s s  to  Fox for h is  m ethod, Sullivan p resen ted  a tab le  showing the  to ta l

3 7W illiam  A. S u llivan , "Did Labor Support Andrew Jac k so n ?"  Poli
t ic a l  Science  Q u a r te r ly , L X I I ,  4 (December, 1947), 569-580.
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a s s e s s m e n t  of property in each  Philadelphia  ward in 1829, the ir  popu

la tion  in 1830, and the  average  a s s e s s m e n t  per p e rson . Other ta b le s  

showed the number of v o te s  the  wards gave to major pa r tie s  in the 

P res id en tia l  and Gubernatorial e le c t io n s ,  1828-183 6. Percentages were 

not g iven . Ten of the  f if teen  w ards voted for Jackson in 1828 . All but 

one vo ted  a g a in s t  him in 1832 , and a ll  voted Whig in 1835 and 1836. 

Sullivan concluded  tha t  "the workingmen gave th e ir  v o te s  far more con

s is te n t ly  to  the  W higs than  to the  Jacksonian  D em ocrats . M oreover, it

w as  prior to the  Bank War and not during it tha t  the working c la s s  d i s -

38t r ic ts  revea led  any inc lina tion  to follow / J a c k s o n 's  p a r t y /  "

There w e re ,  how ever, the inev itab le  e x cep tio n s .  In the early 

y e a r s ,  "labor" tended to  support Jackson , but tha t "pattern  / w a s / s h a t 

te red"  by two dev ian t w a rd s .  C h es tn u t ,  "one of the w e a l th ie s t"  ($670

average  a s s e s s m e n t ) ,  vo ted  s tead ily  D em ocratic . "Poor" Lower D e la -

39w are ($212) "voted monotonously for the A nti-Jackson p a r ty ."

Unlike Fox, Sullivan used  no o ther m easure of w ealth  than  av er

age  a s s e s s m e n t  and no im p ress io n is t ic  e v id en ce .  Not only did he offer

no exp lana tion  for the  behavior of dev ian t w a rd s ,  but he had no e x p lan a -

40tion  of why Philadelphia  "labor" generally  voted ag a in s t  Jackson .

38
I b i d . , pp . 569-70 , 578.

39
I b i d . , pp. 578-79 .

40 Sullivan a lso  in v es t ig a ted  the a t t i tu d es  of the W orkingmen's 
Party a s  an  ind ica tion  of how labor reac ted  to Jackson . His conc lus ions
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The next challenge  to "the accep ted  gospel tha t eas te rn  working

men supported Jackson" and to h ig h -p r ies t  Sch lesinger came from an in 

v e s t ig a to r  in Schlesinger*s own backyard of Boston. In 1949 Edward P essen

41offered "Did Labor Support Jack so n ? :  The Boston S tory ."  P e ssen  said  

he would study the  "a t t i tu d es  of Boston workers toward the  party  of Jack

son" by studying the ir  vo tin g ,  u s ing  the  method of Fox and Sullivan .

Their techn ique  h ad , he s a id ,  "a common sen se  va lid ity  a n d ,  in p rac tice , 

has  been  e ffec t ive ly  em ployed ."  Pessen  computed the  average  a s s e s s 

ment for each  ward a n d ,  an tic ip a tin g  la te r  c r i t ic s ,  noted tha t "While th is  

method is open to question  in a c ity  where a few great holdings might give

a p a r ticu la r  ward a fa ls e  aura of general w e l l -b e in g ,  in th is  c a s e  tha t is
42

hardly  a considera tion ."  P e ssen  nowhere showed why th is  w as s o ,  u n le s s  

he meant tha t h is  introduction of other quan tita tive  m easures  provided suffi

c ien t checks  on the per cap ita  a s s e s s m e n t .  His other m easures  were som e

what in g e n io u s . He counted the  number of persons in each  ward in 1834 

a s s e s s e d  over $2 , 600 ,  an arb itrary  figure . U nfortunately , P e ssen  p re sen 

ted  the  whole number of such  persons  in each  ward and not the percen tage

seem ed co n tra d ic to ry . He sa id  tha t  " as a p o li t ica l  force rep resen ting  th e  in te r 
e s t s  of the  laboring c la s s e s "  the party "had no particu la r predeliction" for Jack- 
son ians  . ( p .577) On the  other hand, Sullivan found th a t  most of the W orking
m en 's  le ad e rs  were b u s in e s s ,  p ro fess io n a l ,  and w ealthy  men and concluded  
th a t  the party  could not have been  "really  devoted to solving w o rk in g -c la s s  
problems in  the in te re s ts  of the  w orkers ."  (pp. 575-76).

41 oEdward P e s se n ,  "Did Labor Support Jack so n ? :  The Boston S tory ,"  
P o litica l S c ’i e n c e Q u a r t e r l y , LXI V,  2 (June, 1949), pp . 262-74 .

42I b i d . , p . 262-63 .. _ . ,
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w hich  would have been  a be tte r  b a s is  of com parison , s ince  the wards

varied  in popu la tion . P essen  a lso  considered  the  to ta l expenditures

for poor re l ie f  in each  ward in 1835, and found, p resum ably , general

agreem ent among h is  m easures  of w ea lth .  P essen  observed the voting

of B oston 's  w ards in e lec t io n s  each  year from 1828 to 183 6. The poor

w ards never gave m ajorities  or even s ign ifican t support to  Jackson or

the  Dem ocrats until 1836, when Jackson won m ajorities in th ree  of the

43"working c la s s "  w a rd s .  P e s se n 's  a t t i tude  toward explain ing  Boston

la b o r 's  non-support of Jackson was a lm ost nonchalan t,  a s  if he assum ed

tha t no exp lana tion  could be s a t i s fac to ry :  "A number of fac to rs  can be

c ited  a s  'exp lana to ry  fa c to rs : '  the  power of Whig m erchants in local

p o li t ic s ;  the  voting system  (open ballot) w ith the  fear on the part of the

v o te r ,  p e rh a p s ,  of voting  'wrong;1 in ternal d is se n s io n  w ith in  the  ranks of

44the Dem ocratic  party . . . ."

P e s s e n 's  "fac tors"  re s te d  partly  on im pressions  and partly  on 

sp e c u la t io n .  It w as net c lea r  w hich of them w as to be given g re a te s t  

w eigh t or w hether a l l  had equal w eigh t.

In 1950 P e s s e n 's  method and conclus ions  came under c r i t ic a l  

rev iew  by Robert T. Bower in "Note on 'Did Labor Support J ack so n ? :  The

43 Ib id . , pp. 265-74 .

44 Ib id . , p . 274.
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45
Boston Story . 1" Bower p ra ised  P e s se n 's  industry  in digging up e le c 

tion  re turns and demographic data  for wards in the 183 0 ' s ,  but c r i t ized  

him for not using  proper s ta t i s t i c a l  methods to in terpret h is  d a ta .  P e s -  

, s e n 's  ignorance of such s ta t i s t i c a l  methods w a s ,  of co u rse ,  ty p ica l  of 

h is  p ro fe s s io n ,  and i t  w as  to th is  p ro fess iona l w eak n ess  tha t Bower d i

r e c ted  h is  a r t ic le .  Bower had been  insp ired /s ign if ican tly /by  Paul F.

Lazarsfe ld  of the Bureau of Applied Social R esearch , one of the pioneers

46of modern vo ting  re s e a rc h .

Bower pointed out tha t Boston "as a whole w as  pro-W hig and 

an ti-Jac k so n ian "  during a period in which the  country a t large w as v o t

ing Jackson ian . Thus, com pensation  needed to be made for Boston 's  

being a ty p ic a l .  What w as  n eed ed , sa id  Bower, w as "some tool of a n a ly 

s is  th a t w il l  neu tra lize  the  effect of the  general leve l of voting in the 

a rea  and allow  us to see  to what degree voting Whig or Dem ocratic  is 

r e la te d  to the  soc io -econom ic  nature of the  w a rd s ,  reg a rd le ss  of how 

the c ity  a s  a w hole  v o ted .  " P essen  made the very b a s ic  error of using  

only the  whole, number of v o te s  g iven in w a rd s .  In a s itua tion  such  a s  

th a t  of Boston the re la t iv e  s ize  of the v o te ,  i_.e.., simple p e rc en ta g e s ,  

w as  e s s e n t i a l . Bower rearranged  the wards in a rank order of poorness

45Robert T. Bower, "Note on 'Did Labor Support J ack so n ? :  The 
Boston S t o r y Pol i t i cal  Science Q uarterly , LXV (September, 1950), pp. 
441-44.

46 See Bernard B erelson , H. G audet, Paul F. L azarsfe ld , The Peo
p le 's  Choice (New York: Columbia U niversity  P r e s s , 1948).
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and then  observed the va ria tion  of Democratic percen tages  in tha t

more meaningful ordering. The tab le  showed "Many a reas  . . . out

of l in e ,  but the  general tendency  for the  w o rk in g -c la ss  wards to give

47more support to the Democratic party is  unm is tak ab le ."  Bower then 

computed the  s ta t i s t i c a l  express ion  of the varia tion  in w ealth  and in 

Democratic s treng th—the coeffic ien t of corre la tion—from 1829-1835 

and the  co rre la tion  co eff ic ien ts  showed th a t the  tendency for w orking- 

c la s s  w ards to support the Democrats had s tead ily  in c re a se d .  Bower 

sa id  th a t  he had d isregarded  the level of s ign ificance  of the co rre la 

tion  and th a t  h is  "main purpose / w a s / t o  demonstrate the app lica tion  

of a techn ique  ra the r than  se t t le  the m atter of labo r 's  support for Jack

s o n ."  N e v e r th e le s s ,  insofar as  th e se  data  go , he did a s s e r t  tha t  Bos-

48to n 's  working c la s s  had supported "Jackson and h is  p o li t ica l  a l l i e s . "

Bower's a s s e r t io n  regarding labor and Jackson showed tha t while 

P e s s e n 's  re l ian ce  upon proper s ta t i s t ic a l  methods had been  insuffic ien t, 

(or n o n -e x is te n t ) ,  Bower had leaned too heavily  on a method which iden ti

f ie s  re la t io n sh ip s  w hich are  not n e c e s sa r i ly  c a u s a l .  The correla tion  co 

e ff ic ien t only shows how one variab le  (Democratic strength) va ries  with 

ano ther v a r iab le  (wealth). The cau se  of th a t  variance  is  not se lf  evident, 

and to be determ ined c red ib ly , other v a r iab le s  must be t e s t e d .  Bower 

seem ed unaware th a t ,  in the  words of V. O. K ey  , Jr. ,  " s ta t i s t ic a l

47 Bower, p . 442 .

^ Ib ld . , pp. 443, 444.
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procedures only identify  re la t io n sh ip s :  it is  n e ce ssa ry  to  understand

p re c ise ly  the  s ta t i s t i c a l  nature of the re la tion  so iden tified  and then

to apply ingenuity  and perhaps other inquiry to the explanation  of the

49■ e s ta b l ish e d  re la t io n .  " The re la tionsh ip  betw een Democratic strength  

and w ealth  in Boston 's  wards 1829-1835 could very w e ll  have been  a ’ 

spurious re la t io n sh ip ,  due to some other factor or fac tors  to which 

w ea lth  w as acc id e n ta l ly  r e la te d .  These are  far from "hypothe tica l"  

c o n s id e ra t io n s .  In ad d it io n .  Bower left the v a lid ity  of the  F ox-Su llivan- 

P esse n  m easure  of re la t iv e  w ea lth  unchallenged  and unsupplem ented by 

im p ress io n is t ic  ev id en c e .  He offered no explanation  of why Boston labor 

tended  to support Jackson . Pie ignored , a s  P e ssen  h ad , the  in c re ase  in 

B oston 's  e le c to ra te  betw een  1828 and 183 6. In 1828 the Democrats had 

rece iv ed  828 v o tes  in the  entire c i ty ,  the W higs 3,112. In 1836 the to ta ls  

had climbed to 2 ,894  and 4 ,7 7 2 .  What effect did th is  tremendous in c rease  

in the  number voting have on p a r t ie s ?  Who were the  new v o te rs ?  Bower 

had offered no general exp lana tion  and the "many a reas  out of l in e , "  

n a tu ra l ly ,  a lso  went u n exp la ined . The P essen  and Bower a r t ic le s  i l lu s 

t ra ted  the  need for h is to r ian s  to equip them selves  w ith  elem entary  know

ledge of s ta t i s t i c a l  p ro c e d u re ,50 and for h is to r ian s  to recogn ize  the limits 

of s ta t i s t i c a l  "magic" and to combine new techn iques  w ith some of the 

b e s t  trad it ions  of their d i s c ip l in e ,  namely cu rio s ity  and search ing  inquiry.

49V. O . Key, Jr . , A Primer of S ta t is t ic s  for Po litica l S c ien tis ts  (New 
York: Thomas Y. C row ell, Co. , 1954), p .  123.

50Ib id . , p . 124.
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In h is  1952 doctora l d is s e r ta t io n ,  "Labor in the  Economy and 

Politics  of New York C ity , 18 59-1860; A Study of the Impact of Early 

In d u s tr ia l ism ,"  Carl N. Degler re jec ted  Fox 's  measure of per cap ita  

w ealth  for ind ica ting  r ich  and poor wards in the 1850's. Degler a p 

proved of using  the  m easure  before 1840, but found tha t  by 1850 it no' 

longer provided a re l ia b le  m easure  of w ea l th .  Many w ards had changed 

in c h a rac te r .  Some wards such a s  the F irs t ,  which had been  the home 

of the  w e a l th y ,  had become part slum and part b u s in es s  c e n te rs .  Yet 

b ecau se  the ir  population  w as small and the ir  to ta l a s s e s s m e n t  h igh , 

the  per cap ita  w ealth  w as h igh . "But the  people who lived in the  First 

Ward did not p o s s e s s  the  great w ealth  tha t w as located  t h e r e . " Degler 

found it " im possib le  to u s e  the method which served Professor Fox and 

o thers  so w e ll  for a period ea r lie r  than  the  decade  of the  f i f t ie s ."  Fox 

h ad ,  sa id  D eg ler ,  "dem onstrated  th a t ,  up until the Forties at l e a s t ,  the 

a l le g ian c e  of the  working c la s s  w as  safe ly  held by the  D em o cra ts ."  Part 

of D eg le r 's  own th e s i s  w as  to show that working men in the 1850's gave 

"remarkably c o n s is te n t  support / t o / the Democratic Party," so h is  approval 

of Fox’s method and findings for the  early  period were hardly su rp r is in g . ^  

Yet if average  a s s e s s m e n t  could not be re lied  upon in New York in 1850, 

w as  the  m easure  so free from d is to rtion  in 1840 as  everyone concerned 

seem ed to a s su m e ?

51Carl Neumann D egler , "Labor in the  Economy and Po li t ics  of New 
York C ity ,  1850-1860; A Study of the Impact of Early In d u s tr ia l ism ,"  (unpub
lish e d  doctora l d is s e r ta t io n ,  Columbia University, 1952), pp. 333, 296, 330, 331.



www.manaraa.com

39

In 1955 W illiam A. Sullivan published The Industria l W~orker in 

52P enn sy lv an ia ,  1800-1840. He offered nothing new or d ifferent from 

w hat he had ea r lie r  sa id  in h is  a r t ic le ,  excep t tha t  he had incorporated 

the  le s s o n s  of Bower's critique  of P e sse n ,  and had armed h im self with 

party p e rc e n ta g e s ,  co eff ic ien ts  of co rre la tion , and even the coeffic ien t 

of de term ina tion . Sullivan did not e laborate  on what h is  s ta t i s t i c a l  d e 

v ic e s  had shown,him , but it w as c lear tha t  the  new te s t s  did not change 

his  o rig inal t h e s i s .  Except for some support in 1828, Philadelphia  workers 

(and th o se  of Pittsburgh) had vo ted  overhwelmingly a g a in s t  Jackson . The 

"stubbornly" dev ian t w a rd s ,  how ever, rem ained unrepentant and unex

p la in e d .  S u ll iv an 's  exp lana tion  generally  added l i t t le  to what he had 

sa id  e a r l ie r  and an a ir  of m ystery s t i l l  surrounded the voting hab its  of 

Pennsy lvan ia  w o rk e rs . ^

Joseph G. Rayback rev iew ed S u ll ivan 's  book in 1956. Rayback'' 

held s trong conv ic t ions  about lab o r 's  support of Jackson and they  were 

not e a s i ly  surrendered . He questioned  S u ll ivan 's  method which r e s te d ,  

he s a id ,  on

the  assum ption  tha t those  Philadelphia wards in wThich  per cap ita  
property a s s e s s m e n ts  were low est were those  in w hich the working 
c la s s  l iv ed .  . . . The assum ption  . . .  is  open to ser ious  q u e s 
tion : va lue  of rea l  e s ta te  is  often very  high in w orkingm en's wards

52W illiam A. Su ll ivan , The Industria l Worker in P ennsy lvan ia , 1800-  
1840 (Harrisburg: Pennsylvania  H is to rical and Museum C om m ission , 1955).

53
Ibid.  , pp.  199-200, 200-01, 205-07 .
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by rea so n  of the ex is ten ce  of industria l and commercial property in 
them . The dec line  of the Jackson vote  in the major industr ia l c en 
te r s ,  m oreover, may have been  caused  by population s h i f t s — ex ten 
sive in the  1830 's— and by the drift of non-labor e lem ents  toward 

• W h ig g e rs . ^4

Thus, Rayback ob jected  to Su llivan 's  method for the  very  rea so n  

th a t  Degler had not u sed  Fox 's  method in New York City in the  1850 's.

But D egler had approved of the  method for the 1830 's . And P essen  had 

been  aware of R ayback 's  ob jec t ions  in h is  study of Boston in the 1830 ‘s ,  

but had not considered  them an  o b s tac le  to us ing  per cap ita  w ealth  a s  a 

m easure  of re la t iv e  w e a l th .

One could e a s i ly  agree  w ith  R ayback 's  conc lus ion  that "Dr. Sul

l ivan  has not w ritten  the  la s t  word on the  sub jec t of lab o r 's  support for 

the  J a c k s o n ia n s . "

All the  h is to r ian s  d is c u s s e d  above , w hatever the ir  d if fe ren c es ,  

a ssum ed  tha t however d ifferent c l a s s e s  may have v o ted ,  different c l a s s e s  

supported d ifferen t p a r t i e s . They a l l  a s su m e d ,  a t  le a s t  im plic itly ,  that 

voting  w as determ ined by economic c la s s  or in te re s t .  In 1959 Richard P. 

McCormick a t tack ed  th is  assum ption  by question ing  "whether the  e le c 

to ra te  tended  to d iv ide  be tw een  the major pa rtie s  along l in es  of economic 

c le a v a g e .  " McCormick offered ev idence  tha t th is  w as  not the  c a s e  in

54 Joseph G. Rayback, Review of The Industria l Worker in Pennsy l
v an ia  , 1800-1840, W illiam A. Sullivan , M iss is s ip p i  Valley H is to rica l Re
v i e w , 1800-1840, XLIII,2 (September, 1955), pp. 311-12. Rayback c ri t ic ized  
P essen  for ignoring large numbers of workingmen who lived in Philadelphia 
County , the  c i ty 's  "suburbs and l ib e r i t e s ,"  who vo ted  s taunchly  Democratic 
throughout the  period (immune, no doubt, to the "population s h i f t s — ex tens ive  
in the  1 8 3 0 's " ) .
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North Carolina from 183 5 to 1856 nor in New York State in the 182 O's. At 

th o se  tim es both s ta te s  had dual property qua lif ica tions  for voting tha t 

perm itted one to identify  and compare the voting of broad groups which 

rep re sen ted  different economic c l a s s e s .  Thus, in North C aro lina , 1835— 

1856, th e  office of Governor was e lec tive  by a vote of general taxpayers , 

but only f if ty -a c re  freeholders  could vote  for Senator. The taxpaying r e 

quirement w as not a ser ious  lim itation on voting b ecau se  83 percen t of 

the  adu lt m ales voted  for governor in 1840. McCormick compared the 

v o te s  for Senator and Governor in 1840, 1844, and 1856 to determine "w het

her the  f i f ty -a c re  f ree h o ld e rs ,  a s  an upper lev e l economic group, differed 

m arkedly in the ir  party a ff i l ia t io n s  from the rem ainder of the e le c to ra te . "

In each  of the  th ree  e lec t io n s  the  f if ty -acre  freehold vo ters  were 
d iv ided  betw een V/higs and Democrats in a lm ost exac tly  the  same 
proportion a s  th o se  who met only the  taxpaying q u a l i f ic a t io n s .  In 
1840, for exam ple, 53 .7  percent of the freehold e lec to rs  were W higs , 
a s  were  52 .7  percen t of the l e s s  qualified  e lec to rs .  In none of the 
e lec t io n s  w as there  a s  much a s  a two percen t d ifference in the  party 
d is tr ib u tio n  of the  two c l a s s e s  of v o te rs .  Indeed , the  sim ilarity  of 
party  a ff i l ia t io n s  of the  two groups was so nearly  id en tica l  a s  to be 
a s to n ish in g .  . . . Thus, w hether or not a man owned fifty a c res  or 
more of land seem ingly had l i t t le  or no influence on h is  party a f f i l i 
a t io n .

M cC orm ick 's  da ta  for New York bore on the y ears  1816 and 1820— 

1826. There , a dual suffrage b a sed  on property a lso  showed very l i t t le

Richard P. M cCorm ick, "Suffrage C la s s e s  and Pary Alignments: 
A Study in Voter B eh a v io r ," M is s is s ip p i  Valiev H is to rica l R ev iew , XLVI, 3 
(December, 1959), pp. 397, 398-400 , 401, 402. "The s im ilarity  of party 
d is tr ibu tion  w ithin  the two c la s s e s  of e lec to rs  ex is ted  in alm ost every 
county; it is  not the fabrica tion  of an averaging  p r o c e s s ."  p . 403.
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difference betw een the po lit ica l  a lignm ents of upper and lower economic 

groups. The common m an 's  en trance  into p o lit ic s  in 1821 did not a t  a l l  

u p se t  the ex is t in g  ba lance  betw een the major p a r t ie s .  "Either he did not 

v o te ,  or he showed as  much preference for one party a s  for the o th e r ."  

W hile McCormick drew a number of in te re s t in g  conclus ions  regarding 

* the  in fluence  of property re s tr ic t io n s  on e le c to ra te s ,  h is  most in te re s t 

ing conclus ion  (for me) s truck  d irec tly  a t the assum ption  of e a r lie r  h i s 

to rians  tha t voting  w as econom ically  de term ined .

Although North Carolina and New York are not c ited  a s  " ty p ic a l ,"  
they  were two im portant— and even rep re sen ta t iv e—sta te s .  C o n se 
quen tly , the  conclus ion  tha t the upper econom ic-e lec to ra l  c la s s  in 
each  s ta te  d ivided betw een the  major pa rtie s  in a lm ost the same 
proportion a s  the lower econom ic-e lec to ra l  c la s s  r a is e s  s ign ifican t 
qu es tio n s  about the  general va l id i ty  of e co n o m ic -c la ss  in te rp re ta 
tions  of po li t ica l  behav io r .  . . . Here . . . is  a  f ie ld  for further 
s tu d y . ^

McCormick w as challeng ing  an assum ption  tha t  had exerc ized  a 

formidable tyranny over h is to r ia n s '  efforts to understand  voting s ince  the 

time of Turner and Fox. The major virtue and the major v ice  of the h i s 

to rians  d is c u s s e d  above w e re ,  to paraphrase  David Potter , th a t  the ir  da ta  

w as  e x p l ic i t— more so than  o ther h is to r ia n s — but the ir  assum ptions  were 

often im p lic it ,  often unexamined and even unacknow ledged . M ost of the  

sch o la rs  d is c u s s e d  above made a d ire c t ,  em pirical approach  to support

ing th e i r  c laim s about c l a s s e s  and p a r t ie s .  But the ir  controlling a ssu m p 

tio n s  about human behavior and voting behavior were im plicit and unex

am ined and hand icapped  the ir  m ethod. They labored in a d isc ip l in e  in

S^ ib id  . t pp # 409
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w h ich ,  a s  Potter s a id ,  "the developm ent of theory has been  inhibited  . . .

a s  much a s  in any branch of learning" w ith  deb ilita ting  e ffec ts  on m ethod .

This neg lec t  of theory did not m ean , of co u rse ,  tha t the h is to r ian  
rea l ly  confined h im se lf ,  a s  he often p ro fessed  to do , to the mere 
com pilation of data  . In p rac tice , he w as constan tly  attem pting to work 
out answ ers  to the  q ues tions  of c a u sa t io n ,  m otivation, e t c . ,  but the 
assum ptions  of sc ien tif ic  h is tory  / I n  the la te  ISth and early  20th c en 
tu ry?  told him tha t he found th e se  answ ers  in the data  and therefore  
he did not need an a ly t ic a l  to o ls — other than those  for v a lida ting  data 
— to a s s i s t  him in working them out. After the d ec line  of sc ien tif ic  
h is to ry ,  he u su a lly  went right on, ju s t  a s  before , trying in p rac tice  
to work out the  answ ers  to in terpre tive  q u e s t io n s .  But h is  b e lie f  tha t 

. it  w as  im possib le  to work them out in the abso lu te  s en se  s tif led  his 
im pu lses  to formulate any sys tem a tic  theory . C onsequen tly , for the 
b e t te r  ha lf  of a century  now, the  h is to r ia n 's  assum ptions  concerning 
the nature of h is  own work have prevented him from attem pting a s y s 
tem atic  conside ra tion  of the concep ts  which he u s e s  cons tan tly  in the 
course  of h is  w o rk .^?

The c a s e  of h is to r ia n s '  trea tm ent of voting in the Jackson period 

perfec tly  i l lu s t ra te s  how limiting and u n sa tis fac to ry  the  n eg lec t  of a d irec t 

approach  to problems of in te rp re ta tion  can  prove. One of the  most obvious 

fa il ings  of the works d is c u s s e d  ear lier  w as their inab ili ty  to cope w ith "ex 

c e p t i o n s i _ . e . .  , w ith  behavior not apparently  m otivated by economic con 

s id e ra t io n s .  C ushing Strout has said  tha t  "the h is to rian  has  a lw ays been  

em barrassed  by the  effort to d iscove r  conditions which invariab ly  produce 

ce r ta in  r e s u l ts  not o therw ise  accoun ted  for. " Strout would a ttr ibu te  th is  

em barrassm ent to the  h is to r ia n 's  inab ility  to re -run  e v e n ts .  But the em

b arrassm en t of Fox, M uelle r ,  Sullivan and others re su l ted  from the ir  not

57David Potter , "Explicit Data and Implicit Assumptions in H is to r i
c a l  S tu d y ,"  ed .  Louis G o ttsch a lk ,  G enera liza tion  in the  W riting of H istory  
(Chicago: U niversity  of Chicago P re s s ,  1963), p .  180.
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p o s s e s s in g  even the s im plest  working theory of voting behavior that 

would have required them to use a method designed  to te s t  a varie ty  

of p o ss ib le  de term inants  of voting behav io r ,  and not jus t  the  economic 

de term inan t.  Tyrannized by the assum ption  of economic determ ination 

of v o tin g ,  Fox and the others lacked  an adequate, "design  of proof. " 

They examined only two v a r ia b le s :  w ealth  and vo ting . When they en 

countered  behavior for w hich economic motivation offered no an sw er ,  

the ir  exp lana tions  u su a lly  ground to a h a l t .  The apogee of economic 

de te rm in ism 's  tyranny and the c lea re s t  exp ress ion  of the sch o la r 's  

bondage to o n e -fac to r  economic a n a ly s is  cam e, iron ica lly , in a work 

w hich  sought to show tha t the  Boston working c la s s  did not vote for 

Jackson,- con tra ry ,as  most economic in te rpre ta tions  would be expected  

to a l l e g e ,  to i ts  c la s s  in te re s t .  Edward P essen  revealed  the thorough

going assum ption  of economic dterminism which underpinned h is  method 

when he s ta ted  h is  d e s id e ra ta  of "ideal da ta"  which could show lab o r 's  

a t t i tu d e s  to Jackson . "The idea l data  for th is  study would c o n s is t  of 

l i s t s  of a ll  the  v o te r s ,  p rec ise  desc rip tio n s  of their occupations  and 

so c ia l  p o s i t io n s —that i s ,  w hether they  were w ealthy  o rpoor , journey

men or m a s te r s ,  small re ta i l  d ea le rs  or large m e rc h a n ts - - a n d , f in a l ly ,  

a tab u la t io n  of the ir  v o t e s . " This would consti tu te  "defin itive  m a te r ia l .

58 P e s s e n ,  P o li tica l Science Q uarterly , LXIV, 2, p . 2 63.
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Turner, it w ill  be remembered, desired  not ju s t  ' 'phys ica l"  and 

"economic" data  about v o te r s ,  but a lso  information about "na tiona li t ies  

and s ta te  origins of the  v o te r ,  a s s e s sm e n t  ro l l s ,  denom inational groups, 

. i l l i te r a c y ,  e t c . "

In 1960 a d irec t challenge  to one-fac to r  a n a ly s is  came in Lee 

B enson 's  c rit ique  of the  method used  by C harles  A. Beard in The Economic 

In terpreta tion  of the C o n s ti tu tion . Benson showed a "logical fa llacy"  in 

B eard 's  method th a t  w as the  same logica l fa llacy  inherent in P e s se n 's  

formulation of what con s ti tu ted  " ideal d a ta"  and the same logica l fa llacy  

running through h is to r ia n s '  a ttem pts  to study voting in the Jackson period. 

Beard had p resen ted  a th e s i s  regarding the c rea tion  of the  United S tates  

C onsti tu tion  b ased  primarily on a co llec t iv e  economic biography of d e le 

g a te s  to the  C o n sti tu tiona l C onvention—and to some of the ra tify ing con

ven tions  in the  s t a t e s .  Beard explained the  d e le g a te 's  p o li t ica l  a t t i tu d e s ,  

i_.e_. , the ir  voting in the  C onvention , according  to the ir  economic in te re s t .  

Benson said  tha t  Beard 's  a ssum ption  tha t  perceived  se lf  in te re s t  w as the 

only a sp e c t  of c la s s  pos it ion  influencing  po lit ica l  behavior w as log ica lly  

fa l la c io u s  b eca u se  "it assum ed  what Beard proposed to dem onstra t e .  ”

Beard could not t e s t  h is  hypo thesis  by re s tr ic t in g  h is  a tten tio n  to the d e le 

g a te s '  c l a s s  pos it ion  and not te s t in g  the  re le v a n c e ,  s a y ,  of e thnic  and 

re l ig io u s  b a ck g ro u n d s . Beard him self had made sca t te red  re fe ren ces  to 

the  effect of such non-econornic factors on m en 's  o p in ions . In formal 

te rm s ,  sa id  Benson,
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Beard 's design  of proof is  log ica lly  fa l lac io u s  b ecau se  it a ssum es  
that the  re la t io n sh ip  betw een two va riab les  can  be d iscovered  w ith 
out considering  the  p o ss ib le  influence of other v a r ia b le s .  Or, in 
pos it ive  te rm s , to d iscover the re la t io n sh ip s  be tw een opinion on 
the C onsti tu tion  and economic c l a s s ,  it  is  n ece ssa ry  to consider 
the e ffect of other v a riab les  (factors) tha t  might a lso  have influenced  
opinion (e . £ . ,  membership in e thnic  g roups, mem bership— or lack 
of i t— in re lig ious  g roups, previous p a r t isan  a f f i l ia t io n s ,  level of 
educa tion ) .  In sh o rt ,  spurious re la t io n sh ip s  may re su l t  if a t ten tion  
is  re s t r ic te d  to two v a r ia b le s .  69

Benson then offered a substan tive  example from his then  forth

coming study of New York State voting in the  1840 's . His exam ination 

of other va riab les  (ethnic and re lig ious)  ind ica ted  tha t a l leg ed  economic 

d ifferences  underlying party d iv is ions  were n o n -e x is ten t  or spu rious .

Benson urged h is to r ian s  to look to the  "logic of m ultivariate

a n a ly s is "  to  help re so lv e  m ethodological problems and to arrive a t more

cred ib le  exp lana tions  of p o li t ic a l  behav ior .

When we try to d isco v e r  the re la t io n sh ip s  betw een two v a r ia b le s ,  
our d e s ig n  of proof must permit us to consider the  p o ss ib le  influence 
of a t l e a s t  one other v a r ia b le .  And the more v a r iab le s  we co n s id e r ,  
the g rea ter  the likelihood of our v e r ify in g , or d isc red it in g ,  a hypo
th e s i s  . 60

M ultivaria te  a n a ly s is  is  a convenient d esc r ip tion  of "the study 

and in te rp re ta tion  of complex in te r- re la t io n s  among a m ultip licity  of 

c h a r a c te r i s t i c s . "  Benson em phasized  tha t  "it is  the logic of m ultivari

a te  a n a ly s i s ,  not i ts  spec if ic  ap p lica t io n s  in other d i s c ip l in e s ,  tha t
61

seem s to me to have p o ten tia l  va lue  for h is to r io g rap h y ."

^ B e n s o n ,  Turner and Beard, pp. 153, 154.

Q^Ibid . , pp. 158-59.
61 Ibid . , n . 4 ,  p . 159.
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In 1961 Benson published  The Concept of Tacksonian Democracy; 

New York a s  a Test C a s e ,  in w hich he sought to p rac tice  m ultivariate  . 

a n a ly s i s .  Concept showed in many w ays the inc reas ing  impact of in te r

d isc ip linary  trends on h is to r ic a l  m ethodology. Benson re l ied  heav ily  on 

methods drawn from p o lit ica l  sc ien ce  to identify  group voting pa tte rns  

and used  concep ts  drawn from sociology and soc ia l  psychology to help 

account for voting behav ior .

Benson made h is  book testim ony to the  grea ter  c red ib ility  and 

p rec is ion  of m ultivariate  over on e -v a riab le  a n a ly s is  , and of system atic  

over im p ress io n is tic  procedure. He considered  s ix  v a r iab les  in d e te r 

mining the group b a se s  of voting behavior: ”1) previous voting behavior; 

2) economic group; 3) e thnocultu ra l group; 4) re lig ious  group; 5) r e s id e n 

t ia l  group [ i . e . . , large c i ty ,  small c i ty — large tow n, small tow n, large 

v i l la g e ,  o ther rural); 6) reg ional group ( i . e . ,  re s id en ce  in geographical 

a rea  of New York S ta te ) ."  With v a r iab les  for.which no quan tita tive  m ea

sure w as a v a ilab le  (e.,a. , percen t of e thnocultural groups in a town) 

Benson es tim ated  the  v a r ia b le 's  content on the  b a s is  of pa instak ing ly  a s 

sembled im p ress io n is t ic  ev id en ce .  If a quan tita tive  m easure w as a v a i l 

a b le — e,.c[. / one for m easuring the  re la t iv e  w ealth  of rural tow ns— he 

supplem ented the  m easure w ith ev idence  from a v a rie ty  of so u rc e s ,  pa r

ticu larly -tow nship  and county h is to r ie s .



www.manaraa.com

48

Proposing tha t "at l e a s t  s ince  the 182 0 's  when manhood suffrage

became w id esp read ,  e thnic  and re lig ious  d ifferences have tended to be

re la t iv e ly  the most important sources of p o li t ica l  d ifferences  ,"  he showed

th a t  th is  held  for New York in the 1840's. Benson did not ignore the

operation  of economic d ifferences , but a ss ig n ed  .them le s s e r  in f luence .

Economic or other in fluences  (g.jg. , sec tiona l)  could become re la t iv e ly

62more important under d ifferent c o n d i t io n s .

W hile Benson 's  most immediate substan tive  concern  was to under

mine trad it iona l assum ptions  regarding the c la s s  b a se s  of pa rtie s  in the 

Jackson e ra ,  o r ,  a s  he renam ed i t ,  "The Age of E g a li ta r ian ism ,"  the thrust 

of h is  two books w as d irec ted  a t  a cen tra l problem in the craft of American 

h is to ry  w rit ing , namely "the gap between theory and p ra c t ic e ."  He w as 

challeng ing  not ju s t  the theory of economic determinism but a lso  the h i s 

to r ia n 's  habit of working w ith  such  "implicit a ssum ptions"  and u n co n sc i-

63
ously  applying "unreasoned and unrecognized a s su m p tio n s ."

The ear lier  s tu d ie s  of Democratic and Whig voting were log ica lly  

fa l la c io u s  b ecau se  they  te s te d  only two v a riab les  in  dem onstrating the  

c la s s  b a s e s  of vo ting . Behind tha t re liance  on one te s t  w as an unacknow

ledged theory of economic determinism w hich s tu ltif ied  the ir  method and 

doomed it to inadequacy . Earlier h is to r ians  wrote a s  if they  were

^ B e n s o n ,  C oncep t,  pp . ix ,  165, and 123-207.

63Potter , "Explicit D a ta ,"  pp. 180, 183, p a s s im .
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deriving id eas  from the data ra ther than  se lec t in g  the data in the 
light of / t h e i r / 7 id eas  (which would be 'u n h is to r ic a l1) . But in ac tu a l  
p ra c t ice ,  does not the h is to r ian  often derive h is  view of h is tory  from 
h is  pe rsonal philosophy ra ther than from his  an a ly s is  of the ev id en ce?  
If he and another h is to r ian  d isag ree ,  is their d isagreem ent a lw ays in 
heren t in the ev idence  or is  it often a d isagreem ent about the genera l
iza t io n  w hich  is to be applied  to the  ev idence?  Every h is to rian  w ill 
re c o g n iz e ,  no doubt, th a t  sub jec tive  factors, are cer ta in  to influence 
h is  c o l le a g u e s ,  and conceivab ly  even h im se lf .  But what we do -not 
a lw ays recogn ize  perhaps is  tha t what appears  to be argumentation 
about a spec if ic  h is to r ic a l  problem may rea lly  be controversy  about 
the  nature of the forces tha t operate  in human so c ie ty .  Insofar a s  it 
is  the  la t te r ,  it could not poss ib ly  be solved in the  terms in w hich  it 
is  being d i s c u s s e d —which is one reason  why h is to r ica l  con trovers ies  
are so seldom reso lved .® ^

^ Ib id . , p .  196 .
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CHAPTER III

DESIGN FOR A CASE STUDY OF VOTING BEHAVIOR

IN WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN, 1837-1852 

Introduction
1. Aims.

This study  in tends  to identify  the  soc ia l  g roups--econom ic  

e th n o cu l tu ra l ,  r e l ig io u s ,  or o ther—which supported the  Whig and 

Dem ocratic  p a r t ie s  in Wayne C o u n t y , .  M ich igan , 1837-1852 . It 

in tends  to exp la in  a s  far a s  p o ss ib le  why cer ta in  kinds of persons  

and groups voted  a s  they  did and to identify  which i s s u e s  were most 

s ign if ican t in cau s in g  p a r t ie s  to divide and in caus ing  vo ters  to form 

and hold party  l o y a l t i e s .

System atic  knowledge about the m ass  support of pa rtie s  in a 

N orthw estern  county and s ta te  in the 1840* s should supplem ent Benson 's  

a n a ly s is  of New York, and t e s t  both the "Concept of Jacksonian Democ- 

r a c . y " a s  w e ll  a s  some of B enson 's  p ropositions and f ind ings . This 

should be ano ther brick in the foundation for broader genera liza tions  

about an te -b e llu m  Northern p o l i t ic s .  In add ition  to inc reas ing  our un

ders tand ing  of p o li t ic a l  h is to ry ,  th is  study has  tried  to h ighlight b as ic  

fea tu res  of American p o li t ic s  and cu ltu re ,  particu larly  the  re la tio n sh ip  

of the  ind iv idual to the su b cu ltu re ,  the in te rac t ions  betw een subcultures , 

and the  functions  of the p o li t ic a l  party in American so c ie ty .

51
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2. Theoretical Assumptions .

(a .)  M ost voting behavior is socia lly  determ ined . A number 

of v a r iab le s  in the ir  soc ia l  development and environment c au se  most 

men to choose  a cer ta in  party .

(b .) In tens ive  study of a rep resen ta tive  locality  can yie ld  

gen era l iza t io n s  reach ing  far beyond i t .  The po li t ica l  dynamics of a 

coun ty , for exam ple, can  be a way of understanding the typ ica l dynam

ics  of a sec tion  or na tion .

Focus on a microcosm does not mean tha t one simply d e sc r ib e s  

and c la s s i f ie s  tha t lo c a l i ty .  Rather, a s  David Potter s a id ,  bringing to 

mind the famous mite of Pasca l w ithin  which were an "infinity of un i

v e r s e s ,  "

g enera liza tion  in h is tory  is in escapab le  and . . . the  h is to rian  
cannot avoid it by making limited s ta tem en ts  about limited d a ta .
For a microcosm is ju s t  a s  cosm ic as  a m acrocosm. Moreover, 
re la t io n sh ip s  betw een the fac tors  in a microcosm are just a s  subtle 
and the  g en era liza tio n s  involved in s ta ting  th e se  re la tio n sh ip s  are 
jus t  a s  broad as  the g en era liza tio n s  concerning the re la tion  between 
fac tors  in a s itua tion  of larger sca le .*

(c .)  There is a rapport or correspondence betw een a p a rty 's

charac te r  and the charac te r  of soc ia l  groups supporting i t .  Party ch a r-
2

a c te r  c o n s is ts  of the  a t t i tu d e s ,  v a lu e s ,  and ideology or be lie f  system

^Potter, "Explicit D a ta , " p . 191.

2This concep t is  borrowed from Phillip E. C onverse , "The Nature 
of Belief Systems in M ass  Publics ;"  (ed .) David E. A pter, Ideology and 
D iscon ten t (The Free Press of G lencoe , 1964), pp. 206-61.



www.manaraa.com

53

tha t are ex p re ssed  in a p a rty 's  im age, s ty le ,  rhe to ric ,  and au ra . For

some so c ia l  groups a party is  a positive  reference group, for o thers it

is  a negative  re fe rence  group. If a party serves  opposing functions for

two g roups , ch an ces  are tha t the two groups are an tagon is tic  to one

ano ther .  These re la t io n sh ip s  are u sua lly  d iscoverab le  and provide c lues

and in fe rences  a s  to how various  socia l groups v o ted .  The soc ia l  groups

being referred to here can be particu lar soc ia l  groups, e_,g,. / labo re rs ,

Irish C a th o l ic s ,  or Germ ans, and they can a lso  be more amorphous
3

groupings which Daniel Bell has  ca lled  "broad symbolic g ro u p s ,"  and

4w hich may a lso  be termed "po lit ica l  s u b cu l tu re s ."  A broad symbolic 

group is  in c lu s iv e  and c la s s i f ie s  men accord ing  to their " so c ia l  and c u l

tu ra l c h a ra c te r is t ic s  (defined by such c r ite ria  a s  c l a s s ,  e thnic  group, 

re lig ious  group, r e s id e n c e s ,  educa tion), the ir  formal and informal organi

za tio n s  . . . the ir  v a lu e s ,  the ir  b e l ie f s ,  the ir  sym bols, the ir  sen se  of 

id e n t i ty .

3. M ethod.

The major source of information about M ichigan po li t ic s  in the 

p re -C iv il  War period is Floyd B. S tree te r 's  Poli tica l Parties in M ichigan ,

3
Benson, Turner and B eard , p. 170.

4
Frank J. Sorauf, Poli tica l Parties in the American S y s tem , e d . Shel

don S . W olin , Basic Studies in Politics  (Boston: Little, Brown andCo. , 19 64), 
p . 149. On p os it ive  and negative  reference  groups see Robert K .Merton, Social 
Theory and Social Structure (revised edition; Free Press of Glencoe, 1957).

^Benson, Turner and B eard , pp. 169-70.
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1837-1860 (1918). The following pages shall  re -exam ine  much M ichigan 

p o li t ic a l  h is to ry ,  but no attem pt has  been made to write a formal narra -
g

tive  of po li t ica l  even ts  a lthough it should become c lear  tha t a rev is ion  

of S tree te r 's  narrative  is  long overdue. S tree te r 's  method of describ ing  

p o li t ic a l  p a r t ie s  and in accounting for voting behav io r—typ ica l of the 

methods d is c u s s e d  in the la s t  chap te r—w ill be c r i t ic iz ed ,  and m ultivariate  

a n a ly s is  used  in p lace  of o n e-fac to r  a n a ly s is .  Voting has  been examined 

sy s tem a tica l ly  ra the r than  im p ress io n is t ic a l ly .  Some parts  of th is  study 

a r e ,  how ever, im p re ss io n is t ic ,  b ecau se  i t  was unnecessa ry  or too d ivert

ing or im possib le  for them to be o the rw ise . Some parts  serve a negative 

func tion , th a t  i s ,  showing what did not happen . Other parts  simply ra ise  

q u e s t io n s ,  pose h y p o th e se s ,  or suggest l ines  of study .

Since data  perta in ing  to individual vo ters  is  not ava ilab le  in the 

an te -be llum  period , the  re sea rc h e r  must turn to a study of aggregate  po li

t ic a l  u n i ts .  Wayne C ounty 's  towns and D e tro it 's  w a rd s ,  e..&. , provide 

the  data  for making in fe rences  about how indiv iduals  in Wayne County 

most probably v o ted .

6Thus I have w ritten  m ostly , a lthough not only , what J. H. Hexter 
c a l l s  "rank" h is to ry  as  opposed to "file" h is to ry . "If we deal vigorously  
w ith  a chain  of even ts  in time / f i l e / w e  lose  track of the connec tedness  
of each  part of the chain  w ith the other happenings contemporary w ith  i t .
If we deal w ith t h e  in te rre la t io n s  of even ts  in a particu lar time / r a . n k /  
we lo se  track  of the connec tions  of each  particu lar event with its  a n te 
ced en ts  and- co n seq u en ces  . " R eappraisals  in History (Northwestern Uni
v e rs i ty  P res s ,  1961), p . 22.
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I examined the  demographic c h a rac te r is t ic s  of tow ns , w a rd s ,  

and c o u n t ie s ,  and the ir  voting behavior over tim e. From e lec tion  r e 

tu rns  it w as  p o ss ib le  to construct a time se r ies  or voting profile of 

each  unit in Wayne County from 1837 to 1852 , showing the number

7
and percen t of the  to ta l  given to each  party in every major e lec t io n .

Six major v a r iab le s  could be compared: party loyalty ; major economic 

group (farm, urban); economic c la s s ;  re lig ious  group; e thnocultural 

group; and re s id en ce  (urban, moderate ru ra l ,  very  ru ra l ) . The "ex 

treme c a s e s , "  tha t i s ,  the p o lit ica l  units which had the most homo

genous popula tions or w hich most d isproportionately  supported one 

party  provided the b e s t  ev idence for genera liza tions  about vo ting .

W herever p o ss ib le  an effort has been  made to develop quan ti

ta t iv e  m easures  for econom ic , re l ig io u s ,  and other v a r ia b le s ,  a s  p re 

c is e ly  a s  the  ava ilab le  data  perm itted . For exam ple, Benson c la s s if ie d  

rural New York towns in five economic c a te g o r ie s ,  ranging from "un

usu a lly  p rosperous"  to "p oo r,"  by using a quan tita tive  m easure  con

s truc ted  from the average  value  of family dw e ll in g s ,  checking i ts  r e l i -
g

ab il i ty  a g a in s t  im p ress io n is t ic  ev idence . I constructed  an "O ccupa

tiona l S ta tus"  sca le  w ith  w hich to compare units  on the b a s is  of the

7
On the n e c e s s i ty  of studying e lec to ra te s  or p o li t ic a l  units  over 

tim e , see  Lee Benson, "Research Problems in American H is to riography ,"  
e d . Mirra Komarovsky, Common Frontiers of the Social Sc iences  (Glen- 
coe: The Free P re s s ,  1957), pp. 113-83. The wards were c rea ted  in 1839 
and the only major e lec t io n s  for which I w as unable to obtain re turns were 
the  P res iden tia l  e lec t io n s  of 1840 and 1844.

^Lee Benson, Concept of Tacksonian D em ocracy , pp . 147-48.
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percent of.different economic c l a s s e s  among the potentia l  vote rs  in each 

unit in 1850. From the 1850 manuscript  of the federal  census  a hand tab u 

la t ion  w as  made of the occupation of every potential  voter (white, male ,  

over 21) in every Wayne township  (18) and in 14 se lec ted  townships  in 

W ash tenaw ,  Oakland,  and Hil lsda le  coun t ie s .  This involved over 4900 

persons  for Wayne County a lone .  The descr ip t ion  of the ind iv idua l ' s  

occupat ion  and property provided the cr i teria by which he was  ranked in 

one of 18 occupational groups re flect ing re la t ive  socio-economic  status  

(the Occupa t iona l-S ta tus  s c a l e ,  dev ised  after a study of the characte r  and
9

re la tive  earn ings of occupations  in the 1840's and 1850's) . The sca le  

c o n s i s t s  of two major groups,  Farm and Urban, and six sub-groups: Farm 

Owners; Farm Laborers; Tenan ts ,  Unskil led Workers; Skilled and Service 

Workers;  and White Collar Workers .  The percentages  of th e se  c l a s s e s  

and the ir  subd iv is ions  in various  combinat ions  provided a way of compar

ing u n i t s .  Towns, for example,  could be ranked according to the percent 

of Farm Laborers and Tenants in e ach ,  or according to the aggregate  percent  

of some grouping of "upper" c l a s s e s .

Since soc io log is t s  today ,  with great  amounts of "objective"  and 

" sub jec t ive"  da ta  about in d iv id u a l s , d isagree  about the bes t  measurement

9James C .. Bonner const ructed  a similar sca le  or tab le  from the 
1850 and 1860 c en su s  schedu les  for Hancock County,  Georgia .  His t a b le ,  
which he ca l led  "Economic Status of Occupationa l Groups ,"  c o n s i s t s  of 
10 c l a s s e s  arranged "to approximate ascending  order of economic w e l l 
be ing . " "Profile of a J^ate Ante-Bellum Community ," AHR, XLIX, 4 (July, 
1944), 671.
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of socio-economic  s t a t u s , I am well  aware of the l imitations  of the 

sca le  used  here .  1 checked the s c a l e ' s  rankings  aga ins t  impress ion

is t i c  evidence  and other economic da ta /  such  a s  the average  va lue  of 

farms and the average  value  of farm machinery in t o w n s . ^  The sca le  

is desc r ibed  in de ta i l  in Appendix A, and other quanti ta t ive  measures  

used  for other va r iab les  are d is cu s sed  in the t ex t .

4.  Study of Eas tern Michigan  and Michigan.

W ashtenaw County ,  immediately w e s t  of Wayne, and Oakland, 

jus t  north of Wayne and W as ten aw ,  formed together with Wayne a rough 

tr iangle  in eas te rn  Michigan . Hil lsdale  county w as  sou theas t  of the se  

three and not contiguous with them.  Study of th e se  counties  brought 

more soc ia l  groups under observation  and hypotheses  generated from 

Wayne data  could be ch ecked .  Washtenaw and Oakland were both pop

ulous  count ies  and logica l  cho ices  for further s tudy. Hi l lsda le  was  

simply one other eas te rn  Michigan county for which some township e l e c 

t ion re turns  were a v a i l ab le ,  th is  being no mean cons idera t ion .  Deta iled

^ F o r  a d i s c u s s io n  of the history of the development of s ta tus  
measurement see  Theodore Canlow, The Sociology of Work (Minneapolis:  
Univers ity  of Minnesota  P r e s s , 1954), pp.  30-57. " O b j e c t i v e "  
re fers  to measurable  d a ta ,  e_.q,. , income, w ea l th ,  r e s id en c e .  "Subjec
tive" refe rs  to what indiv iduals  think about the ir  c l a s s  or s t a tu s .

^ T h e s e  addit ional m easures  were computed from the whole number 
of occupied farms and other da ta  for farms given for townships  in St a t i s 
t i c s  of the State of Michigan From the Census  of 1850 (Lansing, 1851), and 
from C ensus  of the State of Michigan (Lansing, 1854).
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s o c io - ec o n o m ic , e thn ic ,  and re lig ious  d a t a  from the census  manuscript  

w as  gathered only for the  "banner" towns in the counties  outs ide  Wayne, 

tha t  i s ,  the towns which gave the la rgest  vote  most cons is ten t ly  to the 

same p a r t y .

The voting of a l l  of M ich igan 's  counties  in 1844, 1848, and 1852 

w as  compared with demographic data for counties  from the  census  of 1850. 

Some of the pa t te rns  found at  the township  and ward level were strikingly 

corroborated by the  s ta tewide  county da ta .  This broadening of scope r e 

su l ted  l e s s  from a des i re  to expand the geographical  breadth and more 

from a des i re  to t e s t  hypo theses  and part icularly to bring more socia l  

groups under observa t ion .  In some c a s e s ,  that  a lone has  been done a rb i 

t ra r i ly ,  e..g,. , Mormons in northern Michigan and Germans in weste rn  

Michigan have been brought into the p ic ture .

5 . The C ase  Study

In 1940 James Malin said that  "American History needs  to be wri t 

ten from the bottom up" and recommended the local  community approach 

a s  making poss ib le  "the a n a ly s i s  of units  small enough so that  they can 

be dealt  with in the ent ire ty  of their  behavior .  As people do not live their  

l ives  in separa te  com p ar tm en ts - -eco n o m ic , s o c ia l ,  cu l tu ra l ,  or re lig ious  

— the study of his to ry  . . . must be envis ioned as  a w h o le . "  A single 

community would not al low genera liza tion  but a number of "sample 

communities"  s tudied separa te ly  could "afford a reasonab le  b a s i s  for
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12
g e n e ra l iz a t io n ."  Thus,  the c a se  study can be a v ita l  part of the h i s 

to r ian ' s  method. It has  a lways  been recogn ized ,  as  the authors  of the 

Harvard Guide to American History s a i d , that  "A single community can 

serve as  a c a s e  study which throws light on general  problems, " but they

seem to regard local s tud ies  more a s  a subdivision of s ta te  and local  

13h is to ry .

The c a s e  study has  had l e s s  signif icance  in American h is to r ica l  

scholarsh ip  than in European. Joseph Schafer observed over forty years  

ago:

We know . . . what l ight has  been shed on general  his tory by studies  
of a single  monastery or of a given manor whose  records happened to 
be preserved or the gild of a single town.  Such s tudies  have remade 
his to ry  in the older world ,  becau se  they revealed  the typica l  life for
c e s  and the ir  modes of o p e r a t i o n . ^

Georges  Lefebvre , who Robert R. Palmer descr ibed  as  "the most 

d is t ingu ished  l iving authority on the  period of the / F r e n c h /  Revolution, " 

began s tudying tha t  period with a four-volume an a ly s i s  of "the rural  so c i 

ology of a single depar tment ,  tha t  of Nord, before and during the Revolu

t i o n , "  which took him twenty y e a r s .  "To read in the se  vo lu m es ,"  said 

Palmer,  "is  l ike enter ing into the Revolution i t s e l f ,  so c lo se  are  they to

12 James C. Mal in ,  "Local His to rical  Studies and Population Prob
l e m s , "  e d . Caroline W are ,  The Cultural  Approach to History (New York: 
Columbia Univers ity  P re s s ,  1940), p.  300.

13Oscar Handlin et a l . , Harvard Guide to American History (Cam
bridge: Harvard Universi ty P res s ,  1953), pp.  217-18.

14 . xSchafer,  Minnesota  His to r ical  Bulletin, IV (1921),
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the daily l ives  of the ac tua l  people."*'*

Limited but in tense  s tudies  convey a sense  of things e lusive

b ecau se  they were so obvious , which everyone took for granted and no

one bothered to record ,  as  well  as  the pace  and style of l i fe .

Yet perhaps  c a s e  s tud ies  are  becoming o b so le t e ,  vic tims of

progress  as  manifes ted  in

the development  of computer technolog ies  for the rapid handling of
large m a ss e s  of information,  usua l ly  quan t i ta t ive .  . . . /T /h e se
c ap a c i t i e s  , / h a v e /  enormously expanded the horizons of the scholar
who has  ana ly t ic  problems involving concrete  bodies  of d a ta ,  for he
is  no longer bound to the small amounts of information that  he can
r e a l i s t i c a l ly  expect to hand-copy  or analyze  from tabula tions  of social
s t a t i s t i c s .  Thus ,  for example,  the inves t iga tor  in te res ted  in some
ra ther general  question  . . .  of American h is to r ica l  voting behavior
need no bn g e r  limit the empirical  portions of his  inquiry to a "case
study" of a par ticu la r  s ta te  in a short time period out of re sp ec t  for
the sheer bulk of c le r ica l  labor involved in a broader definit ion of
the problem: he can check  out his theore t ica l  surmises  over much

16more ex tended a reas  and time per iods .

As one who spent a summer before microfilms of cen su s  manu

sc r ip ts  making hand tabula t ions  I see  no inherent virtue in labor ious ,  

c le r ica l  labor.  What can be learned from personal examination of the 

manuscr ip ts  rapid ly  re a ch e s  the point of diminishing if not vanishing 

re tu rns .  But i n t e n s i v e  c a se  s tu d ie s ,  with or without such labor,  en 

ab le  the re sea rche r  to become familiar with the "universe"  which he is 

s tudying ,  and to see  it as  far as  poss ib le  in "the ent ire ty of / i t s /  b e -

Georges  Lefebvre , The Coming of the French Revolution, 1789, 
t r a n s . Robert R. Palmer (Princeton: Princeton Universi ty P res s ,  1947), 
pp .  v i , x i - x i i .

16In te r -Univers i ty  Consortium for Pol i t ica l  R ese a r ch , Annual Repor t , 
1964-1965 (Ann Arbor, 1965), pp.  10-11.
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h av io r . "  He can satu rate  h imself  in i ts  h is to ry ,  and can explore

indiv idua l ,  family ,  and group re la t ionsh ips  a t  many l e v e l s ,  a l l  of

which can  inform his in terpre ta tion of poli t ica l  behavio r .  While the

limitat ions  of the  c a s e  study are obv ious ,  i ts  overwhelming and

compensating adv an tag e ,  a s  Robert A. Dahl has s a id ,  "is that  the

enterpr ise  is  reduced  to manageable  propor t ions ."  Dahl observed

that "It i s  no t ,  pe rhaps ,  wholly acc iden ta l  that  the two poli t ica l

theo r is t s  who did most to develop a descr ip tion  of po li t ica l  sc ience

were  Aristotle and M achiave l l i  who, though separa ted  by e ighteen

centur ies ,both  w i tn e s s e d  po l i t ics  on the smal le r ,  more human s ca le  

17
of the  c i t y - s t a t e .

F inally ,  po l i t ica l  re s ea rc h e r s  are  not agreed as  to what con

s t i tu te s  the most effect ive unit of a n a ly s i s  in studying pas t  voting 

behavior .  P resen t ly ,  individual  da ta  is most re l ied  upon, but it is

not ava i lab le  for most of American h is to ry .  The local study brings

18the h is to r ian  c lo s e s t  to indiv iduals  . This is  not to re jec t  the uti li ty 

of the  extended s tudy. The broad c a n v a s s  and c a s e  study can be brought 

together s u c c e s s fu l ly ,  and computer technolog ies  can aid in th is  p ro c e ss .

17Robert A . D a h l , Who Governs? ;  Democracy and Power in an 
American City (New Haven: Yale Univers ity  P r e s s ,  1961), pp .  v - v i .

18On the re la t ionsh ip  between the community context and the 
v o t e r ' s  frame of re fe rence  see  Philip A. Ennis,  "The Contextual  Dimen
sion in Voting," eds . Will iam McPhee and Will iam A. G lase r ,  Public 
Opinion and Congress iona l  Elect ions (Glencoe: Free P res s ,  1962), pp.  
180-211.
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196. Wayne County ,Representat ive  of What?

Wayne County,  Mich igan ,  is a good p lace  to make a c a se  study

to follow up Benson 's  study of New York. Michigan w as  sett led  largely

by New Yorkers.  In 185 0, 33 .6  percent  of i ts  population had been born in

New York. Only 7 .8  percent had been born in New England, but most of

the ex-New Yorkers were  of New England descen t ,  so that  "Yankees" were

the predominant group in the popula tion,  and sou theas tern  Michigan was

20for a t ime dubbed "Greater  New England. "

In the 1840‘s and 1850's Wayne County recap i tu la ted  in i ts  socia l  

s tructure  many a sp e c t s  of Michigan and the Northwest .  Within i ts  bounds 

lay Detro i t ,  one of the o ldes t  se t t lements  of the reg ion ,  M ich igan 's  larg

e s t  town in 1837 and la rges t  ci ty in 1860. Linked to Lake Erie by the De

troit  River on i ts  ea s te rn  boundary,  Detroit  was  the landing p lace  for most 

of the emigrants  coming w e s t  over the Erie C ana l .  In the 183 0 's  Detroit 

housed  some small  f a c to r i e s ,  chief ly  metal  and woodworking concerns .  

Two ra il roads  were  under construction  in 1837, but Detro i t ' s  most impor

tan t  connec t ions  to the r e s t  of the  world were the 47 lake v e s s e l s  owned 

by D e t ro i te r s ,  t e s t i fy ing  to the leading part played by commerical  in te r

e s t s  in D e tro i t ' s  economy in the 1830's and 1840's.  Detro i t ' s  economic 

19For an exce l len t  d i s c u s s io n  of the "Question of rep re sen ta t iv e 
n e s s "  with r e s p ec t  to a n ine teen th-cen tury  city see  Stephan Thernstrom, 
Poverty and Progress (Cambridge,  M a s sa c h u se t t s :  Llarvard University 
P r e s s ,  1964), pp.  192-2 06.

2 0 Seventh C e n s u s ,  185 0 - - S ta t i s t i c a l  View, Compendium (Wash
ington,  1854), pp.  116-18. J. Harold S tevens ,  "The Influence of New
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importance in 1840 was  a s  a jobbing cen te r ,  with 11 commission houses  

engaged in foreign trade  with a n  aggregate  capita l  of $123 ,000.  For 

the  next decade  or so Detroit continued to be the jobbing center for a 

large part of Michigan ,  supplying merchants  in the in terior.  Detroit 's  

exports were agricultura l  products from the hinterland and i ts fac tories  

produced for s ta te  m arke ts .  Before the r i se  of Chicago,  Detroit was a 

key point a s t r ide  the general  eas tward  flow of grains and wool and the 

westward  flow of manufactured goods.  By 1860, however, the  "leading 

economic a c t iv i t i e s  at  Detroit  . . . shifted from commerce to manufac

t u r e s . "  Several  indus tr ies  had been s tead i ly  growing a n d  employing 

large numbers of men by 1860: lumber (4 66 men),  machinery and steam 

engines  (505), iron (300), leather  (108), pig iron (120), and malt liquors

/ x 21(78) were the  l a rg e s t .

Although Detro i t ' s  p resence  made Wayne M ichigan 's  most popu

lous county ,  it should not be assumed tha t  a l l  the county 's  towns were 

the first  se t t led  in eas te rn  Michigan. Some were not se t t led  until the 

1830's b e ca u se  sandy loam soil, heavy clay,  thick timber, and generally  

fla t  lands  (depriving Wayne of good water  power), d iver ted ,  in i t ia l ly ,  

emigrants  from much of the Detroit h in te r land .  Thus, some Wayne town

ships  in the  1840's w e re a s  f rontier - l ike  as  any in the N or thw es t .

England in M ich igan ,"  Michigan H is to ry , XIX (Autumn, 1938), 321-
54. Almon Ernest P a rk in s , The His to rical  Geography of Detroit  (Lansing:
Michigan His tor ica l  Commission,  1918).

^ P a r k i n s ,  pp.  131-32 , 184, 316-17, 291, 292-93.  Parkins '  f igures 
were  from the Eighth Census  of the  United S ta tes ,  1860.
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As Detroit  developed as  a port ci ty and cente r  of trade and manu

fac tu r ing ,  and as  ra il  and to ll  roads  pushed from it into the in terior,  the 

hin te rland became peopled and p rosperous ,  even while  re ta in ing ,  ou ts ide 

of Detroit ,  a predominantly rural  charac te r .  Most of the  coun ty 's  inhabi

tan t s  outs ide  of Detroit  earned the ir  living by t i l l ing the so i l .  Wheat and , 

to a l e s s e r  ex ten t ,  po ta toes  became the cash  c rops ,  other farm products 

being g ra in s ,  corn ,  l iv e s to ck ,  and dairy products-. The range of socia l  

s t ruc tu res  encom passed  in Wayne went from Detroit w a rd s ,  whose  soc io 

economic o rganization  in 1860 was  as  complex as  any weste rn  c i t y ' s ,  to 

townships  completely  devoted to a g r i c u l tu re .

Steady st reams of emigrants and immigrants,  the la t ter  ever i n c re a s 

ing ,  f lowed into W^ayne from 1840 to 1860. The foreigners  c lus tered  in De

troit  and a few to w n sh ip s ,  while most of the  towns remained predominantly 

na tive  born.  The immigrants were mostly  Irish Cathol ics  and Germans,  

Protes tant and C atho l ic .  Engl ish,  Scots and W elsh  from the British I s le s  

and C an a d a ,  F r e n c h - C a n a d ia n s , and others  came in much smal ler numbers.

In 1834 the foreign born amounted to about 20 percent  of De tro i t ' s  popula -

22
t io n ,  in 18 60 they cons t i tu ted  about 47 percen t .  The foreign born popu

la t ion  of Y/ayne County in 183 7 was  probably well  under 2 0 pe rcen t ,  c lose r  

to ten; in 1850 the foreign born amounted to about one-th ird  of the county 's

22 See the le t ter  of Reverend Robert Turnbull,  November 8, 1834, 
quoted in M . E . D .  Trowbridge, History of the Baptist Church in Michigan 
(Michigan State Baptist  Association),  1909. p.4 5. Eighth Census  of the United 
Sta tes  , 1860 , Vol. 1, Population (Washington, 1864), p. x x x i .
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23
inhab i tan t s .  The nat ive born were mostly New Yorkers and New

Englanders .  There w as  another group that  was not quite native and

not quite foreign: the  Michigan-born descendan ts  of the early French

h a b i t a n t s ,  who had l ived in ribbon farms along the Detroit River and

i ts  tr ibutar ies  . During early  Territorial days  the  French had been the

la rges t  group in the population, but in 1837 they probably amounted to

l e s s  than  10 percent of the population,  a l though in Detroit and Wayne

County the proportion remained fari ly h ig h in l8 3 7  and for a short time

the rea f te r ,  s ince  the sou theas te rn  shore had been the most concentra ted

24area  of French se t t lem ent .

Without pretending to have descr ibed  Wayne County in a ll  i ts  

soc ia l  d imensions,  I hope to have conveyed an impression of i ts  h e te r 

ogene i ty ,  a s  well  a s  the  uniformity,  in cer ta in  charac te r i s t ic s ,  of some

23 John T. B lo is , Gaze teer  of the State of Michigan , 1838 (Detroit: 
Sidney L. Reed and Co. , 1838), pp .  155-58. Seventh C en su s ,  1850--Sta-  
t i s t i c a l  View , Compendium, pp.  116-18. There is an 1834 census  showing 
the number of "a l iens"  in each county in Clarence Edwin Car te r ,  ( ed . ) ,  The 
Terri torial  Papers of the United S t a t e s , XII, The Territory of M ich ig an , 1829— 
1837 (Washington: United State Government Printing Office,  1945), pp. 1018-21.

24 Some of the  sources  of this  desc r ip t ion ,  in addi t ion to those  a l 
ready mentioned,  are:  George N. Fuller,  Economic and Social Beginnings 
of M ic h ig a n , 1807-1837 (Lansing: Michigan His to rical  Commission,  1916); 
C la rence  M. Burton et  a l .  , Hi story of Wayne County and the City of De
t r o i t , M ich igan , ! (Chicago: S. J. C larke ,  1930); George B. C at l in ,  "Early 
Sett lement in Eastern M ich ig an ,"  Michigan H is to ry , XX'VI (Summer, 1942), 
pp .  319-45. For a brief  summary see  Constance  McLaughlin Green, Ameri
can  C i t ie s  in the Growth of the Nation (Tuckahoe, New York: John De Graff, 
Inc .  , 1957), 193-99.
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of i t s  po l i t ica l  un i t s .  There was  a great d ivers ity  of so c ia l ,  economic, 

e thnocu l tu ra l ,  and re lig ious  groups in V/ayne County in the 1840's and 

1850's .  Detroit  was  the s ta t e  cap i ta l  until 1847, and in many ways r e 

mained the unofficial  p o l i t ica l ,  so c ia l ,  economic,  and cultura l  capi ta l  

long afte r 1847.

Defining the Problem 

In the  voting s tud ies  conducted during the pas t  th ree  d e c a d e s ,  

po l i t ica l  s c i e n t i s t s  have developed cer ta in  b a s ic  in s ig h t s ,  co n cep ts ,  

and ideas  about voting behavior in America that  can help define the prob

lems of th i s  h is to r ica l  inquiry.  They have shown,  for example,  the 

extent to which party loyalty  overwhelmingly shapes  voting behavior .  

Donald E. Stokes has  said  tha t  the  "role of ba s ic  part isan d ispos i t ions"  

is  perhaps  the "most impress ive  element" in American pol i t ica l  l if e .

"Any national e lec t ion  can be thought of as  an interplay of b a s ic  d i s p o s i 

t ions  and short  run in f l u e n c e s . "  While short run in f luences  are not tr iv ial  

"each e lec t ion  is  not a fr esh  to s s  of the coin; like all  good p re jud ices ,

the  e l e c to r a t e ' s  b a s ic  d i spos i t ions  have a tremendous capac i ty  to keep

25
people  behaving  in accus tom ed  ways  ."

The authors  of The American Voter observed that  survey data on 

individual persons  showed that  b a s i c  party loya l t ies  "have pers is ted

25 Donald E. Stokes,  "Party Loyalty and the Likelihood of Deviating 
Elec tions  , " Tournal of Po l i t ic s , XXIV, 4 (November, 1962), pp.  689-690.
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through a number of e l ec t io n s .  . . . These loya l t ies  e s t a b l i sh  a bas ic  

d iv is ion  of e lec tora l  strength within which the competit ion of e lec tora l  

campaigns takes  p la ce .  " The sen se  of individual a t tachment  to a party 

is  u su a l ly ,  they s a id ,  "a psychologica l  ident i f ica t ion .  . . . Most

9Americans have th is  s en se  of at tachment with one party or the o th e r . "

Phillip E. C onverse ,  however,  has  maintained that  party loyalty 

should not be t rea ted  a s  a "given" but ra ther  as  a v a r i a b l e . Converse  

h a s  d i fferentia ted  between two kinds of va r ia t ions  in party loy a l ty : 

l )defec t ions  and 2) c o n v e r s io n s . Defect ing voters  temporarily leave  their 

t rad i t iona l  party to vo te  for another  party and return when the specif ic  

c a u s e s  behind their  depar ture are re laxed .  Conversion involves perman

ent change from o n e ' s  trad it ional a l leg iance ;  it is a change of vote  and

+ 27 p a r t y .

My central  concern  is with  identifying the party loyalty  of socia l  

groups in Wayne County,  1837-1852. A comprehensive account of short

2 6Angus Campbel l ,  Phil lip E. Converse ,  Warren E. Mil le r ,  Donald
E. S tokes ,  The American Voter (New York: John Wiley and Sons ,  Inc .  , 196 0),
p .  121, and see  pp.  121-67, p a s s i m . Bernard R. Berelson, Paul F. L azars -
f e l d , Will iam N. M c P h e e , Voting (Chicago: Universi ty of Chicago P res s ,
1954, 1962), pp.  15-16, 19-22. Angus Campbel l ,  Gerald Curin,  Warren E.
M il le r ,  The Voter Decides  (Evanston, I l l inois :  Row, Peterson and Co. , 1954),
pp.  88-111. Angus Campbell  and Donald E. S tokes ,  "Partisan Atti tudes and
the  Pres iden t ia l  Vote ,"  e d s .  Eugene Burdick and Arthur J. Brodbeckf American
Voting Behavior (Glencoe: The Free P res s ,  1959), pp.  3 55-58 , 3 68.

27 Phillip E. C onverse ,  unpublished lecture  given at In te r-Univers ity
Consortium for Poli t ical  Research Seminar,  August,  1965.
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run inf luences  from e lec t ion  to e lec t ion  will  not be given, but cer ta in  

e lec t ions  wi l l  be d i s c u s s e d  as  a means of identifying p e r s i s ten ce  or 

change in group l o y a l t i e s . The general  defin it ion of the problem in 

volved is i t s e l f  a hypothes is  which shal l  be demonst rated  here .

The Whig and Democratic part ies  emerged as  major part ie s  in 

1837. The loya l t ie s  of soc ia l  groups to th e se  part ies  were formed by 

1837 or not long a f te r .  Although the new Liberty Party appeared in 

1840, followed by the Free Soil Party in 1848, the period had a bas ic  

s tab i l i ty  and the Democrats  dominated Wayne County and the s t a t e .

The Liberty and Free Soil par t ies  he lped maintain Democratic domina

tion by drawing their  vo tes  overwhelmingly from the Whig Party (75-95 

p e rcen t ,  varying by community and by e lec t ion) .

The above p o se s  th e se  ques t ions :  Who voted for the Democratic,  

Whig ,  Liberty ,  and Free Soil p a r t i e s ?  What accounts  for Democratic 

dominat ion of the period and i t s  underlying s tab i l i ty?

1. Party Loyalty.

Party loya l t ie s  formed by 1837-1840 remained re la t ive ly  stable  

from 1837 to 1852. This claim r e s t s  on severa l  cons ide ra t ions :  the net 

change  in party vo tes  a t  the  s t a t e ,  county ,  and township  l ev e l ,  and in 

the  party loyalty  d isp layed  by a lmost a l l  towns during the period,  (Net 

shift  is not a measure  of g ross  sh i f t ,  and small  changes  in net shift  may 

appear  while  unseen  gross  shifts  may be occurring.  This does  not appear
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The s ta te  popular vote and party percentages  in the guberna

to r ia l  e lec t ion  of 1837, and in p res iden t ia l  e lec t ions  from 1840 to 1852, 

show that the  e lec to ra te  divided fairly evenly  between the Democrats 

and the i r  opponents .  The Democratic percentage in th e se  e lec t ions  was 

never  lower than 47 .2  (1848) and never higher than 51 (1837). Similarly,' 

in. Wayne County the Democratic percentage  changed l i t t l e :  it was  low

e s t  in 1837 (49.1) and h ighes t  in 1852 (55.3) .

TABLE 1

MICHIGAN VOTE FOR GOVERNOR, 1837, AND PRESIDENT, 
1 8 4 0 -1 8 5 2 ,  NUMBER AND PER CENT TO EACH PARTY

Y ear Democr;
No.

a t
%

Whig
No. 1

L i b e r t y - F r e e  S o i l  
No. 7o

1837 1 5 ,2 6 9 1 4 ,6 6 5 49 . __
1840 2 1 ,0 9 6 Il L J h 2 2 ,9 3 3 5 1 .7 321 J ._

1844 2 7 ,7 3 7 itiL.2 2 4 ,3 7 5 -43JB. 3 ,6 3 9 6 * 5
1848 3 0 ,6 7 7 h i1 * 1 . 2 3 ,9 3 0 26*3. 10 ,393 16,..
1852 4 1 ,8 4 2 3 3 ,8 6 0 6 0 * 3 7 ,2 3 7 2 *JL

TABLE 2

WAYNE COUNTY VOTE FOR GOVERNOR, 1837, AND PRESIDENT,
1 840 -1 8 5 2 ,  NUMBER AND PER CENT

Y e ar D em ocrat W hit  
No. % No. %

L i b e r t y - F r e e  S o i l  
No. %

1837 1 ,9 9 8 4 9 .1 2 ,0 6 6 5 0 .9 ---- ----
1840 2 ,2 3 7 4 9 .6 2 ,2 4 8 4 9 .8 23 .5
1844 2 ,7 3 7 5 1 .8 2 ,3 4 5 4 4 .4 192 3 .6
1848 3 ,3 0 8 5 2 .7 2 ,5 4 4 4 0 .5 420 6 .6
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The evidence  for the pe rs i s ten ce  of party loyalty is. most s t r ik 

ing and convincing  in township  voting.  Most of W ayne 's  towns voted 

every year  for the same party ,  1837-1852. Their popula t ions ,  e s p e c i a l 

ly when compared to Detro it ' s  w a rd s ,  were re la t ive ly  s tab l e .  The c en 

sus  manuscript  for 1850 showed that  many of the  individuals  and families  

which local  h i s to r ie s  named a s  the  fi rst  se t t le r s  were st i l l  there  in 1850. 

Most  of the  towns d isp layed  a fa irly co n s i s ten t  charac te r  and any s ign i 

ficant demographic  changes  have been looked for and taken into account  

a s  far a s  p o s s ib l e .  It was  genera lly  safe to assume tha t  the census  

manuscript  did not give a picture of the towns d ras t ica l ly  different from 

what they had been in 1840.

Table 3 shows the pe rcen tages  c a s t  for the Democratic Party 

in ten  of Wayne County 's  towns in e lec t ions  from 1837 to 1852. In 

some c a s e s  town boundaries  changed be tween 1837 and 1840; Grosse  

Pointe was  organized out of Hamtramck in 1847. The tab le  sugges ts  

the  strong and c o n s i s te n t  adhe rence ,  with minor f luc tua t ions ,  of those  

tow7ns to the  D em ocracy .
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DEMOCRATIC PARTY PERCENTAGES IN TEN WAYNE COUNTY TOWNS 
ELECTIONS, 1337-1852

Y e a r  O f f i c e dO•udctio

d}-»o
}-»
aiQ

ndi-C0)
*4 -4a
a)
a)
s-tO

<u
4-1
d•H
oP4
(U
CO
COO
o

o
e
ccj
5-<

4-4
e
cc3
W

dobOcdd
bOdo

d

dd53

■dd
o

<4-1
T)

CUrtf

COd
r-4

IoCtf

1837 G ovenor 6 7 .9 63. 4 0 .4 6 8 .7 3 7 .7 5 3 .1 4 8 .1 4 8 .5

1840 P r e s i d e n t 6 1 .7 6 1 .3 5 7 .6 6 9 .5 3 0 .2 5 8 .6 5 5 .5 5 4 .2 5 7 .7

1842 S t a t e  S e n a to r 7 8 .6 7 4 .2 6 2 .8 9 6 .4 5 4 .5 6 9 .1 5 9 .6 7 0 .1 6 3 .6

1844 P r e s i d e n t 6 0 .3 6 3 .8 5 4 .4 6 7 .6 6 1 .7 6 0 .1 59 . 5 6 .7 5 9 .3

1846 C o n g ress 7 3 .5 6 7 .5 6 0 .1 7 2 .3 6 5 .5 5 2 .1 57 . 5 7 .8 5 7 .2

1848 P r e s i d e n t 6 3 .8 6 2 .5 5 4 .9 75 . 6 6 .4 5 9 .4 5 8 .7 6 7 .7 5 5 .2 5 9 .2

1850 C o n g ress 5 6 .3 5 3 .4 5 4 .7 7 6 .3 6 8 .2 6 2 .2 4 1 .5 5 9 .7 5 9 .8 5 6 .5

1852 P r e s i d e n t 6 6 .7 5 5 .6 6 1 .8 8 5 .7 7 1 .3 5 5 .8 5 6 .7 6 4 .3 57. 5 9 .1

Va
n 

B
ur

en
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Five other towns were as  c o n s i s ten t  in giving the Democrats a low per

cen tage  of their  to ta l  v o t e ,  al though they were not a s  strongly a n t i -  

Democratic  as  the above nine were Democrat ic .  (Taylor was  created 

from Ecorse in 1847.)

TABLE 4

DEMOCRATIC PER CENT IN FIVE WAYNE COUNTY TOWNS, 
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS, 1840-1856

Towns 1840 1844 1848 1852 1856

Brownstown 34. 41.4 39.2 48. 49.3

Livonia 41.3 41.5 38.7 A3.4 35.2

Plymouth 38. 40.1 33.9 38.3 32.4

Sumpter 46. 33.8 43.2 43.7 46.5

Taylor — — 32.6 43.4 37.2

Only two towns in Wayne showed signif icant fluc tuations in

the ir  vo t ing .  Although Ecorse swung from one party to ano ther ,  the 

margin of i t s  changes  was  not very la rge .  I ts  e lec tora te  was  c lose ly  

d iv ided .  Springwells ove r -a l l  voting patte rn  showed a s teady change 

from strong Whig loya lty  to strong Democratic loyalty .  Springwells 

convers ion  corresponded to ex tens ive  changes  in both the s ize  and 

composi t ion of i t s  e lec to ra te .
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TABLE 5

DEMOCRATIC PER CENT IN ECORSE AND 
SPRINGWELLS, PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS, 

1840-1856

1840 1844 1848 1852 1856

Ecorse 47o5 4 4 .1 5 4 .7 4 7 .7 5 3 .2

Springwells 3 3 .4 4 9 .5 5 3 .3 51. 5 6 .4

One of the b e s t  ind ica tions  of the s trength  of party loyalty  is 

found in compar ison of the vo tes  townships  and wards  gave to a ll  the  

avrious  off ices  involved in any one e lec t ion .  In most years  one finds 

a remarkable  c o n s i s ten cy  in the dis tr ibution of the vote  from top to bo t 

tom of the t i c k e t .  The number of vo tes  given to Democratic Presidentia l  

e l e c to r s ,  s a y ,  in Greenfield township  was  usua l ly  equal to or very c lose  

to the  number of vo tes  given to the Democratic candida te  for s ta te  rep re 

s en ta t iv e ,  or county c le rk .  In other w ords ,  one finds very l i t t le  in d ica -

28t ion  of t icke t  sp l i t t ing ,  which is an exce l len t  index of party loyalty .

This w as  part icula rly  true of towns no matter what the  e lec t io n ,  whereas

28 See Campbell  et_al . , The Voter Decides  , pp .  22 -25 ,  103; Camp
bell  et a l .  , The American Voter, p.  83; E. E. Schat tschne ider  and Victor 
Jones , Local Poli t ical  Surveys (New York: 1962).
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D e t ro i t ' s wards  , with more mobile,  changing/ and heterogenous  

e l e c to r a t e s ,  showed more of a tendency to spl i t  t i c k e t s .  The wards 

did usua l ly  show, however,  very co n s i s ten t  d iv is ions  for most high 

s ta te  and federa l  o f f ices .

F inally ,  Sandra McCoy found strong party loyalty among 

Wayne C ounty 's  economic e l i te  in the 1840's .  Of the 97 men that  

McCoy identif ied as  cons t i tu t ing  Wayne County 's  economic e l i te  in 

1844, she found only two c a s e s  of a party switch  in the period 1837 —

1 8 5 4 .29

2. Impact of the  Liberty and Free Soil Par t i es ,  1840-1852.

The entrance of the Liberty Party into the poli t ica l  l i s t s  in 1840

did not d is tu rb  the  unity of the 1837-1852 period becau se  the  new party

drew its  vo tes  overwhelmingly from W higgery . Thus,  Democratic and

an t i -D em ocra t ic  d iv is ions  remained about the sam e,  but much to the

advantage  of the Democrats .  The Whigs did not view the matter calmly

30
s ince  it came to mean the  di fference between victory and d e fea t .  In

29
McCoy , p .  96 ..

3°In 1843 Whig leader William Woodbridge feared that  the "poli tical 
a b o l i t io n i s t s "  endangered Henry C la y ' s  p rospec ts  in 1844: "Of them, con
s is t ing  of men of both p a r t i e s ,  the  majority in our s t a t e ,  heretofore has  
been  (sic) of the  opponents  of the L o co s . "  Will iam Woodbridge,  Spring- 
w e l l s ,  August 25,  1843, to Hon. Will ie  P. Mangum, Woodbridge MSS, 
Burton H is to r ica l  Col lec t ion  (BH'C), Detroit  Public Library.
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most po l i t ica l  units  the  Whig and Liberty vo tes  can be regarded as  

the  approximate sum of an t i -Democrat ic  s trength ,  part icularly  in 

towns w here ,  were it not for the a n t i - s l a v e ry  party ,  the Whigs would 

have enjoyed a c lea r  majority .

The a n t i - s l a v e ry  part ies  did not poll vo tes  in every poli tical- 

unit  and in only two towns in Wayne did they  a t t rac t  a s ignificant  

minority.  In most of the towns in which they  polled over 5 percent of 

the  to ta l  v o te ,  the  Democrat ic  percentage was  usual ly  low. For exam

p le ,  one of the c o n s i s t e n t ly  low Democratic towns in Wayne was  Ply

mouth.  In 1839 the town vo ted 60 .5  percent  Whig,  in 1840, 59 . 6 .  In 

1844, however ,  the Wdiig percent had fa llen  to 49 .1 ,  the Democratic vote  

w a s  a ch a r ac te r i s t i c a l ly  low 40.1 ,  while the Liberty Party polled 10.4 

pe rcen t ,  or a lmost p rec i se ly  the measure  of the Whig drop between 1840 

and 1844. This was  the most common pat tern:  the Liberty Party taking 

vo te s  from the Whigs in towns  which were o therwise  Whig and giving 

the  Democrats  a p lura l i ty .  Not a ll  Whig t o w n s , however ,  succumbed 

to Liberty a t t r a c t io n s .  Taylor in W ayne ,  for example ,  was  unique among 

the Whigs  towns of Wayne in th a t ,  af ter  being organized in 1847, it  gave 

no vo te s  to any a n t i - s l a v e r y  party until 18 52 , and then only two (2.8%). 

Most  rare  w as  a town that  could be ca l led  Democratic-Liber ty  o r  Demo

cratic-Free Soil .  None such  specimen ex is ted  in Wayne County.  In one 

town,  Nankin,  where the a n t i - s l a v e ry  par ties  did draw from the Democratic 

Party,  they s t i l l  drew more vo tes  from the W higs ,
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In Wayne County the Liberty Party drew its  votes  overwhelm- 

ingly from the Whig Party: in severa l  towns the emergence of the  

Liberty Party a ffected  the dis tr ibution  of the  vote  as  it had in Ply

mouth .

TABLE 6

WHIG PER CENT IN FOUR WAYNE TOWNS IN 1839 ANT) 1840, 
COMPARED WITH WHIG AND LIBERTY PER CENT IN 1844

Towns 1839 1840
1844

Whig Liberty Votes

Livonia 6 1 .9 5 6 .1 4 0 .4 1 7 .9 48

Plymouth 6 0 .5 5 9 .6 4 9 .4 1 0 .4 58

Sumpter ------ 54. 5 9 .3 6 .7 4

Brownstown 61. 66. 5 4 .6 3 .9 6

DEMOCRATIC

TABLE 7

PER CENT IN THREE WAYNE TOWNS, 1839 AND 1840, 
COMPARED WITH DEMOCRATIC AND LIBERTY 

PER CENT IN 1844

Towns 1839 1840
1844 

Dem. Liberty Votes

R.edford 5 4 .6 5 5 .5 59. 5 .2 14

Nankin CO 58. 6 0 .1  4 .7 13

Canton 6 5 .1 61 .7 6 0 .3  3 .3 7
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Towns in which the Whig Party had a c lear  majority in 183 9 and 

1840 had sharply reduced  Whig percen tages  in 1844. This was not true 

of Sumpter, where very few vo tes  made large dif ferences  in percen tage .  

It was  spec tacu la r ly  the c a s e  with  Plymouth and Livonia.  Two Demo

cra t ic  towns s l ightly  inc reased  their  Democratic percentage  between 

1840 and 1844.

Another ins ight into the impact of the Liberty Party in Wayne is 

gained  from observing the party vote  of those  towns in which not one 

vo te  was  c a s t  for the Liberty pres iden t ia l  candidate  in 1844.

TABLE 8

MAJORITY PARTY PER CENT OF VOTE IN WAYNE COUNTY TOWNS 
GIVING NO VOTE TO THE LIBERTY PARTY 

IN 1844 (PRESIDENTIAL)

Town P a r t y  %

Hamtramck D em o cra t ic 6 7 .6

D e a rb o rn D e m o c ra t ic 6 3 .8

Monguagon D e m o c ra t ic 6 1 .7

Van B uren D e m o c ra t ic 5 9 .3

Romulus D e m o c ra t ic 3 6 .7

G r e e n f i e l d D em o cra t ic 5 4 .4

S p r i n g w e l l s Whig 5 0 .5

E c o r s e Whig 5 5 .5



www.manaraa.com

78

Table 8 sugges t s  a strong re la t ionsh ip  be tween Democratic 

s trength  and a b se n c e  of support for the Liberty Party. Six of the eight 

towns giving no vo te s  to Birney in 1844 were  strong Democratic towns.  

Only Springwells had once been a Whig s t rongho ld .

Changes  in the voting behavior of M ich igan 's  counties  be tween 

1839 and 1841 sugges t  tha t  the  Whig Party throughout the s ta te  los t  votes  

to the  Liberty Party.  In the 1840 vote  for C ongress ,  17 counties  out of 

a to ta l  of 31 gave 1 or more vo tes  to the L ib e r ty  Party.  Of t h e se  17 

c o u n t i e s ,  13 had voted Whig in the 1839 gubernatorial  e lec t io n .  By 

1841 only 2 of th e se  13 remained Whig. In the others the Liberty vote 

had inc reased  and the  Democrats  now enjoyed a majority or plurali ty 

a s  a r e s u l t .  This i s ,  of c o u rse ,  a very crude measure  of Liberty en 

croachment on the  W higs ,  but it supports the  claim that  the Liberty 

Party took most vo tes  from the  W higs .

The aggregate  s ta te  vote  from 183 6 to 1841 a lso  supports  the 

c la im. In every  major e lec t ion  from 1836 to 1840 the Whigs kept pace  

with  and then su rp a s sed  the Democrats ,  but then fell  d ra s t ica l ly  b e 

hind in 1841. This drop cannot be at tr ibuted sole to defec t ions  or con

v e rs ions  to the Liberty Party,  Non-voting was  obviously more r e sp o n 

s ib le  for Whig l o s s e s  in 1841 than defec t ions  to the Liberty Party.  The 

Liber ty ites  polled only 1,223 vo te s  and the Whig vote  fell  from 22 ,933 

to 15,449.
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TABLE 9

MICHIGAN VOTE -IN MAJOR ELECTIONS, 1836-1841

Year Office Democrat Whig Liberty

1836 President 7 ,3 3 2 5 ,5 4 5

1837 Govenor 15 ,2 6 9 14 ,6 6 5

1838 Congress 1 6 ,255 1 6 ,051

1839 Govenor 17 ,760 19 ,069

1840 President 21-096 22 ,9 3 3 268

1841 Govenor 2 0 ,9 9 3 15 ,449 1 ,2 2 3

Non-voting usua l ly  r e s u l t s  from apathy or confus ion ,  and there 

w as  plenty of both among Whigs in Michigan in 1841. Before the e l e c 

t ion one Democratic leader  observed  that  the  Whig party "manifests  a

most a s ton ish ing  apathy and I do not be l ieve  they can  drag their  force 

31to the p o l l s . "  The Whig P res id en t -e lec t  of 1840, Will iam H. Harrison, 

had taken  office only to die  in April 1841. His su ccesso r  John Tyler d i s 

mayed Whigs everywhere  by turning out to be more of a s t a t e s '  r ights 

Southern Democrat  than a Whig .  By September of 1841 Tyler had twice 

ve toed  a bank b i l l ,  was  warring openly with Whig Congress iona l  leaders ,  

and a l l  of h is  Cabinet except Daniel  W ebs te r  had re s ig n ed .  These

31Robert M. M cC el land ,  Monroe,  October 7,  1841, to John S. 
Bagg, Detroit ,  Microfilm of s e l e c ted  le t te rs  from the John Sherman Bagg 
MXX in the Huntington Library, property of Russell  E. Bidlack.  (Here
after:  Bagg MSS, Film)
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events  induced rage ,  f ru s t ra t ion , and d isgus t  among Michigan Whig 
32

l e a d e r s .

Michigan Whiggery i t s e l f  had been  racked by internal feuding 

and had been  deprived of i ts  most prominent s ta te  leade r .  The party 

controlled the leg is la tu re  in 1841 but could not agree  on a choice  for 

United S ta tes  Senator.  After a f ight,  the  leg is la tu re  chose  Will iam 

Woodbridge,  the  Whig governor e lec ted  in 1839. Woodbridge was 

e lec ted  becau se  the Democratic minority threw its support to the 

fac t ion  supporting him. He had been a popular governor and his  de 

parture could not have  done much for Whig espr it  de co rps .  The failure 

of the  Bank of Michigan , which the Whigs had made f i sca l  agent for the  

s t a t e ,  a l so  hurt the  party .  Many Whigs  said  priva te ly  that  , the  mon

s te r '  s" mishaps would cos t  the  party v o t e s .  Although th is  is far from 

a full account  of shor t- run  in fluences  on the e lec tion of 1841, it  should

3 7The react ions  of many Y/hig leade rs  to the se  events  are ex
p re s sed  in many le tters  in the  William Woodbridge MSS. See,  _e.g_., 
George Goodman, N i le s ,  September 8, 1841, to Will iam Woodbridge,  
W ash ing ton ,  D . C .  (Tyler's ve to  "has tened  very much to cool the ardor 
of the  W h ig s . " )  See a lso  Austin Blair, Jackson ,  December 15, 1841, to 
A.T. M cCal l ,  Bath, New York, Austin Blair MSS, BHC, (hereafter Blair 
MSS); and Detroit  Daily Advertiser, November 3,  1841, p .  2.

^ S t r e e t e r ,  Po li t ica l  Part ies  , pp.  39 -40 .  Early in 1840 a Whig 
le ade r  wrote  to Woodbridge urging him to remain governor and to become 
Senator as such a move would damage the party by creat ing a feel ing of 
abandonment among his suppor te rs ,  Franklin Sawyer; Ann Arbor, January 
16, 1840, to YWlliam Woodbridge,  Detroit ,  Woodbridge MSS. Many l e t 
te rs  in the  Woodbridge MSS refer to the in tra-par ty  fight over the  Senator- 
sh ip .  See -espec ia l ly :  Thomas Rowland, Detroit ,  January 28, 1841, to
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be c lear  that  many apathy  producing factors  were  working to cau se  a 

drop in Whig v o t in g .

The Liberty Party probably helped in c rease  non-voting  among 

W higs .  Since Whigs  were  most l ikely to be a t t rac ted  to poli t ica l  a n t i 

s lave ry ,  it follows tha t  more Whigs than Democrats would be caught

undecided  between the ir  party loya lty  and the  new party ,  and would

34re so lv e  their  indec i s ion  by simply not voting.

3.  1848 and Defection Among Democrats and Whigs .

In 1848 the Free Soil Party nominated Martin Van Buren, former 

Democrat ic  P res iden t ,  to head i t s  t i c k e t .  This gave Democrats with 

po l i t ica l  a n t i - s l a v e r y  tendenc ie s  strong incent ive  and jus t i f ica t ion  for 

se t t ing  a s id e  party loyalty  and voting Free Soil . At f i r s t ,  po l i t ic ians  

in Michigan expec ted  tha t  Van Buren1 s cand idacy  would help the Whig 

nominee ,  General  Taylor,  and Whig leaders  a t  f i rst  may even have 

sec re t ly  encouraged the free soil  movement.  But gradually  during the

Wil liam W oodbr idge , Springwells;  Richard Butler, Mt.  C lem ens ,  Febru
ary 9, 1841, to Will iam Woodbridge,  Detroit;  and Same to same,  Decem
ber 26,  1840. Detroit  Free P r e s s , February 4 ,  1841, p .  2.

34 On c ro s s - p r e s s u r e  s i tua t ions  and withdrawal  see  Robert E. Lane, 
Poli t ical  Life (New York: The Free P res s ,  1959), pp.  199-201.
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1848 campaign it became apparen t tha t  "multi tudes of Whigs a l so  were

3 5joining" the  free so i l e r s .

More Democrats do appear  to have defected  to Free Soil in 1848 

than  had ever defec ted  ear l ier  to the  Liberty Party.  Yet the surprising 

th ing is how few Democrats  did de fec t .  Native son Lewis C a s s ' s  nomi

na tion by the Democrats  for pres ident  must have helped offset  the pull 

of the  Van Buren candidacy  in M ich ig an , part icularly  in C a s s ' s  home 

town,  Detro i t .  The Whig and Free Soil par t ies  a l so  worked c lose ly  to 

gether in some C ongress iona l  D is t r ic ts  (although not in the F ir s t ,  which 

inc luded Wayne),  and th is  may have helped repel Democrats from Free 

Soil .

Voting in Wayne County in 1848 followed patterns  a lready e s t a b 

l ished  with  th e se  d i f fe rences :  sl ightly  inc reased  Democratic defec tions  

took p lace  in towns a l ready  d i sposed  to give vo tes  to the Liberty Party; 

Whig defec t ion  to Free Soil was  not only grea te r than Democratic d e fec 

t io n ,  but grea te r than  ear l ier  Whig defections  to the Liberty P a r ty .

In 9 towns where  the Free Soilers got over two percen t ,  Democratic 

s trength  in 7 of the 9 w as  l e s s  than  it had been in 1844. Six of the 9 

bounced back  in 1852 and gained over 1848. Yet when Democratic  l o s se s ,

8 5Will iam Woodbridge,  Spr ingwel ls,  October 2,  1848, to N . W.  
Coffin,  Boston, M a s s . ,  Woodbr idge ,  MSS. Democratic editor Wilbur
F. Storey had ear l ier  exp re ssed  his fears  that  the free soil  promoters in 
Michigan  "des ire  above a ll  to carry the s ta te  for General  Taylo r ."  W . F . S . ,  
Jackson ,  July 31, 1848, to John S. Bagg (Confidential ) ,  Bagg MSS, Film,
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1844-1848, and Democratic g a in s ,  1848-1852 , are compared to Whig 

l o s s e s  and gains  in the  same in te rva ls ,  one see s  that  the Free Soilers 

drew far more heav i ly  from the W h i g s . In the county at  large Whigs 

had given Henry Clay 44 , 5  percent of the vote  in 1844, but Zachary 

Taylor po lled  only 40 . 5  percent in 1848. (See Table 2 . )  Whig r e 

bounds in the 9 tow ns ,  1848-1852, were far more ex tens ive  than com

parable  Democrat ic  g a i n s .

The Democrat ic  percentage  of the s ta te  vote  fell  by 2 .5  b e 

tween  1844 and 1848 , and the Whig percentage  fell by 7. The whole 

number of Democrat ic  vo te s  rose  by over 3 , 000,  while  the whole num

ber of Whig vo tes  fe ll  by 400,  in an e lec t ion  in which greater numbers 

turned out than  ever  before (although not the g rea tes t  percentage  of 

e lig ib le  vo te rs ) .  Correspondingly ,  the Whigs inc reased  their  pe rcen 

tage  be tween  1848 and 1852 far more than the Democrats ,  a s  the Free 

Soil vo te  fe ll  from 16 to 8 .7  pe rcen t .  (See Table 1.)

The th e s e s  tha t  most of the  e lec tora te  identif ied with one party 

in the  period 1837-1852 and tha t  the a n t i - s l a v e ry  part ies  drew vo tes  

la rgely  from the Whigs have  been  e s t a b l i sh e d  here to simplify the iden

t i f ica t ion  of Democrats  and W higs .  The an t i -D em ocra t ic  vo te ,  whether 

Y/hig,  W h ig -L ib e r ty , or Whig-Free  Soil (to a l e s s e r  ex ten t ) ,  may usual ly  

be taken  a s  rep re sen ta t iv e  of potent ia l  Whig st rength .  The convenience  

of th is  procedure  will  become apparent in the next chap te r .



www.manaraa.com

CHAPTER IV

ECONOMIC DETERMINANTS AND POLITICAL BEHAVIOR,

1837-1852.



www.manaraa.com

CHAPTER IV

ECONOMIC DETERMINANTS AND POLITICAL BEHAVIOR,

1837-1852

Economic In te res t  and Par t i es ,  1835-1841

1. In troduction.

Did conf lic ts  be tween economic groups cau se  party div is ion in 

Michigan in the 1830's ? Did different economic c l a s s e s  support the 

Democrat ic  and Whig p a r t i e s?

The first  sec t ion  of th is  chapter  wil l  examine Floyd B. S t ree te r’s 

answ ers  to th e se  ques t ions  and the  a s su m p t io n s ,  method, and kinds of 

ev idence  he used  to support his  c la ims that  party d iv is ions  ref lec ted  

economic d iv i s io n s .  Some ten ta t ive  hypo theses  shall  be offered regard 

ing the re la t ionsh ip  be tween  b u s in e s s  en terpr ise  and poli t ics  in the 183 0 's  

and 1840's .  Although economic in te re s t  influenced po li t ica l  behavior it 

did not divide  par t ies  in the  m echan is t ic  way desc r ibed  by Streeter .  

Economic mot ives  undoubtedly spurred many men to poli t ica l  ac t iv i ty ,  

men who were po l i t ica l  a c t i v e s  or members of e l i te  in te res t  groups often 

competing  for government favori t i sm.  But economic in te re s t  does  not seem 

to have cau se d  party d iv i s io n ,  among e l i t e s  or the mass  public .

The second sec t ion  shal l  examine im press ion is t ic  and sys temat ic  

ev idence  bear ing on the  voting behavior  of the mass  public and economic

85
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groups in four c o u n t ie s .  The data offers no support for the t h e s i s  tha t  

di fferent  economic c l a s s e s  supported different p a r t i e s .  The bulk of 

vote rs  were overwhelmingly middle and lower c l a s s  and th is  e lec to ra te  

remained  fairly evenly  d iv ided .  The rural  lower c l a s s e s  showed no 

c o n s i s te n t  tendency  to vote  for one par ty,  Towns where the e ligible  

vote rs  were  a lmost wholly small  farmers had strong a t tachments  to 

both the Whig and Democratic par t ies  , and some of th e s e  towns had 

no strong a t ta ch m en ts .  Towns with large proportions of p rosperous ,  

m id d le - c l a s s  farmers were  both Whig and Democrat ic .

2.  S t ree te r ' s  Economic Determinism.

In h is  preface  to Poli t ical  Parties in Michigan Streeter thanked 

Ulrich B. Phil l ips for a iding and encouraging his  work.  It is  not sur

pr is ing  tha t  a h is to r ian  with S tree te r ' s  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  working in the  

in te l l e c tu a l  milieu of the  1910's, produced a c l a s s e s  and m a sse s  in 

te rpre ta t ion  of the  Whig and Democratic p a r t i e s .  Phil l ips '  e s s a y  on 

the Southern W h i g s , the  founta inhead  of the "blue-b lood"  in te rpre ta 

t ion of Southern W h ig s ,  had appeared  in 1910. Char les  A. Beard's  

pyrotechnic  Economic In terpreta tion  of the Cons ti tu tion appeared in 

1913 and Fox publi shed Decline  in 1919 .

Unlike Fox, Streeter u sed  no quant i ta t ive  m easures  of e c o 

nomic c l a s s .  But he did cons ider  the  re levance  of factors  other than
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economic on poli t ica l  behavior and wrote chapters  on "The Churches  

in Michigan Pol i t ics"  and the "Foreign Element in Michigan Poli t ics ."  

Unfortunate ly , he did not cons ider  religious and ethnic  va r iab les  s y s 

temat ica l ly  7 and usua l ly  reduced them to a function of economic c l a s s .

For example,  he descr ibed  Baptists  and Episcopal ians  as holding differ

ent po l i t ica l  a t t i tudes ,  but nothing in their  re l ig io -cu l tu ra l  background 

seemed re la ted  to the i r  po li t ica l  p re fe rences .  Bapt ists  were ,  however,  

mostly  "rural" and in "moderate financia l  c i rcum stances"  while Episco

pa l ians  " represented  the weal thy and conserva t ive  c las s ' . "  Thus, a c 

cording to Stree ter,  Baptists  were  mostly Democrats and Episcopal ians  

voted mostly Whig.^ He desc r ibed  Catholic  and Lutheran voting as fol

lows:

Most  of the  Catholics  were poor and i l l i t era te  a liens  who re s ided  
in the  c i t ie s  . The n a t iv i s t i c  t endenc ies  of the Whigs a l iena ted  the 
Cathol ics  and the  German Lutherans ,  while the  Democrats befriended 
them; consequen t ly ,  th is  element cons i s ten t ly  voted the Democratic 
t icke t  throughout an te -be l lum  t i m e s . 2

Whig nativ ism and Democratic friendship  were here  as important a s  the 

C a th o l ic s '  and Lutherans '  c l a s s .  In the  chapter  on the "Foreign Element" 

S tree ter gave more weight  to c l a s s  pos it ion  as  a determinant of the  "party 

p re fe re n c e s " of Ca tho l ics  and Lutherans . He said that  bribery and whiskey  

might have  helped induce a l iens  to vote  Democratic ,  "But it seems more

* Floyd B. St ree te r,  Poli t ica l  Part ies  in M ich ig an , 1837-186 0 
(Lansing: Michigan His to r ical  Commission,  1918), pp .  211-16. This 
refers  to the  1830' s and 1840 's .  Anti-s lavery and the Republican Party 
c au sed  a lignments  to change .

. 2Ib id , , p . 212 .
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probable  that  the n a t iv is t ic  tendenc ies  of the Whigs and the fact  tha t  

the  Democrats  were soc ia l ly  of the  s a m e  c la s s  with the natura lized  

c i t i z ens  and s tood for princ ip les  which fi t ted the ideas  of the  l a t t e r ,  

played  a far more important role in determining the party prede lic tions  

of the  foreigners ."  That St ree te r regarded economic c l a s s  as  the  pri

mary determinant seems beyond doubt in v i e w  of his comment that  

Whig nativ ism was  the  a tt i tude  of the conservative  fac tion in the  Whig 

party who "represented  the w ea l th ies t  c l a s s  in the s t a t e , "  men who

"regarded the c i t iz ens  of foreign birth as  a re ck les s  and ignorant e le -

4ment whose  vo tes  were  controlled by Democratic pol i t ic ians  ." Nati

vism in th is  s e n s e  is  a lmost a product of the u p p e r -c la s s  s t a k e - in -  

so c ie ty  view of government and a function of economic c l a s s  p o s i t i o n .

. Stree ter a ssum ed  tha t  "consc ious  s e l f - in te re s t  is the only a sp e c t  

of c l a s s  pos it ion  tha t  in fluences  poli t ical  behav io r ,"  and he confused 

the  concep ts  of " in te re s t  group" and "soc ia l  c l a s s . " 5 This confusion  

will be apparen t in the  following summary of his general  "reasons  for 

d iv is ion  of voters  into poli t ica l  p a r t i e s . "

^ Ib id . , p . 165.

N b id . , pp .  38-39 .  Compare th is  with Fox 's  comment tha t  most 
Whigs in New York "were of a s ta t ion  in socie ty"  where nativism and 
an t i -C a th o l ic i sm  would p r e v a i l . " Decl ine  of A r is toc racy , p .  375.

5For a similar confusion on the part  of Charles  A. Beard, see  
Benson, Turner and Beard , p .  153.
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1. "Origin. " Voters from western  New York tended to be rad ica ls  

and eas te rn  New Yorkers and New Englanders tended to embrace c o n se r 

va t ive  p a r t i e s .  2.  "Amount of weal th  and socia l  p o s i t io n ."  While this 

came second/  the fi rs t  ac tua l ly  depended on it because  "most of the 

vote rs  who had emigrated from wes te rn  New York were poor and incl ined 

to be r a d i c a l /" while  those  "reared in New England and eas te rn  New York 

. . . had enjoyed the advan tages  of weal th  and e d u ca t io n ."  3.  "Sec

t iona l  i n t e r e s t s . "  Streeter said that  "the economic in te re s t  of the people  

in the  northern and southern count ies  confl ic ted  sharply with the in te re s t s  

of the  r e s id en t s  of the  central  c o u n t ie s .  Thus the vote rs  tended to divide 

into pa r t ie s  accord ing to sec t iona l  l i n e s .  " Yet further examination of 

th is  " reason"  shows tha t /  a s  with origin/  it a l so  operated to divide voters  

along c l a s s  l in e s .  The centra l  t ier  of count ies  was  "the stronghold of the 

w e l l - t o - d o  element and the commercial  i n t e r e s t s / "  while  most vote rs  in

the  northern and southern count ies  worked at  agriculture  and "many" were 

6poor.

C la s s  l ines  separa ted  the p a r t i e s .  The Democratic Party "was 

composed of the  poor and uneducated  people in the c i t ie s  and the rural  

d i s t r i c t s ,  though a number of w e l l - t o - d o  had a l so  been a t t rac ted  to i t . " 

The Whig Party had a "much dif ferent cons t i tuency ;"  the  "vast  majority 

. . . were  the w e l l - t o - d o  and conserva t ive  men, or those  who,  for some

6S tree te r ,  p p .. 4-6 .
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r e a so n ,  upheld the in te res t  of th is  c l a s s .  Among them were many bank

e r s ,  m erchan ts ,  and f inanciers  in the c i t i e s ,  and large landowners in 

the c oun t ry .

It is in te res t ing  that  Streeter recognized that  some voters  did 

not vote  as  c l a s s  l ines  ind ica ted .  When confronted with behavior that 

c l a s s  in te res t  could not exp la in ,  Streeter left it u n e x p l a i n e d - - a s , for 

example ,  "for some r e a s o n , "  - - o r  found another economic reason  of 

grea te r w e igh t .  For example ,  w e l l - to -d o  farmers on the southern bor

der did not al ly them se lves  with  the conse rva t ives  in the 1830's b e 

c au se  they thought that  the  centra l  count ies  were gett ing the " l ion 's  

share"  of in ternal  improvement appropr ia tions ,  so they united "with
g

tha t  po l i t ica l  party which would protect  their  i n t e r e s t s . "

Given the support of the  Democratic Party by the poor and radical  

it fo llowed,  for S tree te r,  tha t  the pa r ty ’s leg is la t ive  program would be 

des igned  to benef it  the lower c l a s s e s  and tha t  r ich and conservative  men, 

in the  Whig Party after 1834 , would oppose their  s chem es .  The poor- 

ra d ic a l s  dominated the Democracy in the 1830's,  sa id  Stree ter,  and with 

the  party in power they  "had an opportunity to make prac t ica l  use  of 

/ t h e i r 7  theor ies  . " Thus the party enacted  leg is la t ion  on internal improve

ments and on banks  des igned  to meet the  in te res t s  of the lower c l a s s e s .
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These im press ions ,  a s sum pt ions ,  and deduct ions find l i t t l e

support  in the complexit ie s  of Michigan po li t ica l  and economic l ife

in the  1830's and early 1840's . Democratic leg is la t ion  on internal

improvements and banks cannot be construed to be radical  or lower

c l a s s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  There is  l i t t l e  reason  t o  think tha t  Democratic

policy  in general  was c rea ted  by the  demands of the  poor of tha t  it
9

direc tly  benef ited them,  with o n e  exception i n  1842. As it w a s ,  

Democratic  and Whig pol icy differed l i t t l e  on economic matte rs .

3. Economic In te res ts  and the Convention of 1835 .

A const i tu t iona l  convention is an exce l len t  p lace  to look for 

fundamental  d if ferences  between po li t ica l  part ie s  As Michigan 

p a s s e d  from territory to state,  it held a consti tu tiona l convention in

9This was a debt exemption law of 1842 which al lowed work
e r s ,  a r t i s a n s ,  and others in debt to keep tha t  part of their  personal  
property n e c e s s a r y  to  continued earning of the ir  income; the law se t  
up cri te ria  of what was  " n e c e s s a r y . "  The Democrats promised such 
a law in the ir  1841 gubernatoria l  platform, but were apparently not 
unanimous in supporting i t .  The Whig Advertiser recognized the need 
for the  law but thought the Democratic vers ion  went "too far" and that  
it would "work m isch ie f . "  Paul A. Randall,  "Gubernatorial  Platforms 
for the  Poli t ica l  Part ies  of Michigan ,  1834-1864" (unpublished M as te r ' s  
t h e s i s ,  Wayne State Univers i ty ,  1937), p .  37.  A dver t iser , February 
15, 1842,, p .  2 . The Democrats appear to have been sp l i t  on the  issue,  
Free P r e s s , February 21, 1842, p .  2 .

^ M a r v i n  M eyers ,  The Jacksonian  Persuasion  (New York: Vint
age  Books,  1960) , u s e s  th is  technique  in dealing  with part ie s  in New 
York in 1821 and 1846 . Meyers  a s s u m e s ,  however,  tha t  the  Whig and 
Democratic par ties  were  d irec t  descendan ts  of the  Federa l is t  and Re
publican  p a r t i e s .  For a correct ive  see Shaw Livermore,  The Twilight 
of Federal ism (Princeton: Princeton Univers ity  P res s ,  19 62) .
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1835. If the  b a s i c  d if ferences  between part ies  resu lted  from conf l ic t 

ing c l a s s  and economic group in te re s t s ,  one might expect that  these  

in te re s t s  would have emerged in the convention .  Marvin Meyers has 

sa id  tha t  among the  "most incendiary i s su e s  " of the  two Jacksonian 

decad es  in New York were "banking and corporations, public debt and 

public  works Yet in 1835 a const i tu tu t iona l  convent ion m e t in M ic h -  

igan and economic i s s u e s  barely threw off a spark of conf l ic t .  The 

Whig contingent was  smal l ,  only about 10 percen t .  It p ro tes ted  loudly

over other i s su e s ,  but in reading the debates  it is diff icul t  to determine

12even what  Whigs thought about economic i s s u e s .

The conven t ion 's  d ec i s io n  to have  the cons t i tu t ion  enjoin the 

leg is la tu re  to encourage  internal improvements seems to have been 

reached without d isag reem en t .  Similarly, the  convention  dealt  with 

corpora tions  by requiring that  the  leg is la tu re  could p a ss  no act  of in

corporation u n le s s  by a two-th i rds  majority in each h o u se .  There was

1 3no strong sen timent for or aga ins t  th is  measure .

Nine d e leg a te s  voted for a sweeping  ban on corporations  "with 

sp ec ia l  p r iv i l eg e s , "  but 56 vo ted aga ins t  i t .  Nine teen  de lega te s

^ I b i d  . , p . 236 .

1?JHarold M. Dorr (ed..) ,  The Michigan Consti tu tional Conven
tions  of 1835-36: Debates  and Proceedings (Ann Arbor: Univers ity  of 
Michigan P r e s s ,  1940), pp.  55-420 , 462, 539. (Hereafter, Debates)

^Ibid'. , p . 606, pass im  .
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favored authoriz ing some kind of a s ta te  bank: they included prominent 

Democrats and leading  Whigs such as  Hezekia’n G. W el ls  and Wood-  

b r id g e .

Significantly ,  an attempt  to make the private property of corpor

a tion  s tockholders  l iab le  for the  debts  of the corpora tion,  a measure 

not encouraging to corporate  growth, fa iled  without a roll  ca l l  vote.*'*

4 .  Internal Improvements .

"The leg is la tu re  of 1837," said  Stree te r,  "in which a majority of 

the  members were  Democrats  represen t ing  poor and rad ica l  const i tuen ts ,  

launched  upon an e laborate  plan of internal improvements" whi le  the 

W h ig s ,  "whose opinions were re f lec ted  in the Detroit Adver t ise r , b e 

l ieved that, only the centra l  ra ilroad should be completed at. th is  t im e ."

Their a t t i tudes  re su l ted  from "the conse rva t ive  influence of a large c la s s  

16of monied m e n . "

14The vote w as  19-57, D e b a t e s , p.  391. The 19 were:  Beaufait,  
Biddle,  C lark ,  J , C o l l in s ,  Comstock,  E l l i s ,  Jenkins ,  Loomis, McDonnel,  
Raynale ,  Rexford, S tevens ,  Sutphen, Van Every, W e l l s ,  W hite ,  A . ,  Wil
l i a m s ,  J. R. , Woodbridge .  Beaufai t ,  Biddle, and Ellis voted for banning 
corpora tions  with sp ec ia l  p r iv i leg e s .  Biddle became a Whig in 1839 and 
Ellis  supported the Whigs  in 1839. Debates  , Appendix A, roll ca l l  87.

^ Debates  , p .  393. A measure  requiring payments in spec ie  on 
no tes  and b i l l s  secured by land fa i led ,  27-48 .

S tr e e te r , p . 9
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. H is to rians  have  often assumed that  in s ta te  poli t ics  Demo

cra ts  usua l ly  opposed in te rnal improvements while Whigs promoted 

them.  Professor  Carter Goodrich warned tha t  th is  sugges t ion  " should 

be viewed with c a u t io n ,"  and pointed to Michigan as one of three 

c a s e s  contradic t ing  i t .  M ich igan 's  par t ies  took p o s i t io n s ,  initially,  

oppos i te  to tha t  formula, with Democrats for and Whigs a g a in s t .  Yet 

it was  not tha t  s im ple .  Even S t ree te r ' s  account shows that  the part ies  

never  differed in p r incip le  on internal improvements and both general ly  

favored them. The Democracy,  a majority party re sponsive  to the de

mands of all  of i t s  geographic  s ec t io n s ,  tr ied to build ra ilroads and 

can a ls  in the  north,  south ,  and center al l at once .  The W higs ,  or at 

l e a s t  the  Adver t i se r , argued that  improvements should be built  where 

people  w ere .  The paper ,  cer ta in ly ,  did not speak for all Michigan 

Whig s .

The Democratic program was des igned  to insure  harmony among

Democrats  from all  s e c t io n s .  It may have  been that  northern and

southern leg i s la to r s  would' not have supported an improvements bill

17u n le s s  the i r  s ec t io n s  received  some a t ten t ion .

^ C a r t e r  Goodrich,  Government Promotion of Canals  and Rail
roads , 1800-1890 (New York: Columbia Univers ity  P ress ,  1960), p .  
266.  S t ree te r ,  pp .  10-13 . Harold B . Hoffenbacher , "Michigan Inter
nal Improvements ,  1836-1846," (unpublished M as te r ' s  t h e s i s ,  Wayne 
State  U nivers i ty ,  1937), pp.  10-12, 25 -26 .
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Harry N. Scheiber ,  in a preliminary report on his study of 

Internal Improvements in the Old Northwest has  pointed to the need 

to focus  on the "interplay of reg ional  and local  r iva l r ies"  in under

s tanding early internal improvements programs. Parti san poli t ics  

d i s a p p e a re d ,  said Scheiber ,  a s  members of s ta te  leg is la tu res  would ' 

vo te  "for nothing which does  not p a s s  through their  own country.  "

In Michigan a l l  the  lake shore towns demanded connections  with 
the in te rior ,  ye t  no policy could command adequate  support until 
one embracing the ob jec t ives  of every competing town had been 
formulated.  And so Ind iana ,  I l l ino is ,  and Michigan all  adopted 
comprehens ive  s ta te  programs that  overextended their  r e s o u rce s .

Whigs  began to c r i t ic ize  the program after the boom e x p ec ta 

t ions  of 1835-1836 burst  in the  Depress ion  of 1837 and complicat ions  

developed in negotia tion of the s t a t e ' s  notorious Five Million Dollar 

Loan, which was  supposed to have financed improvements .  When the

Whigs  took power in 1840 they cut back"the program and concentra ted  on 

19ce r ta in  p r o j e c t s .

When the Democrats  re turned to office in 1842 they  continued 

the  l imited Whig pol icy ,  The Democratic Governor,  John Barry, began

^ H a r r y  N. Scheiber ,  "Urban Rivalry and Internal Improvements in 
the  Old N or thw es t , "  Ohio H 1 s t o r y , XXXI  , 3 (October,  1962), p.  228,
234-35 .

19One Whig leg is la to r  told Woodbridge that  he thought the cut back 
on ra i l roads  would have no effect  on the  e lec t ion  of 1840. Henry B. Lath- 
rop ,  Jackson,  July 2,  1840, to Will iam W oodbr idge , Detroi t ,  Woodbridge 
MSS. Also,  Lucius Lyon, January 24, 1840, to Gen. John McNeil ,  Detroit,  
"Letters  of Lucius Lyon,"  MPHC, XXVII, 531. (Hereafter, Lyon Letters .)



www.manaraa.com

96-

negot ia t ions  to se l l  the s ta te  ra il roads  to private in v e s t o r s . During 

the 1845 gubernatoria l  campaign both part ies  promised to se l l  the 

ro a d s ,  and after Democrat  Alpheus Fe lch 's  e lec t ion ,  the s ta te  began 

se ll ing  them.

The Michigan Central  went f i r s t ,  sold at what  has  been d e 

scr ibed as  "a bargain  p r i c e . "  In the leg is la tu re  Democrats incanted 

r i tua l  formulas about "monsters and monopo l ies ,"  and some Whigs 

regarded the sa le  a s  a "great p a n a c e a . "  A recen t  study concluded 

tha t  the l e g i s l a tu r e ' s  deba te s

give the  impression that  the  leg is la to rs  feared a ra ilroad monopoly, 
but  feared the failure to se l l  even more.  Most opposit ion  re s ted  
a lmost enti re ly  on local in te res t  rather than any pr inc ip le .  The 
newspapers  offered no o p p o s i t io n .2 0

Thus ,  party pos i t ions  on internal improvements varied l i t t le  

and changed as c i rcum stances  changed .  I su sp ec t  tha t  a systematic

20 Goodrich,  pp .  144-46, 326.  William L. Jenks ,  "Michigan 's  
Five Mill ion Dollar Loan ,"  Michigan H is to ry , XV (Autumn, 1931), 619, 
622-23 .  Austin Blair, Detroit ,  January 8, 1846, to A. T. M cC al l ,  Bath, 
Steuben Co. , N. Y.  , Austin Blair MSS. I have seen a draft of Father 
Peter Beckman's d i s se r ta t io n  "James J. Joy and the Joy Railroads" (St. 
Louis Univers ity) and am indebted to it for an account of the lobbying 
efforts of Joy and h is  a s s o c i a t e s  on behalf  of private buyers and for 
desc r ib ing  the  role  of Democratic l e g i s l a to r s .  Letters advocating the 
s a l e ,  probably writ ten by Joy (according to Beckman), appeared in the 
Free P r e s s .

Henry T. Backus,  an a s tu te  Whig po l i t ic ian ,  thought tha t  the 
"wire workers"  were ac tua l ly  re luc tan t  to s e l l ,  "as they deem it / t h e  
railroad./ a s  the nursery  of their  pow er ."  H. T . B . ,  Detroit ,  February 21, 
184 6, to Will iam Woodbridge ,  Woodbridge MSS.
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study of opinion on the i s su e  would find that  support for improvements 

knew no c l a s s  or party l in e s .  Virtually a ll  s ec t ions  a s so c ia te d  bet ter 

transpor ta t ion  fac i l i t ie s  with prosper ity .  Many farmers viewed ra i l 

roads as their  economic s a lva t ion .  It might be ins tructive  to study 

who benef ited  immediately from public works con t rac ts ,  for example., 

builders  and contractors  and their  supp l ie rs ,  and to study the  poli t ica l

21re la t ionsh ips  of th e s e  persons  and groups in shifting power s i tua t ions .  

Any such  s tudy would probably find that  the  poor and radical  had l i t t l e  

to do with l e g i s la t io n .

5 . Banking.

The " rad ica l"  Democrats ,  according to Stree ter,  democratized 

banking in Michigan .

At the beginning of the  y e a r ' 1837 there  were s ix teen  chartered 
banks  in the  s t a t e .  The poor people  cried out aga ins t  them.  They 
sa id  that  th e se  ins t i tu t ions  were monopolies which the  ar is tocracy  
u sed  in order to control  e lec t ions  . . . .  The m a sse s  demanded 
tha t  banking should be free so that  poor men as  well as  the  rich 
might have  an opportuni ty .22

The Democratic  l eg is la tu re  responded with a General  Banking 

Act permitt ing "freeholders  who had a l imited amount of cap i ta l  to start

^ S e e  the Memorial ,  December 28 , 1839, Woodbridge MSS, of 
15 Contractors engaged in building the Cl inton and Kalamazoo Canal ,  
a sk ing  the  Governor-e lec t  not to stop or cut back work.

^ 'S t r e e te r ,  pp . 32 -33 .
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a b a n k ."  But th is  "kil ler  of monopolies" spawned an i l leg it im ate  brood 

of wild ca t  b anks ,  mainly becau se  of an untimely suspens ion  of specie  

payments  which applied to the new banks a s  well as the  old . Forty-nine  

new banks ex is ted  by April 1838, with a nominal capi ta l  of $3 ,915 ,000 .  

"Most of them flooded their  communities with worth less  notes and then 

fa i l e d . "  Yet in 1838, when "conservative  Democrats and Whigs tried to 

suspend the  a c t ,  " rad ica l"  Democrats opposed them.

Aside from internal  con t rad ic t ions ,  th is  in te rpre ta tion suffers 

grave d i f f i cu l t i e s .  S t ree te r ' s  concept ion  of the  Democracy as  an anti -  

monopoly party res ted  partly on Governor Stevens T. M ason 's  1836 veto 

m e ssa g es  on s teamboat and o t  h e r corpora tions .  But of the  s i x t e e n  

char tered  banks of 1837, nine had been char tered in 1836 by the  Demo-

2 3cra t ic  " 'an t i -monopoly '  l eg is la tu re"  and none had been ve toed  by M ason .

"Freeholders"  with "a l imited amount of capita l"  were neither

"poorpeople"  nor n e ce s sa r i ly  rep re sen ta t ive s  of the  " m a s s e s . "  No one,

to my knowledge, has  shown tha t  poor people  in Michigan demanded free

banking or the  General  Banking Act. S t ree te r ' s  c i ta t ion  to that  a sse r t ion

led one to the  rem in iscences  of H . M.  Utley  and Alpheus Felch in t h e

9 4Michigan Pioneer and H is to r ica l  C o l lec t io n s .  Utley said merely tha t

^ W i l l i a m  G.  Shade,  draft of a d is se r ta t ion  in p rogress ,  Wayne 
Sta te  U n ive rs i ty .  Hereafter referred to as  Shade.

^ S t r e e t e r ,  p . 33 .
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the  bil l  resu l ted  from popular clamor.  He may very well have refreshed 

his memory with Fe lch 's  rem in iscences ,  publi shed a few years  ear l ier .  

Felch was  a former Democratic governor and a banking commissioner 

during the 1830 's .  His paper ,  "Early Banks and Banking in M ich igan ,"  

desc r ibed  mainly the  wild ca t  banking ep iso d e .  Regarding the p a s sa g e  

of the  General  Banking Act, it rioted the s t a t e ' s  economic dif f icul t ies  in 

1837 and saidr

Applicat ions  for bank char ters  almost without number were presented 
/ t o  the  legis la tu re/*  They came from all  portions of the s t a t e ,  and 
from c i t i z ens  of near ly  every condit ion and occupa t ion .  The tab les  
of the  committee on banks and incorporations in both houses  . . . 
were  loaded with pe t i t io n s ,  and the  outs ide  p ressure  for the  grant 
of bank c h a r te r s ,  which it was  fondly hoped would afford re lie f  from 
all  em bar rassm ents ,  was  i r r e s i s t i b l e . ^

This sounds  very much l ike  an apologia  for Democratic responsi 

bil i ty  for the General  Banking Act, which is  quite ironical  s ince  Felch,  a

o c
l eg is la to r  in 183 7, was  one of the few Democrats to vote  aga in s t  tne  Act. 

One can  readily  be l ieve  tha t  some men, in s i s t en t ly ,  wanted such  an ac t ,  

but were they the "poor" and "radica l"  or the ir  r e p re se n ta t iv e s?  Governor 

Mason and h is  Banking Commissioner adv ised  aga ins t  c reating  more banks,  

but not very  s t renuous ly .  D e m o c r a t i c  new spapers ,  such as the De

troi t  _JH_e_e__Pi^e_s_s and the M o n r o e  T i m e s  a d v o c a t e d  p a s s a g e

25Alpheus Fe lch ,  "Early Banks and Banking in M ich igan ,"  MPHC, 
II,  114. H . M .  Utley ,  "The Wildcat Banking System in M ich igan ,"  MPHC, 
V," 211.

2^Herbert  Randall ,  "Alpheus Felch: An Appreciat ion,"  Michigan 
Hi s t o r y , X, 2 (April, 1926), p .  166. Shade .
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of the  law as  an "anti -monopoly" m easure ,  but why should one a ssum e

that they spoke  for poor people?  The law i t s e l f  provided that  no more

than  twelve  freeholders  in any county could organize a bank , with a

minimum of $50,000 c ap i t a l ,  35 percent  of which had to be paid in in

s p e c ie .  Persons p o s s e s s in g  the average amount of cap i ta l  required for

27such a venture  in Michigan in 1837 were not poor.

Things did not work out,  of co u rse ,  according to the le t ter  or 

sp i r i t  of the  law.  Most of the  new banks '  cap i ta l  was  gross ly  over

va lued  lan d ,  some of it encumbered.  The new banks  mis represented  

the i r  c a p i t a l ,  wildly overextended th e m se lv e s ,  and brazenly  defrauded 

the  p opu lace .  Who were  the wild cat  bankers?  Poor peop le?  Mer

c h a n t s ?  W higs?  D em ocra ts?  I have seen  no identi fication of wild 

ca t t e r s  in the  secondary  l i te ra tu re ,  le t  a lone sys temat ic  ident i f ica t ion .  

Such a s tudy would be extremely f ru i t fu l . It would probably turn up men 

of e a sy  po l i t ic s  a s  wel l  a s  mora li ty—fa s t -b u c k  opportunis ts  to whom 

party po l i t ic s  meant nothing.  The model for th is  type appeared in a 

f ic t iona l  charac te r  c rea ted  in 1837 by a soc ia l  commentator,  Mrs .  Kirk

la n d ,  in her A New Home: Who 'l l  Follow? , an account  of manners and 

l ife in Michigan in the 1830's.  She sa t i r ized  the typica l  wild ca t  banker 

in her pic tu re  of Harley Rivers of a mythical  Tinkervil le ,  Michigan.

o 7
Joseph G an tz ,  "A History  of Banking Legis la tion and Currency 

in M ich igan ,  183 5-1865 ," (unpublished M . A . t h e s i s ,  Wayne State Uni
v e r s i ty ,  193 6), pp.  7 -8 .  S tree te r,  p.  33.
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Rivers was  poor,  but not "of the poor c l a s s e s . "  He fancied himself  

a gentleman, never worked for a l iv ing,  and had squandered two for

tunes  . Rivers redeemed himself  from proverty  by sett ing  up the Bank

of Tinkervil le,  making "money of rags ,  " and moving e a s t  to "l ive

2 8l ike  a gent leman on the spoi ls  of the  Tinkervil le Wild C a t . "

A sys tem a t ic  s tudy might unearth characters l ike Rivers; it 

might connect " re spec tab le"  Y/higs and Democrats with the  " c a t s . "

The legendary  Bank of Brest probably qua l i f ie s  a s  the  most notorious 

of the  c a t s ,  lo c a t e d ,  according to i ts  sponsors ,  in the  "thriving metro

poli s"  of Brest— which was  then and is now a thick fo res t .  At l e a s t  

one of the  major s tockholders  was  a Democratic po l i t ic ian ,  and Origen

D .  Richardson, e lec ted  Lieutenant Governor by the Democrats in 1841,

28held  s tock  in the wild ca t  Bank of Oakland.

It i s  d if ficult  to be l ieve  that  Democratic newspapers  were speak

ing for or concerned about the in te re s t s  of the  poor when they welcomed 

the  new b a n k s .  The Democratic Monroe Times congra tulated the towns

people  of Brest  on the opening of their  bank and noted tha t  the  town had 

r i sen  "to weal th  and importance in a surpris ingly  short  t im e ."  One has

28C . M . S . Kirkland, A New H om e--W holll Follow? or, Glimpses  
of W este rn  Life (New York, 1837) , pp .  191-200. I have  used  the 1850 edi
t ion ,  BHC.

2 QCalv in  Britain,  a Democrat ,  held s tock  in Bres t ’s wild c a t .
The Advertiser made the charge  aga ins t  Richardson in the 1841 campaign 
and the  Free Press  did not answ er .  Advertiser,  September 30 ,  1841, p . 2.
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to choose  be tween  awarding the Times1 editors with v a s t  na’ivete  or a 

ready s e n s e  of humor.  The Free Press welcomed a flock of wild ca ts :  

the  Farmers1 Bank of Homer was  run ,  it s a id ,  "principally  by the farm

ers of that  to w n ."  Natura lly .  The Democratic Pontiac Balance greeted 

the Bank of Oakland as  an "ant i-monopoly" triumph. The Balance admit -  

t e d ,  however,  tha t  it w as  the second bank in a "vil lage  of roughly 1000

so u l s .  . . . But few Eastern v i l lages  can boas t  of l ike means of en te r -  

,,30p r i s e .

The Free P r e s s ^  editor wrote a le t te r  to a friend in 183 6 which

throws revea l ing  l ight on the re la t ionsh ips  between ed i to rs ,  l e g i s l a to r s ,

land specu la t io n ,  new towns ,  and new b an k s .  Editor John S. Bagg wanted

to borrow money to take  advantage  of unrivaled investment opportuni t ies

opening up in a ll  parts  of the s t a t e .  "You must be a w a r e ," wrote Bagg,

tha t  from rny s i tua t ion  with th is  p r e s s ,  I am eas i ly  enabled to form 
a cq u a in tan ces  with members of the Leg is la tu re .  They are men of 
good judgment and most of them have laid the foundations  for fine 
for tunes in r ea l  e s t a t e .  They are  very friendly to me— more perhaps 
on account  of my s i tua t ion  than anything e l s e —and would very w i l l 
ingly do me a favor in affording me fac i l i t i e s  for invest ing money in 
lands  in different  parts  of the s t a t e .  Many of them are anxious  to 
have me inves t  something in their  embryo c i t ie s  — so as  to get  an o c 
c as io n a l  puff from the s ta te  p a p e r , and it provokes me much to see  
the fine opportuni t ies  I enjoy for making money— if I had the cap i ta l  
to av a i l  myself  of them.

o n
Times quoted in Free Press,  August 28, 1837, p .  2; others  from Free 

Press,  September 27, 1*837, p . 2, September 13, p . 2, August 17, p . 2 .

31 John S. Bagg, Detroit ,  February 21, 1836, to J. FI. Bronson, Micro
film of s e le c ted  le t te rs  from the Bagg MSS, Huntington Library,  property of 
Russe l  E . Bidlack, Michigan Flistorical  Collect ions .  Hereafter c i ted as  Bagg MSS 
f i l m .
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By the time the wild ca ts  failed and their  frauds were exposed the

populace  w as  a lready embittered by economic d ep ress ion .  Rich, poor,

m erchan ts ,  fa rmers ,  labore rs ,  a r t i s a n s ,  al l  suffered from the wild c a t s .

In 1841 Austin Blair said the specula tors  were so de sp ised  in Michigan

32tha t  "the people would hang them if they co u ld . "  The public did not 

seem to a s s o c i a t e  wild ca ts  with any one party .  Everyone knew that a 

Democratic leg is la tu re  had p a ssed  the banking law and the untimely s u s 

pension law. Both part ies  a ccu sed  each other of harboring all  the wild 

ca t te r s  in the ir  fo lds .

In the 1837 gubernator ia l  campaign both part ies  charged the other 

with  being the party of bankers  and specu la to rs .  The Whigs published a 

l i s t  of bank off icers which s a id ,  in e f fec t ,  that  69 percent  of them were 

Democrats .  The Democrats brought out their  l i s t  claiming that  55 percent  

of the bank off icers  were W higs .  These c la im s ,  as  Will iam Shade has

o bse rved ,  tended "to confirm only that  party had l i t t le  to do with whether

33a man w as  a banker or n o t . "

In the 1841 campaign the Whig State Convention proclaimed that  

the Democratic Party had crea ted  "every Bank in the State . . . except

3?Austin Blair,  Jackson, July 21, 1841, to A. T. M cCal l ,  Bath, 
Steuben C o . ,  N.  Y. , Blair MSS. Mrs .  Kirkland, loc . c i t . See a lso  
Lawton T. Hemans , Life and Times of Stevens Thomson Mason (Lansing: 
Michigan His tor ica l  Commission,  1920), pp.  377-78 .  In the Spring of 
1838 jus t  before the ci ty e lec t io n ,  three Democratic merchants  agreed "to 
rece ive  a t  their  store for goods and in exchange for current money, the 
notes  of" 18 wild cat  banks .  Free P r e s s , March 29, 1838, p. 2.

33S h ad e , p . 33 .
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the  Bank of M ich igan ."  After studying the poli t ica l  affi l i at ions  of the  

P res iden ts ,  c a s h i e r s ,  s tockho lders ,  and debtors of Michigan b a n k s ,

Shade found no c o n s i s t e n t  party alignment by banks ,  but found men of 

different  par ties  in t h e se  pos i t ions  in all the banks . He agreed with 

Harry N.  Scheiber  that  "persona l in te r - re la t ions  of entrepreneurs  and 

po l i t ic ians  in the  'Age of Jackson '  complicated what are  too often de

scr ibed as s t r ic t ly  pol i t ica l  d iv is ions"  and concluded that

In Michigan there  was an entrepreneur ia l  group tha t  invested  in and 
borrowed heavily  from b an k s .  Many of these  men, perhaps a simpleO £
majority,  were  aff i l iated with the Democratic p a r t y . "

6.  Whigs  and Banks.

The Whigs had ra ised  no clamor aga ins t  the banking law. The 

Advertiser  had ra i sed  some minor objec t ions  and had said tha t  Michigan 

had enough b a n k s .  As the f inancia l  debac le  descen d ed ,  Y/higs began to 

denounce the  l aw .  Whig leg is la to r s  introduced a resolu tion decla r ing  it 

u n co ns t i tu t iona l ,  and ca l led  for an inves t iga t ion ,  hoping to reap pol i t ica l  

a d v a n t a g e . ^

Whigs consor ted  ra ther openly with b anks ,  part icularly with the 

Bank of M ich igan .  The pa r ty ' s  1837 gubernator ia l  c and ida te ,  Char les  C.

^ A d v e r t i s e r , September 13, 1841, p .  2.  Free Press  and Adver t iser , 
August -November 1841, p a ss im .  Shade ,  pp .  34-35'.

35Gantz ,  p .  18. Adv e r t i s e r , July 14, 1836. Elsa Holderre id,  "Public 
Life of Jacob Merrit t  Howard" (unpublished M as te r ' s  t h e s i s ,  Whyne State 
U nivers i ty ,  1950), pp .  32-33 .
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Trowbridge, was  the Bank's c a sh ie r ,  la te r  i ts  Pres ident.  The Free 

.Press ' s reac t ion  to th is  candidacy  is  in s tructive  for those  who like 

to think of the Democracy as  a mil i t ant,  a n t i - b u s in e s s  pa rty .  The 

Free Press t rea ted  Trowbridge ini t ia l ly  with unusual cordiali ty:  he 

w as  a nice  man, a good banker ,  but unqualif ied for off ice .  The ed i

to rs  i n s i s t e d ,  however,  a s  did local  Democratic convent ions ,  that  

they  were  "not hos t i le  to banks per s e , "  nor did a "moderate connec

tion" with banks d isqual ify  a man for off ice ,  al though an "exclus ive  

bank man" w as  a s  bad as  an "ac tual locofoco ."  Michigan Democrats 

wanted  to d i s a s s o c i a t e  th e m se lv e s ,  no doubt,  from an an t i -bank  

sp l in te r  group of New York's Democratic Party whose  nickname, "loco

f o c o , "  became a s s o c i a t e d  with their  i d e a s .  Although Whigs called

them locofoco for y e a r s ,  Michigan Democrats ,  as  they in s i s t e d ,  did

36not dese rve  the lab e l .

Governor Woodbridge 's  Whig adminis tra tion re l ied  heavily on 

Bank of Michigan personnel  and f a c i l i t i e s .  In January 1840 the Free 

Press  wondered why the Whigs did not simply turn over the s ta te  

wholly to the  Bank. Bank off ic ia ls  or stockholders  now served ,  it 

s a id ,  a s  chairman of the  Senate Finance Committee ,  United States 

Senator,  Auditor Genera l ,  and State Treasurer;  b il ls  were pending that  

would appoint i ts  c a sh ie r  s ta te  f i s c a l  agent and make it the sta te

^ Free P r e s s , September 18, 1837, p. 2; September 20, p.  2.
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trea su ry .  The Bank a lso  took over handling the Five Million Dollar 

37Loan.

The l ia i son  with the Bank hurt the W higs .  In 1840 it  and the 

Farmers '  and M echan ics '  Bank provided the s ta te  with re l iab le  cur

re n c y ,  though both had suspended specie  payments ,  but by 1841 th is  

s i tua t ion  had changed d ra s t ic a l ly .  In a c r i s i s . th e  Bank protected the 

inves tm ents  of i t s  ab se n te e  con tro l le rs ,  the Dwights of M as sa c h u se t t s  

and New York, a t  the  expense  of local  investors  and the s t a t e .  The 

Bank, wrote  Juliana Woodbridge,  was  "completely down, they re fuse  

taking the i r  bil ls  and have a s s ig n ed  everything to the Dwights and left 

everybody in the l u r c h . 11 She thought that  the Bank had ac ted  "very 

d i s h o n o r a b l y . " A Macomb County farmer told of being "poor indeed,  

without a currency and without our money our l a s t  hope has  failed us 

(to wit) the Bank, of M ich igan ,  we all  supposed it good until forced to 

part with  it / i t s  n o t e s / f o r  a song or loose  the whole (s ic).  " George 

D aw son 's  Advertiser turned on the Bank l ike a locofoco and a s s a i l e d  

i t with  "unmeasured f i e r c e n e s s . " One Wrhig leader thought that  Daw

s o n ' s  course  was  folly and would wreck the pa rty ,  but the  party fol

lowed Dawson. In 1841 the Whig State Convention virtual ly admitted 

tha t  the par ty had erred in re lying on the Bank, adding that  Democratic

87 Free Press , January 24, 1840, p.  2; January 2 5, p.  2. See 
Woodbridge MSS 1840-1841, e sp ec ia l ly  the correspondence between 
Woodbridge and Robert Stuart.
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m is takes  ear l ier  were the root of the trouble ,  and p a s s e d  a reso lu tion

3 8a g a in s t  a l lowing legal  bank s u sp en s io n s .

State Treasurer Robert Stuart ,  al though a defender of the Bank, 

rea l ized  tha t  the  Whigs needed a more "comely monster" or they must 

"give up the  sh ip .  " During the  summer Whigs in various parts of the 

s ta te  predic ted tha t  "the swindling policy of the bank of Michigan" 

would damage the party in the. fall  e lec t ion .  I ts  "broken premises  l ike 

an incubus"  had crushed  "at once a ll  promises  of better things for the 

mul ti tude"  and had given subs tance  to "locofoco declamation of a ro t 

ten  and corrupt in s t i tu t io n . "  The Bank's failure  probably did help beat  

the  Whigs  in 1841, a l though it was  only one of many factors  working 

a g a in s t  them.  The Bank angered poor persons and "monied" p e rso n s ,  

and many W higs .  It should be evident tha t  the Bank cannot be seen  

a s  the  ins trument of a monolithic or even highly cohes ive  "weal thy and

3 8 "In the c a s e  of the  Bank of Michigan there  was  the question 
of whether  the  Eastern sharks  had got Michigan a s s e t s  at  a bargain price 
paid in dubious  co in .  ” B e c k m a n ,  C h a p t e r  I ,  pp .  21-22. Juliana 
Woodbridge ,  Spr ingw el i s , January 26, 27, to Will iam V7oodbridge, W a s h 
ington and Gideon G a te s ,  Romeo /M acom b  C o u n ty / ,  June 29, 1841, to 
Will iam Woodbridge,  W ash ing ton ,  Woodbridge MSS. The la tter  is  a good 
desc r ip t ion  of the d ep re s s io n .

Thomas Rowland, Detro i t ,  January 25, 1841, to W. W . ,  W ashing
ton ,  and Robert Stuart ,  Detroit ,  January 29, 1841, to W. Wr . , W ashington ,  
Woodbridge MSS, d i s c u s s  Dawson. Stuart said  that  Dawson was  "worse 
than mad" and feared he would "des troy us root and branch—he is worse 
than  any locofoco ,  for he is  a l l  b r im stone ."  Randall ,  "Gubernatorial  
Plat forms,  Mich igan ,  1834-1864," pp.  20-37 .
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commercial" c l a s s  which a l leged ly  ran the Whig Party.  How can such 

an in te rpre ta tion cope with the fact  tha t  Lewis C a s s ,  Michigan 's  fore

most Democrat ,  was  one of the  la rges t  stockholders  in the  Bank of 

M ich igan?  ^

If the  Whigs had a "mons ter ,"  so did the Democrats;  indeed ,a t  

l e a s t  two.  A group of Democrats  led by John.R. Williams had incorpor

ated  the Michigan State  Bank in March 1835. This bank did not become 

a federal  depos i t  bank, but Democratic s ta te  officia ls  u sed  it for deposi t  

of s ta t e  funds .  Shortly after the 1837 depress ion  began,  the bank fa i led ,  

much to the Democrats '  embarrassment.  The scene enacted between the 

Whigs and the Bank of Michigan,  1839-1841, was  vir tua l ly  a repeat per

formance of a s cene  enac ted  ear l ier  by the  Democrats and the Michigan 

Sta te  B a n k . ^

^ R o b e r t  Stuart ,  Detroit ,  July 16, 1841, to Will iam Woodbridge,  
Washington;  Henry T. Backus,  Detroit ,  July 6, to Will iam Woodbridge , 
Washington; Richard Butler, Mt.  C lemens ,  Macomb County,  July 9, 1841, 
to Will iam Woodbridge,  Washington; E. A. Trumbull, Centerv i l le ,  M ic h . ,  
July 5, 1841, to Will iam Woodbridge,  Y/ashington, Woodbridge MSS.
Shade, p a s s i m .

"^C la rence  M. Burton, Gordon K. Miller,  and Will iam Stocking 
( e d s . ) ,  The City of Detroit ,  Michigan ,  1701-1922 (Detroit: S. J. C la rke,  
1922) , I ,  6 40, gave a l i s t  of incorporators of the  bank,  including such 
Democrats  as Abraham S. Schoolcraft ,  John Truax, and Barnabas C am p au . 
Kinsley S. Bingham thought tha t  the Michigan State Bank fa ilure had hurt 
the  Democrats  more than the wi ldcat  e p i so d e .  Kinsley S.  Bingham, March 
30, 1839 , to Alpheus Felch,  Alpheus Felch MSS, BKC.

Beckman said  regarding the failure: "It was a q u e s t i o n o f  whether s ta te  
funds were to be lost , presumably for the benefi t  of the bank1 s s tockholders  , 
many of whom were  lo c a l .  F o r t e r / a  Whig lawyer/7 thought that  nei ther  the bank 
nor the  s t a t e  would have been in trouble if  cer ta in  early off ic ia ls  of the bank and 
of the s ta t e  had repaid  their  loans  ." William G . Shade told me that  the non- local 
s tockholders  were  Albany Regency bankers .
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A more succe ss fu l  Democratic bank was the Farmers ' and Me

c h an ic s '  Bank, John R, Wil l iams had led in founding th is  bank too,  

W il l iams was  one of Detro i t ' s  w ea l th ie s t  men who enjoyed a long 

c a ree r  in the  Democrat ic  Party/  holding numerous party ,  c i ty ,  and 

s t a t e  o f f ice s .  Once Will iams had been  pres ident of the  Bank of Michi 

gan , but res igned  in 1824 as control  of the  Bank shifted eas tward  to the  

Dwight family,  New York and M as sa c h u se t t s  c a p i t a l i s t s .  That t r a n s 

ac t ion  touched off a feud be tween  the Dwights and W i l l i a m s , marked 

by s u i t s ,  c o u n t e r - s u i t s ,  and Williams being ja iled  three t imes during 

1829. Wil l iams was a man of great, egotism and pride ,  and one can  

s e n s e  the unders ta tement  of the  local  h is to rian  who said tha t  the  for

mation of a bank to rival the  Bank of Michigan was for Will iams "a

41
consummation devoutly to be w ish ed . !1

The Farmers'  and M echan ics '  Bank became a "pet" bank, _Me_. ,

a federal  depos i t  bank of the  Jackson admin is tra tion ,  after John Norvell ,

one of i t s  d i rec to rs ,  "assu red  the  t reasury  department of i ts  solvency

and of the  high percen tage  of i ts  s tockholders  (90 percent) who had

42Democrat ic  v iews . "

Burton, ,et_ al_. , (eds .) , City of Detroit ,  I ,  634, 635. Silas 
Farmer desc r ibed  the Farmers '  and M ech an ics '  Bank and the Bank of 
Michigan as  the  two most important banks w es t  of Buffalo in 1837, H is 
tory of Detroit  and Michigan ,  I, General  (Detroit: Silas Farmer and Co. ,  
1884) , 860-61.

^2Harry N. Scheiber ,  "George Bancroft and the Bank of Michigan, 
1837-1841," Michigan H i s to r y , XL-IV, 1 (March, 196 0), p.  83.



www.manaraa.com

110

Democrats  not only nursed "m ons te r s , "  but cer ta in  Democrats 

h a d ,  from time to t im e,  given important aid to the Whig "monster ."

In 1831 the Bank of Michigan sought and obta ined a government depos 

it th ree years  before the  Farmers'  and M echan ics '  Bank became a "pet." 

Lewis C ass  helped  the bank in th is  in s tance  and again  in 1839 when it 

w as  seeking  re l ie f  from the Treasury.  Earlier , ,  in 1837, the Bank had 

re l ied  upon "the a s s i s t a n c e  of George Bancroft / M a s s a c h u s e t t s  Demo

c r a t /  a r e la t ive  of the Dwights / w h o /  a l s o  held stock in severa l  of

the ir  en terp r i ses  / in c lu d in g  the B ank/  and whose  children would inherit

43part of the Dwight for tune.  " Not a ll  Democrats were so w e l l -d i sp o se d

toward the Bank. John Norvell urged Treasury Secretary Levi Woodbury

in 1837 to in it ia te  a suit  ag a in s t  the Bank if it did not meet i ts  d ra f ts .

44Against th is  p re ssu re  came the in tervent ion of Bancroft and C a s s .

7. Party Leadersh ip  and C l a s s e s .

After studying the  caree rs  of "about seven  hundred" noted party 

l e ade rs ,S t ree te r  found convincing (to him) evidence of the c l a s s  d iv i 

s ions  be tween p a r t i e s .  The seven hundred men w ere ,  of co u rse ,  a 

minute part of the e lec to ra te .  They were an eli te  of "i n f l u e n t i a l " and 

the ir  leadersh ip  was  not only or a lways  po l i t ica l .  Streeter a ssumed that

^ " Ibid . , pp.  89-90 .

44Ibid . , pp .  83 -88 .  See Mason MSS, 1833 fragment of le t ter  of
John Norvell to Stevens T. M ason ,  n . d .
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th is  group rep resen ted  the e lec to ra te  in microcosm b ecau se  he t r a n s 

ferred the same c l a s s  d iv is ions  that  he saw in it to the  r e s t  of the 

e lec to ra te .  He nowhere made it c lear tha t  he made a d is t inc t ion  b e 

tween a pa r ty ' s  leadersh ip  and i t s  mass  following. Treating the two 

a s  s epara te  problems one may ask :  was  Streeter ri.ght about the d i f 

ferent c l a s s  b a se s  of party leade rsh ip?

Laurence A. Sabbath recen t ly  made a sys temat ic  study of the 

soc ia l  c h a r ac te r i s t i c s  of prominent Whig and Democratic Party leaders  

in Wayne County in 1844. He examined the o ccupa t ion , wea l th  and 

economic s t a t u s ,  b i r thp lace ,  re l ig ion ,  a g e ,  and other charac te r i s t ic s  

of 100 party l e a d e r s .  Sabbath found that  Democratic leaders  included 

some of the  w e a l th i e s t  men in the county ,  part icularly  large landown

e r s .  The party leade rsh ips  were roughly similar in their  occupat ion ,  

breaking down th is  way:

Democrats Whigs
Lawyers 25 21
Businessmen 34 38
Doctors 0 2
Farmers 14 4
Craft s me n-Arti sans 3 4
Others 6 7

After exploring the re la t ionsh ips  between a number of the  l e ad 

e rs '  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  Sabbath concluded that  it was  diff icult  to d i s t i n 

guish  between Whigs  and Democrats on the b a s i s  of the ir  socio-economic  

background and that  similar socio-economic  groups provided leadership
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in both part ie s

8. The Economic Elite and Pol it ical  Pa r t i e s .

Alexandra McCoy, in a careful ly  controlled inves t iga t ion ,  deter

mined Wayne  County 's  economic eli te  in 1844 by using wealth  and eco

nomic role as indica tors  of economic s ta tus  . The e l i te  group of 9 7 had 

a Whig majority: 60 Whigs (62%), 5 Libertyites (5%), 28 Democrats 

(29%), and 4 Unknown. Although Whigs dominated the e l i t e ,  McCoy 

sa id  tha t  S t ree te r ' s  in te rpre ta tion of the  Whigs as the party of the well -  

to -do  could not be regarded  as  def in it ive  s ince  it left 40 percent of the 

group as  an excep t ion .

What is  e s s e n t i a l ,  then ,  is to examine other factors  which might 
reasonab ly  in fluence  men's  poli t ica l  a f f i l ia t ions .  St ree ter . . . yfnim- 
self"7 su g g es t s  e thnocultura l  as well as economic factors as  poss ib le  
in f luences  on Whig membership.  . . .  By the use of multivariate ana ly 
s is  we hope to be ab le  to re la te  ethnocul tural  and economic charac te r 
i s t i c s  to party membership with greater p r e c i s i o n .^6

^ L a w r e n c e  Howard Sabbath ,  "Analysis of the Poli t ical  Leadership 
in Wayne County ,  Michigan , 1844," pp .  75, 128, 135. While  there are  de
fec ts  in Sabba th 's  procedure,  and his  cri teria  for s e lec t ion  of party leaders  
were  not as  sys tem at ic  as  the McCoy s tudy, it is the only such  s tudy to be 
made that  is  at  al l  s y s t e m a t i c .  For the  time being i ts  f indings will have to 
be regarded as having grea ter  weight ,  for Wayne County at l e a s t ,  than 
S t ree te r ' s  im press ions .

On the lack  of s ign i f ican t  c l a s s  d if ferences  between Whig and Demo
cra t ic  party leaders  in Newbury Port, M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  in 185 0, see  Them- 
strom, Poverty and P ro g re s s , p.  53.

46McCoy,  pp.  97 -98 .  She d i s c u s s e s  her method pp . 51-52 and the 
cr i teria  of s e le c t io n ,  pp.  55-67 .
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McCoy t e s t e d  severa l  fac to rs ,  such as  economic ro le ,  ethnic 

orig in ,  re l ig ion ,  and o the rs ,  in simple c ro s s - t ab u la t io n s  with poli t ical  

a f f i l i a t io n s ,  and a l so  t e s t ed  s ignificant subgroups (e.g.. , Democratic 

landowners) with the other v a r iab le s .

Economic ro le  had some re la t ionship  to party p reference .  Mer

chan ts  and n o n -sp e c ia l iz ed  entrepreneurs  tended to be predominantly 

Whig (87%) as  did manufacturers (68%), while landowners were the 

only economic group showing a marked Democratic preference (66%).

Yet economic in te re s t ,  ra t ionally  ca lc u a ted ,  did not seem to have d e 

termined m en 's  choice  of a party .  Party programs offered no c lu e s .

Men with the  same in te re s t s  preferred different pa r t i e s .  The non

sp ec ia l iz ed  nature of b u s in e s s  en te rp r ise ,  moreover,  made the for -

47mulation of a f ixed and def ineab le  " in te res t"  unrea l is t ic  for many men.

Ethnocultural  and re l ig ious  group corre la tions  with party pref

e rence  y ie lded  more s ignificant correla tions  than those  for economic 

role  and par ty .  Yankees were the l a rges t  single ethnocultura l  group 

among the e l i t e ,  47 pe rcen t ,  and 84 percent of the eli te  Yankees were 

W higs .  But it did not follow that  Yankees were hardly ever  Democrats 

b eca u se  Yankees (both New’ England English and New York English) made 

up the l a rges t  e thnocul tura l  group in the  Democratic Party— 32 percent.  

"All we can say  . . .  is  that  / e l i t e /  Yankees tended to be Whigs . . .  to

4 7Ib ld . , pp. 101-2 0.
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a much greater extent  than they were  Democrats .  " However,  the d e c i 

sive factor separa ting Yankees was Presbyter ian ism. With one excep

t ion ,  "Yankees who were not Democrats were not P resby te r ians ,"  while 

76 percent of the Elite Presbyte r ians  were W higs ,  and 61 percent of the 

Whigs were Yankee Presby ter ians .

Religion in the c a s e  of Presbyte rianism,  the predominant faith among 
the e l i t e ,  showed a more constan t  correla tion with poli t ica l  a f f i l i a 
t ion than did any economic ro le .  What makes th is  re la t ionsh ip  im
p res s ive  is tha t  re lig ion p r e s e n t s  a much more c l ea r - cu t  designa t ion  
than economic ro le .  Many who were merchants  or c a p i t a l i s t s  were 
a l so  landowners . but no one was  a Presbyterian and an Episcopal ian 
s im ul taneous ly .

The charac te r  and in te re s t s  of Wayne County’s Presbyterians  sug

ges ted  an explana t ion  of the Yankee-Presbyte rian  Whig pre ference .  Pres 

byter ians  promoted moral upli f t  and socia l  c a u s e s ,  such as  temperance ,  

to which Whiggery was  far more in sympathy than the Democracy. McCoy 

proposed that  Presbyte rians  promoted a kind of "Yankee reformism" in

a l l i an ce  with  the Whig Party,  and that  Democrats seemed unsympathetic

49or openly hos t i le  to W hig-Presby ter ian  "reformist  z e a l . "

Concluding tha t  "opposing party types  were charac te r ized  by 

different  re l ig ious  aff i l ia t ions  and economic ro les"  and that  men 's  poli 

t i ca l  cho ices  depended on complex socia l  condi tioning ra ther than on

^ M c C o y ,  pp .  160-61, 175.

49 M cC oy, pp . 173-183.



www.manaraa.com

115

50narrow economic in te r e s t s ,  McCoy went  on to examine the effect  

of personal inf luences  on poli t ica l  a ff i l iat ion and found that  " c las s  

in te re s t  among the e l i te  operated in the same way as  party loya lt ie s  

in the community as  a whole; c l a s s  so lidar ity  tended to l e s s e n  party 

c leav ag e  in the same way that  party loya l t ies  among a ll  economic ' 

s tra ta  blurred c l a s s  an tagon ism s ."^

9. Summary.

Limited inves t iga t ion  of the re la tionship  between b u s in e s s  and

po l i t ic s  has  shown Democratic involvement in those  economic affairs

which  have been  cons idered  typ ica l ly  Whig and tha t  joint ac t ion  in

economic en terpr ise  by men of different pa r t ie s  was  rout ine .  Some

economic r iva l r ies  roughly para l le led  po l i t ica l  r iv a l r i e s ,  as  with the

Bank of Michigan  and the  Farmers’ and M ec h a n ic s ’ Bank. But far more

impress ive  was  the  tendency for poli t ica l  dif ferences  to d i s so lve  before

the prospec t  of profit .  The C as s  Farm Company, organized in 1835, was

"one of the la rges t  r ea l  e s ta te  en te rp r ises"  of ear ly Detroit ,  formed by

Whig and Democrat ic  bus in essm en  who bought a chunk of Lewis C a s s ' s  

52farm, Some b us inessm en  were n o n -p a r t i s a n ,  and some b i -p a r t i s a n ,

5 ° I b i d . , p .  183.

^ I b i d . , p . 199 .

52 Burton, e t ' a l .  , ( e d s . ) ,  City of D e t ro i t , I, 341. George E. 
C a t l in ,  "Oliver Newberry ,"  Michigan His to ry ,  Vol. 18 (Winter,  1934), 
pp .  13-14. •
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l ike the roule tte  player bett ing both s ides  of the board .

M cCoy 's  study of the  economic eli te led her to contemplation 

of "the paradoxical  nature of poli t ical  loya l t ies  during the mid-n ine

teen th  c en tu ry ."  She said  tha t  "c lose  b u s in e s s  re la t ionsh ips  ex is ted  

a c ro ss  party l ines"  and even included partnerships  in which partners 

be longed to opposite  p a r t i e s .  "Business promotion was  a l so  carried 

on by economic leaders  acting  jointly without regard to party .  " Elite 

members of different par t ies  a l so  did one another personal poli t ica l

favo rs ,  and there  e x i s t e d ,  na tu ra l ly ,  a "wide range of socia l  in te r -

53course  among the e l i te  without regard to par ty .  "

Party leaders  and e l i te  groups must be studied separa te ly .  

Genera l iza t ions  about  such  groups do not n eces sa r i ly  extend to par

t i e s 1 mass  fo l lo w in g s . Determining the po l i t ica l  pre fe rences  of groups 

among the mass  e lec to ra te  in Wayne County will  require examination 

of data  th a t  has  not ye t  been cons idered .

C l a s s e s  and Voting

1. The U ses  of Impress ion is t ic  Evidence.

After the  e lec t ion  for governor in 1837 the Free Press explained 

the fa ilure  of the Democrats  to carry Wayne County while  winning in 

the  s t a t e .  Wayne County was  "the sea t  of the  a r is tocracy"  and the
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Democracy had en l is ted  the "active  opposi t ion of the whole mercanti le

in te re s t  of the c i ty ,  forwarders and a l l ,  with a very few e x ce p t io n s . "

The s taf fs  of two deposi t  ban k s ,  customs house o ff icers ,  and building

contractors  were  "exc lus ive ly  W h ig ," and ,  the  Free Press charged ,

employers in genera l  had th rea tened  their  workers with d ism is sa l  if

54they  did not vo te  Whig.

The 1840 federal  c en su s  takers  counted 1009 persons in Detroit 

engaged in commerce,  t r a d e s , manufacturing ,  and the learned profes

s io n s ,  ca tegor ies  which covered die occupations  mentioned by the Free

P r e s s . In 1840 th e se  persons  accounted  for roughly 5 percent of Wayne

55C ounty 's  population and 11 percent of D e t ro i t ' s .  It is unlikely that  in 

1837 th is  group accounted  for mcr e than 15 percent  of Wayne County 's  

e lec to ra te .  Therefore,  to swing the e lec tion for "the a r i s to c r a c y , "  the 

mercanti le  and b u s in e s s  in te res t  must have had to exerc ise  considerable  

influence ou ts ide  of i t s  own c l a s s .  Yet la te r  s tudents  of Michigan po l i 

t i c s  have  often accep ted  the Free P r e s s 's  claim at  face v a lu e .  If one 

cons iders  the c lo se  ba lance  of the Democratic and Whig vote in Wayne 

County and in the s ta te  from 183 7-1840 and the n e ce s sa r i ly  smal] size

54The Free P r e s s , November 14, 1837, p .  2.

55Detroit  occupat ions  for 1840 are not in the federa l  census  but 
were  printed in the  Free Press December 1, 1840, p.  2. See a l so  Fuller,  
Economic and Social Beginnings of Michigan,  p.  182, and Michigan 
M a n u a l , 1838 .
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of any "upper c l a s s / '  such reasoning  is  a n e c e s s i ty  in jus tifying an 

economic in terpre ta tion of v o t in g . But in looking at  the s ta te  vote  

from 1837-1852 , one wonders  how and why the "ar is tocracy"  could 

have influenced so many vote rs  ou ts ide  of Wayne and why it was  un

s u cc e ss fu l  afte r 1840, the year  of i t s  g rea tes t  tr iumph. In a new 

s t a t e ,  with an overwhelmingly poor,  agricultura l  popula tion,  the 

Whigs carr ied the e lec t ions  of 183 9 and 1840. Those were the  y e a r s ,  

moreover,  of the  "mighty democratic  upris ing;"  more vote rs  turned 

out in the  nation and in Michigan in 1840 than in any other e lection 

from 1824 to 1852. In 1840 the percentage  of the  national e lec to ra te

voting was 79,  and the percentage  of M ich igan’s e lec tora te  voting

. _  56 w as  8 4 .9 .

The Whigs car ried Wayne County in 1837, 1839, and 1840.

Outs ide of Detroit  the  pa r t ie s  were about evenly b a lanced ,  with tne 

Whigs  running much be tte r in the townships  in th e se  years  than they 

did afte r 1840. In the  county outs ide  of Detroit it is no exaggeration 

to es t im ate  tha t  farmers consti tu ted  eas i ly  over 95 percent  of the 

e lec to ra te  and the  bulk of th e se  were self -employed and poor, a l 

though many, probably most ,  were upwardly mobile.  One prospering 

farmer wrote in 1837, "My g rea tes t  difficulty is to find men to work 

for they are near ly a l l  farmers them se lves  (s ic ) . 1 , 57  Who threa tened

5 6 As es t imated  by McCormick,  "New Perspect ives  on Jacksonian 
Poli t ics , "AHR, LXV, 292.

57Louis Leonard Tucker ( e d . ) ,  "The Correspondence of John Fisher,"
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these  men with  d i sm is sa l  or how were they otherwise threa tened by the 

a r i s to c rac y ?  "

Streeter used  the Free P r e s s 's  claim within a larger framework 

of im press ion is t ic  ev idence  and ba lanced  it with test imony from a Whig 

newspaper  corroborating his t h e s i s :  "On June 21, 1837, the Detroit Ad

ve r t i s e r  / s a i d / ' t h e  great  dif ficulty with us heretofore has  b e en ,  not a 

paucity  of numbers ,  but indifference at  the po l l s .  The Whig party is

made up of b u s in e s sm en .  They have no time to spend in the e lec t ionee r-

58ing t a c t i c s  of their  opponents .  " On more than one occas ion  the Ad

v e r t i s e r  lent support  to S t ree te r ' s  t h e s i s .  In 1838 it cont inued to chide 

Whig merchants  with indifference and with los ing  by defaul t .  Before 

the  spring ci ty e lec t ion  a meeting of Detroit Whigs recommended that  

Whig bus inessm en  c lo se  their  s to res  and shops on e lec tion  day and 

work for the pa rty .  Yet the  implication of these  inc iden ts ,  and of 

severa l  Advertiser e d i to r ia l s ,  is tha t  the  party was managing without 

support from its  expec ted  pa r t i sans  among bus inessmen:  "b u s in e s s 

men and merchants  / h a d  b e e n /n o t a b ly  lax" when "compared to mechan- 

59ic s  and others ."

Michigan H is to ry , XLV, 3 (S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 6 1) ,  2 3 1.
The le t te rs  were not writ ten from Wayne County.

58 Stree te r ,  Poli t ical  Parties in Michigan , p .  16. Advert iser , 
November 16, p.  2; June 2 9, p.  2.

^ A d v e r t i s e r , March 19, 24,  and 28, 1838.
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If one is to accep t  the Advert iser’s occas iona l  remarks about 

bus inessm en  be ing W higs ,  what is  one to do with o ther,  occas iona l  

comments regarding the adherence  of n o n -bus ine ss  groups to Whig- 

gery .  On November G, 1838, the Advertiser cal led  upon merchants to 

go to the  poll s  on the second day of e lec tion  and pointed to the exam

ple of "mechanics  and workingmen" who had turned out for the Whigs 

on the  fi rs t  day .  In 1837 the Advertiser had said tha t  Whigs  were 

s tronges t  among farmers.  Whig farmers were men "hitherto too busy 

to engage ac t ive ly  in po l i t ic s"  and men who lived in an "insula ted 

posit ion  in re fe rence  to the m a i l s . " After the  August 183 7 Congres

s ional  e lec t ion  the paper a tt r ibuted the narrow Whig defeat  partly to

the e lec t ion  occurring during harves t  time when farmers were "busily

60engaged .  . . . It is to the  farmers we look for our s t r e n g th .

The major element  of co ns is tency  in the Advert iser 's  remarks

l ie s  in i t s  charac te r iza t ion  of Whig merchants  and farmers a s  "too busy"

for p o l i t i c s ,  which may have been a euphemist ic  way of handling the

a n t i -p a r ty  sentiment  prevalent among potentia l  Whigs of whatever c l a s s  

61or occupa t ion .

Testimony regarding the presence  of r ich men among Democrats 

came from as  unlikely a source  a s  a Democratic newspaper .  The Detroit

^ Adver t i se r , June 28, 1838, p.  2. September 1, 1837, p.  2. 

61See p .  160-163.
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Morning Post  in i ts  maiden i s su e  proclaimed i ts  so lidari ty  with "working 

men, " i t s  opposit ion to monopolies and to a c a s t e  system creating "ar t if i

c ia l"  c l a s s e s  of r ich and poor .  The Post, however, was  no rabb le - rouser ,  

and i n s i s t e d  tha t  the rights of al l  be protected:

Because an individual is wealthy, or e levated in office, it does  not n e c e s 
sar i ly  follow tha t  he is to be denounced or humbled . . . . Some of the  
m o s t t ru e ,  s e l f - s ac r i f i c in g  friends of the^/Democratic7 c a u s e a r e  to be
found among t h e m . 6 “

In September 1839 a group of journeymen printers,  formerly employ

ees  of the  Post ,  became suffic iently  d isenchan ted  with the goodwill of the 

P o s t 1 s o w n e r s  th a t  they s e t  up a small shee t cal led  the  Rat G a z e t t e , 

whose  ra i son  d 'e t r e  was to report on the unfa irness  of cer ta in  employers ,  

namely the owners and edi tors of the P o s t . The printers claimed tha t  the  

P o s t ' s  owners had not paid them for hones t  work and tha t  they were rich

6 3and pre ten t ious  dandies  who made the ir  money by chea t ing  working men.

W hatever the  merits  of the  c a s e ,  it is  difficult  to be l ieve  that  the

printers  would have  agreed with Stree te r ' s  in terpre ta tion of the poli t ical

p a r t i e s .  Neither, probably,  would a friend of Vvilliam Woodbridge 's  who,

while  the  la t t e r  was running for governor in 1839, told him that  his chances

of carrying Monroe County were good b e c a u s e ,  among other reasons,  "many

of our su b s tan t ia l  re s id en ts  who have acted with our opponents  ( i tal ics mine

64will  be ac t ive  in your behalf."

^ D e t r o i t  Morning P o s t , July 3 , 1837, p .  2.

63Rat G a z e t t e , September 1839 , Burton His to rical  Col lec t ion .  This 
seem s  to be the  only i s su e  ever  printed.

^ D a n i e l  S. Bacon, Monroe, September 1, 1839, to W .W .  , Detroit ,  
V/oodbridge MSS.
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These sca t te red  p ieces  of impress ionis tic  evidence indicate  

very l i t t le  except  tha t  it was  l ike ly ,  given the contradictory te s t im ony , 

tha t  support for the Democratic and Whig part ies  cut a c ro ss  c l a s s  l ines  

and economic groups.  The Advertiser ' s  apparently  conflict ing claims sua-  

ges t  tha t  Whig support came from various c l a s s e s  and occupational groups .

2.  Wayne County and Detroit  Voting, 1837-1852.

His to rians  have  noted the c lo se n e s s  of the Whig and Democratic 

par t ies  in numerical  st rength on the national  and s ta te  l e v e l s .  Marvin 

Meyers sa id  tha t  "given the re la tive ly  loose  c l a s s  s tructure ,  the heavy 

concentra tion  in the middle soc ia l  ranks as  then identified (farmers, 

mechanics ,  shopkeepers),  the  flexibil i ty  of careers  and the mixture of in te r

e s t — it seems c lear  tha t  both part ies  must have reached broadly similar c l a s s  

con s t i tu en c ie s  to ga in ,  as  they d id ,  only a l i t t le  more or l e s s  than half  the 

popular v o t e .

Lee Benson desc r ibed  the c lose  ba lance  which ex is ted  be tween 

Whigs and Democrats  in New York sta te  in the 1840's and asked:

If the  Democrats  had had s ignif icantly  disporportionate  support 
among the lower c l a s s e s ,  how could the two part ies  have been evenly 
b a lan c e d ?  . . . the ' lower c l a s s e s '  must have greatly  outnumbered 
the 'upper c l a s s e s '  in the  c i t i e s ,  ye t  the Whigs had a majority in a ll  
but two c i t i e s  / o f  nine in 1844/.  . . . ^

6  5Meyers  , Tacksonian Pers u a s i o n , p . 8 .

r  £
Benson, Concept  of Tacksonian Democracy, p.  142.
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In major e lec t ions  between 1837 and 1852 the Whigs carried 

Detroit  only three t im es .  But the  par t ies  were fairly evenly  balanced  

before the advent of the  Liberty Party and in the years  of la rges t  turn

out .

TABLE 10

PER CENT OF VOTE TO 
DETROIT,

PARTIES AND 
1837-1852

TOTAL VOTE,

Y ear O f f ic e Dem„ % Whig 7o L ib .  °
T o ta l  Number 

i  V o tes  C ast

1837 G ovenor 51 4 8 .7 .3 1645

1838 C o n g ress 4 9 .7 5 0 .2 1497

1839 G o v ern o r 4 8 .7 5 1 .3 1588

1840 P r e s i d e n t 4 6 .9 5 2 .3 .8 1484

1841 G ovenor 5 9 .2 3 7 .4 3 .4 1169

1842 S t a t e  S e n a to r  5 6 .1 4 0 .9 3. 1206

1843 G ovenor 5 1 .4 4 7 ,2 1 .4 1340

1844 P r e s i d e n t 5 0 .3 4 7 .8 1 .9 1932

1845 G ovenor 5 1 .2 4 5 . 3 .8 1411

1846 C o n g ress 5 6 .7 4 2 .7 . 6 1716

1847 G ovenor 5 6 .6 4 1 .2 2 .2 1542

1848 P r e s i d e n t 5 1 .5 4 5 .4 3 .1 2663

1849 G ovenor 60.2. 3 9 .8 1792

1850 C o n g ress 5 5 .6 4 4 .4 2614

1851 G ovenor 6 8 .9 3 1 .1 2228

1852 P r e s i d e n t 5 4 .8 4 1 .1 4 .1 4428
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The Whigs carried the c ity  in 1838 , 1839, and 1840. Although the Demo

cra t ic  majority climbed fairly high in non-p res iden t ia l  years  after 1840, 

the ir  majority was  cut back  sharply in every Pres ident ia l  year of high 

turnout:  to 50.3 percent in 1844, 51.5 percent in 1848, and 54.8  percent  

in 1852.

Unfortunately ,  no re l iab le  da ta  ex is t s  by which to rank Detroit ' s  

wards  by weal th  or o ccupa t ions .  The 1850 federa l  census  for Detroit 

w as  taken  in the  ag g rega te ,  and the manuscr ipt  l i s t ing  each individual 

gives  no indica tion  of w a rd s .  All the impress ion is t ic  evidence  I have 

seen  a l so  d iscou rages  me from making genera l iza t ions  about the economic 

charac te r  of the  w a rd s ,  except  to say  that  they were heterogenous in 

economic c l a s s e s  and occupat ions  and provide l i t t le  b a s i s  for making 

more p rec ise  in ferences  about c l a s s e s  or occupa t ions .

3. Rural Voting,  183 7-1852.

The ba lance  in the county a s  a whole between 1837 and 1852 was 

s imilar to the  ba lance  in Detroit .  From 1837 to 1840 the part ies  were 

evenly  b a lan ced .  After 1840 the Democrats rolled up large majori t ies 

in non-P res iden t ia l  years  which were much reduced  in years  of large 

tu rn o u t .
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TABLE 11

WAYNE COUNTY PARTY PERCENTAGES AND TURNOUT, 
ELECTIONS 1837-1852

Year Office Dem. Whig Lib. Turnout

1837 Govenor 4 9 .1 5 0 .9 4 ,0 6 4

1838 Congress 5 0 .1 4 9 .9 3 ,8 3 1

1839 Govenor 5 0 .2 4 0 .8 4 ,0 1 9

1840 President 4 9 .6 4 8 .8 .5 4 ,5 0 6

1841 Govenor 60 0 3 3 6 .6 3 .4 3 ,7 1 8

1842 State Senator 5 8 .7 3 7 .6 3 .6 3 ,4 8 0

1843. Govenor 5 5 .5 4 1 . 3 .4 3 ,8 1 8

1844 President 5 1 .8 4 4 .4 3 .6 5,2.74

1845 Govenor 5 0 .5 4 3 .5 5 .8 3 ,5 2 3

1848 Congress 5 3 .8 4 2 .6 3 .5 4 ,2 0 0

1847 Govenor 5 6 .4 4 0 .4 3. 3 ,6 1 7

1848 President 5 2 .7 4 0 .5 6 .6 6 ,2 7 2

1849 Govenor 5 8 .1 4 1 .9 4 ,0 5 6

1850 Congress 5 0 .7 4 9 .3 5 ,8 5 3

1851 Govenor 6 5 .5 3 4 .5 4 ,1 2 1

1852 President 5 5 .3 4 0 .2 4 .3 8 ,4 5 5
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The towns of Wayne County in the la te  183 0's  and early 1840's 

were  ru ra l ,  ag r icu l tu ra l ,  and predominantly made up of middle and lower 

c l a s s  fa rmers .  In 1840 the Democrats carr ied 9 towns ,  the Whigs 7: 

the  aggregate  Wayne vo te  exc lus ive  of Detroit was  Democratic 1,540 

and Whig 1,469 (51%-49%). In 1844 the Democrats and Whigs again  • 

car ried 9 and 7 tow ns ,  8  and 6 of them being towns they had carr ied 

in 1840. The Democratic aggregate  was 1,765 compared to the Whig 

and Liberty aggregate  of 1, 577.

The middle and lower c l a s s e s ,  urban and rura l ,  must have been 

so c lo se ly  divided tha t  a c l a s s  in te rpre ta tion of party d iv is ions  c o l lap 

s e s  when confronted by very simple considera t ions  regarding the s t ruc

ture  of soc ie ty  and the  e lec t ion  r e t u r n s .

4.  Urbanness  and r u r a l n e s s : 1840.

To determine the re la t ive  "urbanness"  or " rura lness"  of a town 

•in the  period around 1840 I consu l ted  John T .B lo is ' s  Michigan Gazeteer  

(1837), which noted the commercial  and industr ia l  development ( h e ,  , 

the  number of general  s to res  and saw mills)  in every v il lage  in the state,  

and the 1840 United Sta tes  C e n s u s , which gave incomplete data on the 

number of pe rsons  engaged in s ix  occupational groupings (by towns).

The number of persons  engaged ,  for example,  in 1) manufacturing and 

t rade  and 2 ) learned profess ions  and engineering provided measures  for 

compar ing towns (See Table 12) which I supplemented with the information
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TABLE 12

NUMBER OF PERSONS ENGAGED IN MANUFACTURING, TRADE 
LEARNED PROFESSIONS AND ENGINEERING,

WAYNE COUNTY TOWNS, 1840

Manufacturing, Trade Learned Professions , Engineers

Plymouth 160 Plymouth 15

Livonia 46 Springwells 14

Dearborn 40 Hamtramck 9

Nankin 34 Browns town 7

Hamtramck 19 Livonia 7

Canton 16 Dearborn 5

Springwells 14 Nankin 3

Ecorse 9 Canton 2

Van Buren 7 Ecorse 2

Huron 2 Huron --

Romulus 1 Romulus --

Sumpter Sumpter

No information given for Greenfield, Monguagon, and Redfordo 
Blois and other sources indicate that these towns did have some manu 
facturing and trade, as did Brownstowm.
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from Blois and other im press ion is t ic  sou rces .  After assembl ing  a ll  the 

data  I decided  tha t  Plymouth was  by far the l e a s t  rural  of the tow ns ,  

and tha t  Dearborn ,  Spr ingwells ,  Livonia,  Hamtramck, and Nankin were 

a l so  " l e a s t  rural" to about the  same degree .  Plymouth and Livonia were 

W hig ,  then Whig-Liberty  towns; Springwells was  Whig, and the other 

three  were  Democratic (all to the  extent of about  60% in party strength).  

The "most rural" were Sumpter, Romulus, Huron, Van Buren, and Ecorse .  

Sumpter w as  s l ight ly  Whig ,  Ecorse u n c l a s s i f i a b l e , and the other three 

Democratic  from about 55-60 pe rcen t .  Although the b a se s  for any con

c lu s io n s  are  c rude ,  there  was no re la t ionsh ip  tha t  I could see  between 

degrees  of " ru ra lness"  or "urbanness"  and party st rength .  The Wayne 

d a t a ,  l imited as  it i s ,  p resen ts  a number of towns strikingly similar in 

u rb a n n e s s ,  r u r a ln e s s ,  and soc io-econom ic  s t ruc ture ,  ye t  of different 

po l i t ica l  lo y a l t i e s .

5-. Urbanness  and ru ra lnes s :  1850.

What was  true  around 1840 was  more c lear ly  demonst rated  by the 

da ta  for 1850. My tabu la t ion  of the  occupations  of potentia l  vo ters  in 

each  town in 1850 provided percen tages  of two major occupational groups: 

Farm and Urban. I a s sum e  that  the  proportion of po tentia l  vote rs  engaged 

in Farm occupa t ions  (e.cu , farmers and farm labore rs ,  drovers) provides 

a r e la t ive  measure  of ru ra lness  and the percent of a tow n 's  potentia l  

vo te rs  engaged in non-farm or "Urban" occupations  provides a re la t ive
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measure  of u rbanness  ( e . g . ,  sk il led  w orke rs , i n n k e e p e r s ,  merchants,  

brick yard laborers) .  Thus,  Sumpter was  the "most r u r a l1' town with 

68 percent of i t s  potentia l  voters  engaged in urban o c c u p a t io n s . When 

the most  urban and most rural  towns are ranked and the ir  majority par ty 's  

average  s trength  compared (Table 13), there  appears  to be no re la t ionsh ip  

between urbanness  and ru ra lness  and party s trength .

TABLE 13

PERCENT OF FARM OCCUPATIONS AND PARTY STRENGTH,
1 8 4 8 -1 8 5 2 , AND PER CENT OF URBAN OCCUPATIONS 

AND PARTY STRENGTH, 1848-1852

M ost R u ra l  
Towns

% Engaged in  
R u ra l  O c c p ts , P a r ty  %

M ost U rban 
Towns

70 Engaged in  
U rban  O c c p ts . P a r ty  %

S um pter 91 Whig 53 S p r in g w e lls 68 Dem. 53

T a y lo r 88 Whig 64 Monguagon 51 Dem. 60

Rom ulus 85 Dem. 66 P lym outh 48 W-FS 62

G r e e n f ie ld 84 Dem. 66 Hamtramck 44 Dem. 70

H uron 84 Dem. 54 B row nstow n 29 Whig 59
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The four "most urban" to w ns ,  Spr ingwells ,  Monguagon, Ply

mouth,  and Hamtramck, on c lose r  inspec t ion  I found to differ in one

important r e s p e c t .  All had ,  according to the federal  census  of 1850

6 7and the s ta te  census  of 18 54, re la t ive ly  large numbers of "hands" 

or persons  employed in manufactor ies or indus try ,  e spec ia l ly  Spring

w e l l s ,  Hamtramck, and Plymouth. Plymouth,  however,  differed s ig 

nif icant ly  in the  kinds of industry  giving employment.  Plymouth's 

"hands"  worked mostly  in manufacturing indus t r ies :  in small  fac to r ies  

making furniture ,  s a s h e s ,  b l in d s ,  to o l s ,  s h o e s ,  and other f in ished 

produc ts ,  whi le  the  "hands"  of Hamtramck and Springwells worked 

mainly in br ickyards  and saw m il l s ,  indus tr ies  requiring l i t t le  skil led 

labor.  In Plymouth a na scen t  factory  system exis ted  in i ts  small 

manufactur ing v i l l a g e s  of Plymouth and Northvi l le,  but the  same 

could  not be said  of the  other t o w n s . The others were Democratic 

or D em ocra t ic - tend ing  towns while  Plymouth was  a Whig-Free  Soil 

s tronghold .  In 1850, a l s o ,  190 skil led  workers were among Plymouth's 

po ten t ia l  v o t e r s ,  amounting to 3 0 .7  percent of tha t  group. The g rea tes t  

number of sk i l led  workers  in any other town in Wayne was  69 in Ham

tramck (17.7%), and the g rea tes t  percentage  of ski l led workers among

6  7C ensus  of the  State of M i c h i g a n , 1854 (Lansing, 1854). United 
Sta tes  C ensus  of State of Michigan . Schedule of Social  S ta t i s t i c s ,  
1850, Michigan H is to r ica l  Commission Archives,  Lansing.
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the  po ten t ia l  vote rs  in any other town was  22 .9  in Monguagon. (See 

Appendix B, Table 3).

6 . "Banner" Towns of W ash tenaw ,O ak land ,  and H i l l sda le  Counties:  
Urbarmess  and Rura lness .

Examination of the s trongest  Democratic and s tronges t  Whig or 

Whig-Free  Soil and s t rongest  Free Soil towns (where present)  in W as h 

te n aw ,  Oakland , and H i l l sda le  co u n t ie s ,  a l l  in eas te rn  Mich igan ,  cor

roborated the Wayne findings  as  to the lack  of re la t ionsh ip  between

68" ru ra lness"  and party s trength  (1848-1852). All of the "banner" towns 

in the  th ree  c o u n t i e s ,  with  one excep t ion  were  overwhelmingly rural  and 

d iverged t remendously  in the ir  party loya l t ie s  (Table 14 ).

Overwhelmingly Whig Wheatland township in H i l lsda le  and Spring

fie ld  township  in Oakland were  a s  rural a s  any of the Democratic banner

The party s trength  of the  banner towns was  computed on the 
b a s i s  of ava i l ab le  re tu rns  from 1844 to 1852: O akland : 1844 President,  
1845 Governor,  1847 Governor,  1850 C ongress ,  and 1852 President;  
W a s h te n a w : 1848 P res iden t ,  1849 Governor, 1850 C ongress ,  and 1852 
Pres ident;  H i l l sd a le: 1848 Pres ident ,  1851 Governor,  and 1852 President.

Sources:  Oakland: Oakland G a z e t t e , November 27,  1844, p . 3; 
November 19, 1845, p .  2; December 25, 1847, p.  1; December 7, 1850, 
p . 2,; December 4 ,  1852, p.  2; majorit ies for 1848 in Free Press , November 
9,  1848, p .  2.  W ash tenaw :  Ann Arbor Michigan Argus , November 20,  
1844, p .  2; Ann Arbor True D em o cra t , November 23,  1848, p .  3; Michigan 
Argus,  November 21, 1849, p .  2; December 3,  1851, p .  2; November 17, 
1852 , p .  2.  H i l lsda le :  H i l l sda le  G a z e t t e , November 23,  1848 , p .  3; 
H i l l sda le  S tan d a rd , November 18, 1851, p .  2; November 16, 1852 , p .  2.
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TABLE 14

RURALNESS AND PARTY IN BANNER TOWNS OF OAKLAND, 
WASHTENAW, AND HILLSDALE COUNTIES.1

Democratic Towns %, Engaged Rural 
Occupations

(Washtenaw)
Freedom (67%) 9 6 .3
Northfield (67%) 9 1 .7

(Oakland)
Addison (77%) 8 3 .9
Holly (69%) 8 2 .9

(Hillsdale)
Wright (68%) 9 6 .9
Camden (63%) 8 7 .8

Whig Towns

(W ashtenaw )
Pittsfield (68%) 8 1 .5
Lima (63%) 8 7 .8

(Oakland)
Springfield (68%) 9 0 .4
Milford (62%) 5 6 .6

(Hillsdale)
Wheatland (73%) 8 8 .4
Scipio (66%) 81

^■Ruralness i s  b a se d  on th e  p e r  c e n t  o f  r u r a l  o c c u p a t io n s  among 
p o t e n t i a l  v o t e r s  i n  1850 . F or e l e c t i o n s  u se d  to  d e te rm in e  p a r ty  
s t r e n g t h  s e e  n o te  14 .
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t o w n s , as  was  Free Soil Salem township  in W ash tenaw .  The exception 

was  Whig Milford in Oakland County,  and Milford p resen ts  a str iking 

p a ra l le l  to Plymouth in Wayne C o u n ty . It was the l e a s t  rural of any of 

the  banner towns in the three  counties  (56.6%) and had a re la tive ly  

large number of sk il led  w orkers ,  78,  or 24 .6  percent of i t s  to ta l  po ten

t i a l  v o te r s .  Holly ,  the  l e a s t  rural  of the Democratic tow ns ,  had 2 6 

sk i l led  workers ,  11 percent  of the  potentia l  v o te r s .  Although Milford

w as  most ag r icu l tu ra l ,  i t s  v i l l ag e s  had "important" manufacturing in -

69te r e s t s  in 1850, including  gris t  and woolens  m i l l s .  Milford led all

other banner towns in the  three  count ies  and all  towns in Oakland

70County in 1850 in value  of non-agr icu l tura l  p roducts .

The c a s e s  of Plymouth and Milford are s ignif icant in tha t  they 

are  in agreement with  Benson 's  f indings for "manufacturing towns" in 

New York s ta t e  in the 1840's.  Benson found that  "although a 'manu

fac turing town' w as  not the  top Democrat ic  town in any county ,  such 

towns reg is te red  the low es t  Democrat ic  pe rcen tages  in Columbia ,  Es

s e x ,  Fulton,  Montgomery and O range ,"  He reasoned  that  th e s e  towns 

supported the  Whigs b e ca u s e  the Whigs favored a tariff  and vote rs  

" a s s o c ia te d  with the t e x t i l e ,  iron,  and other indus t r ies  af fec ted  by

69 Samuel W. D uran t , Flistorv of Oakland County,  Michigan 
(Philadelphia:  H. H. Everts and Co . ,  1877), pp .  221-28. After 1856 
manufactur ing d e c l i n e d .

^ S ta t i s t i c s  of Michigan from t h e  C e n s u s  of 1850 (Lansing,
1851).



www.manaraa.com

134

foreign compet it ion"  were  able  to perceive  a re la t ionsh ip  between

government ac t ion  on the tari ff ,  party po l icy ,  and their  materia l  

71
i n t e r e s t s .  Benson s examination of "deviant" manufacturing towns,  

i_.e_. , those  which  unlike most of the ir  kind voted Democratic ,  led 

him to cons ider  other v a r iab les  a s  having more weight in those  case 's .

For example ,  manufacturing Phil l ipstown in Putnam County voted Demo

cra t ic  in 1844 (73.9%), but differed from Whig manufacturing towns in 

e thnocul tu ra l  and re l ig ious  group composi t ion.  Its  inhabi tan ts  were 

mainly "Yorkers" and Irish C a th o l i c s ,  groups which "Irrespective  of 

c l a s s  . . . tended to vote  Democratic  (although not to the  same d e 

g r e e ) . " Benson thus  concluded tha t  "par ticular ly  in the ab sen ce  of 

severe  economic d e p re s s io n ,  party loyalty and ethnic  or re lig ious  

p re s su re s  in fluence  voters  more powerfully than membership in ta r if f -

or iented occupa t iona l  groups or in any other kind of p o l i t i c a l l y - s e n s i -

72t ive  occupa t iona l  g roup ."

As I shal l  show la te r ,  the  p re sence  in Plymouth and Milford of 

re l ig ious  and ethnocul tu ra l  groups which tended  to vo te  Whig and Free 

Soil probably had more to do with the towns’ Whig d i spos i t ion  than the 

t a r i f f - c o n s c io u s n e s s  of sk i l led  workers .

71Benson,  Concept of Tacksonian Democracy,  pp.  161-62. "The 
es t im a te  cannot be ver if ied  a t  p re sen t ,  but the  assumption  seems r e a s o n 
able  tha t  in manufacturing towns the Whig vote  among men ac tua l ly  en 
gaged in ta r i f f -o r ien ted  indus t r ies  was  much higher than among the r e 
mainder of the  e lec to ra te .  "

7^Ibid . , p.  163.



www.manaraa.com

135

7. C la ss  and Party: The Occupat ion-S ta tus  Rankings and Party.

The 18 b a s ic  occupat iona l  groups provide a rough measure of

c l a s s  or soc io-econom ic  s ta tus  when combined in various  groupings.  

It wi l l  be convenient to l i s t  and number the occupations  here to pro

v ide  a ready key to the groupings to be u sed .

A . Farm
1. Farm laborers
2. T e n a n t s , ren te rs

(Farm owners)

3. of Farms worth up to $500
4. of Farms $501-1000
5. of Farms $1001-3000
6 . of Farms $30001-5000
7. of Farms $5001-9999
8 . of Farms $10,000 and up

B. Urban

(Blue Collar and Service)

1. Unski l led
2. Semi-sk i l led
3. Skil led
4. Service

(White Collar)

5. Sales
6 . C le r ica l ,  Agents
7. M an ag e rs ,  Officia ls
8 . Proprietors I
9. Proprietors II

10. Profess iona ls

Farm Laborers and Tenants .

In no town did farm laborers  or tenan ts  toge ther amount to 50 

percent  or more of the  p o te n t i a l  v o te r s ,  so that  in fe rences  may not be
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made on the b a s i s  of c lus te r ings  of these  groups in individual t o w n s . 

How ever , the towns of Wayne may be ranked according to the percent 

of th e se  groups ,  separa te ly  and toge ther ,  and the corresponding va r i 

a tion in Democratic  s trength can then be observed to see  if there was 

a p o s s ib le  corre la tion between th e se  groups and Democratic st rength ,  

a s  so many wri te rs  have sug g es ted .  Democratic st rength is compared 

with  the percent of tenan ts  among the potentia l  voters  in Table 15, with 

percent of farm laborers  in Table 16, and with  tenan ts  and farm laborers 

in Table 17. Without express ing  the s t a t i s t i c a l  re la t ionsh ip  between 

the  v a r iab les  involved in each  c a s e ,  simple observation shows that  there 

is  no constan t  re la t ionsh ip  between the percent of th e se  c l a s s e s  and Demo

cra t ic  s t reng th .  (Simple his tograms on graph paper a l so  sugges t  a lack 

of cor re la t ion ,  showing a sca t te red  pa t te rn . )  Table 17 does  show a group 

of Democratic  towns c lus te red  near  the top ,  but Ecorse ,  with the g rea tes t  

percent of farm laborers  and tenan t s  (33), was  low in Democratic strength 

(49).

8 . Rural Lower C l a s s e s .

It seems rea sonab le  to assum e tha t  farm laborers  and t e n a n t s ,  and 

unsk i l led  and s em i - sk i l l ed  workers  in the towns (Farm 1-2,  Urban 1-2.) 

rep resen ted  the  rural  lower c l a s s e s .  Cer ta inly  their  re la t ive  w ea l th ,  or 

lack  of w e a l th ,  was  roughly the same, a lthough farm laborers  who were



www.manaraa.com

137

TABLE 15

TENANCY (% OF POTENTIAL VOTERS) 1850 AND DEMOCRATIC
STRENGTH IN WAYNE COUNTY TOWNS

Tenancy Democratic %

Redford 21 66

Ecorse 21 49

Grosse Pointe 19 80

Greenfield 19 62

Monguagon 18 60

Dearborn 15 60

Huron 15 54

Plymouth 11 38

Hamtramck 10 70

Browns town 9 41

Canton 9 64

Livonia 9 39

Springwells 8 53

Van Buren 7 60

Nankin 6 56

Taylow 3 37

Sumpter 2 47

Romulus 60
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TABLE 16

FARM LABORERS, 1850, AND DEMOCRATIC STRENGTH, WAYNE COUNTY

7o P o t e n t i a l  V t r s .  Dem. Avg0 
Fm-Labs

Hamtramck 16 70

Grosse Pointe 14 80

Browstown 13 41

Ecorse 12 49

Greenfield 12 62

Van Buren 11 60

Monguagon 10 60

Springwells 10 53

Huron 9 54

Nankin 7 56

Redford 7 60

Dearborn 6 60

Romulus 5 60

Canton 5 64

Sumpter 4 47

Livonia 4 39

Plymouth 2 38

Taylor 2 37
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TABLE 17

FARM LABORERS AND TENANTS, 1 8 5 0 , AND DEMOCRATIC
STRENGTH, WAYNE COUNTY

%
Farm 1 -2  Dem„ Avg*

Ecorse 33 49

Grosse Pointe 29 80

Greenfield 29 62

Monguagon 29 60

Red ford. 28 66

Hamtrack 26 70

Huron 24 54

Dearborn 22 60

Brownstown 21 41

Springwells 18 53

Van Buren 18 60

Canton 14 64

Nankin 13 56

Plymouth 13 38

Livonia 12 39

Sumpter 6 47

Romulus 5 60

Taylor 5 37
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re la t iv e s  (sons,, for example,  of a prosperous farmer) probably enjoyed 

a different s t a tu s .

Ta.ble 18 ranks the towns according to the percent  of Farm 1-2 

and Urban 1-2: there  appears  to be no strong corre la tion with  Demo

c ra t ic  s t rength .  One town,  Spr ingwells,  ac tua l ly  had a lmost  60 percent 

of i ts  po tentia l  vote rs  in th e se  c l a s s e s ,  ye t  i t s  Democratic st rength 

w as  only 53 percent (although it was growing).

When the next lowest farm c l a s s e s  are  added to Farm 1-2 and 

Urban 1-2,  some s ignif icant b a se s  for making in ferences  begin to a p 

pear .

Table 19 ranks  the towns according to the percent of Farm 1-3 

and Urban 1-2 . Nine towns with from about 50 to 64 percent of the se  

c l a s s e s  among their  po tentia l  vo ters  were sharply divided in the ir  party 

l o y a l t i e s .  The four towns with from 55-64 percent of the rural  lower 

c l a s s e s  among their  potent ia l  vote rs  were none of them strong Democratic 

towns and one 'was a weak Wrhig-Free Soil town. The two "most upper" 

c l a s s  towns on Table 19 were both Whig-Free  Soil s t rongholds ,  Plymouth 

and Livonia ,  but Canton was  jus t  about a s  "upper" c l a s s  as  Livonia,  and 

i t s  Democratic s trength  was  a smacking 64 percen t .  Indeed, 73 percent 

of Can ton 's  poten tia l  vo te rs  were  in c l a s s e s  above Farm 1-3 and Urban 1-2.

The c oeff ic ient of corre la tion for percent Farm 1-3,  Urban 1-2 and 

Democratic  s t reng th ,  computed with  a formula using Spearman's x./ v;as 

. 02.  Thus,  there was  no corre la tion  in Wayne County between the percent
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TABLE 18

PER CENT FARM 1 -2  AND URBAN 1 -2  OF POTENTIAL VOTERS AND
DEMOCRATIC STRENGTH, 1 8 4 8 -1 8 5 0 , WAYNE COUNTY

, _  ,

Fm .1 -2
U r .1 -2  Dem. Avg.

Springvells 57 53

Monguagon 47 60

Hamtramck 44 70

Ecorse 36 49

Grosse Pointe 34 80

Greenfield 33 62

Brownstown 29 41

Dearborn 28 60

Redford 28 66

Huron 25 54

Van Buren 19 60

Phymouth 17 38

Nankin 15 56

Canton 15 64

Livonia 15 39

Taylor 7 37

Sumpter 6 47

Romulus 6 60
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TABLE 19

PER CENT FARM 1 -3  AND URBAN 1 - 2 ,  1 8 5 0 , AND DEMOCRATIC
STRENGTH, 1 8 4 8 -1 8 5 2 , WAYNE COUNTY

%

Fm 1-3  Dem0 Avg.
Ur 1 -2

1 . S p r in g w e lls 64 53

2 0 E c o rs e 60 49

3 . H uron 56 54

4o S um pter 55 47

5 . Hamtramck 54 70

6 0 G r e e n f ie ld 53 62

7 . M onguagon 52 60

8o Romulus 50 60

9 . B row nstow n 49 41

10 o T a y lo r 48 37.

1 1 . G ro sse  P o in te 47 80

1 2 c D e a rb ro n 41 60

13c R ed fo rd 39 66

14 c Van B uren 36 60

1 5 . N an k in 33 56

1 6 0 C anton 27 64

1 7 . P lym outh 26 39

b-4 00 o L iv o n ia 20 38
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of rural lower c l a s s e s  in a town in 1850 and the town’s tendency to 

v o te ,  or not to vo te ,  Democratic .  (See Appendix C for how the cor

relation,  coeff ic ien t was  computed.)

When Farmers 4 ,  owning farms worth from $501-1000 were added 

to Farm 1-3 and Urban 1-2 , it became apparent that  the  overwhelming 

majority of the poten tia l  vo te rs  in a l l  the towns were included in these  

rural  lower c l a s s e s .  Fifteen towns had 50 percent or more of their  po

t e n t i a l  vote rs  in the se  c l a s s e s  (Table 2 0), 13 over 60 pe rcen t ,  5 over 

70 p e rcen t ,  and 1 over 80 percen t .  The w e ak e s t  Democratic towns in 

the county were  both at  the  top and bottom of the t a b l e , _i_.e.. , had both 

the g rea tes t  percent of rural  lower c l a s s e s  and the l e a s t  percent (Ply

mouth 24) among their  poten t ia l  vo te rs .

The coeff ic ien t  of corre la tion for percent Farm 1-4, Urban 1-2 

and Democratic  s trength  was  n ega t ive ,  and very low, - . 1 7 ,  indicat ing 

no re la t ionsh ip  between th e se  rural  c l a s s e s '  p resence  and Democratic 

or an t i -D em ocra t ic  s t reng th .  (See Appendix C for computation of the 

corre la tion  coef f ic ien t . )

If the  towns are ranked according to Farm 1-4 and Urban 1-4, 

( including sk il led  and serv ice  workers ) ,  there  st i l l  is  no apparent cor

re la t ion  between the lower c l a s s e s  and Democratic s t rength .  (Table 

20).. No matter how the var ious  occupational groups are combined or 

rea r ranged ,  it is difficult  to d iscover  any re la t ionsh ip  be tween occu

pa t ion ,  c l a s s ,  and par ty loya l ty .
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TABLE 20

PER CENT FARM 1 -4  AMD URBAN 1 - 2 ,  1 8 5 0 , AND DEMOCRATIC
STRENGTH, 1 8 4 8 -1 8 5 2 , WAYNE COUNTY

%
Fm 1 -4  
Ur 1 -2 Dem„ Avg.

lo S um pter 82 47

2 0 T a y lo r 78 37

3 . E c o rs e 77 49

4o Romulus 73 60

5 0 H uron 71 54

6 . G r e e n f ie ld 69 62

7 . S p r in g w e l ls 67 53

8 0 G ro sse  P o in te 65 80

9o Browns town 64 41

10 o Hamtram ck 60 70

1 1 . D e a rb o rn 59 60

0CMtH Van B u ren 57 60

13 o Monguagon 56 60

1 4 . N an k in 53 56

1 5 . R e d fo rd 51 66

1 6 0 L iv o n ia 40 39

1 7 . C an to n 40 64

f—
*

00 O P lym ou th 24 38
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Since the towns were voting in 1850-1852 very much as  they had 

voted before 1848, and s ince  their  economic growth had been fairly even 

and no great  d i fferences  ex is ted  between the ir  socio-economic  charac ter 

in 1840 and 1850, I assume that  there was  no re la t ionship  between e c o 

nomic c l a s s  and party loyalty  from 1837-1848 in the towns of Wayne County.  

This assumption  is supported by ear l ier  examination of the  aggregate  vote 

in Wayne County and Detroit from 1837-1852.

9 . Small Farmers .

One of the  Ten Commandments of American his tory has  been (and 

was  until  r e cen t ly ,  unchallenged) tha t  smal l ,  independent farmers were 

the backbone  of the Democratic Party,  vir tually  anytime, anywhere .  Does 

any even p ass ing  student of American his tory  need to be referred to the 

coun t le ss  textbooks and secondary  works which make such an a sse r t ion  

for the  an te -be l lum  period?  In Wayne County,  Michigan,  1837-1852, the 

smal l ,  independent farmer w as  equally or more devoted to the Whig Party 

as  he was  to the  Democratic Party.

In three towns farm owners with farms worth $1000 or under con

s t i tu ted  the overwhelming majority of the potent ia l  v o t e r s . They were 

76 percent  of the potentia l  e lec tora te  in Sumpter, 71 percent  in Taylor, 

and 67 percent in Romulus. Sumpter, Taylor,  and Romulus were remark

ably a like  in their  socio-economic  s truc tu re .  None had very many farm 

laborers  or tenan ts ;  Romulus had no tenan ts  at a l l .  Since there were no
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large farms in th e se  towns., men who owned farms worth unde r , say ,

$500, were far l e s s  l ikely  to be t e n an t s ,  as was the c a se  with men 

in other towns who probably owned land but worked it on the side  

while  their  main employment was  on some large farm as  laborer or 

tenan t .  No one in the three towns owned a farm worth more than 

$3000. All three of the towns were in southwestern  Wayne on the 

fla t  lands  a s t r ide  the  s luggish  Huron River.

Sumpter had a five y ea r  (1848-1852) Whig-Free  Soil average 

of 53 percen t .  Taylor was  the  s t rongest  Whig town in the county with 

a 63 percent ave rage .  And Romulus was  a Democratic town with a 60 

percent Democratic average .  The smal l ,  independent  farmer in those 

th ree  tow ns ,  th en ,  w as  sharply divided in his po li t ica l  loya l t ies  and 

if he tended  toward any party it was  the Whig.

Three towns had signif icant but not majority pe rcen tages  of 

small  farmers in their  potent ia l  e lec to ra te s :  Huron, 47 percent;  Ecorse,

41 percent;  and Van Buren, 39 pe rcen t .  Ecorse ,  Huron, and Van Buren 

were  a l so  in the same part of the county; the ir  percen tages  of Farm 1-4 

were  very h igh .  Ecorse was  divided in party loyalty;  Huron was  Demo

cra t ic  by only 54 percent;  and Van Buren was  strongly Democratic (60%).

10. Middle and Upper Middle C la s s  Farmers.

Democratic  Canton and Whig-Free  Soil Plymouth and Livonia con

s i s ten t ly  ranked ,  in the foregoing t a b l e s ,  a s  the most upper tow ns .  They
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had comparat ively large proportions of prosperous middle c l a s s  farmers 

among their  po tentia l  e l e c t o r a t e s , and Plymouth had a large group of 

m id d le 'c la s s  sk il led  laborers .  Canton is  the b e s t  example in Wayne 

County of a town that  was  very prosperous;  predominantly m id d le -c la ss  

and Democrat ic .  Farmers owning farms worth $1001-3000 consti tu ted  

36 percent of i ts  po tentia l  e lec to ra te ,  compared to 31 percent in Livonia, 

and 17 percent in Plymouth.  In Canton about 9 percent  of the potentia l  

vo te rs  owned farms worth over $3 ,000 ,  compared to 8 percent in Livonia, 

and 17 percent in Plymouth.  Could i t  have been poss ib le  that  Canton 's  

prosperous farmers were  so lid ly  Whig,  or to put it another  way ,  tha t  the 

lower c l a s s e s  were solidly Democratic and only about a third of the upper 

c l a s s e s  were Democratic whi le  about two- th i rds  of the  upper c l a s s e s  were 

Whig-Free  Soil .  Given the data p resen ted  so far th is  was  poss ib le  although 

not l ike ly .  But it w as  not the c a s e .  I checked on the  property ownership 

in 1850 of individual  Democrats in Canton: men who were party leaders  

around 1840 (delegates  to county conventions)  and men who were e lec ted  

to township  offices year  after  year .  All of them owned farms worth $1000 

or— u su a l ly — more.  Archibald Y. Murray,  a Democratic county leader and 

Supervisor of Canton in 183 6 , 1837, 1841, 1844, and 1852 , owned more rea l  

e s t a t e  than any other man in town in 18 50: $18,750 worth.  David D. Cady, 

Democrat  and Supervisor in 1846, 1853, 1854, and 1855, owned rea l  e s ta te  

in 18 50 valued at  $4800. These men were among the original  se t t le r s  of 

the  town, l ike the Kinyon, S tevens ,  and Andrews fam i l ie s ,  who were a lso
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Democratic .  They prospered quickly ,  s tayed in Canton, and were good

73Democrats .  They were mostly from New York s ta t e .

11. Oakland County Banner-Towns: C la s s e s  and Par t ies .

I tabu la ted  o ccu p a t io n a l - s ta tu s  c l a s s e s  for only the banner towns 

of the  th ree  counties  other than Wayne. (See p .  131:). The top Demo

c ra t ic  towns in Oakland were Addison (77%) and Holly (69%); the lowest  

Democratic  towns were  Whig Springfield (6 8 %) and Whig-Free Soil Mil

ford (62%). These towns of very different poli t ica l  loya l t ies  had very 

similar soc io-econom ic  s t ruc tu res .  Three (Addison, Holly ,  and Spring

field) were in the northern,  l e s s  dense ly  populated half of the county .

All 3ay on generally  open , roll ing land ,  heavily  sprinkled with l a k e s .  

Milford,  in southweste rn  Oakland, was  somewhat more s e t t l ed ,  more 

c u l t iv a ted ,  and more productive in 1850, in agriculture  a s  well  as  in

manufactur ing.  Milford' s  greater prosperity in 1850 was  partly due to

74it s  having been se t t led  ear l ier  than the more northerly towns .

When the towns are compared by percent of: tenan ts ;  Farm 1-3,  

Urban 1-2; and Farm 1-4,  Urban 1-2,  (or other combinations) as  in Table

73 United Sta tes  C ensus  of State of Michigan,  Population Sched
u le ,  Microfilm. Party de lega te s  l i s ted  in Free Press , November 1, 1836, 
p .  2; October 14, 1837, p .  2; June 16, 1840, p .  2.  Town off ic ia ls  in Silas 
Farmer,  History of D e t r o i t , II ,  1255-57.

74 Michigan S t a t i s t i c s , 1850, pp.  116-17, 120-21. Fuller,  Economic 
and Social  Beginnings of M ic h ig a n , pp.  210-14, 218-19.
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21 sugges ts  tha t  there  was  no re la tionship  in Oakland County between 

the  proportion of rural  lower c l a s s e s  and Democratic or an ti -Democratic  

s t rength .

TABLE 21

PER CENT FARM 1 -4  AND URBAN 1 -4 ,  1850 , AND DEMOCRATIC 
STRENGTH, 1 8 4 8 -1 8 5 2 ,' WAYNE COUNTY

%
Fm 1 -4  
Ur 1 -4 Dem. Avg.

lo S um pter 91 47

2 . T a y lo r 86 37

3 . S p r in g w e l ls 86 53

4 . E c o rs e 85 49

5 . Romulus 85 60

6 . H uron 82 54

7 . B row nstow n 81 41

8 . M onguagon 80 60

9o Hamtram ck 78 70

1 0 . G r e e n f ie ld 78 62

l i e D e a rb o rn 74 60

1 2 . G ro sse  P o in ta 72 * 80

1 3 . Van B uren 70 60

• •i—1 R ed fo rd 65 66

1 5 . N ankin 63 56

1 6 . P ly m o u th 55 38

1 7 . L iv o n ia 55 39

1 8 . C an to n 51 64
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12. W ash tenaw Banner Towns: C la s s e s  and Parties .

The Democratic Banner towns of Washtenaw were Freedom and 

Northfield ,  both with  Democratic averages  of 67 percent (see p.  131). 

The Whig banner towns were  Pit tsf ield  (6 8 %) and Lima (63%). I a l so  

tabu la ted  the  occupat ions  of Salem as  a Free Soil town, b ecau se  it . 

gave 40.1 percent of i ts  to ta l  vote  to the Free Soil Party in 1848 and 

31.3 percent  to Hale in 1852, leading the many Free Soil -tending towns 

of W ashtenaw in Free Soil percen tage  both y e a r s .

All of the towns had about the  same proportion of tenan ts  and 

farm laborers  among their  potentia l  voters  (Table 22).  The Washtenaw 

banner  to w n s ,  e sp e c ia l ly  Whig Lima and Free Soil Salem compare very 

favorably with ’’upper c l a s s "  Wayne County towns in the small  propor

t ion of rural  lower c l a s s e s  among their  poten t ia l  v o te r s .  Freedom was 

the  one markedly lower c l a s s  town with a s ignif icant proportion of small 

farmers among its  poten t ia l  e lec to ra te ,  a l though not at  a l l  to the  same 

degree  a s  the  Wayne towns of Sumpter, Taylor,  and Romulus.  Never

t h e l e s s ,  it was  a comparatively  poor town of small  farmers and a 

strongly Democrat ic  town. Freedom w as  mos tly  inhabited by German 

Lutheran farmers who had se t t led  there  not too long before 1850 and they 

were  not des t ined  to remain re la t ive ly  un p ro sp e ro u s . They were hard 

working and upwardly mobile .  German Lutherans ,  a s  wil l  be shown, in 

the  ci ty or on the farm, were  a strongly Democratic group.
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TABLE 22

WASHTENAW BANNER TOWNS,•1 8 4 8 -1 8 5 2 , AND 
RURAL LOWER CLASSES, 1850

Dem0
Freedom

Towns
N o r th f ie ld

Whig Towns 
P i t t s f i e l d  Lima

F S 
Salem

T e n a n ts ,  Farm  L a b s c 2 8 .3 2 5 .4 3 2 .6 2 3 .9 2 1 .5

Fm 1 -3 ,  Ur 1 -2 4 1 .2 4 2 .2 3 8 .9 2 9 .3 2 7 .1

Fm 1 -4 ,  U r 1 -2 7 4 .7 5 7 .8 4 8 .9 4 1 .4 3 7 .2

Fm 1 -3 ,  Ur 1 -4 4 4 .5 3 9 .5 4 7 .6 3 5 .5 3 8 .2

Farm  Owners u n d e r  
$ 1 ,0 0 0 46« 6 3 0 .1 1 3 .3 1 6 .7 1 4 .4

Farm  Owners o v e r  
$ 1 ,0 0 0 2 1 .3 3 1 .5 3 5 .2 4 6 .7 4 8 .5

13. H i l lsda le  Banner Towns: C l a s s e s  and Par t i es .

On the b a s i s  of ra ther l imited e lc t ion  re turns  I se lec ted  five 

banner towns in H i l l sda le  County for the  1848-1852 period (see note 

14) ,  and used  the to w n s ’ party vo te s  in 1852 for purposes  of compari

son .  The Democratic  s trongholds  were  Camden (68.2%) and Wright 

(62.6%), and the Whig-Free  Soil strongholds  were Wheatland (73%) 

and Scipio (65.7%). Both W heatland  and Scipio c a s t  solid Whig 

major i t ies  in the  two-par ty  year  of 1851. Li tchf ie ld ,  while  cons i s ten t ly  

an t i -D e m o cra t i c ,  I c l a s s e d  a s  the Free Soil banner  town becau se  it led
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H i l l s d a le ' s  towns in 1852 in Free Soil percentage with  34 .5  and led in 

1848 with  a Free Soil plura li ty of 46 .5  pe rcen t .

TABLE 23

HILLSDALE BAMER TOWNS, 1 8 4 8 -1 8 5 2 ,
AND RURAL LOWER CLASSES, 1850

Dem,
Camden

•

W rig h t
Whig 

W h e a tlan d  S c ip io
F S 

L i t c h f i e l d

T e n e n ts 5 .6 1 1 .4 1 1 .2 1 4 .2 ' 1 4 .5

Fm 1 -2 ,  Ur 1 -2 1 0 .4 1 2 .8 1 3 .3 2 0 .3 1 6 .4

Fm 1 - 3 ,  Ur 1 -2 4 8 .6 5 5 .5 4 3 .4 34 30

Fm 1 - 4 ,  U r 1=2 7 4 .6 7 9 .1 7 0 .5 51 50

Fm 1 -3 ,  U r 1 -4 5 6 .7 5 6 .9 4 9 .8 4 7 .7 4 3 .3

Fm 1 -4 ,  U r 1 -4 8 2 .7 8 0 .5 7 6 .9 6 4 .7 6 4 .3

Farm  Owners u n d e r
.$ 1 ,0 0 0 6 4 .2 6 6 .3 4 7 .2 3 0 .7 3 3 .6

Table 23 shows that  H i l l s d a le ' s  Whig and Free Soil towns tended to be 

l e s s  lower c l a s s  than the  Democratic to w n s .  Camden and Wright added too 

preponderantly  small  farmer towns to the Democratic r a n k s . Yet overwhelm

ingly Whig Wheatland w as  about a s  lower c l a s s  a s  Camden and Wright , and it 

conta ined  a heav ie r  concentra t ion  of small  farmers (47.2) than  did the Demo

c ra t ic  towns of W as ten aw ,  Freedom (46.4) and Northfield (30.1).
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If a l l  the  banner towns of the th ree  count ies  are  ranked according 

to  pe rcen t ,  Farm 1-3 and Urban 1-2 and compared with  Democratic strength 

(Table 24), an  o ve r -a l l  view of the  lack of re la t ionsh ip  be tween party 

s trength and the rura l  lower c l a s s e s  emerges .

TABLE 24

PER CENT FARM 1°3 AND URBAN 1 -2 ,  1850, AND DEMOCRATIC 
STRENTH IN BANNER TOWNS OF OAKLAND, WASHTENAW,

AND HILLSDALE, 1848-1852

Vo

Fm 1 -3
Ur 1°2 D em 0 A vg*

Wright 56 63

Camden 49 68

Wheatland 43 27

Northfield 42 67

Freedom 41 67

Pittsfield 39 32

Scipio 34 34

Springfield 31 32

Litchfield 30 35

Lima 29 37

Addison 27 77

Salem 27 46

Milford 26 38

Holly 25 69
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14. Summary.

In New York s ta te  Benson found that :

With few excep t ions  anywhere in the  s ta te  . . .  in the same 
county ,  numerous towns with roughly the same degree of prosper ity  
varied  wide ly  in the ir  voting patterns  , and that  towns with the same 
voting pa t te rns  varied widely  in the ir  degree of prosper i ty .  In some 
count ies  a tendency ex is ted  for economically  low ranking unit s  to be 
the low ranking Democratic  u n i t s ,  but in o t h e r s , ' economically  low 
ranking units  tended to be the  high ranking u n i t s . ^

In Wayne County and the banner  towns of Oakland, Washtenaw, and 

H i l l sda le  in eas te rn  M ich igan ,  towns with roughly the same proportion of 

the  ru ral  lower and upper c l a s s e s  among their  potentia l  e lec to ra te s  varied 

wide ly  in the i r  voting p a t te rn s ,  and towns with  the same voting patte rns  

var ied  wide ly  in the  proportion of rural lower and upper c l a s s e s  among their  

po ten t ia l  e l e c to r a t e s .

In Wayne County the corre la tion coef f ic ien ts  for rural lower c l a s s e s  

in the  towns and Democratic  s trength  were  very low: for Farm 1-3, Urban 

1-2 and Democrat ic  s trength  .02; for Farm 1-4,  Urban 1-2 and Democratic 

s t reng th ,  - . 1 7 .

75 Benson,  Concept of Tacksonian Dem ocracy , p.  148.
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CHAPTER V

ANTIPARTY, ORGANIZATION, AND SOCIAL GROUPS

1829-1840

Introduction

1. Party Organization and Voter Par t ic ipa t ion .

Party o rganiza t ion  and voter pa rt ic ipation on a large s ca le  arrived 

together in Wayne County in 1837. Organizat ion preceded ex tens ive  

pa r t ic ipa t ion  of v o te r s .  This does  not n e ce s sa r i ly  mean tha t  turnout 

was  largely c au sed  by o rgan iza t ion .  H is to rians  have tended  to exag

ge ra te  the  role of party organization in caus ing  turnout b ecau se  the  two 

u su a l ly  do appear  s im ul taneous ly .  Richard P.  McCormick, in an exce l

len t  a r t i c le ,  showed tha t  the  "mighty democratic  upris ing"  t radit ionally  

a s s o c i a t e d  with Jackson  occurred not in 1828 or 1832 but in the Whig v i c 

tory of 1840, when more vo te rs  turned out than  ever  before .  McCormick 

a tt r ibuted  th is  to the  ex i s t en c e  of "fairly w e l l -ba lanced  par t ie s"  in v ir 

tua l ly  every s ta t e  by 1840:

A tw o-pa r ty  system sca rce ly  could be said  to ex is t  in more than 
half  the s t a t e s  until  a f te r  1832. . . .

As ba lanced  organized par ties  subsequent ly  made their  appear
an ce ,  . . . and vo te rs  were st imula ted by the prospec t  of a genuine 
c o n te s t ,  a marked r i s e  in vote r par t ic ipa t ion  occurred .  Such condi
t ions  did not prevail  unti l  1840.

-Richard P.  McCormick, "New Perspec t ives  on Jacksonian  Poli-  
t i c s , "  AHR, LXV, 300, 301.

156
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However,  while  party organizat ion may have helped  inc rease  

turnout ,  it is  only one of many c a u s e s  of vo t ing ,  and the general  

c a u s e s  of voting a l so  he lp  cau se  organiza tion .  While part ies  are 

usua l ly  organized by e l i te  g ro u p s , their  mere organizat ion is  not 

enough to c a u s e  or su s ta in  high leve l s  of turnout .  After 1840 in Mich

igan ,  voter par t ic ipa t ion  took a nose  d ive ,  ye t  part ies  we re probably 

be t te r  organized in 1841 than they were in 1837. At p re sen t ,  there are 

many a reas  where pa r t ie s  have been organized for d e c a d e s ,  ye t  many 

persons  in th e s e  areas-, usual ly  poor,  uneducated and unsocia l ized  

p e r so n s ,  never vo te .  To unders tand  vote r  part ic ipation and par t icu

larly unusual  "surges"  of voter turnout ,  one must explore the nature 

of the  e lec to ra te  and study fac tors  operating with in  it which s t imula te  

po l i t ica l  in te re s t  and involvement.  In the 1830's par t ies  were jus t  

coming into being and one must study the p ro c e sse s  by which part ies  

became "emotionally s ignif icant  re fe rence  groups" for various  socia l  

groups .  One must study the p ro c e sse s  by which "broad symbolic groups" 

or "po l i t ica l  subcu l tu res"  came into being and into conf l ic t ,  and how 

they  t ransfe red  the ir  conf l ic ts  into po l i t ica l  party c o n f l i c t s .

Harry R. Stevens  a tt r ibuted both voter turnout and the  re la t ive  
s trength  of r iva l  Pres ident ia l  c an d ida te s  in Ohio in 1828 largely to party 
o rg an iza t io n s .  Once a c t iv a te d ,  vote rs  chose  men who had personal i t ies  
l ike  the i r  own: "The more energet ic  and overtly agg re ss ive  / v o t e r /  might
prefer Jackson; the more jud ic ious  and re f l e c t iv e ,  Adams; the  more sk il led  
in ‘w i re -w o rk in g , 1 C lay .  Such a conc lus ion  cannot ,  of c o u r s e ,  be proved, 
but it may be amply documented from biographical  s tudies  of approximately 
s ix  thousand indiv iduals  in Ohio pol i t ics  during the d e c a d e . "  ( i tal ics 
mine) The Early Tackson Pa rty in Ohio (Durham, N . C .: Duke Universi ty Press,  
1957), pp.  138-42, 151.
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2. Part ies As Reference Groups.

The way in which par ties  funct ion as  refe rence  groups today 

is  desc r ibed  by Robert Lane:

. . . the  two major po l i t ica l  par t ies  are emotionally signif icant 
re fe rence  groups for a lmost 95 percent of the  population (even 
though th is  is bare ly  acknowledged by about 2 0 percent of the  peo
ple) in the  s en se  tha t  people  have a 'pro'  or ’a n t i ’ feel ing about 
the  two p a r t i e s .  At e lec t ion  time about  a third of the population 
fee l s  a ' s trong '  ident i f ica t ion  with their  party .  It i s ,  pe rhaps ,  
of th is  group tha t  Merriam speaks  when he says  'a t  t imes the party 
spir i t  seems almost a form of general  in to x ic a t io n . '^

Part ies become "s tab le"  when they p o s s e s s  an " inclusive  organi

zation"  and "per s i s t  beyond the  single  c au se  or single  e l e c t io n , "  when 

they  acquire  " t rad i t ions ,  c l i e n t e l e s ,  and id e o lo g ie s , "  and when they b e 

come "a symbol,  a focus of loya l ty ,  or point of orienta tion / i . e .  , a re fe r -

V 3ence  g roup / fo r  the p u b l i c , "  and for po l i t ica l  subcultures  with in  the

" p u b l ic . "

During and after the  time in which they become reference  groups,  

the  po l i t ica l  ac t ions  and goals  of par t ies  are both " inst rumental  and ex 

p r e s s i v e . "  For s tuden ts  of voting behavior  it is  the express ive  or sym

bolic  meanings  of party ac t i v i ty ,  g o a l s ,  and language which is of impor- 

4tance  . According to Edelman,

2Robert E. Lane,  Po l i t ica l Life: Why People Get Involved in Poli
t i c s  (Glencoe,  111.: Free P re s s ,  1959), p .  299-300.

3Sorauf, Poli t ical  Parties in the  American System,  p.  14. I have 
borrowed Sorauf  s phrases  but changed his  meaning.

^Murray Edelman, The Symbolic U ses  of Poli t ics (lirbana, 111.: 
Univers ity  of I l l inois  P r e s s ,  1964), p.  12.
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For the spec ta to rs  of the poli t ica l  scene  every ac t  contributes 
to a pattern  of ongoing even ts  that spe l l s  threat  or r e a s s u ra n c e .  
This is  the  b a s ic  dichotomy for the mass  public .  The very fac t  
that  the  same a c t  which one grouping favors looms ominously for 
another re in fo rces  each  side in i ts  perceptions  for it seems to 
make it  a l l  the  more c lear  that  the enemy is rea l ly  the re ,  f ight
ing a g a in s t  the  good l ife or aga in s t  life i t se l f  . One s tudent of 
symbolism has  writ ten:  "Every ac t  is at  once an accep tan ce  and 
(not or) a re jec t io n .  . . . Identi fica tion is compensatory to d iv i 
sion; for,  if men were  not separa te  from one another ,  there  would 
be no need for the  rhe tor ic ian  to s t re ss  their  unity.  ^

During the la te r  1830's in Wayne County and Michigan part ies  

became reference  groups for different  po l i t ica l  subcu l tu res .  Large num

bers  of vo te rs  did not become involved unti l  po l i t ica l  a c t i o n s ,  go a l s ,  

and language became inves ted  with symbolic meanings threatening or 

rea ssu r in g  dif ferent groups .  This was  a gradual p ro c e s s ,  a s  was  party 

o rgan iza t ion .  Part ies  organized effect ively  in Wayne and party l ines  

c ry s ta l l i zed  in 1837. Yet Wayne had been a cente r of party act iv i ty  for 

s evera l  y e a r s . In Battle Creek pa r t i s ansh ip  did not govern the  course  

of e lec t io n s  unti l  the  spring of 1838, and in northern Mackinac  County
g

party l ines  were  not "drawn tight"  until  the fa ll  of 1839.

5Ibid., p.  13. Edelman said  tha t  language  is  "the key to the uni
ve rse  of speaker  and a u d ien ce .  Many s tudents  of cul tura l  an th ropology , 
lo g ic ,  and soc ia l  psychology have demonst ra ted tha t  this function of l an 
guage is  no ephemeral  in f luence ,  but the central  factor in soc ia l  re la t ions  
and ac t io n .  It is  a l l  the more potent b ecau se  it opera tes  unconsc ious ly  
for the  most  pa r t ,  permeat ing pe rcep t io n s ,  concep t ion ,  and ex p e r ien ce . "  
I b i d . , p . 131.

A .D .P .  Van Buren , MPHC , XVII, 240-41. Daniel  Munger ,  Con
s ta n t in e ,  to Sheldon McKnight,  Detroit ,  August 28,  1837, Bagg MSS Film.



www.manaraa.com

160

Party organization w as  a slow, gradual process  largely b ecause  

a general  ant iparty  pre judice  ex is ted  among the e lec to ra te ,  and par ti 

cu la r ly  among poten tia l  W higs .  This had much to do with  the  Whigs 

organizing considerably  la te r than the Democrats and with potentia l  or 

a c t ive  Whigs being prone to non-voting and to poli t ica l  s ch ism .  Their 

differing a t t i tudes  to pa r t ie s  is  one of the  key d if ferences  between early 

Whigs  and Democrats  and is  a key to their  differing party charac te rs  and 

to ident ify ing the  different  soc ia l  groups supporting eac h .  Exploring the 

a t t i tu d es  toward par t ie s  of inc ip ient  Whigs and Democrats is  a way of 

gett ing at  how par t ie s  became "emotionally s ignificant  reference  groups" 

in the  1830 's .  To many persons  the very idea of "party" a l ready had an 

in tense  negative  emotional s ign i f ic ance .

3. Antiparty Sentiment,  O rgan izers ,  and Par t ies .

Host i l i ty  to poli t ica l  par t ies  ex is ted  in the early days  of the Re

publ ic .  It is  wel l  known that  George Washington in h is  Farewell  Address 

warned ag a in s t  the  "baneful  e f fec ts  of party sp i r i t . "  In h is  study of the 

ear ly  nat iona l  period Will iam Nisbet Chambers said  tha t  "the very idea 

of par t ies  was  long s u s p e c t .  In the re t ro spec t  of peacefu l  American party

development it is  e a sy  to argue tha t  fear of party rivalry w as  exaggera ted
7

in the year s  of party formation,  but it w as  w idespread  a t  the t i m e . "

7William Nisbet Chambers ,  Poli t ical  Parties in a New Nation; The 
American Exper ience,  1776-1809 (New York: Oxford Univers ity  P res s ,  1963),
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His to r ians  have  long been familiar with genera l ized  manifes ta t ions  of 

an tipar ty  a t t i tu d e s ,  but have not apprecia ted  how a ra ther pervas ive  

pre judice  p e r s i s te d  and ,  in the 1830 's ,  obs tructed  party organization,  

par t icu lar ly  the  o rganiza t ion  of the  Whig Party.  Understanding  th is  will 

give ins ight into the na ture  of the  Whig and Democratic par t ies  and into 

the  ch a rac te r  of c e r ta in  of the ir  supporte rs ,

Jacksonian  Democrats have  been renown for their  poli t ical  and 

organ iza t ional  s k i l l s .  Moise i  Ost rogorski,  in h is  c l a s s i c  Democracy 

and the  Organizat ion of Poli t ical  P a r t i e s , desc r ibed  the r i s e  of a c l a s s  

of "po l i t ic ians"  in the  1820's who engineered Andrew Jackson ’s e lection 

in 1828 and who led in building the  party sys tem .  His to r ians  recently  

have  ca l led  the  Jackson  Democrats  " techn ic ians  of mass  leadersh ip"
g

a n d  the  "sh rew des t  p o l i t i c i a n s , "  sugges t ing ,  as have many his to rians ,  

th a t  Democrats  were  by inc l ina t ion  or d ispos i t ion  cap ab le  organizers  of 

po l i t ica l  machinery .  Scholars  u sua l ly  imply tha t  the ir  opponents  were 

l e s s  capab le ,  and p e rh a p s ,  l e s s  will ing o rgan ize r s .  The Democrats in

p .  7. For W ash ing ton 's  Farewel l  Address s ee  John R. Owens and P. J. 
S taudenraus ,  The American Party System; A Book of Readings (New York: 
Macmil lan ,  1965), pp .  2 2 -24 .

g
M . Ost rogorski ,  Democracy and the Organizat ion of Poli t ical  

P a r t i e s , II (New York: Macmil lan  C o . , 1922), 39 -79 .  Richard Hofstadter,  
The American Poli t ic a l Tradit ion (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1948), p .  49.  
Robert V. Remini, The Elec t i on of Andrew Tackson (Philadelphia: J .  B. 
Lippincott  C o . ,  1963), p. 52. The Democrats were original ly  the Jackson 
fac tion  in the  Republican Party,  called  Democratic  Republicans .
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Michigan in the 1830's have usually  been credited with  being fi rs t  to

organize and one h is to r ian  has  said  that  they  owned by 1840 perhaps
9

"the bes t -par ty  organizat ion in the Nor thwest ."

I in tend to show that Democrats were the most capab le  and 

wil l ing  party o rg an ize r s ,  with procliv it ies  for organizat ion not shared 

by their  opponen ts .  Yet Democratic  o rgan ize r s ,  l ike Whig o rgan izers ,  

had to contend with an tiparty  sent iment ,  which ex is ted  in generalized  

form among supporters of a l l  p a r t i e s .  A more in tense  and moralist 

an t ip a r ty i s m , however ,  tended  to affect  Democratic  opponents  such as  

the  Antimasons, a shor t - l ived  party which d e sp is ed  poli t ics  and p a r t i e s .

In M ich igan ,  after 1833 , Antimasons went mostly into the new Whig 

Party and carried their  an t ipo l i t ica l  and antiparty  sentiment with them.

The kinds  of. persons  most prone to antiparty ism were evange l 

iz ed ,  "b u rn ed -o v e r ,"  Yankee P ro tes tan ts ,  p i e t i s t s  f i l led  wi th re formis t ,  

benevolen t  z ea l .  These persons  tended to oppose the Jackson party and 

f i l led the ranks  of the  Antirnasonic Party.  Antimasonry was  in part a r e 

l ig ious  movement in p o l i t i c s ,  and Antimasonry's  antiparty ism was  c lose ly

^The quota tion is  from Homer J. W eb s te r ,  "History of the Demo
c ra t ic  Party Organizat ion in the  Northwest ,  1815 -1840,"  The Ohio Archaeo
logica l  and His to r ica l  P u b l i c a t io n s , XXIV (1915), 117. See a lso :  R. C. 
Buley,  The Old Northwest:  Pioneer Period,  1815-1850, II (Indianapolis: 
Indiana Univers ity  P re s s ,  1950), pp.  168, 206, 221; Floyd S t r ee te r , Poli t i
c a l  Parties  in Michigan,. 1837- 1860, p .  7: Ben S. C h in i tz ,  "Poli t ical  Tech
niques  in M ich igan ,  1824-1844," (unpublished M.A. t h e s i s ,  Wayne State 
U nive rs i ty ,  1938), pp.  23 -55 .
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re la ted  to i t s  Pro tes tan t evan g e l ica l i sm .  Antimasonry was  born/ after 

a l l /  in w es te rn  New York's " in fec ted” or "Burned-over Dis t r ic t  /" the 

most preached t o # p rose ly t ized ,  and reformed area in all of Yankee 

Chris tendom. Michigan Whiggery absorbed Antimasonry and i ts  an t i -  

pa r ty ,  ev an g e l i s t  s t r a i n . ^

Evangelized P ro tes tan ts ,  with an act ive  heri tage  of a n t i -C a th o l i 

c i sm ,  tended to s e e  in Masonry ,  in the  Democratic Party,  and in the 

po l i t ica l  par ty as  such many of the  evils  they a s s o c ia t e d  with Popery.  

They used  very similar language and symbols to denounce all  th ree .

This demonology seems to have been  worked out f i rs t  in campaigns 

aga ins t  Popery and then applied to M a s o n s , p a r t i e s ,  and the Democratic  

Party,  in tha t  order.  Anti -Catholic ism was  a prominent feature of Anti

masonry and remained ch a rac te r i s t i c  of the  evange l ica l  or na t iv is t  wing 

of the  Whig Party.  Although they  seldom said  so d i rec t ly ,  evange l ica ls  

saw not ju s t  similari ty  among the  enemies  descr ibed  above ,  but ac tua l  

l i a i s o n .  They thought tha t  Masonry and Democracy were in sec re t  a l l i 

a n c e ,  and they  saw Catho l ic i sm ,  in the  form of Catholic  Irish and Ger

man immigrants,  coming to the  aid  of Democracy with v o t e s ,  legal and 

o the rw ise .

^ F o r  a d i s c u s s io n  of the connection  between an t i -o rgan iza t ion  
fee ling  and the  "Yankee Pro tes tan t  ethos"  during the  Progress ive  per iod,  
s e e  Richard Hofs tad ter ,  The Age of Reform (New York: xAlfredA. Knopf, 
1955), Chapter  VI, pp .  215-71.
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Antimasonry

Antimasonry erupted in w es te rn  New York afte r it became public 

knowledge tha t  a Will iam Morgan, who intended to expose  the Masonic  

Order ' s  s e c r e t s ,  d i sappeared  in 182 6 . Many non-M asons  became ou t

ra g e d ,  charged that  Morgan had been murdered,  and that  his  murderers 

went unpunished b e ca u se  they were M aso n s .  Their Masonic  bre thern ,  

occupying high public o f f ic e s ,  used  their  influence and privi lege to 

protect  them. Protest  meet ings  swept the  countryside and by a process  

desc r ibed  a s  " spontaneous  combustion" a poli t ica l  party came into being.  

In 1827 Antimasonic nominating conventions  bypassed  exis t ing poli t ica l  

fac t ions  and nominated the ir  own c a n d id a te s .  Antimasonry found most 

of i ts  s trength among former opponents  of Jackson and Van Buren. In 

New York and other s t a t e s  Antis tended  to unite  with National  Republi

c an s  a nd ,  in the  "midst  of the  e x c i t em e n t , "  President Jackson openly 

p ra ised  the Masonic  o r d e r . ^

Ever s ince  C har les  M cC ar thy ' s  pioneer study of the Antimasonic 

Party (1903), h is to r ians  have  recognized  the complexity of the movement, 

and  have  emphas ized  i t s  moralism. McCarthy analyzed  i ts  "moral and 

re l ig ious  b a s i s "  (among other b a s e s ) ,  and saw it in the  context of a 

deep ly  rooted Chr is t ian  reac t ion  ag a in s t  l ibera l  and secu la r  trends:

^ C h a r l e s  McCarthy ,  "The Ant i -Masonic  P a r ty , " Annual Report of 
the  American H is to r ica l  A s s o c i a t i o n , 1902 , Vol. 1 (Washington: Govern
ment Printing Office , 1903), p . 383 . Fox, Decline  of Aris tocracy, pp . 337-51, 
d e a l s  with  the  origins of the  party, 182 6-182 8 . Lee Benson, Concept of Tack- 
sonian Democracy, pp . 14-2 7 .
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In New England th is  was  e sp e c ia l ly  true as  the party there was 
composed of the ultra re lig ious  country people  a lready in oppo
s it ion to the l ibera l  sp ir i t  of the c i t i e s .  . . . The par ty soon 
received  the st igma of the 'Chr is t ian  party in p o l i t i c s . ' ^

Whitney R. C ross  saw c la s s  r e sen tm en ts ,  s ta tus  anxie ty ,  

coun t ry -c i ty  an tagonism ,  and denominational  r ivalr ies  feeding Anti

masonry,  but implied tha t  the  Order 's  a l leged  offense to public and 

pr iva te  morali ty was central  in Anti eyes:

In i t s  original  form, and pe rs i s ten t ly  in rural a r e a s ,  Anti-masonry 
was a c ru s ad e .  . . . the major i s su e  seemed to be one of morali ty.  
Masonry was be l ieved  to have  committed a crime. I ts  members had 
put the ir  fraternal obliga tions  ahead  of the i r  duty to s ta te  and so c i 
e ty .  . . .13

Lee Benson ana lyzed  Antimasonry as a blend of the  moral and 

mundane, and emphas ized  i ts  p rac t ica l  asp i ra t ions  and g o a l s .  Anti- 

masonic  l e a d e r s ,  he s a id ,  led in reform movements as well  as in pro

moting b u s in e s s  en te rp r ise ,  banks., and in ternal  improvements . Mason

ry ' s  spec ia l  o ffense  w as  that  it c rea ted  sec re t  power and privilege in all 

spheres  of l i f e .  This offense  became public a t  a t ime when, st imulated 

by the  Transporta tion  Revolution,  men 's  a sp i ra t ions  for "improvement" 

(moral and material) were  ris ing to "unprecedented h e ig h t s . "  "Appeals

12 McCarthy , pp .  540-41. "The Anti -Masonic  papers of the d a y , "  
he sa id ,  "al l  have  a re lig ious  t o n e . "  _n., p.  541. For the  re lig ious  roots 
of Anti -Masonry in Vermont see  David M. Ludlum, Social  Ferment in Ver
mont,  1791-1850 ("Columbia Studies in American C u l t u r e , " No. 5; New 
York: Morningside Heights:  Columbia Univers ity  P ress ,  1939), pp.  102-
07.

^ W h i tn e y  R. C r o s s ,  The Burned-Over Dis tr ic t :  The Social and Eco
nomic History  of Enthusias t ic  Religion in W es te rn  New York, 1800-1850
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des igned  to sa t i s fy  the inc reas ing ly  widespread-and deeply  fe lt  demand 

for equal opportunity in a ll  ph a se s  of American l ife were . . . the most 

powerful weapons in the Antimasonic a rsena l  of a r g u m e n t . " ^

In Michigan too the "b le s sed  spiri t"  seems to have  blended the 

moral and mundane. Antimasonic leade rs  in Detroit  and Wayne County 

headed benevolent and reform so c ie t ie s  and promoted en terpr ises  such 

as  ra il roads  and b anks .  Leading Antimasons in W ashtenaw County were 

town and b u s in e s s  promoters and land s p e c u l a t o r s . ^

Michigan Antimasonry im presses  one most ,  however,  with its 

evangelism and c rusad ing  s ty le .  It had all  the  enthusiasm of any "ism" 

in w es te rn  New York. In New York and other s t a t e s  the  connec t ion  be

tw een  Antimasonry and evange l ica l  Protes tanti sm had been c l e a r ,  The 

Presby te r ian ,  Congregat ional ,  Methodis t  and Baptist  churches  had all 

denounced Masonry (though not with equal accord) ,  and Antimasonry

(Ithaca: Cornell  Univers i ty  P r e s s ,  1950), pp .  113-25, quota tion from 
p .  117. Richard H ofs tad te r  has  emphasized  the  "apocalyptic  and ab 
so lu t i s t  framework in which . . . hos t i l i ty  to Masonry was  usua l ly  
e x p r e s s e d . "  The Paranoid Style in American Pol i t ics  (New York: Al
fred A. Knopf, 1965), p .  17.

^ B e n s o n ,  p .  18. See Hofs tad ter ,  Paranoid S ty l e , p .  17.

^ D e t r o i t  Courier,  November 13, 1833 , p .  2; November 27, p.  2. 
Russe l  E.  Bidlack,  Tohn Allen and the Founding of Ann Arbor (Michigan 
H is to r ica l  Col lec t ions  Bulletin No. 12, December  1962; Ann Arbor: Uni
ve r s i ty  of Michigan , 1962) , for the  stoiy of the  leading promoter of Ann 
Arbor, an  Antimason.
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was  often in a l l i an ce  with such evangelical  cause s  as temperance ,

16an t i s lavery  and a n t i -C a th o l ic i sm .

■ The Antimasonic newspapers  in Wayne  and Washtenaw Counties 

were b a s ica l ly  " re l ig ious” newspapers  f il led with news re la ting to 

evange l ica l  c a u s e s ,  part icularly temperance ,  a s  w e l l  as Masonry .  ' 

Many Antimasonic leade rs  tended to be engaged in Chris t ian  benevo

lence  and moral reform. Consequent ly ,  the mark of the reviva lism of 

the  1820's and 1830's was  pla inly  stamped on Michigan Antimasonry. 

Henry R. Schoolcraft ,  the  well -known Indian agent and a Democrat ,  

caught the  q u a s i - m e s s i a n i c  c a s t  of Antirnasonry when he wrote that

it was  a "kind of 'sh ibbo le th '  for those  who are to c ross  the poli t ical

17'fords '  of the  new Jordan ,"

In New York the Morgan affair  had offended republican p r e ju d ic e s , 

but the  leading  c a u s e  of the  "excitement"  had been ,  as Cross observed , 

tha t  Masonry th rea tened  Protes tant Chr is t ian i ty .

16 McCarthy,  "Ant i-Masonic  Par ty ,"  pp.  542,-44.

1 7 C o u r ie r , 1833-1834, p a s s i m . I have  seen  two copies  of the 
Michigan Temperance Recorder which are  private ly  owned, and was  
told  by the owner tha t  h is  grandfather,  the pub l isher  of the  Recorder, 
was  a l ifelong Antimason. Henry R. Schoolcraft ,  Personal Memoirs 
(Philadelphia: Lippencot t ,  Grambo and C o . ,  1851), p.  32 4. The entry 
referred to was wri t t en  about 1830.
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Masonry had come to serve many persons in place  of a church,  to 
the exc lus ion  of Chr is t ian i ty .  Its oa ths  took the Lord's name in 
va in .  At the very l e a s t ,  it in terposed a prior a s so c ia t io n  among 
cer ta in  church m em bers , who were held to be bound equal ly with 
a l l  r egenera te  humans in the exclus ive  fe llowship  of the Commun
ion . The rumour tha t  a lcohol ic  beverages  were  u sed  with abandon 
in i t s  ceremonies  irr i ta ted a growing sens i t iv i ty  on the subjec t  of 
tem perance .  I ts  t i t l e s  and ri tua ls  smacked of monarchy as  well  as  
in f ide l i ty .  ^

For Michigan Antimasons,  Masonry sinned most in presuming to

be a subs t i tu te  re l ig ion .  M asonry ' s  re lig ious  he resy  overshadowed its

po l i t ica l  c r im es .  Antis saw the  Order a s  a compet ing,  an t i -C h r i s t i an

s e c t .  They desc r ibed  it a s  a de lusion  which gripped man 's  minds and

esp e c ia l l y  the i r  h e a r t s .  For the e v an g e l i s t ,  the  hear t  was  where religion,

c o n s c i e n c e ,  and God 's  good grace should b e .  Masonry ensnared hear t

19and mind in s e c re c y ,  o a th s ,  r i tu a l ,  magical  d e v ic e s ,  and dogma. Long

af te r  the  excitement died down,  in 1848, a Baptist engaged In exposing

the ev i ls  of sec re t  s o c ie t i e s  wrote an a r t ic le  on "The pre tended origin and

re l ig ious  charac te r  of Free M aso n ry ."  He explic it ly  developed the point

be ing made here:

The c la ims of re lig ion are  prior and paramount,  and Chris t ians  are 
required to give the ir  f i rs t  and. spec ia l  a t ten t ion  to the 'household

18C r o s s ,  Burned-Over D i s t r i c t , p.  117. Cross underest imated the 
extent to which Masonry offended Protes tan ts  a s  an e r s a tz  re l ig ion .  See 
a l s o ,  Ludlum, Socia l  Ferm en t , p .  92.

19The major s ca rc e s  for th e se  genera l iza t ions  are the  Detroit Cour
ier , 1833-1835, and the Will iam Woodbridge MSS and John Allen MSS, Bur
ton Llisiorical  C o l lec t ion .
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of f a i t h . '  Masonry r e v e r se s  th is  order andrequires  tha t  i ts  mem
bers  sha l l  pay their  f i rs t  a t ten t ion ,  and be fi rs t  to re l ieve  ZL 7 a 
'worthy brother '  of the order.  The brother tha t  takes  th is  oath of 
a l l e g ia n c e ,  v ir tually  renounces  his a l leg iance  to C h r i s t , ( i tal ics 
mine .)  ̂

Antimasons ha ted  par ties  for much the same rea sons  that  they 

ha ted  Masonry .  At l e a s t  they transferred much of the rhetoric  they used 

to damn one in condemning the  other.  P a r t i e s ,  l ike Masonry ,  bored " s e 

c re t ly  and s i len t ly"  from w i th in .  They se t  up cen tra l ized  organs of 

authori ty  which  presumed to think and judge for the indiv idual.  They d e 

manded a l leg ian ce  n e c e s s i t a t in g  the ha rness ing  of free judgment,  and ,

21if need be ,  the v io la t ion  of c o n sc ie n ce .

By 1833 Antimasonic ant iparty  rhetoric  howled about the heads  of 

the  Democratic  Republ icans ,  whose  faction ran M ich igan 's  terri toria l  

government .  The Democrats  had adopted the convention sys tem ,  e s t a b 

l i shed  a centra l  commit tee ,  and announced tha t  appointments  would be 

b a se d  on party loya l ty .  All th is  w as  anathema to Antimasons who decr ied 

Democrats  for the ir  "magic" and "mili tary d isc ip l ine  of p a r ty . "  In Anti 

rhe toric  it appeared  tha t  Democrats had an organizat ion remarkably like 

the  M asonic  and one that  perpetuated  many of i t s  e v i l s .

20
M i c h i g a n  C h r i s t i a n  H era ld ,  April 14, 1848, p .  1. This was the 

fif th in the s e r i e s .  Earlier he had said  that  Masonry was  based  on consummate 
s e l f i s h n e s s ,  be ing a system of "favorit ism and perfect ly  ex c lu s iv e , 11 March 10, 
p .  1. It had a v i n d i c t i v e  " inquis itor ia l  s p i r i t . "  March 31, p.  1

21 On the anx ie ty  produced by secre t  organizations  and i ts  socia l  
psychology in a dif ferent a g e ,  see  Edward A. Sh i l s ,  The Torment of Secrecy 
(Glencoe,  111.: Free P r e s s ,  1956), e spec ia l ly  pp.  27-33 .
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The Cour ie r ' s  denuncia tion  of the  Territorial Legis la tive  Council

early in 1834 i l lus t ra ted  vividly  how they a s s o c ia t e d  Democrats with a

hos t  of t rad it ional v i l l a in s .  The Council  w as  compared to the "infidels

of France," "Jacobin revolu t ionar ies  ,"  and "Jesui t ica l  inquis itors  ."  It

w a s  "masonic"  and a "poli t ica l  in q u is i t io n ."  The Democratic Central

Committee w as  a "contemptible  c a b a l , "  which congregated "weekly to

inqu is i to r ia l ize  (the word is  new but sugges tive)  de linquents  to the holy

c a u s e . "  The Committee ,  a "hydra Headed f a c t io n , "  ins inua ted  "pol i t ical

dogmas" to e s t a b l i s h  the  "omnipotency of p a r ty . "  The Courier warned

that a " sec re t  machinat ing ,  i r respons ib le  esp ionage  is going on , backed

by a caba l  of aspir ing dem agogues ,  whose exclus ive  and darling ob ject

22aims at  to ta l  subvers ion  of . . . genuine republ icanism."  The Courier's 

ou tburs t  i l lu s t ra ted  i ts  an t i -consp i r i to r ia l  and coun ter -subvers ive  frame 

of m ind .

It is  c lea r  tha t  the Courier transferred the  a t t r ibutes  of Masonry 

to the  par ty as  su ch ,  and th e se  a t t r ibu tes  a l so  belonged to Popery,  the 

original  evange l ica l  model of evil  doing.

McCarthy observed tha t  the  support of Ir ish Catholics  for the Jack

son par ty encouraged an t i -C a th o l ic i sm  among Antimasons who saw "Popery

22
C o u r ie r , July 31, 1833 , p .  2; October 2, p .  2; January 29, 1834, 

p .  2.  For a br i l l iant  a n a ly s i s  of re la ted  t h e m e s ,  see  David Brion D av is ,  
"Some Themes of Counte r-Subvers ion: An Analysis  of An t i -M ason ic ,  Anti- 
C a th o l ic ,  and Anti-Mormon L i te ra tu re ,"  MVHR, XLVII (September, 1960), 
pp.  205-24 .
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and Freemasonry" as  "schemes  equal ly  incons i s ten t  with  repub l ican-  

23
Ism ."  The Courier be l ieved  in that  in co n s i s ten cy .  After the burn

ing of a Catholic  convent in M a s sa c h u se t t s  (1834) by n a t i v i s t s ,  the 

Courier c r i t ic ized  mob v io lence  but ended by blaming the v io lence  on 

C a tho l ic i sm .  The Church of Rome, it s a id ,  harbored a "bigoted,  malig

nan t ,  and in to lerant s p i r i t . "  Catho l ics  in American socie ty  were in 

herently  a d is ruptive  e lement .  "The very tenan ts  of Catholici sm are 

c a lcu la ted  to fos te r  a spiri t  of in to le rance  and v io len ce .  " An " inevi t 

ab le  hos t i l i ty"  ex is ted  between pr ies t ly  dogmatism and Protestant f r ee -

24dom of c o n sc ie n c e .  Many evange l ica l s  who were Antimasons and 

la ter Whigs  were leade rs  or members of benevolent prose ly tiz ing  so c i 

e t i e s  which mobilized support  by playing upon an t i -C a th o l ic  pre judice 

and fea r .  Like Antimasons in New York, Michigan Antis recogn ized ,  at

l e a s t  in 1833 , that  Catho l ics  (French) voted aga ins t  them and supported 

25the ir  en em ies .  In 183 5, to evange l ica l  W higs ,  the t ie  be tween Catholic  

immigrants and Democratic  vo tes  would become a ll  too c lea r .

23 M cCarthy ,  "Ant i-Masonic  Par ty ,"  p. 544. "Such a spiri t led 
natura lly  to the  Native American doctr ines  of the future; indeed ,  many 
of the  prominent Antimasons became leaders  of that  exc i t em en t . "

24 C o u r ie r , September 3, 1834, p.  2.

25 C o u rie r , July 10, 1833 , p . 2 .
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Party Organization 

The antj.party Antimasons ironically  ac ted  as  unintentional 

c a t a ly s t s  in e s tab l i sh ing  par t ies  in the  1830 's .  They cal led  the 

first  Terri torial Convention in 1829 ,!to concert  measures  for sup

p re s s ion  of M asonry ."  Their example (as at the national level) w a s - 

soon followed by the Democratic Republicans and National  Republi

cans  . The convention s y s te m / once  e s t a b l i sh e d ,  as Ostrogorski 

has  pointed out,  promoted the es tab l ishm ent  of other par ts  of party
9 c

a p p a r a t u s .

Desp is ing  th e  " spo i ls  system" and "party u s a g e s ,"  Anti

masons  may have  encouraged them by ins is t ing  on clarifying party 

l i n e s .  They brought an a b so lu t i s t ,  mora l is t ic  spir i t  into po l i t i c s .  

McCarthy desc r ibed  how in New York "From the pet ty poli t ics  of the 

towns to the  higher po l i t ic s  of the  s t a t e  government the Antimasonic 

p rescr ip t ions  sp read .  . . . "  and how the  Antis 'demand for unequi

voca l  a l l eg ian ce  forced men to poli t ica l  pos it ions  they would not other

w ise  have  ta k en .  This, perhaps,  was  why one ira te  National  Republican

9 7charged  tha t  the Antis were  the "pol i t ical  prescr ip tive  ones (sic)

26 Ost rogorsk i ,  II , 59 -66 .

2 7McCarthy-, p .  373, Lewis B. S turges ,  Norwalk,  Ohio,  Novem
ber  7, 1833 , to Will iam Woodbridge,  Woodbridge MSS . McCarthy said 
tha t  Antimasonic ac t ions  "tended to drive the b i t te r  . . . nonmasonic 
opponents  of Jackson  into the only strong . . . party opposed to him, 
while  the  a n t i - J ack so n  Masons  ch o se  rather to support him than to go 
over to the hated opponents  of m asonry ."  See a lso  Ludlum, Socia l 
Ferment , p . 116 .
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In 1828 a New York cr i t ic  of the Antimasons said  tha t  "their motto is 

down with every man tha t  is a Mason and they who will not c r y  out 

a g a in s t  th e m ."  (Ital ics mine . ) ^

In the  fash ion  of the evangel ica l  rev iva l i s t s  Antimasons in

s i s t e d  on a narrow cho ice  between Right and Wrong and on the  n e c e s 

s ity of "coming out" for the  Right.  The unintended consequence  of 

the ir  adopting the "all who are not with me are aga ins t  me" att i tude  

w as  tha t  it encouraged poli t ics  to be  conducted along party l i n e s .

They s e t  p receden ts  for what became known as "party regulari ty"  and 

infused the idea  of regulari ty  with moral s a n c t io n s .  Thus,  the Anti

masons  helped sanc t ion  the first  commandment of party  d isc ip l ine  and 

he lped  i t  become,  a s  Ostrogorski ca l led  i t ,  a "moral cons t ra in t .

Michigan Antimasons added to the p re s su re s  accumulating within 

Democrat ic  Republican ranks to e s tab l i sh  party d isc ip l ine  with i ts  a t t e n 

dan t  rewards  and pun ishm en ts .  As early as 1829 an inc ip ien t Democrat 

urged tha t  party  l ines  be "drawn tau t ,  and no man put in nomination who 

is not a thorough whole  hog party m a n . " Ebenezer Reed adv ised  that  a 

compromise was  a d ev ice  of the devi l  and a r i s to c ra t s ,  tha t  a party press

^®J. B. Bryan, Pampila,  New York, November 3, 182 8 , to John 
Bryan, Woodruff 's  Grove,  W ash tenaw County,  Michigan,  John Bryan MSS, 
Michigan  H is to r ica l  C o l le c t io n s ,  Ann Arbor.

^ O s t r o g o r s k i ,  II, 67-69 .
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w as  n e e d e d , and that  Michigan Democrats would have no influence in

30Washington  until  they had a strong local  par ty.

The Jacksonians  soon ac ted  as if they were following Reed’s 

program. Already in control  of terri torial  a f fa i rs ,  Jacksonian leaders  

launched a strong party p ress  in 1831. Their Detroit Free_Pres_s advo

ca ted  s t a t e s  r ights  and l imited government.  In 1832 it began to agita te

31for Michigan s ta tehood ,  and that  cry became its  sh ibbole th .

The national adminis tra tion boosted party development by con

ducting something of a purge in 183 0-1831, egged on,  apparen t ly ,  by 

Reed in Washington  a nd ,  in Detro it ,  by John P. and Thomas Sheldon, 

Sheldon McKnight, and other members of the Free Press group. Among 

the  no tab les  purged were  Judges William Woodbridge,  Henry Chipman, 

and James B. W ithere l l ,  a l l  of whom later became W higs .  They were
3

re p la ce d ,  a s  Woodbridge compla ined,  by a "batch of new party men." '

30Letter of Ebenezer  Reed, December 27,  1829, printed in Friend Pal-  
mer, Early Days in Detroit (Detroit: Hunt and June, 1906), pp. 32 5-27 .

31 Woodbridge wrote of C a s s  in 1823: "He has  organized a system 
of po l i t ica l  machinery which  few perhaps could have dev ised  or could have 
main ta ined .  A more consummate poli t ic ian  will  rarely be found."  Printed 
in Char les  Lanman, The Life of Will iam Woodbridge (Washington, 1867), 
pp.  45 -46 .

Harold M. Dorr,  "Origin and Development of the Michigan C ons t i 
tu tion of 1835: A Study of Const i tu tion M aking ,"  (unpublished P h .D .  d i s 
se r ta t io n ,  University  of Michigan , Ann Arbor, 1933), p.  168. I am indebted 
to th is  f ine d i s s e r t a t io n .  In some c a s e s  it sugges ted  ideas  which I have 
further explored.  Some points a t  which I d isagree  with it will  be d i s cu s sed  
b e l o w .

37 Letters of E, Reed, January 24 and 26, 1830, printed in Palmer,  
Early D a y s , pp.  327-28 .  There are many re ferences  to the Witherel l
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The 1833 de lega te  e lec tion  pushed ahead the  trend to party poli

t i c s .  The e lec t ion  was  the  l a s t  fling of the  Antimasons and National 

Republ icans .  The Antimasons nominated a National Republican, hoping 

to draw together a major ity ,  but lo s t  anyway. Both par t ies  dropped out 

of poli t ica l  s igh t .  The Democrats nominated Lucius Lyon and made sup

port of him "the t e s t  of every man's faith and p r i n c i p l e s . " They explic it ly  

welcomed to the ir  party only those  who accep ted  all  the i r  p r inc ip les .

Their opponents ,  on various  i s s u e s ,  had been trying to sound l ike  Demo

c r a t s ,  supporting J ac k so n 's  Nulli f ica tion Proclamation,  or oppos ing re 

char te r of the  National Bank, but the  Democrats wanted party l ines  to be

3 3drawn unmis takab ly .

removal in Carter ( ed . ) ,  Territorial P a p e rs , XII, e spec ia l ly  pp.  127-32, 
138, 144-47. Quotation from William Woodbridge ,  Spr ingw el l s , January 
13, 1834, to Lewis C a s s ,  W ashington , D. C . ,  Woodbridge MSS.

Among the batch of new party men came John Norvell to be p o s t 
maste r  of Detro i t .  Many ear l ie r  schola rs  have believed tha t  he was  sen t 
to organize  the  Democrats and tha t  from the moment of his arrival he was 
the  " leading a rch i tec t"  of the pa r ty .  A le t t e r  from Andrew M ack ,  an 
original  organizer ,  to Stevens  T. M ason ,  then Territorial Secre ta ry ,  De
cember 18, 1833, shows tha t  Norve l l 1 s role has  been exaggera ted .  He 
was  not even a member of the Central  Committee,  se t  up early in 1833, 
unti l  December,  and had not been trus ted  by all i ts  members.  See a lso  
Lucius Lyon 's ho s t i l e  desc r ip t ion  of him: J_,ucius Lyon, March 23, 1836, 
to E. D.  El l i s ,  Monroe,  Lyon Let te rs ,  MPHC, XXVII, 488.

For the "Norvell myth" see  Streeter,  p .  24; Dorr, "Origin Michi
gan C o n s t i t u t i o n , " p ,  2 33; and Buley,  Old Nor thwest ,  II,  2 03-04 .

^ P r o c e e d i n g s  of the  Convent ion are  in the Lyon Letters ,  p .  448 . 
For the  Address ,  C our ie r , May 8 , 1833, pp .  1-2 .



www.manaraa.com

176

The Convent ion e s tab l i shed  a Central  Committee which was  to 

seek  support  for their  candida te  and to make it c lear  that  off ice-holding 

dep en d e d  upon party loya l ty .  One cri t ic said  that  the Committee i n 

tended to regu la te  "all appointments whether  coming from the Executive 

of the United Sta tes  or of the  Territory,  and have  proclaimed to the world 

that  no man can  rece ive  an off ice  . . . without f irst  receiving the s an c 

tion of the  committee ,  and procuring from them an endorsement tha t  he  

is  a ' t rue Democrat  dyed in the w o o l . ' " ^

Lucius Lyon won the e lec t ion  and par t i sans  such as Ebenezer 

Reed att r ibuted the  v ic to ry  to organization  on Jacksonian  pr inciples :

"the cry was Jackson and Democracy— and I have  no doubt our majority 

is much la rger in conseq u en ce  of our 'hanging out the Banner on the 

outer w a l l .

The Democrats  apparently  followed up their  promise to base  

appointments  on party loyalty  and the Central  Committee cont inued to 

extend i t s  influence during the win te r of 1833-1834, seeking to enli s t  

"all  true friends  of the  Cause  of Democracy.  " Andrew Mack assu red

^Stevens T. M ason ,  Detroit ,  March 1, 1833, to John T . Mason, 
M ason MSS, BHC.

3 6 Reed extravagant ly  claimed: "There is  no nook or corner of
the  Union where the Democratic  Party is organized more general ly  or 
on a more permanent footing than it is now in M ich igan ."  E. Reed,
July 25,  1833, to Elijah Hayward, St .  Joseph , in Car te r  (ed . ) ,  Terri
torial  P a p e r s , XII, 6 03-04 .
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Stevens T. Mason that  the  Commit tee 's  intent was "not mere party 

control/  or the obtaining of o f f ice /"  but the  rea l iza t ion  of party prin

c i p l e s .  "Our ob jec ts  are  the ex tens ion  and application of the princ i

p les  of our party to our i n s t i t u t i o n s , and to make them the b a s i s  of our

3 6contemplated s ta te  co n s t i tu t io n ."

There are many ind ica t ions /  d esp i t e  the  apparent and re la t ive  

ease  of Democratic organiza t ion/  that  antiparty  feelings  and re s i s ta n c e  

to  party regula ri ty  obstructed Democratic o rg a n iz e r s . Potential  or active  

Democrats tended to have more general  or secular  ant iparty a t t i tudes  

which lacked  the re lig ious  b a se  of Antimasonic an t ip a r ty i sm . It seems 

to have  been secu la r  in tone and to have ob jected only to cer ta in  a sp e c t s  

of the party system (such as  regular nominations)/  implying a de facto 

accep tan ce  of the sys tem .

The 1833 Democratic Convention i t s e l f  implicit ly te s t i f ied  to the 

p re sence  of an tiparty  sentiment by sounding highly defensive  about i ts  

a c t i o n s .  The fi rst  five reso lu t ions  which it p a ssed  and presented  to the 

e lec to ra te  were a l l  des igned  to jus tify and ra t iona l ize  party organization.  

"The charac te r  of our democrat ic  repub l ic /  fel low c i t i z e n s / 1 it s a i d y "for 

c o n s i s t e n c y /  dem ands ,  and the  b e s t  in te re s t s  of Michigan ,  requ i re s ,  the 

immedia te ,  genera l  and permanent organization of the democratic party

3 GFor a complaint  about removal see  Richard Butler, M t . C lemens ,
Monroe,  March 16, 1834, to Will iam Woodbridge , Woodbridge MSS. An
drew M ack ,  Detroit ,  December 18, 1833 , to Stevens T. M ason ,  Mason MSS.
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(sic) The 1837 Sta te  Democratic  Convention,  s imilarly ,  p a ssed  

three  re so lu t ions  out of a to ta l  of eight which emphasized  the " n e c e s 

si ty"  and  "reso lve"  of the Convention  and all  Democrats to maintain 

"an unyie lding adherence  to the  support  of regular nominations ." The 

e s ta b l i sh e d  "u sa g e s "  of the  party  demanded,  it s a id ,  tha t  "every s e c 

t io n a l ,  l o ca l ,  or personal  pre judice  or par tia l i ty"  be submerged.

The s i s t e r  of M ich igan 's  f i rst  Democrat ic  governor (Stevens T. 

Mason) complained in 1836 that  cand ida te s  for off ice  were  no longer 

e lec ted  on the b a s i s  of merit ,  but needed only to belong to the " st rong- 

■ e s t  p a r t y . 11 The degree  to which party  fee ling was  being car ried was a 

great  ev i l ,  she  s a id ,  and "It has a l ready in a measure  usurped the p lace  

of p a t r i o t i s m . T h e  Democrat ic  Young Men of W ayne  County shared ,  to 

a po in t ,  Cather ine  M a s o n ' s  misgivings  . In July 1837 they agreed  to sup

port the  Dem ocracy 's  regula r nominations ,  but with evident r e lu c tan ce .  

They reso lved  to a cq u ie s c e  in the  " sys tem" of regular nominations ,  "but 

a t  the  same time do in s i s t  tha t  com petence ,  in tegr ity  of purpose ,  and

38purity of c h a rac te r  are  important cons ide ra t ions  in choosing can d id a te s . "

A Democrat ic  judge in 1839 blamed the "b i t te rne ss  of party  s tr ife"  for the

^ R a n d a l l ,  "Gubernator ia l  P la t fo rms , Mich igan ,  1834-1864," pp.
12-13.

^ C a t h e r i n e  M ason ,  Troy, N. Y . , November 27, 18 36 , S . T . M . ,  
D e tro i t ,  M ason  MSS. Young Men 's  reso lu t ions  in Detroit  Free P r e s s , July
25, 1837, p .  2 .
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"melancholy sp ec tac le  . . .  of counse l  ca lcu la ting  upon the resu l t  of

a t r i a l ,  from knowledge of the po li t ica l  characte r  of the l i t igants  and 

39
ju ry ."  All of th e se  inc iden ts  suggest  that while Democratic organi 

zers  were capable  and eager p o l i t i c o e s , many of their  potent ia l  sup

porters  did not see  the party as  an unmixed b le ss ing  and i t  had to work 

to e s t a b l i s h  unswerving loyal ty  among its  fol lowers .

Democratic  l e a d e r s ,  aware of resentment aga ins t  unwarranted 

party in t ru s ions ,  knew when to subordinate  party to other cons ide ra 

t i o n s — at l e a s t  in the area  of l ip - s e r v i c e .  Thus ,  in the  183 5 C ons t i 

tu tional Convent ion the unofficial  leader  of the Democratic majority,  

John Norvel l ,  in s i s t ed  tha t  he had set  a s id e  a ll  "mere party v iew s"  to 

cons ider  only M ich igan’s in te re s t .  In the  angr ies t  exchange of the 

Convention he and the unoff icial  leader  of the Whig minority,  William 

Woodbridge,  a c c u s ed  one another of bringing party spiri t  into the Con

ven t ion .

A young Democratic friend of Woodbridge 1 s , could concede the

e x is t en ce  of ev i ls  such as  e lec t ion  corruption and the evil "of pa r ty , "

but regarded them a s  "n ec e ssa r i ly  concomit tant evils  accompanying the

thousand  benef i ts  we e n jo y . "  Party organization ,  par t icu la r ly ,  he said,

40could  only be harmful if the people were not happy and con ten ted .

39C har les  W. Whipple ,  Pontiac ,  December 2 , 1839, to William 
Woodbr idge,  Woodbridge MSS.

40Vincent L. Bradford, N i l e s ,  M ich ig a n . ,  October 23 , 1838 to 
Will iam W oodbr idge , Woodbridge MSS.
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In 1833 young Stevens Mason ,  a Democrat  and fi rs t  governor of

Michigan- e lec ted  by party vo te  in 1835 and 1837—cri t ic ized  par ties

with  gus to .  In March he descr ibed  the Ann Arbor Convention and i ts

Central  Committee:

The presumption of tha t  l i t t l e  faction would almost provoke, one if 
it were not tha t  the i r  a ssumption  has  made them r i d i c u l o u s . The 
unfortunate people of Michigah have set  over them a Regency more 
formidable than the famous Albany Regency i t s e l f ,  and have only 
to bow their  heads  to be trampled on by Andrew M ack ,  David C. 
McKinstry,  John P. Sheldon, and Elliott Gray.

The . . . Convent ion has  ins t i tu ted  th e se  gentlemen . . .  to 
regula te  a ll  appointments  . . . / i n  accordance  with party lo y a l ty ^ /

'Tis said  tha t  governments  are republican  only in proportion as  
they embody the will  of the  people ,  and execute  it; but if these  
gentlemen are to be our d ic ta to r s ,  and their  dec is ions  in a ll  c a s e s  
(as they contend) should be the will  of the people ,  de liver me from 
New York p o l i t i c s .  I shal l  not say aught agains t  them, for I firmly 
be l ieve  that  the  in te l l igence  of the people ,  will  a lways  in time be 
found a panacea  for every evil  affect ing their  r igh t s .

Personal cons idera t ions  probably influenced M aso n ' s  a t t i tude .

He re sen te d  the Commit tee 's  in tention to regula te  him- - h e  w as  

Acting Governor--and  the Convent ion had bypassed  h is  fr iend Austin E. 

Wing,  a National Republican incumbent whom Mason hoped would be 

r e e l e c t e d .  By April,  Mason s ti l l  hoped for Wing 's  e lec t ion ,  but his  

opinions  regard ing part ies  had undergone at  l e a s t  a revolu tion .  William 

Woodbridge had accep ted  the Antimasonic nomination but not their  p la t 

form . Mason thought tha t  th is  candidacy  would hurt Wing 's  chances  and 

c r i t ic ized  Woodbridge 's  claim "to represen t  the people and not a pa r ty . "

41Stevens T. M ason ,  Detroit,  March 1, 1833 , to JohnT. Mason ,  
Mason MSS.
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Mason ca l l ed  that  "the language of an individual who means to repre

s en t  anyone ra ther  than those  who e lec t  h im ."

I am sa t i s f i ed  that  par t ies  must ex is t  under our government; I 
would be the l a s t  to d iscourage  party spiri t  when properly con
t r o l l e d . It i s  the  su res t  plan  of keeping people  awake to the i r  
r igh t s ,  and whenever  I see  a man declaiming a g a in s t  party sp i r i t ,  
and profess ing  to be for the people  a lone ,  I a lways think tha t  he 
is for sl ipping quie tly  a long ,  serving his  own in t e r e s t s ,  and f la t 
tering himself  that  no one can  see i t . 42

Mason now held  a t t i tudes  more cha rac te r i s t i c  of Democratic 

o rganizers  who, in the i r  more sublime moments,  no doubt engaged in 

similar ra t iona l iza t ions  which transformed n e ce s s i t y  into preference  

and power into p r i n c i p l e . 43

Antimasons and W higs ,  on the other hand, indulged in few com

forting thoughts  about p a r t i e s .  Woodbridge assumed a non-pa r t i san  

role in 1833 partly b ecau se  it w as  expedient and b e ca u se  he recognized 

the  requirements  of his  poli t ica l  ro le .  He w a s ,  unoff ic ia lly ,  a National 

Republican who hoped to uni te  Nat ional Republican and Antimasonic 

v o t e s .  His non -p a r t i s an  pos ture  served more than his maneuvering.  It 

was  add re ssed  par ticu la r ly  to Antimasons and to many Republicans who 

would be  rea ssu red  by his c la im s ,  in accep t ing  the nomination,  tha t  he 

had never been  "the s lave  of any p a r ty , "  and that  he would d is l ike  being

^ S a m e  to sam e ,  April 16 , 1833, Mason MSS.

4^See Ost rogorski,  who att r ibuted the  r ise  of part ies  to an "un
hea l thy  p o l i t i c o - so c ia l  c ond i t ion ,"  II, 66-67 .
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44forced into office "by the mere operat ion of pa r ty ."  Lucius Lyon 

could never have used  such words in accep t ing  the Democratic nom

ination .

In the major poli t ica l  even ts  of the mid-183 0 ' s — the C onst i tu 

t ional Convent ion of 1835, the Convent ions of Assent and D is sen t  in 

183 5, the  P res iden t ia l  e lec t ion  of 183 6 —-the Democrats a c ted  far more 

as  a party than their  opponents .  This resu l ted  partly from the Demo

c ra ts  holding power and being in a posi t ion  to reward loyalty  and 

punish d is lo y a l ty .

A good example of their  ab il i ty  to maneuver as  a party came in 

183 6 . In the  ear ly phases  of a boundary d ispu te  with Ohio the Demo

c ra ts  in s i s t ed  that  Michigan would not come into the Union without 

"the Toledo s t r i p , "  which Ohio a l so  c la im ed .  The "Toledo War" of 

1835-1836, al though a lmost b lood less  and largely fa rc ia l ,  engaged 

fee l ings  of s ta te  honor and pride .  By ear ly 1836, however ,  many 

Michigan  Democrats  r ightly be l ieved  that  the  national adminis tra tion 

w as  going to support Ohio,  which was  a s ta te  in Congress  with pol i

t i c a l  influence Michigan did not h ave .  During 183 6 most Michigan 

Democrats  changed from a s ta t e s  r ig h t s -n o  submiss ion  stand to a 

" subm iss ion is t"  s tand .  The W higs ,  who had been cr i t ic iz ing  Demo

c ra t ic  in t rans igence  and b e l l i co se  pos tu r ing ,  mostly  reversed  them

se lv e s  and took up the cry of s t a t e s  r ights  and no s u b m is s io n .

^ W i l l i a m  Woodbridge , March 9 , 1833, to John W . D avis ,  
W'oodbridge MSS.
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By August the r eve rsa l  of the  Free Press and most local  Demo

cra t ic  commit tees ,  amid d e fe c t io n s ,  was  comple te .  They charged 

Congre-ss with  outrageous vio la t ion  of Mich igan 's  r ig h t s ,  but said  it 

was  now irrat ional  to i n s i s t  on "recovery of Michigan 's  los t  terri tory." 

Not a l l  Democrats would swing into l ine ,  and so when a convention 

met in September ,  supposedly  e lec ted  to agree to Congress '  terms for 

ad m is s io n ,  non-submit t ing Democrats combined with non-submit t ing 

Whigs to r e je c t  Congress '  te rm s ,  28-21, and earned the name of the 

"Convention of D i s s e n t . "

Although apparently  defeated,  the party bounced back and organ

ized a second convention to get Michigan into the Union as  quickly as  

p o s s ib le .  Wayne County 's  de lega t ion  to the September convention had 

c a s t  eight unanimous v o te s  on the  subm iss ion is t  s ide .  In November the 

Wayne Democrats  i s su e d  a ca l l  for the  e lec t ion  of de lega te s  to a new 

convent ion .  Through other county committees  and conventions  e lec tion  

machinery was  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  an e lec t ion  he ld ,  and the "Convention of 

Assent"  met in December.  This convention was vi rtual ly  a creation of 

the  Democratic Party.  The opposit ion  had c o l lap sed ,  probably because  

most r ea l ized  that  submiss ion  was  inev i tab le .  The Convention of D is 

sen t  w as  a l a s t  ac t  of def iance  and probably provided a f a c e - s a v in g

mechanism for any who s ti l l  needed one .  After tha t  the party o rgan iza-  

, 45
t ion  went  to work.

45 This account  is  a summary of my reading of secondary  and
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And during the boundary dispute  the Democrats had gained a 

potent v o te - g e t t e r .  Because he re fused  to obey W ashington ,  Acting 

Governor Stevens Mason had been  d ism issed  by Jackson.  But Mason 

gathered  a minature army, mounted his h o r se ,  and marched on the Ohio 

Boundary on an expedit ion that  was  mostly a p icn ic .  The vote rs  over

whelmingly e lec ted  him governor in 1835 (although Michigan was  not a 

s t a t e ) ,  and legal ly  ree lec ted  him in 1837.

The e f fec t iv en ess  of the  party organizat ion in the s ta tehood mdlbe 

t e s t i f i e s  to i ts s trength and to the  in tens ity  of Democratic party loyalty ,  

even though many other fac tors  worked to Democratic advan tage .  It b e 

came ch a rac te r i s t i c  of Democrats to regard loyalty  to party as  a virtue 

of great  v a lu e ,  a l though party regulari ty  was  not e s tab l i sh ed  overnight .

As la te  a s  183 7 and a f te r ,  some Democrats re jec ted  party nominations 

and supported ir regula rs .  There are very few c a s e s  of th is  re su l t ing  in 

a lo s s  for the Democratic can d id a te ,  becau se  spli t t ing Democratic r a n k s ,  

a s  a Macomb County Whig observed in 1839 , was  "in opposit ion to a ll  

good ru les  in tha t  party .  " In 1840 a meeting of Dearborn (Wayne County) 

Democrats showed just  how much Democrats  could value regulari ty  by

primary s o u rc e s ,  including Clark F. Norton, "Michigan Statehood: 1835, 
1836, o r l 8 3 7  ?" Michigan H is to ry , XXXVI,  4 .  (December,  1952),
3.2 1 - 5 0 ;  Lyon Le t te rs ,  pp.  482, 487, 486, 4.88; Free P r e s s , 183 5-183 6 , 
pass im  , par t icu lar ly  August 27 and 31, 1836, September 14, 17, and Novem
ber 1, 15, and 17; and the A dver t i se r , July 12 , 183 6 , July 15, August 1, 13, 
and October 1. Relevant le t te rs  in the Bagg MSS Film include Lucius Lyon, 
W ash ing ton ,  March 23, 183 6 , to Jo h n S .  Bagg.
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equat ing it with re lig ious  f ide li ty .  Abandoning a party ,  it s a id ,  

b e ca u se  of “a l leged  m is ta k es ,  misconduct  or corruption,"  by those  

who professed  i ts  pr inc ip les  "is conduct  unworthy of anyone who 

pre tends to be a man and to ta lly  inconsis ten t  with the dignity and 

r e spons ib i l i ty  of a freeman. Such a course  can only find i ts  parallel '  

in the folly and w ick ed n ess  of the  person  who would change his r e 

l ig ion ,  in consequence  of the de l inquencies  of the minis ter appointed

46to enforce i ts  o b l ig a t io n s . "

Antimasons,  Antiparty,  and Whig Organization 

Most Michigan Antimasons became Whigs  after 1834. This hy

po thes i s  is based  on my observat ion  of the tendency of Antimasonic 

leade rs  to become Whigs and the tendency  of strong Antimasonic towns 

in Wayne County to support  the  Wnigs .

The editors  of the Detroit Courier became W higs ,  a s  did the 

editors  of W ashtenaw  County 's  Antimasonic paper ,  the Ann Arbor

46 In a Justice  e lec t ion  in Detroit ,  August 1837, the  Democrat  
w a s  bea ten  b ecau se  two "i rregulars"  drew votes  away .  Free P r e s s , 
August 4 ,  1837, p .  2.  Will iam D u s e l l , Macomb C o . ,  July 8 , 183S, 
to Will iam W oodbr idge , Detro it ,  Woodbridge MSS. Dearborn meeting: 
Free P r e s s ,  February 29,  1840, p.  2.

Ost rogorski ,  d is l ik ing  p a r t i e s ,  la te r used metaphors similar to 
tha t  of the Dearborn Democrats :  "The party became a sort of a church ,
which admit ted  no d i s s e n t  and p i t i l e s s ly  excommunicated anyone who 
dev ia ted  a ha i r ' s  breath  from the e s tab l i sh ed  ri tual  and dogm a."  II, 
75-79 .
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47W es te rn  Emigrant . I found a l i s t  of 28 Wayne County Antimasonic

leade rs  from different towns who were appointed to committees of

correspondence  in 1833 . Checking on their  l a te r  party affi l iat ions

by using l i s t s  of Whig and Democratic "ac t ives"  published in the

n ew spapers ,  1835-1837, I was  able  to identify 18 of the 28: 17 had

48become Whigs;  1 a Democrat .  Another Antimason who became a 

W hig ,  according  to the Free P r e s s , was Philo C .  Fuller,  the  Whig 

candida te  for governor in 1841. The Democratic paper said  tha t  Fuller 

had been  an  Antimason from the "infected d is t r ic t s "  of New York and 

had been e lec ted  by the Antis to C o n g r e s s . ^

A comparison of the  voting of Wayne County towns in 1833 and 

in 1837-1839 sugges t s  tha t  most Antima sonic voters  there  la te r  voted 

for the  Whigs . Those towns  which gave most  vo tes  to the  Antimasons

^ J o h n  Allen,  Samuel Dexter ,  and George Corse l ius  were the 
Ann Arbor ed i to r s .  See MPHC, I ,  3 8 8 ; and Lawton T. Hemans,  Life and 
Times of Stevens Thomson Mason; the  Boy Governor of Michigan (Lan
sing: Michigan His to r ica l  Commission,  1920), p.  65.

^ A n t im a s o n ic  List: Courier,  April 10, 1833, p .  2..  Whig l i s t s :  
Tournal and Courier,  January 21, 1835, p .  2, March 5, p.  1, February 18, 
p .  1; A dver t ise r , October 2 5, 1836, p .  2.  Democratic l i s t s :  Free P r e s s , 
August 21, 1836, October 19, p.  2, November 1, p.  2,  November 6 , 1837, 
p .  2, October  14, p .  2, July 25,  p .  2,  October 11, p .  2, August 14, p .  2,  
September 2.0, October 12, p .  2.

49 Free P r e s s , O c t o b e r ! ,  1841, p .  1. The Biographical  IOirectory 
of the  American C o n g r e s s , 1774-1949 (United State Government Printing 
Office ,  1950), said  tha t  Fuller was e lec ted  to Congress  in 1833 as a 
"Whig ,"  p .  1187.
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in 1833 were  Whig strongholds in the la te  1830’s .  Plymouth and 

Springwells both rece ived  a comparatively large number of Antimasonic 

vo te s  which amounted to a large percentage of their  to t a l s .

TABLE 25

WAYNE COUNTY TOWNS WITH SIGNIFICANT ANTIMASONIC VOTE,
1 8 3 3 , AND WHIG VOTE, 1 8 3 7 - 1 8 3 8

A n tim a so n ic V ote 1833 Whig Jo

No0 % 1837 1838

D e t r o i t 116 34

P lym outh 89 6 1 08 5 8 05 5 9 . 6

S p r in g w e l ls 26 5 6 05 71o3 79 o7

Ham tram ck . 23 2 1 , 4

In Detroit  and  Hamtramck the Antimasonic percentage  w as  low. 

Detroit  w as  fairly evenly  divided between the part ies  in 1837 and 1837, 

and Hamtramck w as  heavi ly  Democratic .  Plymouth never gave the Demo

c ra ts  a high percent of i ts  vote  and Springwells was  strongly Whig until 

the mid 4 0 ' s .

One rea so n  Antimasons were l e s s  l ikely to become Democrats 

w a s  t h a t ,  a s  e lsewhere  (see above) ,  Michigan Masons  and Democrats 

seemed to be c lo se ly  a s s o c i a t e d . Lewis C a s s ,  M ich igan 's  foremost
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Democrat ,  had been a Mason s ince  1816 and was  first  Grand Master  of

the Michigan Lodge formed in 1827. Lucius Lyon, support of whom in

1833 the Democrats  made a t e s t  of party loya l ty ,  was a lso  a M ason.

During the  campaign he refused  to repudia te  the Order and the Antis

took his s i lence  as  proof of Masonic  sympath ies . .  It was C a s s  who,

a s  a re su l t  of the " exc i tem en t ,"  recommended the indefinite su sp e n -

50sion of Masonry in Michigan .

The National Republican and Antimasonic part ie s  did not for

mally d isband after 1833, a s  far a s  I can t e l l ,  but tha t  campaign was 

apparent ly  the la s t  s ignif icant po l i t ica l  act iv i ty  for e i ther party in 

Michigan. Both were dormant or dead  when news of the new Whig Party 's  

surpris ing vic tory  in the  spring e lec t ions  of 1834 in New York city came 

to Mich igan .  National  Republican leaders  seem to have become both 

Whigs and Democrats  a s  did National Republican vo te rs ,  but it is very 

dif f icul t  to say  in what proportions .

Tentat ive  Whig organizat ion did not begin in Wayne County or 

Michigan unti l  la te  in 1834, and e f fec t ive ,  permanent organizat ion did not 

begin  unti l  1837. The Democrats '  firm grasp of power in the s ta te  would 

have put the  o rganization  of any opposit ion  under a h and icap .  Whig or

gan iza t ion  w as  pa r t icu la r ly  diff icult  b ecau se  many potentia l  Whig le ad 

ers and fo l lowers ,  e sp e c ia l ly  evange l ized  P ro tes tan ts ,  r e s i s t e d  the idea

^ L o u  B. W insor ,  "Masonry in Michigan Michigan History,  XX 
(Autumn, 1936), pp . 287-89 . Courier. 1833, p a s s i m . MPHC, XXVII, 410,on Lyon.
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of party and the  need to o r g a n i z e  . .Most of the members of the 

evange l ica l  wing of the Whig party w ere ,  a t  b e s t ,  re luc tan t  members 

of a poli t ica l  party.  The many manifes ta t ions  of antiparty ism by the 

Whig Party in Wayne County and in the s ta te  in the la te  1830‘s t e s t i 

f ied  to the  prominent influence of evange l ica l ism in the origin and 

shaping of the party .

The course  of the Detroit  Courier be tween 1833 and 1835 i l 

lu s t ra ted  how ev ange l ica l s  both r e s i s t e d  and accommodated themselves  

to party organ iza t ion .  In 1833 the Courier propagated Protestantism 

and the pur i tan ica l  code .  It adv ised  i ts  r e a d e r s ,  for example ,  to shun 

in temperance ,  keep the Sabbath ,  and avoid the thea te r , tha t  " s ink  of 

v ice  ( s i c ) . "  (Significantly ,  a prominent Democrat ,  David C. McKinstry, 

opened the f i r s t  thea te r  in Detroit in 1833 .) The Courier had warred upon 

M a s o n s ,  occas io n a l ly  baited  C a th o l i c s ,  and had abhorred par t ies  and 

Democrats .  Gradual ly ,  however,  it sacr i f iced  i ts  hatred of part ie s  to 

i t s  ha tred of Democrats .  Gradually i ts evangel ica l ism and a n t i -C a th o l i 

c ism became sublimated or muted.  The Courie r ' s  secu la r iza t ion  para lle led  

i t s  prepara t ion to embrace the Whig Party.

Early in 1834 it s t i l l  clung to i ts  motto that  "princip les  not party 

or persons" were i ts  "guiding s t a r . "  Religious and reform news st i l l  

dominated the paper .  Gradually such i tems d e c rea se d .  By July a cor

responden t  complained that  the  Courier w as  giving too much a t tention
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to po l i t ic s  and too l i t t l e  to re l ig ion .  F inally ,  on September 24 editor 

Franklin Sawyer,  Jr. , announced tha t  "whigism" was a "venerable  

c a u s e  bounding onwards in i ts  career  with a rapidity  tha t  th ri l l s  i ts 

adv o ca te s  to the very h e a r t ’s c o r e , "  and the marriage was  comple te .  

Sawyer ca l led  for "eff ic ient  organizat ion" and in October he branded 

"poli t ica l  ind if ference" as  the "crying sin of the d a y . "

Yet Sawyer had not ye t  shaken off his own d i s t a s t e  for organi

zat ion:

Opposed as  we are to the dri l l ing t a c t i c s  of Toryism, the truth 
is  no longer to be d isgu ised  tha t  without a sys temat ic  effort on 
the part of i ts  fo e s ,  the  cau se  of republican ism (sic) must soon 
y ie ld  to . . . arbi trary power.  . . . Organization cannot  begin 
too s o o n .51

At b e s t  th e n ,  Sawyer thought par ties  a n ece ssa ry  ev i l .

In January 1835 Courier editor Char les  Cleland warned , after 

organization  had begun in e a r n e s t ,  of the dangers  a ttending pa r t i e s .  

Their main danger ,  he wro te ,  was  tha t  they soon considered  "the s u c 

c e s s  of the party as  more important than the  c au s e s  or i s s u e s  over

52which  they  f ir s t  a r o s e .  "

By January of 1835 the  Courier ' s  edi tors  had re luc tan t ly  a c 

cep ted  party o rgan iza t ion— but not George C o rs e l iu s ,  editor of the

5 *C o u r ie r , February 19, 1834, p .  2/  September 24,  October 8 , 
p .  2,  and November IS, p.  2.

52 C o u r ie r , January 7, 1835, p. 2.
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Ann Arbor Michigan W h ig , formerly an editor of the Antimasonic 

W este rn  Emigrant.  In January Corse l ius  s t i l l  thundered aga ins t  

"Party D isc ip l ine"  and "counter organizat ion" as  unnecessa ry  

e v i l s .  He argued tha t  one party organization  could not ex is t  un le ss  

another w as  arra igned ag a in s t  i t .  Organization had been  the g rea tes t  . 

error of the  New York W higs .  If they had d iscarded  the "contemptible 

tr ickery  of party management"  and t rus ted  in the peop le ,  the Demo

c ra ts  would have co l lapsed  of their  own w eigh t .  Corse l ius  advocated  

the  mechanism of "people met in primary a s se m b l ie s "  ra ther than "men 

working in the c o l l a r s . "  All part ies  smacked of "Van Buren pol i t ics  . . .

a g igantic  system of s lavery  and co rrup t ion ."  They suppressed  d i s s e n t

53a s  he resy  and demanded unthinking submiss ion by ind iv idua ls .

Antiparty sen timent in W ashtenaw County was  not confined to 

C o r s e l iu s .  In January 1835 W ashtenaw Whigs ca l led  for a meeting to 

oppose the "arbi trary ,  in tolerant  and uncompromising course  of those  

with  whom party is a l l ,  the  Common Weal no th ing ,"  and to oppose "the 

d i spos i t ion  to impose the  odious co l la rs  of an odious poli t ica l  d isc ip l ine  

on Freemen. " In 1837 the Washtenaw County Whig Address a t tacked  the 

princip le  of party o rganization  and said  tha t  the a lte rnat ive  for the e i e c -

54to ra te  w as  Whig "liberty of Freemen" ve rsus  Democratic "slavery  of p a r ty ."

53Ann Arbor Michigan Whig, January 15, 183 5, p .  2,  Michigan H is to r i 
ca l  C o l l e c t i o n s .

54
W. T. Groves (ed . ) ,  "The Whigs of Washtenaw, 1835 , " MS,
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During 1835 in Detroit  the  Advertiser became the s u c c e s s o r  to 

the  Courier (Antimasonic-Whig) and the Tournal and Courier (National 

Republican-Whig) as  the  major jou rna l i s t ic  opponent of the  Democrats .

Although committed ear ly to Wiggery ,  the Advertiser o ccas iona l ly  re

vea led  tha t  hos t i l i ty  to par t ies  and "party u sag es "  so ch arac te r i s t ic  of 

Michigan  Whigs  . In October  1836 an anonymous contributer sugges ted  

tha t  al l good men band together to keep par ties  hones t  and argued tha t  

party d iv is ion  was  an  irrational method of coping with publ ic  i s s u e s .

He a t ta cked  the Democrats  for p lacing  party  loyalty  above other loya l

t i e s  and for blindly  adher ing to party  dogma.  This antiparty  e s s a y  con

t a in e d  t inges  of a n t i -C a th o l ic i sm ,  Antimasonry,  and na t iv ism .  The 

author implied tha t  the  Democratic  abdica t ion  of pr ivate judgment was 

foreign and un-American and c losed  by observing that  if the Democrats 

put "Old Nick" on the ir  party t i c k e t ,  the i r  followers would support  h i m . ^

The 1837 Whig S ta te  Address devoted more than half  of i ts a t tention 

to an a t t a ck  on Jacksonian  party organizat ion as s u c h . While  cr i t ic iz ing 

spec i f ic  Democratic u sa g e s  such as the  spoi ls  sys tem,  i t  a t tacked  a lso  

such  general  a t t r ibu tes  of pa r t ie s  a s  "com pactness  " and cen t ra l i zed  authority  .56

BHC. Ann Arbor Sta te  Tournal, October 26 , 1837, pp .  2 -3 ,  Michigan H is 
to r ica l  C o l l e c t i o n .  It w a s ,  of course ,  very l ike ly  that  Corsel ius  wrote 
both of t h e se  docum ents .  It seems reasonab le  to a ssum e that, most of his  
Whig fr iends  shared his sen timents  and approved of his  manner of expres 
s ing them.

^ A d v e r t i s e r , September 12, 1836, October 21, p .  2,  and 22, p . 2,

5 5 Advert iser ,  August 17, 1837. Ih av e  been impressed  by an a n t i -p o l i t i 
ca l  s t ra in  tha t  seems to have  been c h a rac te r i s t i c  of Whig leade rs  . James F.
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Antiparty and an t ipo l i t ica l  f e e l in g / with the a s s i s t a n c e  of the 

Ohio boundary d ispu te  and Whig lack  of power, he lped prevent effec

t ive  Whig organization before 1837. In April 1835 Whigs c rea ted  a rudi

mentary o rganization  in con tes t ing  the e lec tion  of de lega tes  to the  Con

s t i tu t iona l  Convent ion.  It d isappeared  after the e lec t ion .  In the  fall 

1835 e lec t ion  of s t a t e  off ic ia ls  the  opposit ion to the Democrats  made 

the ir  nominations on a non-pa r t i san  b a s i s .  They did not involve "the 

sp i r i t  of p a r ty , "  they  s a id ,  but had tr ied to s e l e c t  men "without regard 

to par ty ,  men who had not made a b u s in ess  of p o l i t i c s ,  and who, if 

le f t  to the i r  own cho ice ,  would prefer remaining in the walks  of private  

l i f e . 1 , 57

The Whigs seemed moribund during 1836 . Char les  Cle land  asked  

Will iam Wood bridge

Where are the  W higs ! We s icken  o 'e r  the ques t ion  can be an 
s w e r e d . If indeed there  s t i l l  e x i s t s  two part ies  among us ,  I can 
only s a y ,  I am ashamed of the  one,  and d isgus ted  with the o t h e r . ^

Joy sa id  tha t  h is  fa ther  had warned him to avoid two th ings  in l ife:  debt 
and p o l i t i c s .  In 1838, Joy, a Whig organizer ,  said  p r ivate ly  tha t  he de
te s t e d  "Po l i t ic ians '  P o l i t i c s . "  Beckman, "James F.  Joy and the  Joy Roads," 
Chapter 1, Another Whig le ade r ,  Jacob Howard, as he became involved in 
po l i t ic s  in the 1830's ca l led  it "most d e te s ta b le  ga rb ag e ."  Holderreid,  
"Jacob Merrit t  Howard ,"  p .  26 .

57Detroi t  Journal and Advertiser ,  September 29,  1835, p .  2 .

^ C h a r l e s  C le land ,  Detroit ,  July 26, 1836, to Will iam Woodbridge,  
Spr ingwel ls ,  Woodbridge MSS.
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In the  1836 Pres identia l  e lec t ion  the  opposi t ion bil led  i t s e l f  as  

a Sta tes Rights Party,  hoping to cap i ta l ize  on the Democratic about face  

on the  Ohio boundary.  After the Democratic vic tory  one Whig paper 

c laimed that  no e lec to rs  had voted "as Whigs" but tha t  the  i s su e  had 

been  between the Democrats and a "genuine s ta tes  r ights pa rty .

As la te  as  April 26,  1837, Whig par t i sans  lamented that  "no regu

la r  Whig organizat ion"  ex is ted  and ca l led  again  for a party .

Shortly thereaf te r Whigs  organized,  al l the while c r i t ic iz ing 

pa r t ie s  and denouncing Democrats  for having such a things as a party .  

Whigs c laimed to be a peop le ' s  movement and not a par ty .  In t ime such 

cla ims d i s ap p ea red .  Yet even after the  party had been  in ex is tence  a 

d e c a d e ,  and had acquired t rad i t ions ,  l o y a l t i e s ,  "moral c o n s t r a in t s , "  

and a ll  the p rac t ices  and hunger for su c c e s s  of its opponents ,  an ti -  

party ism su rv iv e d .

Even a f te r  the  pitched party b a t t le s  of 1840 and 1844 one Whig 

could st i l l  write  tha t  he believed party d is t inc t ions  "in great  measure  

but a n am e ."  And Will iam Woodbridge continued to give speeches  in 

which he a sk e d  vote rs  to support  the  Whig Party while decrying the very 

idea of par ty .  In 1844 he observed that  angry part ies  cut up and d i s 

t rac ted  the country ,  present ing  different measures  and po l ic ies  to the 

voters  who must choose  between them.

59Journal and Courie r ,  November 12, 1836 , p . 2 , December 6 , p . 1.
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I do not at tempt to sc reen  the fact  from anyone; tha t  my Party 
a sso c ia t io n s  are and have been principally  with that  Party called 
Whigs :  but ye t /  I have a lways  deemed it to be my duty ,  to str ive  
a t  l e a s t  to r e s cu e  myself  from the enslaving pre judices  of Party 
as  to leave  my rnind free to act  for the bes t  in te res t  of the Coun
try.  . . .  A philosopher . . . long ago said  that  'Party is the mad
n ess  of the many, for the gain of the F e w ! ' ^

Whigs could st i l l  feel  themselves  involved temporarily in a 

n e c e s sa ry  evil and could s t i l l  feel  morally super ior to their  opponents .

In 1849 a Whig editor,  Rufus Hosmer,  showed the moral detachment with 

which Whigs  could s t i l l  v iew their  party in a se l f - f la t te r ing  post-mortem 

on the d i sas t ro u s  Whig showing in the s ta te  e lec t ion .  Hosmer attr ibuted 

the  Whig de fea t  to many Whigs  balking at the pa r ty ' s  gubernatorial  cand i 

da te

. . . the  body of the  Whig party  / h e  s a id / c a n  never be driven into 
the support  of an  unpa la tab le  nomination by the mere force of party 
d i s c ip l in e .  The charac te r  of the par ty is  such that  no organizat ion 
however perfect  can  serve  to keep it in the t r a c e s ,  u n le ss  the nomi
nations  are a cc e p ta b le .

Our opponents are  differently  co ns t i tu ted ,  or to say  the l e a s t ,  
they p o s s e s s  in the ir  ranks fewer of tha t  c l a s s  of independent men 
who vote ,  or re fuse  to ,  l e s s  upon the d ic ta t ion  of party l e ade rs ,  
than upon the convic t ions  of their  reason  and the d ic ta tes  of their  
own ju d g m en t .

John J. Abbott,  Detro i t ,  December 25, 1844, to Will iam Wood- 
bridge,  W ashington , Woodbridge MSS. MS dated 1844 in Woodbridge 
MSS. Woodbridge 's  image of being above considera tions  "of a mere 
party charac te r"  appear to have  been a key element  of h is  populari ty 
among Whigs  . J. M .  Edmunds,  Ypsi lant i ,  October 3, 1844, to W. W . ,  
Wroodbridge MSS.

r- i
0 "Adver ti ser, November 9, 1849, p.  2.  On Whig organization ,  see  

"C i rcu la r , "  June 28, 1837, MS, BHG.



www.manaraa.com

196

In the  late  th ir t ies  the paradox of continuing Whig' antagonism 

to party in the midst  of par ty-making  was due to a complex of motives 

and condit ions  . Some Whig leaders  and editors probably felt  a personal 

need for s e l f - ju s t i f i c a t io n ,  to quie t  the ir  own doubts and gu il t .  They 

wanted ,  too ,  no doubt,  to r eassu re  their  evangel is t ic  followers tha t  they 

could u s e  and vo te  for a po l i t ica l  party and remain uncontaminated by 

i ts  "baneful e f f e c t s . "  Some wanted ,  cer ta in ly ,  to exploit  the general  

an t ipar ty  fee l ing ,  both secu la r  and pious ,  to Whig advan tage ,  re lying,  

pe rh ap s ,  on the  e l ec to ra te ' s  recogni tion of the Democrats as  the party 

of the  po l i t ic ians  par e x c e l l e n c e .

The Nature of Antiparty Sentiment

Considerab le  hos t i l i ty  to party organizat ion  ex is ted  in the 1830's

and to the  very  idea of a "par ty .  " It seemed to sugges t  to many a failure

of soc ie ty  and government,  a lack  of harmony and social  accord .  Its

foes  thought a party to be an unnatural  and un n ecessa ry  growth on the

so c io -p o l i t i c a l  order.  Many pe rsons ,  l ike the framers of the  American

c o ns t i tu t ion ,  did not fo resee  the r i s e  of the  party or considered it "an

extra const i tu t iona l  e x c re sen c e .  . . .  In ei ther c ase  the poli t ical  party

appeared  a s  an unplanned adjunct to the formal poli t ical  ins ti tu tions  and 

.,62p r o c e s s e s .

6 2Sorauf,  Poli t ical  Part ies  in the  American S ys tem , p.  135.
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In the 1830's c i t izens  saw l e s s  separa tion between government 

and soc ie ty  than is  s een  today .  They thought,  ideal ly ,  tha t  govern

ment and soc ie ty  should p o s s e s s  an organic uni ty .  That government 

w as  a n e c e s sa ry  evil was an assumption shared by men of very differ

ent po l i t ica l  p e r s u a s io n s .  Party organizat ion  seemed a delibera te  con

t rad ic t ion  and mockery of the idea tha t  government ex is ted  to promote 

the  common weal and by suffrance of the commonality.  Party sugges ted  

the  promotion of the par t icu la r ,  of the  art i f icia l  and se l f i sh ,  which was  

unnatural  and unconsitu tional in a broad non- lega l  s en se  as well  as in 

a legal s e n s e .

Secular an t ipar ty  a t t i tudes  such  a s  the  above were shared by 

many different  kinds of p e r so n s .  The most s ign if icant antiparty ism,  

however,  ex is ted  among evangel ized  P ro tes tan ts ,  persons  concerned 

with  leading a pious l i fe ,  with spreading moral reform and the gospe l ,  

and who were  prone to r ev iv a l s .  Their hos t i l i ty  to par ties  was influ

enced primarily by the i r  her i tage  of "left -wing Protes tan t ism,  "_i..e . ,  

Pur itanism,  p ie ty ,  and rev iva l i sm .  To evange l ica ls  the  word "p a r ty ,"  

in a re ligious  con tex t ,  had long had a pe jora tive  meaning s imilar to 

that a t tached  to " s e c t . "  In the 17th and 18th centur ies  rev iva l is ts  

u sed  the word to refer to a r t i f i c ia l ,  unnatural  d is t inc t ions  tha t  ex is ted  

with in  the  universal  Chr is t ian  Church. One minis ter,  for example ,  

warned ag a in s t  "this w re tched ,  mischievous  spiri t  of party" and
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exhorted his  l i s t en e r s  to labor to be Chris t ians  above all e l s e . 6 3

A student of Northern Evangelicals  in the  an te-bel lum period 

has  s e e n  a "profound d is t ru s t  for the  major poli t ical  part ies  among the 

minis try  and the ir  devoted followers Francis Wayland of Brown Uni

v e r s i ty ,  for example,  decr ied the  "ut ter w o r th le s sn ess  of party dis t inc

t ions . 1,3 ̂

To many e v an g e l i c a l s ,  "party" in pol i t ics  came to mean the 

equivalent  of Romanism in re lig ion,  j_._e., submiss ion  of individual 

r eason  and c o n sc ien ce  to a central  interpreter of dogma. Just  before 

the  American Revolution Edmund Burke had a tt r ibuted the  American co lo

n i s t s ' " fierce  spi ri t  of l iber ty"  to their  English her itage and to their  being

"Pro tes tan ts  . . .  of that  kind which is  the most  aver se  to all  implicit

6  5
sub jec t ion  of mind and op in ion ."  Evangelicals  saw part ies  demanding 

tha t  "impl ic it  sub jec t ion  of mind and opinion" in poli t ics  . They opposed 

Masonry partly  b e ca u se  they saw it demanding the same kind of su b jec 

t ion .  Horace  Bushnell ,  the  famous Protes tant c le rgym an , expressed  

su cc inc t ly  the evangel ica l  a t t i tude  to party d isc ip l ine  and regula ri ty .

I do not complain tha t  we have  p a r t i e s . . . .  But in the name of 
God and all tha t  is s ac red ,  I p ro tes t  aga ins t  the  doctrine that  every

6 3Winthrop S.  Hudson, American P ro tes tan t i sm , (ed.), Daniel  
J .  Boorstin,  The Chicago His tory of American C iv il iza tion  (Chicago: Uni
v e r s i ty  of Chicago P r e s s ,  1961), pp .  45 -47 .

^ C h a r l e s  C .  C o le ,  Tr . f The Social  Ideas  of the  Northern Evangel
i s t s ,  1826-1860 (New York: Columbia Univers ity  P r e s s , 1954), p .  153.

C  r
Quoted in Hudson, American P ro te s ta n t i sm , p .  3.
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man shal l  do what his party appoints and jus ti fy  what his party 
d o e s . 6 6

According to Char les  C.  Cole ,  Jr. , Bushnell  gave to part ies  

h is  " cho ices t  condemnation" when he said:  "It is the worst  form of 

Papacy ever invented . ”

It i s  not acc iden ta l  tha t  at l e a s t  s ince  the l830 's  it has  been 

common to hear re lig ious  metaphors in reference to party po l i t i c s .  

Phrases  such as  "poli t ical  chu rch ,"  "par ty dogma, " po l i t ica l  or party 

" fa i th , "  have  long been almost household  words . They sugges t  part ly 

tha t  m en  hold poli t ica l  be l ie fs  about a s  in tense ly  as they hold religious  

b e l i e f s .  Today such words usua l ly  lack  a pejora tive meaning. Not so 

with the evange l ic a l s  in the  1830's and 1840 's .  The re lig ious  metaphors 

meant to them what they meant when they applied them to Catholic ism 

or M asonry .  Masonry ,  for example,  in presuming to be a subs t i tu te  re

l ig ion ,  imposed du t ies  on the individual superseding  all other duties  . 

L ikewise ,  to e v a n g e l i c a l s ,  the "poli t ical  church" imposed loya l t ie s  

supersed ing  th o se  of co n sc ien ce  and re l ig ion .  A po l i t ica l  party  pre

sumed to media te  be tween the individual and his  c o n sc ie n ce ,  and thus 

interfered be tween  the  individual and God.

Evangelicals  p laced  great  va lue  on open persuas ion  as a means 

of gaining adherents  to the evange l ica l  churches  . Because denomina

tions  competed with one another after the Revolution in a context of

66C o le ,  P . 153.
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re lig ious  freedom, the evangelical  churches bent the i r  most strenous

efforts to ga in ,  according to Dr. Sidney Mead, "the free uncoerced

consen t  of the indiv idual.  " Revivals came to be the ch ief  means of

F 7open p e rsuas ion  u sed  by the evangelical  churches .  In evangelical

eyes  pa r t ie s  took on a s in is te r  a sp e c t  b ecause  they, l ike Cathol ic ism

and M asonry ,  did not seem to rely  upon open persuas ion  but ra ther

entrapped and deluded the ir  followers with s ec recy ,  r i tua l ,  magical

and other d e v ic e s .  Ins id ious ly  they gained not the ind iv idua l ' s  "free

F ftuncoerced consen t"  but h is  subm iss ion .

Party regula ri ty  is based  in part  on compromise.  Individuals 

with in  the  party d i s p l e a s e d  with a pos i t ion  or candida te  favored by 

the pa r ty ' s  majority will  u sua l ly  support  tha t  posi t ion  or cand ida te  in 

the  hope tha t  their  pre ferences  will eventually  come to the fore,  and the 

majority often makes c o n ce s s io n s  to miniority pos it ions  or c and ida te s  

to insure  party un i ty .  Evangelicals  in re jecting part ies  as  such or a c 

cepting them as  a n e c e s s a r y  evil  na tura lly  tended to r e jec t  the s t r a te 

g ies  and ra t iona les  of compromise in poli t ics  . They tended to regard 

a choice  be tween  two evi ls  a s  no c h o ice .  Largely for th is  reason  re

v iv a l i s t  Char les  G. Finney sa id  tha t  "No man can  be an honest  man, 

tha t  is committed to a po l i t ica l  pa r ty . "  Finney urged his fo llowers ,

6 7Sidney E, Mead, "Denominationalism: The Shape of Protes
tan t ism in A m e r i c a /1 Church H is to ry , XXIII, 4 (December, 1954), 299.

6 8D a v i s ' s  "Some Themes of Counte r-Subvers ion" ha s  been sug
g e s t iv e  .
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should they be confronted with a cho ice  be tween two ev i l s ,  to make 

no ch o ice .  Perhaps it was b ecause  he was confronted with a choice  

between two ev i ls  that  a pious Detroit  carpente r refused to vote  in the 

c i ty  e lec t ion  of 1832 and recorded in his diary: "I ' l l  none of s i n .  " 6 9

Effects of Antiparty Sentiment

Antiparty sentiment obstructed party organizat ion in Michigan

and par t icu la r ly  Whig organ iza t ion .  Michigan Whiggery,  absorbing the

Antimasonic Party,  inheri ted  its tradi t ion (less intensely) of being an

antipar ty  pa r ty .  There is evidence  sugges t ing  tha t  antipartyism was

not unique with Michigan Whiggery .  A study of the  emergence of the

Whigs  in four Northern s t a t e s — New York, Pennsy lvan ia ,  Ohio,  and

M a s s a c h u s e t t s — concluded ,  as have most h i s to r ia n s ,  tha t  the  Anti-

7 nmasons  went mostly into the Whig Party .  The study a lso  showed 

that  Whig organiza t ion  in the four s t a t e s  emerged as  h e s i tan t ly  and

Cole ,  p .  152. Will iam G.  McLoughlin,  J r . ,  Modern Reviva l 
ism; Char les  Grandison Finney to Billy Graham (New York: Ronald Press,  
1959), p .  117. Fred Landon (ed . ) ,  "Extracts from the  Diary of Will iam C .  
King, A Detroit  Carpenter ,  in 1 8 3 2 ,11 Michigan H is to ry , XIX (Winter, 
1935), 67.

70
John Julius Reed, "The Emergence of the  Whig Party in the 

North: M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  New York, Pennsylvania ,  and O hio ,"  (unpub
l i s h e d  P h .D .  d i s se r ta t io n ,  Univers ity  of Pennsylvania ,  1953) . Reed 
sa id  tha t  whi le  Antimasonry was  a "minor element" in Ohio, it was  of 
"fundamental  importance" in New York, Pennsy lvan ia ,  and M a s sa c h u 
s e t t s ,  where  i t  produced "outs tanding leaders"  who became Whigs "as 
well  as a wing of that  party  / W h i g /  which cons t i tu ted  its ' rad ica l '  wing



www.manaraa.com

202

as  fa lte ringly  as Whig organization in Michigan, if not more so in 

some c a s e s .  The New York W higs ,  for example,  were an "amor

phous"  group, and the  Pennsylvania  Whigs chronically  " lacked ef

fec t ive  o rgan iza t ion ."  In his conclus ions  the  author,  John Julius 

Reed, ch ided  the Whigs for fa il ing to apprecia te  the  v a lu e  of "Or

gan iza t ion ,  leade rsh ip ,  and po l i t ica l  k n o w -h o w . 1,71 But there  was 

much in Reed 's d i s se r t a t io n  to sugges t  th a t  Whigs in the four s t a t e s ,  

l ike  Michigan W higs ,  may have devalued organizat ion and poli t ica l  

know-how and a lso  re s i s te d  the  poli t ica l  party as a n e ce s sa ry  ev i l .

There was a lso  much ev idence  showing tha t  they lacked  the capac i ty  

to compromise .

In Michigan ,  antiparty ism he lps  expla in why more Whigs were 

d i sp o sed  to non-voting than  Democrats . We saw ear lier  the tremendous 

drop-off in Whig voting tha t  occurred be tween  1840 and 1841 and attr ibuted 

th is  part ly to the impact  of the  Liberty Party and partly to condit ions  in

ducing c r o s s - p r e s s u r e s  or apathy among W higs .  The record of e lec t ion  

re tu rns ,  year  by year ,  from 1840 to 1852, shows a chronic Whig d i s p o s i 

t ion  to fall  far behind the  Democrats  in turnout in non -p res iden t ia l  y e a r s , 

and pa r t icu la r ly  in the  odd-year  gubernator ia l  e lec t ions  which were held

as  long as the Whigs endured ."  p .  33.  Ludlum est imated  tha t  two-thi rds  
of the  Antimasons in Vermont became W higs .  Whiggery was strong in 
count ies  prone to revivali sm and abo l i t ion .  Social  Ferment, pp.  118, 126, 
130-32.

71
I b i d . ,  (N.Y.),  p .  142' (Pa.) ,  p .  348; (conclusion),  pp .  486-8 7; 

(Mass  .), p . 190; (Ohio), p p . 247-48 ,  376; and pp . 126-376, p a s s i m .
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in 1841, 1843, 1845,1847, 1849, and 1851. Surveying Whig defeats  in 

Wayne County in 1841 and 1842 the Detroit  Advertiser sa id  it was im

po ss ib le  to secure  a ra lly  of the Whigs un le ss  in a national c o n te s t .

It a t t r ibuted Whig apathy mainly to Tyler’s treachery: "So strong is 

the i r  s e n s e  of tr eachery ,  and so deep their  resen tment ,  that  many of 

them utter ly  re fuse  to take  any further part  in poli t ica l  a c t i o n . "  Again 

looking at  e lec t ion  returns  in Wayne County in 1843 the  Advertiser sa id  

"the Whigs have s ta id  (sic) a t  hom e."  And in 1845 antic ipating a low

turnout in the  fall  e lec t ion  the  Whig paper noted that  "the Whigs  are

72u sua l ly  the la rges t  lo se r s  at such t im e s . "

^ A dver t ise r , November 14, 1842, p .  2; November 16 , 1843 , p .  2 
November 5,  1845, p .  2.
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TABLE 26

VOTES CAST EOR POLITICAL PARTIES AND TOTAL VOTE, 
WAYNE COUNTY, 1840-1852

Year Office Democrat Whig Liberal Total+

1840 President 2 ,2 3 7 2 ,2 4 6 23 4 ,5 0 6

1841 Govenor 2 ,2 4 2 1 ,3 4 6 130 3 ,7 1 8

1842 State Senator 2 ,0 4 4 1 ,3 0 9 127 3 ,4 8 0

1843 Govenor 2 ,1 1 4 1 ,5 6 0 130 3 ,8 1 8

1844 President 2 ,7 3 7 2 ,3 4 5 192 5 ,2 7 4

1845 Govenor 1 ,7 6 1 1 ,5 1 9 205 3 ,5 2 3

1846 Congress 2 ,2 0 1 1 ,7 4 4 146 4 ,2 0 0

1857 Govenor 2 ,0 4 3 1 ,4 6 4 110 3 ,6 1 4

1848 President 3 ,3 0 8 2 ,5 4 4 420 6 ,2 7 2

1849 Govenor 2 ,3 4 9 1 ,6 9 4 4 ,0 5 6

1850 Congress 2 ,9 6 3 2 ,8 7 6 5 ,8 5 3

1851 Govenor 2 ,6 9 3 1 ,4 1 8 4 ,1 2 1

1852 President 4 ,6 8 0 3 ,4 0 7 368 8 ,4 5 5

JLDiscrepancies exist because the small number of 
scattered votes are not given.
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The performance of Whigs and Democrats in Wayne County in 

non -p res iden t ia l  years  shows unmis takably that  Democratic party loy

a lty  was far s tronger than Whig party loya l ty .  The evangelical  origins 

of the  Whig Party and the  p e r s i s ten ce  of antiparty feeling help us to 

unders tand  why W higs ,  who tended  to p lace  much l e s s  va lue  on po l i t i 

ca l  par t ies  than Dem ocra ts ,  " s ta id  at  home" more often than Democrats
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CHAPTER VI

THE PARTIES AND ALIEN VOTING IN THE 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTIONS OF 1835 AND 1850

The Convent ion of 1835 

In the  winter of 1834-1835 Whigs  organized ha s t i ly  to con tes t  

the  e lec t ion  of d e leg a te s  to a Consti tu tiona l Convention .  Then they 

fell  b ack  into d isar ray  and vir tually  d isappeared  until  183 7. What 

c a l led  forth the  effort of 1834-1835 in which Whigs roused themselves  

to such  unusual effor t?  Why did Whigs then  ac t  a s  if a c r i s i s  were at  

hand ?

Michigan  Whigs tr ied in their  in it ia l  burst  of party  ac t iv i ty  to 

gain  influence in making the new c o ns t i tu t ion .  Above a l l ,  they hoped 

to prevent Democrats  from giving a l i ens  or n on -c i t iz ens  the right to 

vo te /  which  the Democrats  seemed to be preparing to do.  The Legi

s la t iv e  Council  had enfranchised  all inhab i tan ts /  including a l i e n s , 

for the  e lec t ion  of d e l e g a t e s .  If the  Democrats  e lec ted  a majority of 

the  d e leg a te s  it seemed cer ta in  that  they would write a lien  voting into 

the  new co n s t i tu t io n .  With foreign bom Catho l ics  s tead i ly  coming into 

Michigan/  the W higs— e sp e c ia l l y  the  evange l i s t ic  and n a t iv is t ic  Whigs 

— saw a l ien  vot ing a s  a th rea t  to socia l  s tab i l i ty  and governmental  in teg

r i ty .

206
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The ske le ton  Whig Party of 1835 was  formed by persons who 

feared for the  cultural  homogenei ty which they thought should underl ie  

soc ie ty  and government.  Early Whig leade rs  tended to regard New Eng

land Protes tant culture  as  the model on which a ll  non-Yankee Protes

tan ts  should shape  th e m s e lv e s .  To W higs ,  ass im i la t ion  usua l ly  meant 

conformity to Yankee Protes tant e th ic s .  U nass im ila ted  e lements  were 

in the ir  eyes  unf it  to d ischa rge  the  dut ies  of a r e spons ib le  c i t i z e n .  All 

of the  ear ly  Whigs  did not share the se  a t t i tudes  and the  party in la te r  

years  did not vo ice  them a s  openly  as it did in 1834-1836, but they re 

mained the a t t i tudes  of a s i z e a b le  faction and exerted great  influence 

on the  pa r ty ' s  cha rac te r  and s ty le .

In the 1835 Const i tu t iona l  Convention the  de lega te s  divided most 

sharp ly  and debated longes t  over the  i s s u e  of a lien  vo t ing .  More than 

any  o ther  th is  i s s u e  sp l i t  Whigs and Democrats  and, s ign i f ican t ly ,  

Democrats  t h e m s e lv e s .  No o ther  i s s u e  engaged the d e leg a te s '  t ime or 

emotions on the  same s c a l e .  The Whigs  had e lec ted  only a small minor

i ty of the  d e l e g a t e s ,  but tha t  minority hurled i t s e l f  ag a in s t  a l ien voting 

as if it had ba t ta l ions  behind i t .

1. His tor ia l  Background.

The Democrat ic  Party organized afte r 1832 around the  objec t ive  

of s ta t eh o o d .  The des i re  to form the new s ta te  government on Demo

c ra t ic  pr inc ip les  and the  d es i r e  to enjoy power in the  new government
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had a s t imula ting effect  on Democratic o rgan iza t ion . 1

The Legis la t ive  Council  had ca l led  a spec ia l  e lec t ion  in 1832 

on the s ta tehood ques t ion  and d ra s t ica l ly  changed the suffrage quali 

f ica t ion  by framing "the most l ibera l  suffrage c lau se  ye t  known in the 

s t a t e s / '  enfranchis ing every " in h ab i tan t . "  Since 1819 vote rs  had been 

"c i t izens  of Michigan Territory" who were "free ,  w hi te ,  male c i t i z en s"  

above 2 1  years  of a g e ,  one y e a r ' s  r e s iden ts  preceding the e lec t ion ,  and 

payers  of a county  or te rri toria l  t a x .  "Inhabitants"  included all non

c i t izens  and no n - tax  payers— even n o n - r e s id e n t s .  Only 3007 men voted,  

however ,  ca s t ing  a 627 majority for s ta tehood .  Governor George F. Por

te r ,  who thought s ta tehood premature ,  pointed out that  in the  1831 e lec 

t ion "although none but qualif ied e lec to rs"  had been e l ig ib le ,  4,435 

vo tes  were c a s t .  He recommended tha t  the  ques t ion  be resubmit ted ,  

thus sp li t t ing with the Democrats  advocating immediate s ta tehood .

Porter died in 1834 and a s ta t ehood- inc l ined  Stevens T. Mason became 

Acting Governor.  In the  summer of 183 4 Congress  failed to p a ss  an en

abling ac t  for Michigan ,and  Mason  and most Democrats impatient ly  be

gan to  i n s i s t  on M ich igan 's  r ight to become a s t a t e .  They prepared to

omake a cons t i tu t ion  without Congress iona l  au thor iza t ion .

*Dorr, "Origin of 1835 Michigan C ons t i tu t ion ,  " pp .  224-29 .

^Act of February 16, 1819, Laws of the  Territory of M ich ig an ,
18 33 (Detroit: Sheldon M'Knight,  1833), pp.  35-36 . Dorr,  "Origin 
of the  1835 Michigan C o n s t i tu t io n ,"  pp.  182-184-8 7, 201.
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Up to th is  point  the  oppos i t ion ,  even the  Detroit  Courier, had 

approved of the  push for s ta tehood ,  but. i t  soon began to su sp ec t ,  and 

rightly-, tha t  the  Democrats intended to have  d e lega te s  e lec ted  to a 

convention  with a ll  " inhab i tan ts"vo t ing . The enabling ac t  which had 

fa iled  in Congress  would have provided that  the e lec tora te  be res t r ic ted  

to c i t i z en s  and tha t  the cons t i tu t ion  be submitted to the people for ra t i 

f i c a t i o n .  The Democrats  in i t ia l ly  in tended doing neither of th e se  th ings .  

The "Whigs charged tha t  they  welcomed,  and probably connived a t ,  the  

de fea t  of the  enabl ing a c t  so that  they could write their  own rules for 

making Michigan a s t a t e .  The Democratic  plan to enfranchise  n o n -c i t i 

zens  "had upon the Whigs  the same stimulating effects  a s  the  statehood

3
i s s u e  had had ear l ie r  upon the  D em o cra t s , "  and provoked the  Whigs into 

organizing a party  l a te  in 1834.

Earlier in 1834 inc ip ien t  Whigs had made ten ta t ive  moves toward 

o rgan iz ing .  In March-"A Republican" called  upon all "genuine republi

c an s "  to counter organize aga ins t  the  Democrats .  A meeting in Detroit  

on April 4, claiming to speak for "the merchant,  mechanic ,  farmer,  and 

common lab o re r , "  p ro te s ted  Jac k so n 's  removal of the  public deposi t s

3
Dorr, pp .  2 05-12; 234. I d i sag ree  with the Democrat ic  plot 

t h e s i s  b e c a u s e  Democrat ic  ac t ions  were not as well  ca lcu la ted  or un i
form as Dorr a s s u m e s ,  and there  was in te rnal d iv is ion  in the  par ty ,  bes t  
documented in the Lyon L e t t e r s .

The suffrage schem e,  sa id  Dorr, was  the  key to Democrat ic  a c 
t i o n s ,  b e c a u s e  it would enfranchise  " la ter  s e t t l e r s ,  the  unpropertied 
c l a s s e s ,  and the foreign e lem en t , "  who would vote  Democratic ,  p .  211. 
Dorr nowhere shows tha t  th e s e  groups voted Democratic .
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from the Bank of the United S t a t e s . 4  However,  when the Whig banner 

first  f lew in i t s  own right in Detroit ,  on December 18, the  Bank War was 

not mentioned,  except  by implication.  The Whigs condemned President 

J a c k s o n ’s "arbitrary po l ic ie s"  and M ich igan 's  "Tories" for introducing 

party spi ri t  and machinery into Michigan l i f e .  The Resolutions and Ad

dress  were full of an t ipar ty  sp i r i t .  The Address ca l led  the  Democratic  

spo i l s  system "this s tupendous system of corruption" which had been 

" t ransp lan ted  from the  s ta t e  of New York where it had long flour ished 

under . . . the  Albany Regency ."  M ich igan 's  Leg is la t ive  Council was 

merely a creatu re  of the Regency and "this  odious party machinery"  was 

now preparing to make a cons t i tu t ion  for the  people of M ich igan .^

The Address welcomed "newcomers" who came seek ing  a new 

home and "hones t  pursuit  of usefu l  industry ,  " then added: "but we

have  no u se  for Tory pr incip les  nor poli t ica l  managers and no u se  for 

the  t a c t i c s  of the ' s p o i l s '  p a r ty . "  The l inking of "newcomers" with 

"Tory t a c t i c s "  meant tha t  the Whigs had no u s e  for the  enfranchisement  

of newly arrived immigrants .  References to corruption in New York held

4
Courier,  March 5, 1834, p .  2; April 2, p.  2.  Tournal and Michi

gan A dver t i s e r , April 9, 1834. S t ree te r ,  Poli t ica l  Part ies in M ich igan , 
p .  6 .

^Broadside,  "Resolutions  of Whig M ee t ing ,  1834, December 18, 
an Address of the Detroit  Genera l  Whig C o m m it te e , " MS, BHC; a lso  
printed in Tournal and Michiga n Adver t iser , December 24,  1834.
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spec ia l  meaning s ince  most of M ich igan 's  na tive  population had come 

from New York. Many Y/higs believed tha t  New York poli t ical  l ife had 

been  ruined by immigrants . Philip Hone, a New York Whig, noted in 

h is  d iary  in 1834: "These Ir ishmen, s trangers  among u s ,  wi thout a 

fee ling of pa t r io t ism ,  or a ffect ion in common with American c i t i z en s ,  

dec ide  the  e lec t ions  in the c ity  of New York ."

H one 's  thoughts were echoed by another  New York ci ty  Whig

in a le t te r  to Will iam Woodbridge,  as the la t te r  was emerging as  one

of M ich igan 's  lead ing  W higs .  Elihu White  told Woodbridge tha t  the

New York Whigs  were a ll  in low spiri ts  because  the Tories had thrashed

them in the l a s t  e lec t ion ,  with the  resu l t  that

we in th is  ci ty  have  got to submit to be ruled by the dregs and ou t-  
c a s t s  of I re land .  Men who know not a l e t t e r  of the  a lphabe t ,  who 
have  been  in the  country 1 mo. or 6  days  . . . decide  who shal l  re 
p resen t  us  in C o n g re s s .  The name of ^ / i l leg ib le /  or any other p reach
er of infideli ty  . . .  is  given to them, and for th is  they will vo te  and. 
no other,  and if the poor devil  cannot vo te  hones t ly ,  he will for a dol
lar  per jure h imself  to oblige the  par ty ,  and then make confess ion  to 
his p r ies t  and get abso lu t ion .  . . . These men are increas ing  in us 
at  the  ra te  of 3 to 400 per y e a r . ' 7

Considera t ions  such as  t h e s e  may have led a Michigan Whig to 

te l l  Woodbridge tha t  he thought cons t i tu t ion  making "not very important"

C
Quoted in Dixon Ryan Fox, Decline  of Aris tocracy , p.  375 n .

^Elihu W h i te ,  New York, November 8 , 1834, to Will iam Wood
br idge ,  Woodbridge MSS.
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except  tha t  "the quali f ica tion  of the e lectors  is I think of v a s t  moment, 

a pivot on which the whole turns.

Concern for ins ti tu tional purity and cultural  homogeneity mingled

with d i s l ike  and fear of Catho l ics  in Whig feelings  . The Democrats

charged that  a t  the i r  December  18 meeting Whigs  insul ted Catho l ics  and

a formal p ro tes t  was  made to Detro i t ’s Cathol ic  Bishop Resd. The Whigs

denied  the  charge ,  but it i s  very l ikely  tha t  some of them were given to

Catholic  ba i t ing .  The ornamental  chairman of the  meeting was James B.

W ithe re l l ,  who, as Territorial Judge,  had c au sed  the ja i l ing of the wel l -

known French pr ies t  Father Gabriel Richard in 1824. Up to 1824 judges

friendly to Richard and the French hab i tan ts  had prevented a lawsui t

brought aga in s t  Richard by an excummunicated par ish ioner  from doing

Richard any damage . Changes  on the  court ,  however,  al lowed Witherell ,

who "had a lways  been ready to c o n v i c t , " to find aga ins t  the p r i e s t .  The

pla intif f  in the  c a s e  a s s ig n ed  the money awarded him to h is  debto rs ,  and
9

they hounded Richard unti l  his dea th  in 1832 .

An incident in the  1835 Convent ion showed that  an t i -Ca tho l ic ism  

and r e s i s t a n c e  to it had become a strong current in Michigan pol i t ics  .

Some d e leg a te s  favored adding a c l a u s e  to the  sec t ion  in the  bill of r ights

o
Simon Perk ins ,  November 26, 1834, to Will iam Woodbridge,  Wood-  

bridge MSS .

9
There is an account  of the  c a s e  in  an  exce l len t  book, George Pard, 

The Catho l ic  Church in D e t ro i t , 1701-1888 (Detroit,  1951), pp .  347-51, (On 
W itherel l  removal ,  s ee  Car te r (ed . ) ,  Territorial P a p e rs , XII, .127-32, 138, 
141-55, 159-69, 171-72.)
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on l iberty  of c o n sc ien ce  providing that  it "not be const rued  to excuse 

a c t s  of l i c e n t io u sn e s s ,  or ju s t i fy  p rac t ices  incons i s ten t  with the peace  

and safe ty  of the s t a t e . "  Delegate  Alpheus White,  a Democrat and a 

Catholic  from W ayne ,  charged that  the amendment was a n t i - C a t h o l i c .

He said tha t  the newspapers  bulged with accusa t ions  aga ins t  the  Cath

o l ic s  similar  to the terms of the  amendment and that  a group of Protes

tan t  clergymen had ju s t  met arid proclaimed that  Cathol icism was a 

danger  to public  s a fe ty .  The amendment’s supporters denied tha t  it 

was  an t i -C a th o l i c ,  but withdrew it .

Whatever the d e leg a te s '  in tent,  the  Whig Tournal and Courier 

left  no doubt as  to why it wanted the l aw .  Without such protection,  it 

s a id ,  al l  sorts  of re ligious  exotica  could be free to come to Michigan: 

Hindus ,  Mormons, "Bacanalian revels  / s i c j "  and,  — getting to the 

po in t ,  — "Convents  with all  the ir  impur it ies,  p r ie s ts  with all  their  

power to do evil may exert  an influence des t ruct ive  to the  public virtue." 

The Tournal would have been hard put to show that hordes of Hindus and 

Mormons were poised  on M ich igan 's  borders awaiting the failure of the 

"peace  and safety"  c lau se  to plunge forward.  C a th o l ic s ,  however,  

were  a lready numerous and increas ing  every d a y . ^

^ H a r o l d  M. Dorr (ed . ) ,  The Michigan Consti tu tional Conven
tions  of 1835-36: Debates  and Proceedings (Ann Arbor: Univers ity  of 
Michigan P r e s s ,  1940), p .  278 (hereafter as Debates) . Tournal and 
Cour ie r , July 29, 1835. Dorr,  "Origin of 1835 Michigan Cons t i tu t ion ,"  
p .  291.
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After the  December 1834 meeting Whig organizat ion spread 

through Wayne and W ash tenaw  Counties and the ou ts ta te  a r e a .  Wood- 

b'ridge thought that  "appearances  are exci t ing and encouraging" but

recognized tha t  Whigs  needed to draw strength "from among Jackson

.,11m en ."

While  Whigs did not succeed  in luring many Jackson ians ,  re

s i s t a n c e  to a l ien  voting developed within the Democratic ranks . During 

the  January 1835 meeting of the  Legis la t ive  Council  the  Democrats d ivi

ded over e lec t ion  and convention  procedure .  Some Democrats held out 

for grea te r  res t r ic t ions  on the suffrage and gained some concess ions :  

inhabitan ts  had to be 3 month r e s i d e n t s , only c i t izens  could be de legates,  

and the de lega te s  were di rected  not to adopt the consti tu tion  but were  to 

dec ide  whether  to submit it  for ra t i f ica t ion  or not.  Democratic Judge Doty 

had been one of the creators  of the  compromise bill which p a sse d  on Jan

uary 26,  1835, and it became known as the  "Doty B i l l . " ^

The bill  d isgus ted  Whigs as did i t s  p a s s a g e  as  a party measure .  

One Whig said  tha t  "the s cen es  which I da i ly  w i tness  of devotion to 

party at the  expense  of tru th ,  honor and honesty  induces  me to believe

■^William Woodbridge , January 5, 1835, to Henry T. Backus,  
Woodbridge MSS. Lewis Allen, Sharon, M'ichigan, January 9, to John 
Allen,  and H. Wright,  Sa l ine ,  Michigan,  January 29, 1835 to John Allen,  
John Allen MSS, BHG .

12 Dorr,  "Origin of the 1835 Michigan C ons t i tu t ion ,"  pp.  2,16, 234- 
35.  Other supporters of the bill were-McDonnel,  Martin ,  Stockton, Farns
worth,  Britain,  Durocher,  and H a s c a l l .
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tha t  we cannot long continue to enjoy the pr iv ileges  of a free govern

m en t . "  The Democratic Party was  de s t i tu te  of ta len t  and "the weight 

of argument is aga in s t  them ."

Their only hope is fou nded upon the  provis ion of the /D o ty 7  
b i l l . . . giving to foreigners . . . the pr ivi leges  of voting away 
the rights of American c it izens  trus ting tha t  in th is  manner they 
will  be enabled to bring into the field their  usual and to (sic) 
commonly su ccess fu l  arguments v iz  Bribery and Corruption.  They 
have  been bus i ly  engaged in th is  City previous to the  p a s s a g e  of 
the Bill and up to the  p resen t  t ime in feeding the  hungry and giving 
bread to the  th i rs ty  (I mean strong drink) not by any means cold 
water indeed their  conduct has  been so marked in tha t  part icular 
that  a Ir ishman was heard to exclaim he could not unders tand what 
he had done to make him so great  a man. . . . ^

Whigs throughout the  terri tory c r i t ic ized  the Doty Bill b e ca u se ,  

as the  Ni les  Weekly  Register put i t ,  " fore igners ,  whether they have re

nounced a l leg iance  to foreign powers or not,  are  thus p laced  on a par 

with nat ive  A m e r i c a n s . " ^  That ominous reference to "a l leg iance  to 

foreign powers" undoubtedly  included a l leg iance  to the  Roman Pope as  

well  as any foreign s t a t e .

The prospect of a l ien  voting was the  major cons idera t ion  prompt

ing Whigs  to organize  in the towns of Wrayne County.  In Spr ingwells,  

Whigs drew up a set  of reso lu t ions  devoted a lmost entire ly  to set t ing

. Kinwiock, Detroit ,  February 5, 1835, to John Allen,  John
Allen MSS.

^ Q u o t e d  in Dorr, "Origin ,"  p.  212 . For the  opinion of the Ann 
Arbor Michigan W h ig , ibid . , p. 217, n . l .  The Democratic Ann Arbor 
Argus , MHC, is f il led with materia l  on Whig nativism .
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forth the  in juries  done to American freemen by a lien  vot ing .  Those 

who were "s t rangers  to . . . Nation and People" and to American 

pr incip les  p o s s e s s e d  not r ight in ju s t i c e  or nature to meddle in mak

ing fundamental  l a w .  It was  "the C i t izens  only ,  e i ther by birth or 

by na tu ra l iz a t io n ,"  who had such  a right .  Will iam Woodbridge,  who 

l ived in Spr ingwell s ,  probably wrote the  re so lu t io n s .

The Whigs of Plymouth,  Greenfield,  Nankin,  Dearbornvil le ,  

Brownstown, and Hamtramck met to organize and pro tes ted  ag a in s t  the 

Doty Bill. They sa id  tha t  the territory was  not yet  prepared for "the 

collar"  of party  control  (Greenfie ld), that  a l ien  voting was "ca lcu la ted  

to advance  the power of an i r respons ib le  cabal"  (Brownstown), and an 

"Assembld Frangaise  a Hamtramck" said  the bill  was  "contrai re a la 

cons t i tu t ion  des  E t a t s - U n i s . " ^

The Wayne County Whig Convent ion 's  Address c r i t ic ized  the 

Doty Bill, accus ing  the Tories of wanting only to use  fo re igners .  If 

foreigners could vote  why could they not serve as d e l e g a t e s ?  The 

Address indirec t ly  answered  charges  of an t i -C a tho l ic ism  by announc

ing that  Whigs  d iscarded  all  " sec ta r ian ism" and embraced "all  the

16various  re ligious  denominations  ."

■^The Springwells re so lu t ions  are  in a manuscript  dated December,  
1834, in W oodbridge 1 s MSS, in his handwrit ing . Plymouth: Tournal and 
Courier, January 21, 1835, p.  2; Greenfield: I b id . , February 4, p .  1; Nankin,  
Dearbornvi l le :  ibid . , February 11, p.  1; Brownstown: ibid , , February 18, 
p .  3; Hamtramck: i b i d . , March 5, p.  1.

^ J o u rn a l  and C our ie r , March 4, 1835, p .  2.
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This convention was  unusual in that  it supported a tax-paying  

qua l i f ica t ion  on suff rage .  I found no other ins tance  of Whigs  in Michi

g a n  publ ica l ly  advocating a property quali f ica tion  or even a tax-paying  

qua l i f ica t ion .  I did find two in s tances  of Whigs advocating property 

qua l i f ica t ions  in private ,  and who c lear ly  would have preferred govern

ment to be based on the "s take  in soc ie ty"  concep t ,  but it is  s ignif icant 

tha t  the two Whigs advocating  such measures  were both ardent n a t iv i s t s .  

C l a s s ,  cu l tu ra l ,  and re lig ious  a t t i tudes  seemed to blend together in their  

thinking on suffrage q ua l i f ica t ions ,  and i t  is very l ikely  that  such a blend 

of a t t i tudes  influenced the Wayne County Whigs who proposed the tax -  

paying q u a l i f ica t ion .  Detroit  c i ty  e lec t ions  st i l l  opera ted  on such a basis ,  

and the 183 5 proposal went beyond both the ci ty  and old terri torial  quali f i 

ca t ion  in that  it required only one y e a r ' s  re s idence  in the s t a t e .  It would 

have  excluded only the t r an s ien t ,  the  very poor,  and the very recen t ly  

arr ived .  At any ra te  the  Whig Territorial Convent ion which met in March, 

1835, decla red i t s  "unquali fied opposit ion" to property qua l i f ica t ions  of

v  n 1 7  any k i n d .

Meeting in Ann Arbor on March 4 and 5 the  Whig Territorial Con

ven t ion  i s su ed  an Address describ ing in de ta i l  the  Democratic plot  to

*7Will iam Woodbridge ,  n . d . ,  1832 , to Governor George B. Porter, 
Woodbridge MSS. Henry P.  Powers ,  Monguagon, October 5,  1835 , to 
Will iam Woodbridge ,  Spr ingwell s ,  Woodbridge MSS. Tournal and Courie r , 
March 4, 1835 , p .  2 ,  February 4, p .  8 . '
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write a l ien  voting into Michigan 's  cons t i tu t ion .  The Tories "an t ic i 

pated"  C o n g re s s ' s  fa ilure to admit Michigan and desired  tha t  fa ilure .

They wished  for the  support  of their  pa rty ,  to have a different 
qual i f ica t ion  for vo te rs  from what Congress p rescr ibed .  For this 
they  were will ing to sac r i f ice  the  subs tan t ia l  in te res t s  of Michi-  
g a n .  . . U

Alien vot ing was  beneath  d i s c u s s io n .  ' The Whigs wanted vo t

ing l imited to natu ra lized  c i t izens  and in s is t ed  that  the  cons t i tu t ion  be 

submitted to the  people  for ra t i f i ca t ion .  The Whig Address was notable  

for i t s  focus on a l i en  vot ing ,  for its vigorous anti-partyism, and b ecause  

it d i s c u s s e d  only one economic i s su e ,  the  Bank of the United S ta te s .  

That amounted to hoping tha t  the Bank would be allowed to die  and be 

forgotten.

During the  campaign for the e lec tion  of de lega tes  Whigs did not

openly c r i t i c ize  foreigners  and C a th o l ic s .  They even held  meet ings for

19"Foreign Em igran ts ."  (These may have been  Protestant "Emigrants" 

but I have not been able to t e s t  tha t  hunch.)  After the April 4 election,  

in which the  Whigs  were trounced , the Tournal and Courier revealed  the 

depth of hos t i l i ty  which Whigs  could feel  aga ins t  foreigners and Catho

l i c s .  The paper br is t led  with xenophobia and a n t i -C a th o l ic i sm .  The

•̂ Tournal and C our ie r , March 2 5, 1835, p.  2.

•^Ib id .  , February 25,  1835, p.  1; April 1, 1835 . Tournal and 
Courier.
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elec t ion  had been dec ided ,  it said, by a liens .  Tory demagogues had 

sold American "birthrights to renegades  and fugit ives from ju s t ic e  and 

from the despo t i sm s  of Europe,"  and to "beings sunk in ignorance and 

beso t ted  with v i c e . "  Some foreigners were v ir tuous ,  but most were 

not .  "Party demagogues ,  e spec ia l ly  in the  s ta t e  of New York, are 

holding out every encouragement to the v i l e s t  of the  o u tc a s t s  of Europe, 

to swarm upon our sh o re s ,  take  p o s s e s s io n  of our polls  and control our 

e l e c t io n s .  The paper charged that  Cathol ic  pr ies ts  had exerted perni

c io u s  in f luence .  The original  Cathol ics  ^ F ren c h -C a n ad ian s7  had been 

quie t  and good c i t i z e n s ,  but "new men" ŷ Tris_h7 led by a "whole host  of 

church func t ionar ies"  had been sen t  among u s ,  "are opposed to our 

soc ia l  s y s t e m ,"  and were str iving to convert  al l  Catholics  to the ir  "ant i

republ ican  d o c t r in e s . "  Pr ies ts  had appealed  for Van Burenism from their  

pulpits  and had sent young seminarians  around to ins t ruc t  Cathol ics  on 

how to v o t e .

The Tournal pointed out that  1433 vo tes  were  polled in the  city 

of Detroit  which con ta ined ,  according to the Tournal, only 450 "legal" 

voters :  "Foreign Paupers"  and "Cathol ic  Mobs" had made the differ

e n c e .  Hencefor th ,  concluded the  Tournal, po li t ica l  par t ies  should not

20be d is t ingu ished  "by any other names than 'Americans ' and 'Foreigners. '"

20Tournal and C our ie r , Apgil 8 , p.  2, See Woodbridge 's  le t t e r  in 
the  same i s s u e  under the  pseudonym of "Algernon S idney ."  A copy of it in 
h is  handwrit ing is  in h is  papers ,  dated March,  183 5 . The Michigan Whig
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Americanism, the  Tournal and Courier la te r  e laborated ,  was  synon

ymous with Pro tes tan t ism. "All that  we  prize  in the  b le ss in g s  of equal 

r ights  and the ina l ienab le  pr iv i leges  of freedom of opinion in poli t ics  or 

re lig ion is the resu l t  of P ro tes tan t i sm ."  Protestantism and Americanism 

inevi tab ly  confl ic ted with Romanism because  it was incompatible with 

free inquiry and l iber ty  of c o n sc ie n ce .  So was  the party d isc ip l ine  of 

the  Democrats  . Now Catholic ism and Van Burenism had joined in unholy 

a l l i an ce  and the  two despo t i sm s  worked hand in hand to convert  American 

freemen into s l a v e s . ^

Not many persons  voted for the Whigs  in 18 35 and not a l l  of those  

who did can  be assum ed  to have  shared the fee lings  of the  editors of the 

Journa l .  But th o se  Whigs  who organized in 1834-1835 did so primarily 

be ca u se  they feared that  the  a lien  bill  portended the  corruption of Michi

gan po l i t ic s  by foreign Catholics  .

2 .  In Convent ion .

The d e leg a te s  e lec t ion  of April did not measure  party strength 

b ecau se  there  were not ye t  two parties  to be measured .  The Democrats 

showed a c lea r  superiori ty  as the  Whigs  e lec ted  some 4-10 de lega tes

said  tha t  about 400 "British and German sub jec ts"  voted in Washtenaw 
County ,  Tournal and C our ie r , April 15, 1835, p .  2.

21April 15, 1835, p .  2, and April 22 .  A similar ana ly s is  appeared 
in the Michigan W h i g .
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out of 89/ but not a l l  of the  others claimed the Democratic label or 

behaved as  Democra ts .  Although one observer thought that  "party 

feel ing has  governed exclus ive ly"  in the  e lec tion/ some candida tes  

made a show of n o n -p a r t i s a n sh ip .  In the Convention de lega te s  were 

quick to deny any imputation tha t  they acted  from pa r t i s an  motives .

The roll ca l l  vo te s  show great  varie ty  of al ignment/  and the Demo

c ra t ic  major ity ,  on key v o t e s ,  usua l ly  polled about 20 l e s s  than
22

would have  been ex p ec ted .

That was  the patte rn  of voting during the e lec t ive  f ranchise  

fight .  D e lega tes  debated suffrage requirements for 5 d ays ,  2 more 

than  consumed by any other i s s u e .  All h is to rians  of the  Convention

have  agreed that  it was  the  most d iv is ive  and most in tense ly  fought

, 23i s s u e .

Wayne County st rongly  supported broad suffrage.  JohnNorvell , 

chairman of the  committee on the f ranch ise ,  Alpheus W hite ,  and John 

R. W il l iams ,  three  leading  advoca tes  of bread suffrage ,  were Demo

cra ts  from W ayne .  Detro i t ' s  Whig newspapers ,  in 1835 and la te r  y ear s ,  

frequently  a ccu sed  Norvell and Will iams of pandering to Irish Catholics  .

^ S c h o o l c r a f t ,  Personal  Memoirs, p .  511. D e b a t e s , pp .  2 57-58; 
"Appendix,  Roll Cal l  of Votes ."

^ D o r r ,  "Origin of the 1835 Michigan C o n s t i t u t i o n , " pp .  271, 277 . 
H em ans ,  Life of Stevens  Thomson Mason, pp.  152-77. S t r ee te r , Poli t ical  
Part ies  in M ich ig an , pp .  2 7-28 . Lanman, Will iam Woodbridge , p .  51.
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W il l iam s ,  a na tive  Catho l ic ,  was re la ted  by marriage to the old French 

popula tion .  W hi te ,  an Irish Catholic ,  was a prominent Catholic  lay 

man and a friend of Bishop Rese'. This is not to say  tha t  these  men 

"represented"  a Cathol ic  or foreign-born " in te r e s t . "  Undoubtedly the 

re la t ionsh ips  be tween them and their  varied groups of cons t i tuents  

were subt le  and complex.  But given the ir  a s so c ia t io n s  N orve l l ' s ,

Williams' ,  and W h i te ' s  support of a l ien  voting and their  d es i re  to en

fr anch ise  the  multiplying foreign populat ion is not surpris ing.  That 

the  foreign born Catho l ics  would support the Democrats i s  hardly sur

pris ing in v iew of the  open Whig hos t i l i ty  to them. An 1834 c e n s u s ,  

in c iden ta l ly ,  showed that  Wayne County contained five t imes as  many 

"a l iens"  as  any other county— 1997 to 421 for Washtenaw County,  Alien 

suf f rage 's  most voca l  opponent ,  Will iam Woodbridge,  was a lso  from 

Wayne and he was  i t s  lone Whig d e leg a te .  It i s  diff icult  to determine 

the  a t t i tude  of the  French n a t iv e s ,  Catholic  or non -C a tho l ic ,  to a lien  

vo t ing .  Lewis Beaufai t ,  a French Democratic po l i t ic ian  from mostly

French Hamtramck in Wayne County,  supported broad suffrage,  but this

24does  not n e ce s sa r i ly  reflec t  the  a t t i tudes  of all the French.

^^The cen su s  is in Car te r  (ed . ) ,  Territorial P a p e rs , XII, 1018-21.
On Alpheus White  see  /R ich a rd  R. E l l io t t / ,  MPHC, XXVI, 268. Wil l iam's  
speech: D e b a t e s , pp .  222-24 .  Will iams'  father married a Campau, a 
leading  French Catholic  family,  Silas Farmer,  History of Detroit  and 
Wayne C o u n ty , II (Detroit: S ilas  Farmer and C o . ,  189 0; third edit ion),
1031. Democrat  Michael Stubbs,  an Irish Cathol ic  from W ash tenaw  County, 
supported broad suff rage,  History of W ashtenaw County,  Michigan (Charles 
C .  Chapman and C o . ,  1881), II, 644-45 .



www.manaraa.com

223

The original  franchise  a r t ic le  presented  by Norvell enbaled 

every w hi te ,  male inhabitant,  over 21, and a 6 month's  re s iden t ,  to 

v o te .  Norve ll ' s  group was will ing,  eventually ,  to extend the r e s i 

dence  requirement to 2 y ea r s ,  while their  opponents  held out for c i t i 

z e n s ,  which involved the 5 year  na tu ra lization  period.  The de lega tes  

debated generally  the ques t ion  of whether voting would be l imited to 

United S ta tes  c i t izens  or whether a s ta te  could enfranchise  anyone 

she  c h o s e .

The opposit ion  first  tried to amend Norve ll ' s  a r i tc le  by broad

ening it to inc lude  Negroes  and Ind ians .  Democrat  Ross Wilkins  of 

Lenawee, a Methodis t  lay -p reache r  and l a te r  a judge,  wanted to s tr ike  

the  word "white" from the  art ic le :  "Paper is white and snow is white ,  

ye t  how many m e n / a r e /  whi te  a s  paper or as snow?"  He said  that  

Negroes are  men and that  "all men are created free and e q u a l . "  Wil

k ins '  generos i ty ,  however,  did not extend to a l i e n s .  He and most of 

the  d e leg a te s  who supported non-whi te  suffrage opposed non -c i t izen  

vot ing .  This conjunction of a t t i tudes  appeared throughout the  country,  

as  Chilton Wil l iamson has  observed .  Persons who favored Negro suf

frage tended to oppose foreigners  voting and usua l ly  were W higs .  

Similarly ,  Norvell 's  Democrats  fell  into a larger pa ttern .  Foremost in 

urging broad su f f rage  they led in opposing Negro suffrage and in expres 

sing racial  p re jud ice .  When the Wilkins '  amendment los t  (6 3-17), the 

an t i -b road  suffrage Democrats tended to support  i t .  The few identi fiable
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W higs ,  however,  contrary to the pattern desc r ibed ,  joined the Demo-
25cra ts  m  oppos i t ion .

As the opposit ion to a l ien  voting developed, the  Whig enclave  

contr ibuted i ts  share and more of outrage,  but the  defection of some 20 

Democrats  was more important.  The defect ion pe rs is ted  desp i te  con

s iderab le  speech-making  and suas ion from broad suffrage men. The l a t 

te r  took orthodox Democratic s ta tes  rights ground that  s t a t e s  had full 

power to determine suffrage requirements and that  United Sta tes  c i t i z en 

ship  had no bearing on a v o te r ' s  status  within a s t a t e .  A person  was  

fi rst  a c i t i z en  of a s ta t e  and secondly a United States c i t i z en .  Norvell 

claimed the measure  would promote prosperity by encouraging industrious 

emigrants to come and that  it embodied the "highest  l ibera li ty  of American

in s t i t u t i o n s . "  Exclus ion of foreigners would mean incorporating "preju-

2 6d ices  and a r i s toc ra t i ca l  d is t inc t ions  into the cons t i tu t ion ."

Woodbridge and the  opposit ion argued that  the ar t ic le  conflicted 

with  the federal  Consti tu tion  and usurped C ongress ' s  power of defining 

c i t i z e n s h ip .  In Woodbridge 's  mind the community which made law for 

i t s e l f  could only be an ethnic or cultural  community.  A represen ta t ive

25 Other de lega te s  supporting non-white  suffrage: Darius Com
s tock ,  Will iam H. W elch ,  Edward D. El l i s .  They opposed non-c i t izen  
vo t ing .  Debates  , pp .  155-56 and Appendix A, roll call  17. For Demo
c ra t ic  Anti-Negro sen t im ents ,  D e b a t e s , pp.  157-59 , 161-62, 163. Chilton 
W il l iam son ,  American Suffrage; From Property to Democracy, 1760-1860 
(Princeton: Princeton Univers ity  P ress ,  1960), pp.  261-67.

^° D e b a t e s , pp.  193-218.
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democracy, he sa id ,  should represent only "the members of the com

munity . . .  i t s  e lemental  parts . . . th e se  only,  who are  of this Anglo- 

American family; in a word,  i ts  c i t i z e n s . "  Congress  required 5 years for 

na tu ra l iza t ion ,  during which the newcomer could learn  about  "our compli

ca ted  system of government."  To qualify as a c i t izen  and vote r a man 

must have  more than "general  in te l l igence"  and an "abs t rac t  devotion to
2

l ibe r ty .  . . . His habi ts  must l ikewise  have been formed upon our model."

Opposi t ion Democrats expressed  l e s s  ethnocentrism than Wood- 

bridge and emphas ized their  concern  for the  abuse  of the ballot  and the 

devaluation  of c i t izensh ip  result ing from a l ien  vot ing .  Few de lega tes  

spoke a s  blunt ly as David White (Monroe): foreigners came to Michigan 

"as  paupers  . . . abso lu te ly  d e s t i tu te ,  and entirely ignoran t ,"  and "were
p o

led  l ike ca t t le  to the polls . 11

The an t i -b road  suffrage Democrats offered a compromise on May 27

29in an amendment presented  by Manning of Oakland. It fa i led ,  31-53, 

and the same day a sl ightly  modified a r t ic le  p a s s e d ,  with the re s idence  

requirement extended to 2 years in the United States and 6 months in the 

s t a t e .  It required that  any unnatura lized inhabi tant  wanting to vo te  must

27 I b i d . , pp. 226, 228 .
p o

I b i d . , pp.  184-92, 173-80; W h i te ' s  remarks ,  p .  220.

^ T h e  Manning amendment would have enfranchised c i t izens  who 
had been  re s iden ts  for six months ,  and every other "inhabitant" residing 
in the  s ta te  at the  t ime of the  adoption of the cons t i tu t ion .  D e b a te s , 
pp .  249, 253-54 .
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take  an oath "renouncing all  a l l eg iance  to any foreign prince,  potentate

or s t a t e , "  and must decla re  his intention of becoming a c i t i z e n .  This

part pa ssed  51-33. A second part ,  enf ranchising all "inhabitants"  r e s i -

30dent on April 4, 1835, p a s se d  68-14.

On June 4 Woodbridge and th ree  other Whigs formally pro tes ted ,  

call ing a l ien  voting unconst i tu t iona l ,  unrepublican,  and un jus t .  Their 

"Protest" expressed  anxie ty over the undermining of cultural  homogeneity 

and the lo s s  of an ces t ra l  vir tues  . The coming of so many European for

e igners ,  with different socia l  and poli t ica l  h a b i t s ,  "seems to have  given 

a different charac te r  to our economical and socia l  in te rcourse .  The sober  

frugali ty and republ ican  s implic ity ,  which marked the manner of our an

c e s to r s ,  seems fa s t  fading away before a . . . too suddenly enfranchised

31
foreign popu la t ion ."

The Tournal and C our ie r , predic tab ly ,  choked with rage over the 

" d i s g r a c e . "  The franchise  was passed  by the  " s laves  of a HIRELING 

DEMAGOGUE" who " spends  his  time in bar-rooms and g ro g -shops ,  a t  

the  corners of our s t r e e t s ,  haranguing and cajoling the tenants  of those 

wicked  abodes  and ruining the moral and poli t ical  charac te r of everyone 

he can  make his  v ic t im ."  (Norvell, I presume?)

30Ibid_., pp .  26 5 -66 .  The vote  on both parts was 55-2 7. The con
c e s s io n s  seem to have  been worked out in meet ings a t  Norvell ' s  home, a t
tended  by Crary,  W ilk in s ,  McDonell and Adam, and the formula proposed 
by M ason .  Note in Mason MSS dated May 2.6, 183 5.

O 1
D e b a t e s , pp.  510-15. Compare the se  Whig anxie t ies  with what 

Marvin Meyers  said were charac te r i s t ic  Democratic anx ie t ies  in his The 
Tacksonian Persuas ion  (Stanford: Stanford Univers ity  P res s ,  1957), pp .  3-15.
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One Monroe County Whig told William Woodbridge tha t  in regard

to the  f ranch ise  there  was  "al ready such a feeling abroad . . .  as cannot

32fail  to a s su re  i ts  recons ide ra t ion ."

Whatever  effect  the  Whigs had, the Democratic minority remained

i r reconc i lab le .  Perhaps fearing that  this group might vo te  aga ins t  the

33enti re consti tut ion,  the  Democratic majority brought forth,  on June 17, 

a compromise that  was  writ ten into the Const i tut ion l imiting voting to 

c i t izens  who had res ided  6 months in the s ta te  and enfranchising all in

hab i tan ts  re s iden t  a t  the  t ime of the signing of the c o n s t i tu t io n . This 

a r t ic le  was subs tan t ia l ly  the same as the  compromise offered ear l ier  by 

Manning . A l a s t -m in u te  at tempt to gain addi t ional non -c i t izen  voting 

came from Alpheus White  and fa i led .  White proposed to enfranchise  

any one year  r e s iden ts  who were compelled to labor  on the roads  of 

the i r  re sp ec t iv e  towns or counties  in payment of taxes  . These laborers 

in Wayne County were, for the  most par t ,  recently  arrived Ir ish Catholics  

There is l i t t l e  doubt that  the f ranch ise  fight had badly sp l i t  the 

Democrats  and tha t  the compromise was  made between Democrats .

32Tournal and Courier,  Tune 3, 1835, p .  1. James Quincy Adams, 
Monroe,  June 17, 1835, to Will iam Woodbridge,  Detroit ,  Wroodbridge MSS .

q q
Dorr, "Origin of the 18 35 Michigan C ons t i tu t ion ,"  p.  317. On 

h is  copy of the June 4 "Protest"- Woodbridge wrote tha t  the Jackson leaders  
changed the ir  pos i t ion  b ecause  they feared that  otherwise Congress "would 
to ta l ly  r e je c t  the ir  C o n s t i t u t i o n . " Wood bridge MSS.

34D e b a t e s , p .  394. George C at l in ,  "Wayne County" MS in the 
George B. Cat l in  MSS. BHC.
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Edward D. Ellis reported to his  readers  in the  Monroe Michigan Sentinel  

tha t  the compromise resu l ted  from "the mutual in terchange of sentiment 

among brothern of the  same princip le— and by means of a cre tidable  and 

honorable c o n c e s s io n ,  to some extent ,  of the  majority to the  v iews  of 

the  minority for which the  la t te r  have every reason  to be t h a n k f u l . 11 35 

Lucius Lyon and John Barry, conserva t ive  Democrats ,  campaigned agains t  

a l ien  voting before and after the convention.  Early in April 1835 Lyon 

wrote to John Forsyth,  Jackson 's  Secretary of S ta te ,  asking him to send 

to Detroit and to John Barry of White  Pigeon "laws now in force for the 

na tura l iza t ion  of Fore igners ."  Lyon explained that  "there are many for

e igners  in tha t  te rri tory ,  and as the people  are about forming a State

3 6government th e se  laws are very much n e e d e d . "  In December 1835 Lyon 

wrote to a friend in New Orleans of the attempt to enfranchise  non-c i t i 

zens  . "This I ,  with my f r iends ,  opposed most s t renuously ,  and finally

^ E l l i s  complimented the Monroe de lega t ion ,  Lyon, W elch ,  Wil 
k in s ,  Briggs, Moore, Mundy, McDonnel,  TenEyck, Cook, and "severa l  
o th e r s . "  "Norvell 's  co u rse ,  in this in s ta n ce ,  is  cer ta in ly  c re tidable  to 
him a s  a man and a p o l i t i c i a n . "  D e b a t e s , pp .  393-94.

33Dorr, "Origin of the 1835 Michigan Cons t i tu t ion ,"  pp .  213-15. 
Floyd B. S t ree te r ,  "The Factional Characte r of Early Michigan P o l i t i c s , "  
M ichigan H is to ry , II, 1 (January, 1918), pp .  165-91. Lucius Lyon, New 
York, April 3, 1835, to John Forsyth ,  in Carter (ed . ) ,  Territorial P a p e rs , 
XII, 891. Barry's a s so c ia t io n  with Lyon: E. Byron Thomas, "Poli t ical  
Ideas  and Activity of John Stewart  Barry, 1831-1851," (Unpublished M as
t e r ' s  t h e s i s ,  Northwestern Univers ity ,  1935), pp.  21-22. Forsyth seems 
to have  been  na t iv i s t  and an t i -Ca tho l ic :  see John Tracy Ell is ,  American 
Cathol ic ism (Chicago: Univers ity  of Chicago P res s ,  1956), pp .  75-76 .



www.manaraa.com

2 2 9

succeeded  in requiring c i t izensh ip ,  which I think will be a sufficient 

pro tec tion for us s i tua ted in the  interior a s  we a r e . " He noted that  

Louis iana  did not enjoy a favorable locat ion s ince  it was  on the  s e a 

board and in the  path of foreign a r r iva ls .  Lyon recommended that  

Louis iana could change i ts  const i tu t ion  to enfranchise whomever it  

chose  and ,  ironica lly ,  echoed Norvell 's  s t a t e s '  rights pos it ion by in

s is t ing  tha t  Congress  could not interfere with such ac t ion .  Louisiana 

could require 15 years  r e s idence  for voting or could prohibit  foreigners 

from voting a l toge ther ,  "as  boys and women a re . "  Lyon said  that  the 

f r anch ise  fight in Michigan had "occasioned a sp l i t  in the  Jackson
o 7

party which in a ll  probabil i ty cannot be h e a l e d . "

3. Summary.

Alien voting failed b ecause  a minority of Democrats refused to 

accep t  i t .  They th rea tened ,  perhaps ,  to vote  agains t  the entire con

sti tution if it  were r e ta ined ,  thereby embarrass ing and spli t t ing the

pa r ty .  Fear of offending Congress  may a lso  have caused  the Demo-

3 8cra t ic  majority to moderate i ts  pos i t ion .  As i t  w a s ,  the i s su e  opened

37Lucius Lyon, December 25,  1835, to C o l .  George W. Boyd, 
New Orleans ,  Lyon Let te rs ,  pp .  46 8 -59 .

38This is  sugges ted  by the de fens iveness  of a le t te r  desc r ib 
ing who voted and who could vote  in Michigan , Lucius Lyon, John 
Novell ,  and I s s a c  Crary,  Washington ,  D. C . ,  December 31, 1836 , to 
Hon. F. Thomas, Chairman of the  Judiciary Committee,  in Carter (ed .) , 
Territorial P a p e r s , XII, 1218-22.
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a f i s su re  which Lucius Lyon said  could not be healed and,  a t  the  very 

l e a s t ,  fo recas t  p o s s ib le  trouble over a similar conf lic t  in the future.

The ques t ion  dividing Democrats seemed to b e ,  not whether or not to 

be friendly to immigrants,  but how friendly to b e .  At s take was poli

t ica l  power and s ta tu s  within the party and s o c ie ty .  Those Democrats 

whose  pol i t ica l  power r e s ted  on or would be increased by foreigners 

vot ing ,  natura lly  sought to inc rease  the foreign-born e lec to ra te .  They 

were opposed by Democrats whose  power did not derive to any s ignifi 

cant  extent from foreign born vo te rs ,  who feared that  a l ien voting en

dangered the s ta tus  q u o , who genuinely doubted i ts  wisdom and con

s t i tu t iona l i ty ,  and who may have  feared lo s s  of power and s ta tu s  within 

the party to r iva ls  fa ttened  by a l ien  votes  . A few Democrats fe lt  as 

many Whigs fe lt  about foreign born Catholics  . The public Democratic 

opposit ion to broad suffrage,  however,  lacked  the nativ ism,  xenophobia,  

and an t i -C a tho l ic ism  expressed  openly by some Whig c r i t ic s  of a l ien 

v o t in g .

Whatever  the internal s tra ins  within the par t ies  in 1835, the  

general  pos tu res  which they presented  to the public were quite differ

ent regarding foreigners and Catholics  . Whig newspapers  cont inued to 

rage aga ins t  foreigners  and Catholics  all . through the summer of 1835 

and 1836 . The Democrats  held a convent ion in August to nominate can 

d ida tes  for s ta t e  offices and dis t inc t ly  reaffirmed the i r  fr iendship for 

foreigners  and Catho l ics  and declared their  opposit ion  to mixing religion
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and p o l i t i c s .  The Convention disapproved of "the course taken by the  

•Whig p a p e r s , to c reate  a spiri t  of Jea lousy and d is trus t  be tween native 

born c i t izens  and fo re ig n e rs . " It promised to r e s i s t  any effort to throw 

odium "upon a portion of our population,  who commend themselves  to 

our sympathy and h o s p i t a l i ty . "  It was even more emphatic on the re

l ig io u s -p o l i t i ca l  i s s u e ,  viewing "the sys tem at ic  efforts . . .  to connect 

re lig ion and p o l i t i c s ,  a s  subversive  of a fundamental  principle in Repub

lican  in s t i tu t io n s ,  a s  conflic t ing di rectly  with the  Consti tu tion of the 

United S ta te s ,  and tending to engender a spirit  dangerous to socie ty ,  

and  to l ib e r ty . "  The Democrats resolved "that the a t tacks  recent ly

made upon our Cathol ic  bre thern ,  are i l l ibe ra l ,  un jus t ,  and meet with

39our decided m is a p p ro b a t io n ."

Because  par ties  were ju s t  coming into being the a l ien  suffrage 

fight and i t s  af termath were of great  importance in forming vote r  loya l 

t ie s  and the  par t ies  acquired not only part of their  c l i en te le s  but an im

portant part of their  t rad i t ions .  Hencefor th,  words spoken and actions  ' 

t aken  by the i r  leade rs  would be seen  by many in the  context of their  

t r ad i t ions ,  and that  context would lend to the words and actions  sym

bolic  meaning often running far deeper  than the i r  f a c e - v a lu e .  Both 

par t ie s  and leade rs  began to " s tandfo r"  cer ta in  th ings— not tha t  what 

they  stood for was  a lways  unambiguous,  not at a l l .  The ambiguity of

^ R a n d a l l ,  "Gubernatorial  Pla tforms, Michigan,  1834-1864," p .7 .
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poli t ica l  language allows leaders  and parties  to stand for several  

things at once ,  and their  abil i ty to sound meaningful while being 

ambiguous is usually an element in their  poli t ical  s u c c e s s .

Will iam Woodbridge 's  actions  in the 1835 Convention probably 

came to have great  symbolic importance for many Whig vo te rs .  Eight 

years  l a te r ,  after Woodbridge had served a year as  governor and three 

year s  a s  United Sta tes  Senator,  a voter wrote to him that  "Your public 

life as  far a s  I am acquain ted has  been pleas ing to the people in parti 

cular and the course  which you pursued at the forming of our s ta te  con-

40st i tu tion was  worthy of your head and hear t .  " (I tal ics mine .) In 

1847 Detroit  and M ich igan 's  Native American newspaper ,  American Vine

yard , came out in support of Taylor for President and Woodbridge for Vice

President in 1848. It printed the 1835 "Protest"  agains t  a l ien  voting to

41show why it supported Woodridge3s nomination.

The Convention of 1850: Democrats,  Whigs, and Foreigners 

In 1850 Michigan again  held a Consti tu tional Convent ion.  The 

public s ty le ,  image, and rhetoric of both the Whig and Democratic

40 John B. Plough, Bristol ,  Lapeer County,  November 28 ,  1843 , to 
Will iam W oodbr idge , W ash ing ton ,  D. C . ,  Woodbridge MSS. Hough wanted 
Woodbridge to send him an opinion on a problem caus ing  contention at 
e lec t ions  every year in his township .  He asked  "Can a c i t izen  of the United 
Sta tes  move into the dominion of Great Britain and take the oath of a lleg iance  
to the British C r o w n /" , /  stay severa l  years  in her M ajes ty  Dominions then (sic) 
move thence  into th is  s ta te  and exerc ise  the right of su f f rage ."

■ 41American Vineyard, April 23 , 1847 , December 14, pp.  1-2.  BHC.
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par t ies  had changed s ignif icantly  in 15 y e a r s ,  yet  the debates  and vot

ing in tne  Consti tu tiona l Convent ion of 1850 reveal tha t  the ir  par t ies '  

a t t i tudes  to the  foreign-born st i l l  consti tu ted  a sa l ien t  i s s u e  dividing 

t h e m .

Nominations of cand ida tes  for convent ion de lega tes  and the. 

short campaign before the  May 6 , 1850 e lec tion of de lega tes  took place  

in a po l i t ica l ly  more soph is t i ca ted  environment than had exis ted  in 1835 . 

There was no "Doty Bill" to throw the Whigs into alarm as  in 1835 and

4 9the i r  county  nominating conventions  appear  to have been routine a f f a i r s .

Although both par t ies  hoped to e lec t  the ir  nominees,  party loy

a lty  was not in tense ly  engaged.  The Democratic  Grand Rapids Enquirer 

did not expect party l ines  to be drawn in the convention ,  and the  Adver

t i s e r  "urged Whigs to nominate "good men, and ,  where i t  can  be done , 

without  d is t inc t ion  of party ,  as no party i s s u e s  are necessa r i ly  involved

4 . ' 4 3in the  c an v a s s  .

Turnout was  low, indicating lack  of in te re s t ,  and there was  a c 

cording to the  Free P r e s s , "more ^/Ticket7  spli t t ing than we heve ever 

known."  N e v e r th e le s s ,  the  D em o cra t s , a s  i n  1 8  3 5 , s w e p t  the

42
Wayne County: Advertiser,  April 19, 1850, p.  2.  Kalamazoo 

County: Ibid . , April 26 , p . 2 .

43 Free P r e s s , May 8 , p .  2.  Adver t iser , April 32, p .  2. Accord
ing to the  Advert i se r  the  g rea te s t  po li t ica l  evil to be remedied by the 
Convent ion was "too much private l e g i s l a t i o n ;" it made government venal 
and mercenary and surrounded it with lobbyis ts  . April 2 3, p.  2.
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44e lec t io n .  Some 80-81 Democrats were e lec ted ,  16-17 Whigs ,  and 3 

Free Soi lers .  These numbers are the minimum and maximum each party 

could have  e lec ted ,  according to the ava i lab le  s o u r c e s . 4 5

After the  e lec t ion  the Advertiser admitted tha t  the W higs ,  r ea l iz 

ing that  they were  in a minority and expecting and wanting no help from 

Free Soi lers ,  had entered the canvass  "with l i t t l e  hope of general  su c 

c e s s . "  The Adver ti ser 's  conso la t ion  lay in knowing that  any success fu l  

Whigs  had been e lec ted  on the ir  own merit s .  Less logica lly  and contrary 

to  the  ev idence  of the  e lec t ion ,  but in a typica l  d isp lay  of antiparty ism, 

the  editors concluded that

The days of caucus  and party drill in Michigan are  numbered. The 
bonds of d i sc ip l in e ,  which have so long been drawn ac ross  the  con
s c ie n c e s  and the  minds of men, have at length become lo osened .

4 6The t ime has  arrived when men will vote  for the  b e s t  c an d id a te s .  . . .

In the  convention the Democrats in i t ia l ly  reported a f ranchise  

a r t ic le  tha t  gave the suffrage to every white male c i t izen  of 21 years  of 

age  who had res ided  in the s ta t e  6  months,  and to "every white male 

inhabitan t who was  permitted to vote  under the  previous consti tu tion of

44Free P r e s s , May 7, 1850, p.  2. Wayne  County returns are in 
the  Adver t i se r , May 17, p.  2.

45 Free Press ,  May 13, p .  2, said 18 Whigs were e lec ted  but named 
only 10. Advertiser,  MaylO, p .  2, sa id  16 Whigs were e lec ted ,  but named 
only 13. I compared the two l i s t s  and checked them in Michigan Biograph- 
ie s  (Lansing: Thorp and Godfrey, 1888). Frederick W . S tevens ,  Michigan 
Const i tu t iona l  Convention of 185 0 ( n . p . ,  n . d . ) ,  p.  12, gave the number 
of Whigs as  no more than 10.

^ A d v e r t i s e r , May 9, 1850, p .  2.
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th is  s t a t e ,  and their  male d e s c e n d a n t s . "  Some Democratic de legates  

then  offered amendments ,  most of which extended the suffrage further. 

One proposed that  every inhabitant  of 2 years  res idency  should vo te .  

Democratic editor and de lega te  John S. Bagg and others were  will ing 

to enfranchise  every inhabitant (otherwise qualified) with only a mini

mal r e s idence  r e q u i r e m e n t . ^

As in 1835 a small  minority (Free Soilers) demanded Negro suf

f r a g e . Again the Democrats  heard that  they were being incons i s ten t  

in profess ing  l ibera l i ty  and res tr ic t ing it to whites  . Mr.  W il l iams ,  

who gave a long, impass ioned speech ,  gibed at the  Democrats:  "Let 

the  natura l iza t ion  laws of the United Sta tes  be the tes t ;  or l e t  gent le 

men go for universal  suff rage,  and admit all men to the rights of e l e c 

to r s .  " But the  opposit ion to only-whi te  voting was again  only a brief 

in terlude and apparently  not of concern to most Whigs and Democrats .

There was no f u l l - s c a l e  debate  in 185 0 as  there  had been in 

18 35, nothing comparable to the  set  speeches  and dramatic exchanges  

of Will iam Woodbridge and John N orve l l . The "conserva t ives  who spoke 

on the  i s s u e  were both Whigs and Democrats .  They said that  Michigan

4 7State  of Michigan ,  Report of the Proceedings and Debates  in
the  Convention  to Revise the  Consti tu tion of the State of Michigan, 1850
(Lansing: R. W . Inga ls ,  1850). (Hereafter c i ted  as  Report . ) ,  pp .  278-79 .

^ R e p o r t , pp .  485-86 . See a lso  pp.  284-96 ,  490-91, for d i s c u s 
s ion of Negro suffrage.
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should not v io la te  United States  natura lizat ion lav /s , tha t  newcomers 

needed 5 years  to le arn  how to read and write Engl ish,  that  specia l  

enfranchisements  ( e . £ . , of inhabitants  res iding in Michigan on Janu

ary 1, 1850) d iscr iminated aga ins t  la te r  a r r iva ls ,  that  our own c i t izens  

needed to be pro tec ted  aga ins t  invasions  of foreigners who could take

control  of the i r  c o u n t ie s ,  and one Whig a sked  why "our young men"

49should not vote  a t  16 years  of a g e .

In 1835 opponents  of non -c i t i z en  voting had argued tha t  it took 

t ime for the  foreign-born  to a ss im i la te  themselves  to American w ays .

The fear of the influence of non-ass im i la ted  foreigners was greater in 

1850 becau se  of the  impact of large German and Dutch immigrations in 

the  la te  1840's . The immigrants had come to the Saginaw Valley and its 

environs in weste rn  Michigan and had se t  up colonies  tha t  were  vir tually 

" l i t t l e  Germanies"  and "l i t t le  H o l lands ."  "It is well known, " said one 

Democrat ,  "that  there  has  been a large emigration from Germany and 

Holland to our State for the  l a s t  three or four y e a r s ,  and that  th e se  emi

grants  have  c lus te red  toge ther ,  and are not d ispersed  among our c i t i z en s ."  ^

One prominent Democrat  sa id ,  in opposi t ion to the  2 year  suf

frage ,  tha t  when foreigners mixed they rapidly became a ss im i la ted ,  "But

49
Remarks of Mr. Sutherland (Dem.),  Report , p.  279; Mr. Hascal l  

(Dem.) p .  279; Mr. Gale (W.),  p .  280; Mr. N. Pierce (W.),  p .  282; Mr. 
Beeson (Dem.),  p .  283; Mr. White  ( W .? ) ,  p .  490; Mr. Hanscom (Dem.), 
p .  493.

^ R e p o r t , p .  496.
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do gentlemen know that to be the c a s e  where large colonies are formed 

without any mixing of American population; co lonies  of thousands; and 

when they  come in and se t t le  the way they do , giving the American 

c i t iz ens  no a c c e s s  to them, and under the control of the ir  re lig ious  

pro tec tors  to so great  a degree  tha t  you can have  no inf luence with-thern.

. . . Z 1 7 "  Under t h e se  c i r cum stances ,  e a sy  suffrage would not qu icken
C 1

Americanization.

In general  the  "conserva t ives"  showed a sens i t iv i ty  for the fee l 

ings of foreigners that  was a tr ibute to the voting s trength the foreign- 

born had acquired by 18 50. A Democrat  from Wayne County,  however,  

v igorous ly  opposed a l ien  vot ing and did not h e s i t a te  to u se  words that  

s ince  1835 had been symbolic of na t iv is t ic  a t t i tudes  and much resented  

by the  fore ign-born .  Henry Fralick said  he feared that  a l iens  would vote 

away our r ights  if suffrage were made too cheap .  Even "the bes t  c la s s  

of fore igners"  did not want the  suffrage cheapened .

It is  too much l ike  driving ca t t le  to market.  They are  imposed upon
5 9by designing demagogues .  c

Fralick was not a typical  Democrat .  His town, Plymouth,  was 

a strong Whig-Liberty  town and one of the most "Yankee" towns in

^ I b i d . , p .  489. Mr. Moore (Dem.) pointed to thousands  of for
e igners  who could not speak  English,  knew nothing of the  l a w s ,  and who 
were  under leaders  "who can control their  vo tes  by th ousands .  " He added, 
"I do not think the democratic party will lo se  one vote" if the  original  art i
c l e  were r e t a i n e d . p.  493.

52 Report, p . 281.
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Wayne C o u n ty . It had been an Antimasonic center and was  a stronghold 

of an t i s lavery  and par ticu la r ly  of temperance sentiment.  In 1853 Fralick,  

as a s ta te  r e p re se n ta t iv e , a s soc ia ted  himself  with the demand for an 

an t i - l iquor  Maine Law. Fralick held many local offices in Plymouth,  was 

a re spec ted  b u s in es sm an ,  and a Congregational is t  , 5 3

Fralick voted aga ins t  non-c i t izen  voting but very few Democrats 

jo ined him. Some of those  who had objected  to the enfranchisement of 

inhabitan ts  of 2 years  voted for enfranchis ing inhabi tants  of 2 1 / 2  years 

who had decla red the ir  intention of becoming c i t i z e n s .  lohn S. Bagg ex

p l ic i t ly  identi fied the  most l iberal  suffrage obta inable  (for aliens) with 

Democratic  p r in c ip le s .  He said that  the  Democratic Party had led the 

way nationally  and s t a t e  by s t a t e  in the  l ibera l iza t ion  of suffrage and 

na tura l iza t ion  l a w s .  During the period of "liberal  progression" Bagg 

h a d  never  heard compla in ts  "except from the opposit ion,  and tha t  the 

a l iens  nine t imes in ten were democrats .  Thus the democratic party,  

in opposit ion to the fede ra l i s t s  and whigs ,  have chased  them from point 

to poin t ,  and whitt led down the time already to that  amount (sic) ."  The 

re spons ib i l i ty  for a l iberal  suffrage a r t ic le  res ted  on the Democracy:

Has the  small  remnant of whigs and free soile rs  on th is  floor any 
re spons ib i l i ty  in th is  matte r?  Not the  l e a s t ,  except to artfully and 
decep t ive ly  defeat  the measure .

^ R e v .  R. C .  Crawford,  "Memoir of Hon. Henry Fra l ick ,"  MPHC, 
XVIII, 318-20.

^ R e p o r t ,  p .  48 7.
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One W hig ,  a t  l e a s t ,  was trying artfully to defeat  the m easure .

In 1835 Wil l iam Woodbridge had openly taken  a stand aga ins t  a l ien  

voting  without regard for consequences  . In 185 0 his s o n - in - l a w ,  Henry 

T. Backus,  led  the  opposit ion to a lien voting but played a subtle  game. 

His major ta c t ic  was to try to a t tach  an amendment to the f ranchise  art i

c le  providing tha t  every e lec tor  would be eligible to a ll  s t a t e  offices 

under the  cons t i tu t ion .  As it w a s ,  only c i t izens  were el ig ible  for office 

and th is  amendment pointed up the in cons i s tency .  At the very le as t  

Backus sought to embarrass  the Democrats .  He said tha t  in offering the 

amendment he was  promoting the "grea tes t  good to the g rea tes t  number,  

without any re ference  to poli t ica l  pa r ty ."  He had no wish  to organize 

"a party f e e l i n g . "

When severa l  Democrats rose  to point  out that Backus 'had earl ier  

voted aga ins t  all l ibera l  suffrage measures  and that  h is  ob jec t  now must 

be to de fea t  the  a r t i c l e ,  Backus— with tongue no doubt well in cheek— 

pro tes ted  that  he rea lly  wanted every newcomer to vote  immediately and 

a sked  "Do not th e se  amendments speak  in trumpet tones of my libera li ty? '  

Mr.  Chapel answered  tha t  he did not think so .

The gen t leman 's  motives may be pure ,  but when a native Ameri
canism endeavored to form a party ,  in Detroit as e lsewhere ,  what

^ Report , pp .  499, 501. Backus presented  a pe t i t ion  from H.  
Eisnack and 20 o thers ,  "natura lized c i t i z e n s , "  asking tha t  the vote  not 
be extended to foreigners unti l  they were "regularly na tu ra lized ."  p .  381.
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was sought s i r?  It was  to proscribe  the adopted c i t izen  who had 
taken out his papers according to United Sta tes  law; and if tha t  
gentleman /Backuj>/ was opposed to i t,  I can only say  that  he is 
an exception to his pa rty ,  for that standard of discr iminat ion was 
ra ised  and openly avowed by t h e m .56

Backus 's  amendment fa iled by a vote  of 52-34 .  In i t s  f inal  

form the f ranch ise  a r t ic le  gave the vote  to all  white  male c i t izens  of 

2 1 , to every inhabitant permitted to vote  in 1835, to every inhabitant 

re s iden t  on January 1, 1850, and to all inhabitants  res ident for 2 1/2 

years  in the  s ta t e  who had decla red their  intention of becoming c i t i 

z e n s — as well  a s  to every "civil ized"  Indian not a member of a tr ibe.

The key vote  was  59-31 (with 10 abs ten t ions ,  mostly Democrats ) .  The 

Free Press  correspondent in Lansing said the Whigs  voted aga ins t  the 

a r t ic le  2-14. The av a i lab le  sources  indicate  that  a t  l e a s t  one Whig 

definite ly  voted  for the measure  and no more than t w o . There were  

def in i te ly  13 Whigs  opposing and probably 14. At a minimum, then ,

76 percent of the Whigs opposed the a r t ic le  and 71 percent of the  Demo- 

57cra ts  supported i t .

The Free Press repor ter  descr ibed  the debate  and maneuvering on

the a r t ic le  and said tha t  some "sickening demagogical  sp eech es  were

made . . . and numerous demagogical  amendments p roposed ."

Mr. Backus . . . w as  the chief demagogue of the day ,  but Will iams 
/ F r e e  S o i l e r / ,  of St .  Cla ir ,  and N. Pierce  / W h i g / /  of Calhoun, were

^ R e p o r t , p.  50 5.

^ R e p o r t ,  505; Free P r e s s , August 7, 1850, p .  2.
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not far behind him. Several amendments proposed by the Whigs 
were right in princ ip le ,  but they were not s incere  in making them, 
and would have voted aga ins t  them had there been a poss ib i l i ty  
of the i r  adoption.

The democrats  well  understood the object of the  minority, and 
exposed the i r  incons i s tency  .58

In reply  to th is  vers ion  of the  proceedings ,  a cor respondent to 

the  Advertiser defended Whig ac t ions ,  charging there was not a "word 

of truth" in the  above report .  The original  art ic le  did not su it  "cer tain 

of the  ultra progress ive"  Democrats . The amendment enfranchising r e s i 

dent a l iens  "was a d irec t  bid for foreign v o te s ,  by the Locos,  in direct  

contravention to the policy and spiri t  of the  law of the United S ta tes ,  

making an uniform ra te  of na tu ra l iza t ion .  Mr. Backus and other de le 

ga tes  p laced  the matter in i ts  true l ight before the convention" with their  

am endm en ts . ^

As the convention came to an end,  the  Free Press reporter re

viewed Whig ac t iv i t i e s  in the convention and said that  on three major 

i s s u e s  the Whigs had voted  along par t i san  l i n e s .  First ly,  they had 

voted for a new dis t r ic t ing  system for the s ta te  l eg is la tu re ,  a l legedly  

becau se  they expected to gain s e a t s  thereby . Secondly,  they voted 

aga ins t  admitt ing newly organized coun t ie s ,  a l legedly because  they 

feared t h e s e  coun t ies  would e lec t  Democrats . Finally,  the  " las t  general 

vo te  of a pa r t i san  charac te r  given by the Whigs" was on the franchise

^ F r e e  P r e s s , July 24, 1850, p .  2 .
5 9

Adver t i se r , July 30, 1852, p.  2.
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a r t ic le ,  where they voted 2-14 agains t  the measure .  The vote  showed

the  "deep sea ted  hatred of the  whig party" for the  fore ign-born.  "In

fac t ,  every action  of the  whig de lega tes  touching the quali f ications  of

v o te r s ,  indicated the s t ronges t  des i re  to d is f ranchise  and a l iena te  from

fi nour ins t i tu t ions  and common country all fo re igne rs . "

If the  foregoing is accepted at face  v a lu e ,  then the  i s su e  of 

a l ien  voting could be considered the  most sa l ien t  i s su e  dividing the 

part ies  in the  Const i tu tional Convent ion of 1850 . Before that  claim 

could be made,  however,  a systematic  ana lys is  of votes  on other ques 

t ions  would have  to be made. Votes on such i s su e s  as  debt exemption,

for example,  would have to be ana lyzed  and compared to the d iv is ions ,

61by par ty ,  on other i s s u e s .

If the  suffrage i s s u e — as  a reflec tion of the pa r t ie s '  a t t i tudes  to 

fo re ig n e rs - -w a s  not the most sa l i en t  i s su e  dividing par t ies  in the 1850 

convention ,  it was  a t  l e a s t  one vita l  point  of divergence between them, 

one that  opened a window into the ir  deeper charac te r ,  and one tha t  had 

lo s t  l i t t l e  of i ts  emotional in tens i ty  or symbolic importance s ince  1835.

6 nOne insult  to the foreigners came in June.  "When the ques t ion  
of what c l a s s e s  should be enumerated in making up the  b a s i s  of represen
ta t ion  was under d i s c u s s io n ,  a very inf luential  member of th is  conservative  
whig or, an t i -dem ocra t ic  party  moved to s tr ike  out the word ' a l i e n . ' "  Free 
P r e s s , August 7, 1850, p .  2.  

fi 1 The debt exemtpion a r t ic le  exempted $500 worth of personal  pro
perty and the individual property of married women from execu t ion .  It 
p a s s e d  by a vote  of 52-21: 5 or 6 Whigs opposed it  and 15 or 16 Democrats . 
A dver t iser , August 2, 1850, p .  3. See al so Lena London, "Homestead Exemp
tion in th e  Michigan Consti tu tion  of 1850 ,"J^ichig_anJiistory/XXXVII, 4 (De
cember,  1953), 385-406 .
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CHAPTER VII

THE PARTIES AND RELIGION :

THE MORALIZATION OF POLITICS

In the 1830"s re lig ious  movements and a tt i tudes  had an influence 

on poli t ics  which we have  not fully apprec ia ted .  Unders tanding this  in

fluence  is v ita l  to unders tanding the b a se s  of party d iv is ion .  His torians  

have long been  aware of the  more spec tacu la r  intrusions of re lig ion into 

p o l i t i c s .  Ant is lavery  s o c i e t i e s ,  for example ,  came out of rev ivals  and 

led  to poli t ica l  an t is lavery  Although the rev iva l is ts  have received much 

scho lar ly  a t ten t ion ,  the  poli t ica l  s ign if icance  of their  a c t i v i t i e s  has  been 

seen  only in re la tion  to specif ic  i s su e s  such as an t is lavery  or temperance,  

but the  broad impact of their  ac t iv i t ie s  as a whole has not been exp lored .

It was  not coincidenta l  that  jus t  a fte r the most in tense  revivals of 

the  "second  great  awakening" (1795-1835) that  poli t ical  part ies  emerged.

3
From about 1800 on cer ta in  religious  leaders  campaigned to "Chris t ianize"

^Gilbert H. Barnes ,  The Antislavery Im pu lse , 1830-1844 (New York: 
1933) . Anne C .  Loveland, "Evangel icalism and ' Immediate Emancipation' 
in American Antis lavery Thought, " Tournal of Southern His tory,  XXXII, 2 
(May, 1966), 172-88.

'John R. Bodo, The Protes tant  Clergy and Public I s s u e s ,  1812-1848 
(Princeton: Pr inceton Univers ity  P ress ,  1954); Cole ,  The Northern Evan
g e l i s t s ; Timothy L. Smith, Revivalism and Social  Reform in Mid-Nineteenth 
Century America (New York: Abingdon Press ,  1957) .

^Franklin Hamlin Li t te l l ,  From State Church to Pluralism (New York: 
Doubleday and C o . ,  I n c . ,  1962), p .  30.
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America.  The rev iva l s ,  as  part of an evangelical  campaign, helped 

launch  s u c c e s s iv e  waves  of moral reform which sharpened e thnore li

gious an tagon ism s .  These c leavages  were s ignificant  determinants 

of party d iv is ion .  An evangel ica l  and an t i -evange l ica l  confl ic t  was  

at the  hear t  of party alignments  in Michigan.  The evangelical  cam - 1 

paign may be considered  as  one long-run  cause  of the very emergence 

of p a r t i e s .

The Whig Party succeeded  Antimasonry as  the  Chris t ian Party 

in Po l i t ic s .  It became the evange l ica l s '  leading pol i t ica l  agent  in the 

drive to Chris t ian ize  America.  The major channels  of evangelical  ef

fort were  the  interdenominationa l benevolent soc ie t ie s  which interlocked 

with one another  and with the Whig Party.

In Michigan ,  Presbyterians  occupied pos it ions  of leadersh ip  in 

benevo lence ,  moral reform, and the Whig Party.  Many were engaged in 

promoting the  evangel ica l  c a u s e s  which the i r  Synod ac tively  championed.

In the l a te  1830's Presbyterianism was virtual ly in open a l l iance  

with Whiggery .  Whig pol icy  re flected Presbyterian and evangel ica l  in 

f luence .  The Democrats  u sua l ly  opposed evangelical  goals or offended 

evange l ica l  s en s ib i l i t i e s  through both their  public and private  behavior.

The early Whig Party 's  sty le  and image bore the  marks of evan

g e l ica l  in f luence .  It broadened i ts  appeal and image from 1836 to 1840 

and tempered and modified i ts  evange l ica l ism ,  and thus was able  to en

l i s t  broad support .  Sti l l ,  the Whig campaign of 1839-1840 is be s t
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charac te r ized  as a form of po li t ica l  rev iva l ism.

His tor ica l  Background

The second great  awakening is sometimes descr ibed  as part of

a "coun ter -a t tack"  ag a in s t  the  irreligious mood of the country during

the  early  nat ional period.  The irreligion of that  period could be seen .

in the  v a s t  number of unchurched persons and in widespread hedonism,

e sp ec ia l ly  on the frontier,  in d ises tab l i shm entar ian ism ,  and in the d e i s -

t i c ,  s ecu la r  tone given the new American government by many Founding
4

Fathers ,  part icula rly  by Jef ferson 's  Republicans .

Clergymen looked a t  the new nat ional arena and saw "a heathen 

na tion— one of the  most needy miss ion  fie lds  in the  world .  They looked 

at  the  new nat ional government,  e spec ia l ly  after 1800, and saw it exud

ing an u n -C h r i s t i an  aura .  Those Protes tant leaders  who reacted  to the 

cha l lenge  cf a hea then  nation and an infidel  government were the "evan-
g

g e l ica l s  ."

Most s tuden ts  of evange l ica l s  have agreed on the ir  chief  a t t r i 

butes: a p rose ly t iz ing ,  miss ionary  impulse; a des i re  to regula te  moral

ity; a C a lv in is t i c  he ri tage  tempered by accep tance  of "new m e asu re s , "

4 /Bernard W eisburger ,  They Gathered at the River (Boston: Li t t le,
Brown and C o . ,  I n c . ,  1958) ,pp. 3-19 .

^Litte l l ,  From Sta te  Church , p.  29.

6See Ludlum's sugges t ive  descr ip tion  of the "Puritan Counter-Re
formation" in Social Ferment, pp .  6 , 30-5 2.
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notably  revivals ;  an emphasis  on religious exper ience  and personal  re 

la t ions  with God; a d is l ike  for ri tual; and par tic ipation  in interdenomina

t ional s o c i e t i e s .

John R. Bodo has  s tudied a rather se lec t  group of Northern "the- 
7

o c r a t s " '  w hose  c a s t  of mind was typ ica l ly  evange l ica l .  Char les  C.

Cole studied a la rger  group than Bodo's which he  called  "E vange l i s t s / 1 

and which overlapped with Bodo's group, including many of the same
o

m e n . °

Char les  I .  Fos te r has  seen  great  cohes ion  in the movement to

C hr is t ian ize  America .

Although the United Sta tes  began its national career in the an t i -  
Chris t ian  a tmosphere  of the  Enlightenment,  it received during its  
most formative years  an in tens ive ,  sys temat ic  indoctr ina tion in the 
ideology of Evangelical  Pro tes tan t ism. The indoctrination was  not 
the work of Protes tant s ec t s  but of an Evangelical  united front.^

The f ron t 's  purpose ,  according to Fos te r,  was socia l  contro l .

Conserva t ives  sought to bring harmony to a socie ty  being rent by socia l

conf l ic ts  be tween rich and poor, e a s t  and w e s t ,  debtor and creditor.

Conformity to Chris t ian  e th ics  would c rea te  social  p re s su re s  to st if le

such  conf lic ts  . * 0

^Bodo, Protes tant  C le rgy , pp.  v i i i - i x ,  9.
o

Cole ,  Northern E v a n g e l i s t s , p .  5.

^Char ies  I . F o s te r , An Errand of Mercy; the Evangel ical  United 
Fron t , 1790-1837 (Chapel Hill: Univers ity  of North Carolina Press ,  1960), 
pp .  v i i - v i i i .

^ . I b i d . , pp .  7, 8 , 132-33, 134. A similar  th e s i s  appears  in Clif
ford S . Gri f fin , Their Brothers ' Keepers:  Moral Stewardship in the United
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F os te r ' s  emphasis  on the cohes ion  and s e l f - c o n sc io u s n e s s  of 

the  evange l ica l s  seems e x c e s s iv e .  Cole ,  Bodo, and others have shown 

the ir  d ivers ity  and the i r  frequent disagreements  . Although they promoted 

conformity,  the ir  ac t iv i t i e s  a l so  inc reased  socia l  confl ic ts :  they inten

s i f i ed ,  for example,  P ro tes tan t -C a tho l ic  antagonism. Many economic 

" c o n s e rv a t iv e s , "  too ,  including rich men, merchants ,  l awyers ,  even 

c lergymen, could be found on the s ide of an t i -evange l ica l i sm .

Like Bodo and Cole ,  however,  Foster saw the evange l ica l s '  p ie t 

ism and m ess ian ism  as  the ir  d is t inc t ive  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s .  Fos te r ' s  evan

g e l ica l s  were "a c lea r ly  defined re lig ious party exhibit ing a t  t imes the 

poten t ia l  of becoming a poli t ica l  party as w e l l .

Thus,  evange l ica l s  were lay and c le r ica l  l e a d e r s ,  usua l ly  Con

gregat ional or Presbyte r ian ,  who had theocra t ic  tendenc ies  and a desi re  

to e s t a b l i s h  conformity to puritan e th ic s .  They usually  engaged in benev'  

olent and miss ionary  en terpr ises  and shared the p ie t i s t  mood of what

Will iam G. McLoughlin has  ca l led  evangelical  or "Arminianized Cal-  

12v in i s m ."  The term will  a l so  be used here  to des igna te  an amorphous

S ta te s ,  1800-1865 (New Brunswick: Rutgers Univers ity  P res s ,  I960).  

■^Foster, United Front, p.  v i i i .

^ W i l l i a m  G. McLoughlin,  J r . ,  Modern Revivalism (New York: 
Ronald P r e s s ,  1959), pp .  8-13. See the  u se  of "evangel ica l"  by John 
L. Thomas, The Liberator; Will iam Lloyd Garrison (Boston: Li t t le,  Brown 
and C o . ,  1963), pp.  57 -69 .



www.manaraa.com

249

pol i t ica l  p ressure  group, and reference will a l so  be made to the  evan

ge l ica l  wing of the Whig Party.

The evangel ica l  c rusade  brought great  ga ins  in church member

ship ,  e spec ia l ly  in the  1820 's .  In 1800, 6 .9  percent  of the  population

13w as  churched: in 1850, 15.5 percen t .

Perhaps the  most s ignif icant su c c e s s  of the "front" lay in the 

way it he lped  religion to permeate  public life and put God in the  pantheon 

of democratic  p o l i t i c ia n s .  Foster said that  the  front "ra ised the  pres t ige  

of Chris t ian ity  to the  point  where belief or a t  l e a s t  the p re tense  of be lie f 

w as  the norm of American behavior" and Bernard Weisburger observed that  

"Few public  po l ic ies  / b y  183j|7 were launched except in His name, and 

few po l i t ic ians  were will ing to r isk  the condemnation of his spokesmen

1 A
the  m in i s t e r s .

The national interdenominational  so c ie t i e s  intermeshed with re 

v iva l ism and propagandized and prosely tized  in the wake of rev iva ls .  The 

ea r l i e s t  s o c ie t i e s  were organized around 1815, for example,  the American ■

Bible Socie ty .  The 182 0's  were the heyday  of the "mania for joining organ- 

15ized movements ,  "  ̂ such as the American Tract Society (1824), American 

Sunday School Union (1824), American Temperance Society,  American Peace

1 3 Lit te l l ,  p .  32 . Cole ,  p.  75.

^ F o s t e r ,  p .  130; W eisburger ,  p.  3.

1 5C o le ,  p . 11. See a l so  Ludlum, Social Ferment, pp.  51-52.
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Society and the  influentia l  American Home Missionary  Society (all 1826) . 

Although in terdenominational,  Congregationali s ts  and Presbyterians  dom

inated  the  soc ie t ie s  . Many of the same men directed various so c ie t i e s ,  

giving the  "benevolent  empire" a kind of interlocking d i re c to ra te . 1 0  By 

1830, sa id  Weisburger ,  "a great  network of Chris t ian  enterprise  was one 

of the  th ings  holding American socie ty  t o g e th e r . " 1 7

The revivals  of the 1820's took a socia l  and pol i t ica l  turn that  

previous  rev ivals  had not taken .  Leaders such as Char les  G. Finney and

Lyman Beecher de l ibe ra te ly  focused on one soc io -po l i t ica l  c a u s e  after a n -

18other ,  e sp e c ia l ly  temperance and s lavery .

In 1827 the  Reverend Ezra Sti les  Ely of the  Third Presbyterian 

Church of Ph iladelphia  cal led  for the formation of a "Chris t ian  Party in 

P o l i t i c s . "  Ely said  that  the major Protestant sec ts  ought to unite in vot

ing only for Chr is t ian  rulers  who "know and believe the doctr ines  of our

holy re lig ion ,  and ac t  in conformity with i ts  p r e c e p t s . " Ely advised

19a ga ins t  organizat ion and recommended only "unofficial  un ion ."

^ S m i t h ,  Revivali sm, p.  30. Bodo, pp.  13-22 . See a l so ,  Me-
Loughlin,  Modern Revival ism, p .  53.

17W eisburger ,  p .  3; a l s o ,  Smith, p .  61.

18Cole , '  Northern E v a n g e l i s t s , pp.  77, 102-03. Early in h is  career  
Finney avoided p o l i t i c s ,  while  Beecher was organizing local so c ie t i e s  into 
p ressu re  groups .  Finney eventually  concluded that  " p o l i t i c s , "  but not party 
p o l i t i c s ,  was an " in d ispensab le  part of r e l ig io n ." Cole ,  p .  133. On Beech
e r ' s  a c t i v i t i e s ,  Thomas, The Liberator, p .  58.

^ J o s e p h  L. Blau, "The Chris t ian  Party in P o l i t i c s , "  Review of Re
l i g io n , XI, 1 (November, 1946), 23,
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Ely's  w ish  was  partly rea lized in the Anti -Masonic  Party.

Friends and foes recognized Anti-Masonry as the  approximation of

20Ely's "Chris t ian  Par ty ."  The ri se  of Anti-Masonry para lleled  the 

ev an g e l ic a l s '  "Great Offensive of 1828-1829, as many benevolent 

so c ie t i e s  began cooperat ing in 1828 in a great  effort to win the
o l

M is s i s s s i p p i  Valley for Chr is t ian i ty .

After Anti -Masonry subsided  in Michigan i t s  sp ir i t ,  as  shown 

ear lier ,  went marching on in the evangel ica l  wing of the  Whig Party.

It a l so  marched on in the  benevolen t  and reform soc ie t ie s  whose  mem

bers  tended to be W h ig s .  In poli t ics  or benevolence  the se  men created

pressure  for, in John Thomas 's  words ,  "the engineering of mass  Ameri-

22can  c o n se n t  to Chr is t ian  l e a d e r s h ip . "

1. The Part ies  and the Evangelicals :  General View.

There is cons iderab le  impress ion is t ic  evidence  suggesting that  

Northern evange l ica l s  overwhelmingly were a ligned with Whiggery.  Bodo

20 McCarthy,  "Ant i-Masonic  Par ty ,"  Annual Report of the American 
H is to r ica l  A sso c ia t io n , 1902, I, 541. Benson, Concept of Tacksonian De
mocracy , pp .  193-94.

^ F o s t e r ,  Uni ted Front, pp.  185-92 .

22 Thomas, p .  57.  Ely thought in 182 7 that  "In ten y e a r s ,  or ce r 
ta in ly  in twenty ,  the  pol i t ica l  power of our country would be in the  hands 
of men whose  charac te rs  have been formed under the influence of Sabbath 
s c h o o l s . "  Blau, Review of Rel ig ion , XI, 25.
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and others  have attr ibuted the alignment to c l a s s  and to a lleged 

evange l ica l  conserva ti sm on economic i s s u e s .  The th e o c r a t s > said 

Bodo, had been  in "virtual ly open a l l iance  with the Federa li st  party"

2 2and "natura lly  the theocra ts  transfered their sympathies to the  Whigs ."

For the Whigs rep resen ted ,  by and la rge ,  the  same c l a s s e s  and 
the same in te res ts  which had been embodied in the Federa l is t  par ty .  
Actually the theocrats  identif ied themselves  with the Whigs even 
more c lo se ly  than they had with the F ed e ra l i s t s .  Theocratic sup
port of the  Federa l is t s  was  confined to the Congregational clergy 
fighting for the survival of the i r  Establ ishment .  Support of the  Whigs 
was not confined to any one denom ina t ion .2^

This explana t ion  re s t s  on assumptions  regarding the c l a s s  char

ac te r  of the Whig Party tha t  are  unfounded. The assumption that  evan

g e l ica ls  were economic conse rva t ives  is quest ionable :  Timothy L. Smith 

ha s  cha l lenged  tha t  notion and argued that  the socia l  gospel movement 

of the  la te  n ine teenth  cen tury  had an te-bel lum evangel ica l  origins . Smith

sa id  that  " l ibera lism on soc ia l  i s s u e s ,  not reac t ion ,  was the  dominant

2 5note  which evange l ica l  preachers  sounded before I860.""

The economic explana t ion  of evangel ica l  a l ignment,  if not invalid, 

is  ye t  to be demonst ra ted .  Bodo sugges ted  a more re levant considerat ion: 

"Both t imes  / w i t h  Federa l is t s  and W h i g s /  the  theocra ts  s ided  with the 

par ty which seemed ready to acknowledge orthodox Protes tanti sm as the

2 2 Bodo, Protes tant C le rgy , pp. 49-50 .

2 ^Bodo, p . 52 .

2 5 Smith,  Revivali sm, pp.  151, 148-77; c f . ,Weisburger ,  They Gath
ered , pp .  155-57, and Thomas, pp.  6 3-64 .
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t i tu la r  nat ional re l ig ion ,  while  accus ing  the other party not only of

soc ia l  rad ica l i sm but of in f ide l i ty . " 2 6 He a lso  observed tha t  as ide

from religious l ibe ra ls  and la ti tud inar ians  the ch ief  opponents of the

theocra ts  were "the po l i t ic ians  of the / o l d /  Republican and Democratic

p a r t i e s .  . . . Their in terpre ta tion of America's  des t iny  was radically

opposed to theocra t ic  doctr ine ,  and they re s i s ted  all  at tempts  of the

2 7theocra ts  to en l i s t  the government."

Cole said  tha t  the  evange l is ts  had "varied" poli t ica l  a f f i l ia 

t io n s ,  but observed tha t  they had become "par ticular ly  vocal"  during 

the  Jackson era and that  they opposed Jackson on "moral grounds .  "

They condemned the spoil s  system and identif ied it  with the Democracy.2® 

Smith did not consider  the po li t ica l  a ff i l iat ions  of rev iv a l i s t s ,  but noted

tha t  the  c lergy had lo s t  in fluence  "in the generations of Thomas Jeffer-

29son and Andrew J a c k s o n . "  Albert F. Post wrote that  the Whigs  accused

the  followers of Jackson of in fidel i ty  and compared the Democratic Party

3 0to Masonry in i ts  harboring of "de i s t s  and in f id e l s . "

American p a r t i e s ,  at  whatever  leve l ,  seem never to achieve  a 

thorough homogenei ty of opinion or ideology.  We refer today, for example,  

to "l iberal" and "conserva t ive"  Republicans or Democrats and rea l ize  tha t

^®Bodo, p . 52 .

2 7 Bodo, p .  25.
2 8C ole ,  Northern E v a n g e l i s t s , pp .  151, 139-40.

2 ®Smith, pp. 38-39 ,  p a s s i m .

2 2 Albert F . P o s t .  Popular Freethought in America,  1825-1850 (New
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"libera l"  Republicans behave  more like " l iberal" Democrats than l ike 

"conserva t ive"  Republ icans .  Liberal and conserva t ive  are  the  opera

t ive  w ords .  The s i tua t ion  is further complicated in tha t  some men are 

l ibera l  on some i s s u e s  and conserva t ive  on o thers .  Similar ambiguit ies 

and fac t ions  and wings ex is ted  in parties in the 1830's .  Not all  Whigs 

were  evange l ica l s  or in favor of evangelical  goa ls ,  nor were all  Demo

cra ts  a n t i - e v a n g e l i c a l . Focusing on the  evangelical  and an t i -ev an g e l i 

ca l  conf l ic t  may exaggera te  the  comprehensiveness  of the se  d is t inc t ions  . 

Many men, leade rs  and fo llowers ,  were Whigs  and Democrats for reasons  

t h a t  had nothing to do with evange l ica l i sm .  But th is  was the most s ignifi 

can t  dividing l ine be tween par ties  in Michigan.

Democrat ic  Secularism and L a is se z -F a i re  Ethics

1. Democratic  Secularism in the 1835 Convention.

The 1835 Consti tu tional Convention debated severa l  i s su e s  in

volving re lig ion and government.  Dorr observed tha t  with the exception

of the suffrage no ques t ions  so stirred the  convention as those bearing

31on re lig ious  freedom. On ques t ions  of religion and ethics  Whigs ,  as 

rep resen ted  by Will iam Woodbridge,  expressed  subs tan t ia l ly  evangel i 

cal  a t t i tu d e s .  Democratic a t t i tudes  tended to be s e c u l a r , la t i tudinarian,  

and a n t i - e v a n g e l i c a l .  The p a r t ie s '  a t t i tudes  to C a tho l ics ,  d i scussed  

ear l ier ,  were  symptomatic of their  general  pos tu re s .

York: Columbia Univers ity  P res s ,  1943), p.  197.

^ D o r r ,  "Origin of the 1835 Michigan C o n s t i t u t i o n p p .  271-72,
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There were p ious ,  even evangelical  Democrats,  but they were 

few. Democrats ,  as will be shown, tended to belong to non-evangel i 

cal  demoninations  and to have  a compartmentalized view of religious 

and s ecu la r  a f fa i rs .  In genera l ,  they simply cared l e s s  about re lig ion.

This helped make them tolerant and pragmatic .  As Nathanie l  Ward of 

Ipswich ,  a seven teen th-cen tury  Puritan s a id ,  "A person  who is will ing

to to le ra te  any re lig ion . . . ei ther  doubts of h is  own or is not s incere  

32in i t . " The Democrats remind one of a group of men who emerged dur

ing the Wars of Religion in s ix teen th -cen tu ry  France known as the poli -  

t iques  or " p o l i t i c a l s , " men who opposed the cont inuat ion of the wars 

and who "bel ieved  tha t  men l ived primarily in the  s t a t e ,  not in the church.

They were will ing to overlook a man's ideas  if only he would obey the

33
king and go peaceab ly  about his b u s i n e s s . "

Yet Democrats  fe lt  strongly about being told what to do in religious 

m a t te r s .  They knew very  well what they did not want .  The 1835 conven

tion adopted a bill of r ights  tha t  was  aggress ive ly  secu la r .  Three sec t ions  

of Article I (4 ,5 ,6 )  guaranteed  freedom of c o n sc ien ce ,  separa ted  church 

and s t a t e ,  and guaranteed equal poli t ical  and civil r ights for individuals  

of "any opinions or belief concerning matters of r e l ig ion ."  The first  c lause  

was  submitted or ig inal ly  as  "Every man has a right to worship Almighty God

op
Quoted in Hudson, American Protes tanti sm,  p.  13.

33
Robert R. Palmer, A His tory  of the Modern World (2nd edit ion,  re 

v ised ;  New York: A).fred A. Knopf, 1961), p .  117.
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according  to the  d ic ta tes  of h is  own c o n s c i e n c e , provided such worship 

does  not lead  to a c t s  of l i c e n t i o u s n e s s , or a breach of the  p e a c e . "  

Democratic  l eader  John Norvell moved success fu l ly  to str ike out the 

words after "provided ,"  saying he wanted to take no chances  on putting 

a loophole  in the consti tu tion  through which sec ta r ian  an imosit ie s  might 

o p e r a t e . ^

When a de lega te  proposed that  clergymen be invited to give a 

da ily  invocat ion ,  a surprising number of de lega te s  rose to debate  the 

matte r,  and a c lea r  con tras t  appeared in the a tt i tudes  of Whig and Demo

c ra t ic  leaders  . Norvell  said he opposed "the adoption of any measure  

by which re lig ion might mingle i t se l f  with po li t ics"  and which might be 

the  f ir s t  s tep  twoard union of church and s t a t e — creeping theocracy ,  as 

it  were ,  by way of a daily  prayer.  Whig leader  Will iam Woodbridge,  on 

the  contrary ,  welcomed a prayer "to inaugurate  proper solemnity" and to 

fo s te r  among the  de lega te s  "direct  perception of the power of God . . . 

yfbyJ a di rect  appeal to His overruling P ro v id e n c e . " A dai ly prayer would

show re sp ec t  for patr io tic  cus toms and, he  c la imed, for "the public s en t i -

35ments  of the  American p e o p le . "

The prac t ice  of dueling was an e s tab l i shed  target  of the evangel i 

cal  c rusade  for moral reform, and evange l i s t s  were outraged above all by

34D e b a t e s , pp.  598, 289-90.

35
D e b a t e s , pp.  119-20, 130-32.
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the e lec t ion  of d ue l i s t s  to public off ice— for example,  Andrew Jackson.  

Evangelicals  contended that  putt ing a due l i s t  in a p lace  of honor was 

tantamount to giving public sanc t ion  to the  e v i l . 3 6  In the  convention 

a Quaker  de lega te  proposed that  any person  fighting or seconding a 

duel be excluded from voting or being e lec ted  to off ice .  Norvell quickly 

warned . tha t  such a measure  gave the leg is la tu re  too much power.  The 

convention  might as well  go fur ther,  he  s a id ,  "and exclude all who may 

u t te r  such language ca lcu la ted  to provoke a cha l l enge .  If they under

take  to deprive a man of h is  r ights for resenting injury . . . t h e y  may go 

to the  end of the  chapter  of d isc re t ion ,  and make every l i t t l e  irregulari ty 

such an of fence .  . . . "  (I tal ics mine.)  He did not approve of dueling

a nd thought tha t  if dea th  re su l ted  from it that  it should be trea ted  "as a

37c r im e ."  His  ra ther ambivalent disapproval  notwithstanding,  Norvell 

was  defining duel ing as a matter of personal  judgment in which the  law 

should not in terfere .  He probably thought pe rsonal codes  of honor took 

precedence  over the law in this c a s e .

Wil l iam Woodbridge expressed  a charac te r i s t i c  Whig des i re  to

regu la te  such  "personal" matters  . He thought dueling

a re lic  of the feudal system; a means of gratifying the angry and 
malevolent p a s s i o n s ,  which had nothing but custom to sanction i t .

36 Cole ,  Northern E v a n g e l i s t s , p .  104.

3^ D e b a t e s , p p . 26 7 -68 .
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. . . the  convention should cut off the  germs of so barbarous a 
p rac t ice .  In h is  na tive  s ta t e  of Connecticu t,  a duel had never  
taken  place;  yet  it had never  been imputed to / i t s  i n h a b i t a n t s /
. . . that  they were def ic ien t  in sentiments  of h o n o r . ^

In a d i s cu s s io n  of freedom of the press  Woodbridge and Nor- 

vell  again  offered cha rac te r i s t i c a l ly  conflict ing op in ions .  The ques 

t ion was whether in l ibel  c a s e s ,  if it appeared to a jury that  the  matter 

charged as  l ibe llous  w as  t rue ,  and "published with good motives and 

for ju s t i f iab le  ends,  the  party should be a cq u i t t ed . "  Norvell moved 

to str ike  out the  "good motives" and " jus t i f iab le  ends"  c l a u s e .  He 

wanted no jury "to determine the in tentions  of any man, when l iber ty  

of the  p re s s  was  co n ce rn ed ."  He then implied that  he was wil l ing ,  as  

a public man, to bear  ab u se  from the  p ress  a s  part  of the poli t ical  game.

Will iam Woodbridge again  objected  to unrestra ined personal 

freedom. He pointed out tha t  s lander  c a s e s  involved not only candi

da tes  for off ice  but tha t  s lander  reached everywhere,  holding nothing 

s a c r e d .  Norve l l1 s amendment le ft  "open the door for the grat if icat ion 

of the  most malignant and v indic tive  feeling,  and g ives  the  malicious 

l ibe l le r  the a s su ra n ce  tha t  he shal l  go f r ee . "  Woodbridge wanted the 

charac te r  of public men to be "freely c a n v a s se d ,  " but he wanted re 

s t ra in ts  on the "outpourings of s landers  through the public p a p e r s ,  of

39
such things as were fit only for the bar room."

^ D e b a t e s , p.  269.

^ D e b a t e s , pp .  292, 295.
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W oodbridge 's  evangel ica l  orientat ion and Norvell 's  a n t i - e v an 

ge l ica l  a t t i tudes  on matters  of re lig ion ,  e th ic s ,  and personal  freedom 

are  c l ea r .  It  is a ssum ed  here  that  their  a t t i tudes  were more or l e s s  

ch arac te r i s t ic  of their  par t ies  .

2 .  Democratic  Secular ism and Higher Education.

The a r t ic le  on education adopted by the  1835 convention touched 

on a point of controversy  between church leaders  and Democratic poli

t i c ians  . The a r t ic le  and the early educational pol icy of the s ta te  regard

ing higher education led in a secu la r  di rection and thwarted early evan

ge l ica l  p ressu res  to e s tab l i sh  denominational  a l t e rn a t iv es .  The educa

t ional system fashioned in the  convent ion was largely the work of Demo

c ra ts  I s s a c  E. Crary and John D. P ierce .  Church leaders  did not object  

to the es tab l i shm ent  of a s t a t e  un ivers i ty ,  but they did not want th is  to 

b e the  only form of higher education av a i lab le .  Pierce,  who became the 

s t a t e ' s  f irst  Superin tendent  of Public Ins truction ,  maintained tha t  the 

s ta t e  system should be the only system a t  l e a s t  until it was  well e s tab 

l i sh ed .  Since 1827 Bapt is ts ,  M ethod is ts ,  and Presbyterians  had been 

ask ing  the Legis la t ive  Council to allow them to incorporate co l leges .

The Council  had permitted the incorporation of schools  but had withheld 

from them the  degree-grant ing  power and had required that  they be open 

to the members of any denomination and sub jec t  to s ta te  in spec -
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t i on .  After 1835 Pierce urged the cont inuat ion of th is  policy by the 

s ta t e  on the  grounds tha t  church colleges  would compete with the new 

un ive rs i ty  and draw off s tudents  and private  support .  Pierce be lieved 

tha t  the un ivers i ty  should be secu lar  and opposed a s epara te  depar t

ment of theology,  but offered a concess ion  to churchmen in a profes

sor  of theology who would teach  the ev idences  of divine  ex is tence  and 

th e  b a s e s  of the  Chris t ian  re lig ion .  In seeking neutral ground to accom

modate all va r ie t ie s  of religious opinion in  the  s ta te  sy s tem ,  Pierce  held 

tha t

There is a medium between bigotry on the one hand and a theism on 
the other.  And-the s u c c e s s  of the Univers ity ,  i ts  l i fe ,  energy, 
and charac te r  and u s e f u ln e s s ,  will e s sen t ia l ly  depend on the adop
tion of tha t  medium c o u r s e . ^

In 1836 the  Baptists  renewed their  agi ta tion for a co llege  and their  

s ta t e  convention appointed a committee to lobby and to r a i s e  funds for i t .  

They eventua l ly  lo s t  hope in the face of what one min is te r ca l led  a prev

a len t  an tipa thy  among po l i t ic ians  aga ins t  denominational movements,  in 

supposed  efforts to secure  a sec ta r ian  control  of the  educational in te re s t s

^ W i l l i s  F. Dunbar,  The Michigan Record in Higher Education (De- 
troit: Wayne State Univers ity  P res s ,  1963), p.  55. Wil l i s  F. Dunbar,  
"Public Versus Private Control of Higher Education in Michigan, 1817-1855," 
MVHR, XXII, 3 (December, 1935), 390-91.

^ Q u o t e d  in Dunbar,  Michigan Record, pp. 57 -58 .  Pierce had been 
a Presbyterian minis ter and was st i l l  an ac t ive  layman.  He had been greatly  
influenced  by Pruss ian  educational id e a s .  Arthur B. Moehlman, Public Edu
ca t ion  in Detroi t  (Bloomington, 111.: Public School Publishing C o . ,  1925), 
p .  55.
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42
of the  co u n ty ."  In 1838 the Presbyterians  launched the most ser ious 

effort  of any group to gain a co l lege  char te r .  They went before the  

legis la tu re  showing that  investments  had been made, land bought,  and 

a President appoin ted to a projected manual labor school to be located 

in M a r sh a l l 0 Whig le ad e r  Jacob M. Howard presented  a bill for the  

incorporation of the  co l lege  to the l e g i s la tu re .  The bill was referred 

to a committee ,  a minority of which ,  Democrats ,  followed Superinten

dent Pierce in arguing tha t  the  re su l ts  of freely granting col lege  charters 

would be a proli feration of weak and ineffective co lleges  . A majority 

of the  committee,  mostly Whigs according to Dunbar,  argued that  volun

tee r s  in the c a u s e  of education should be encouraged, tha t  competit ion 

i n  educa t ion  as  in commerce was healthy ,  tha t  a s ta te  co llege  monopoly

ran aga ins t  re ligious  and poli t ica l  opinion,  and maintained tha t  the peo-

43pie  desi red  the "New England sy s te m ."  In 1839 the leg is la tu re  finally 

agreed to incorpora te  "Marsha ll  C o l l e g e , " al though it hedged the char ter 

with condit ions  and provided tha t  the leg is la tu re  could repal  the  char ter 

by a two- th i rds  v o te .  On the day that  the Presbyterian school was incor

porated the leg is la tu re  a l so  granted a char ter to St. Ph il ip 's  Col lege near

42 Dunbar ,  Michigan Record , pp .  36-38 .  Quota tion in M .E .D .  
Trowbridge, History of Baptists  in Michigan (Michigan State Baptist 
A ssoc ia t ion ,  1909), p .  49.

43 Dunbar,  Michigan Record, p .  112. Holderreid,  "Public Life of 
Jacob Merrit t  Howard,"  p .  38.
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Detro i t .  "This was  a Catholic  in s t i tu t ion ,  and the simultaneous  grant 

of the  two char ters  su g g es t s  some log-roll ing and bargaining among 

Presbyte r ian  and Catholic  m e m b e r s . " ^

Although ne ither Marshall  Col lege or St. Phil ip 's  ever managed 

to ge t  going , Democrats  had led in es tab l ish ing  and preserving  a secu lar  

public  system of higher education while  church le ad e rs ,  e spec ia l ly  Pres

byterian and Bapt is t ,  a ided  mostly by W higs ,  had fought for recognition 

of their  sec ta r ian  in te res ts  in higher educa t ion .

3. L a i s se z -F a i r e  E t h i c s .

Although trad it ional and recent inte rpre ta tions of Democratic ide- 

o logy have  s t r e s s e d  i ts  commitment to l a i s s e z - f a i r e  economic theory,  

in s ta te  affairs in Michigan neither pa r ty ' s  actions  or a tt i tudes  on eco

nomic ques t ions  could be regarded as l a i s s e z - f a i r e .  However,  Demo

c ra t ic  a t t i tudes  to matters  of e th ic s ,  re l ig ion,  and personal freedom 

could be charac te r ized  as l a i s s e z - f a i r e ,  while Whig a t t i tudes  could 

be c h a rac te r i z ed 'a s  regulatory and authori ta rian .

Lee Benson sa id  tha t  the platforms of the  New York and national 

Democrat ic  part ies  in the  1840's res ted  on a concept ion of a "negative 

l ibera l  s t a t e . "  Democrats  wanted the government to p a s s  no laws a t 

tempting any socia l  or economic engineer ing .  W hig"pos i t ive  liberalism,"

44
Dunbar,  Michigan Record , pp .  36-39, 111-13; Dunbar,  MVHR, 

XXII, 397-98 .
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on the  o ther hand favored using government power to af fect  social  and 

economic condit ions  . ^

The gubernator ia l  platforms of Michigan 's  Whig and Democratic 

Part ies  from 1837 to 1845 show that the s ta te  part ies  followed their  national 

pa r ty ' s  l ine on national economic i s s u e s .  During tha t  period Michigan 

Whigs  favored: a na tional bank, a dist r ibution bil l ,  a general  banking 

a c t ,  a ta rif f ,  a uniform national currency, and lake  harbors appropria tions .  

They opposed a su b - t r ea su ry  and annexation of Texas . Michigan  Demo

cra ts  favored a su b - t r ea su ry  and Texas annexation ,  a s  did the  national 

par ty ,  and of the measures  approved by the  Whigs supported only lake  

harbors a p p r o p r i a t i o n s . ^

On s ta te  ques t ions  ft is difficult  to find dif ferences  between the 

p a r t i e s .  In 1837, 1839, and 1841, the  parties  made few if any concrete  

p roposa ls .  The Democrats  did propose and p a s s ,  in 1841, one p iece  of 

soc ia l  leg is la t ion :  a debt exemption law permitt ing workers and others 

in debt to keep  a spec i f ied  part  of the i r  personal property deemed n e c e s 

sary to the ir  continued earning of income. In 1845 both par ties  favored 

a long l i s t  of reforms in the  s t a t e ' s  po li t ica l  and judic ia l  sys tem ,  but

45 Benson, Concept of Tacksonian Democracy , pp .  104-09. Foster 
observed  tha t  for the evange l ica l s  "Polit ical  prosperity  depended upon 
moral p rosper i ty .  The weaker the  government,  the l e s s  power it had to 
control  the p a s s io n s  and in te re s t s  of i ts  su b je c t s ,  the more it was en
dangered by evil c u s to m s . "  United Front, pp .  179-80.

46
Randa l l , "Gubernator ial  Platforms , Michigan, 1834-1854," p . 1-70 .
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the  platforms were a lmost i d e n t i c a l . Both par ties  always claimed to be 

the  most capable  adminis tra tors  of a l imited and "economical" govern

ment-.

In Michigan Democratic l a i s s e z - f a i r e  conf lic ted with Whig ac t i 

v ism over i s s u e s  involving relig ion and m ora ls . .  Democratic secula r ism 

w as  evident in the  1835 const i tu t ion  and in Democratic leader  John Nor- 

v e l l ' s  v iews  on re l ig ion ,  mora ls ,  and government.  Democratic prefer

ence for l a i s s e z - f a i r e  e th ics  will be i l lus t ra ted  further below as  the 

sources  and shape  of Whig activ ism are uncovered . Evangel ical  Whigs 

would have involved the s ta t e  in regulat ing morals and promoting Chris

t i a n i ty .  Michigan  Democrats  in s i s ted  such matters were pe rsona l .  In 

1839 a Democrat ic  newspaper  c h a rac te r i s t ic a l ly  reprimanded an editor

for appointing h imself  judge "over other men 's  c o n sc ien ce  (sic)" and

47equated such a pos tu re  with bigotry and in to le rance .  In 1843 the  Ann 

Arbor Michigan Argus c lear ly  s ta ted  the  Democratic c a s e  in declaring 

i t s  in ten t ion  to a b s ta in  from d i s c u s s i o n  of any "par ticular re lig ious  

tenen ts  (sic) ."

We regard a man's re lig ious  belief as concerning only himself  
and his  Maker.  W e,  there fore ,  shal l  never sully  our columns with 
theologica l  d i spu ta t ions  or b lacken  them with sec ta r ian  controver
s i e s  . ^

^ D e t r o i t  Morning Post  and Craf tsm an , March 16 , 1839 , p .  2 .

48Ann Arbor Michigan Argus , February 1, 1843, p.  2.
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Whig Benevolence and Evangelicalism

1. Piety and Power.

In 1831 Char les  C. Trowbridge described the new Governor of 

M ichigan Territory to  a f r iend. Governor and Mr. Porter,  he sa id ,  im

p re s sed  him a s  ag reeab le ,  informed, and proper pe rsons ,  ye t  Trowbridge 

was  d is t rubed .

Neither of them are p ious ,  however.  How few there  are in the 
s ea t  of power who are— and how earnes t ly  we ought to pray that  
the influence of s ta t io n  and charac te r  might be brought to bear in 
the great  work of the  gospel  . ^

Six years  la te r  Trowbridge became the Whig Party 's  f irst  cand i 

da te  for governor of the s t a t e .  Trowbridge helped manage the Bank of 

M ich igan ,  and his  f inancia l  ab i l i ty ,  it may be a ssum ed ,  was partly 

r e spons ib le  for h is  nomination in a t ime of economic c r i s i s .  More im

por tan t,  however,  was  Trowbridge's  identi fica tion with b e n e v o le n c e . 

Trowbridge had served as Detroit  alderman and mayor,  was a director 

of the  Detroit  and St.  Joseph Railroad Company, a founder of the  H is 

torica l  and Algic S o c ie t ie s ,  a member of various  Bible and Miss ionary  

S o c ie t ie s ,  and had a l ive ly  in te res t  in everything "ca lcu la ted  to pro

mote in t e l l e c tu a l ,  moral ,  and re ligious  c u l tu re . "  A fellow church mem

ber sa id  tha t  Trowbridge's  " in te res t  in religious matters was great  and 

devo ted ,  and while  his  modesty was remarkable he was . . .  a conspicuous

4Q Charles  C .  Trowbridge, Hamtramck, October 23,  1831, to Henry 
R. Schoolc ra ft ,  in Car te r  (ed . ) ,  Territorial P a p e r s , XII, 360.
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and influentia l  leader  in the  / P r o t e s t a n t  E p i s c o p a l  Church . " 5 0

He b e longed , a l s o ,  to an eli te  group of solid c i t izens  who ran 

M ich igan 's  benevolent sys tem .  That sy s tem ,  l ike the national benevo

len t  network, was  "controlled through a ser ies  of interlocking director

a t e s  by a small  number of Presbyterian and Congregat ional  minis ters  

and l a y m e n .

The benevolent system inter locked with Whiggery.  Three repre

s en ta t iv e  benevolent  s o c ie t i e s  in 1833 were the Detroit  Temperance 

Soc ie ty ,  the  Wayne County Bible Society,  and the Michigan Sunday 

School Union. Together they had 47 offices which were fil led by only 

31 dif ferent men. There was most overlap at  top l e v e l s .  Thus Eurotas 

P. H a s t in g s ,  a prominent Presbyterian layman and Whig, was Pres ident 

of both the Temperance and Bible Soc ie ties  and a d irec tor of the  Sunday

School Union. L is ts  of officers of other soc ie t ie s  in the 1830's re-

52vea led  a similar  pa t te rn .

^ J a m e s  V. Campbel l ,  "Biographical Sketch of Char les  C. Trow
b r i d g e , " MPHC^ IV, 478-91.

^ A r th u r  R. Kooker, "The Anti-Slavery Movement in Michigan, 
1796-1840: A Study in Humanitarianism on the  American Frontie r,"  (un
publi shed  P h .D .  d i s se r ta t io n ,  Univers ity  of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 1941), 
p .  87.

5? Detroit  Cour ie r , March 6 , 1833, p .  3; February 26,  1834, p .  2 
April 3, 183 3, p .  3. Pauline Joan Ull rich ,  "The Impact of New England 
Inf luences  Upon the Formative Stages  of the Non-Poli t ical  Ins ti tu tional 
Developments  in Michigan During the Late Territorial Period,"  (unpub
l i shed  M a s te r ' s  t h e s i s ,  Wayne State  Univers i ty ,  1942), pp.  47, 48, 52, 
5 5 - 5 6 , 5 9 ,  84. Kooker, "Anti- Slavery Movement in Michigan, " pp.. 84,- 85 .
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The Michigan Education Society,  a branch of the  American Educa

tion Socie ty ,  was a typical  evangel ica l  organizat ion whose  main aim was 

to r a ise  funds to train Protes tant m is s io n a r ie s .  John Allen, the en te rpr is 

ing founder of Ann Arbor, was Pres ident of the  Society in 1834. Allen had 

been an Antimason and became a leading Whig. He was not a communi

can t  in the Presbyte rian  church,  but his immediate family had founded the 

First  Presbyterian  Church of Ann Arbor. ^  Of the 31 officers of the three 

s o c ie t i e s  d i s c u s s e d  above ,  I was able  to identify the la te r  party aff i l ia

t ions  of 22: 4 were Democrats and 18 were W higs .

Anti -Catholic ism seems to have  been ,  as  e lsew here ,  a s to ck - in -  

t rade  of Michigan benevo lence .  The Education Socie ty 's  1834 Report, for

example,  rang out dire warnings about the spread of Popish influence in 

54th e  W e s t .  Playing upon fears of Popery was a ch ief  means of ra is ing

support for benevo lence .  The spectre  of a common enemy a lso  reduced

55internal  s tr i fe  among P ro te s ta n t s .  Lyman Beecher,  an evangelical  with 

a consuming in te re s t  in Pro tes tan t  unity ,  apprecia ted  very well the  u ses  

of an t i -P opery .  In the  midst  of the "Valley Project"  in 1830 he observed:

^ B i d l a c k , John Allen and the Founding of .Ann Arbor, pp . 2 3-2 4. Allen 
founded Ann Arbor to make money. He inves ted  in sawmills , ra i l roads ,  and 
land companies  . Later he became a Democrat .  His ardent Whiggery of- the 18 3 0' s 
is evident i n t h e  John Allen MSS, BHC, and Woodbridge MSS.

54 Courier,  October 15 , 1834, p .  1
5 5Ray Allen Bill ington, "Anti-Catholic  Propaganda and the Home 

M iss ionary  Movement,  1800-1860," MVHR, XXII, 3 (December,  1935), 
pp .  361-84. McLoughlin,  Modern Revivalism, p.  38.
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The right spiri t  is awake , and strong to preoccupy the Valley 
before his H o l in e s s .  So much good is meant to come out of Popery, 
though it meant not s o . °

What  Beecher meant by the "right spirit" was  partly expressed  

in a le t te r  from Michigan to the evangelical  journal Home M is s io n a ry . 

The le t te r  was  typica l  of evangel ica l  views of the  Catholics :

In Detroit  the  Catho l ics  are building a most spac ious  and splen
did ca th ed ra l .  At Bertrand in Berrien County or nearby, they have a 
c o l leg e ,  and all  southwestern  Michigan and northern Indiana are 
being scoured to obta in  Protes tant children to educa te .  The v i l lages  
on the whole l ine  of our rail roads  are beginning to be fi l led by Pap
i s t s ;  and wherever they p i tch  their  ten ts  and gain an in f luence,  im
morali ty,  in temperance ,  and crime s ta lk  abroad unblushingly .

2.  The Whigs and the P resby te r ians .

Professor Dixon Ryan Fox observed tha t  New England influence on

poli t ics  in weste rn  New York was exerc ised  primarily through the Presby- 

5 8te r ian  Church.  The same might be said  of Michigan, where Presbyte rians

^ Q u o t e d  in Fos te r ,  United Front, p .  207. Foste r commented: "The 
united  front drive for the  Valley needed a competitor to exci te  energ ies  and 
bring in more funds; that  competitor had to be a dreadful foe,  p rec ise  inform 
and s u b s t a n c e ,  mysterious  in power.  Ignorance and s in  were too vague and 
general  . . .  to provide a sa t i s fac to ry  st iumuls . So the Pope, the 'Man of 
S in , '  the  grea t  "Whore of Babylon, '  opened h is  s in is te r  int rigues to move 
h is  empire to the Valley of the M is s i s s ip p i ,  p .  2.05. Yet Foster u n deres t i 
mated the  extent to which evange l ica ls  used  an t i -C a tho l ic  propaganda,  p.  
207. Compare with Sis te r M. Evangeline Thomas, Nativism in the Old North
w e s t ,  1850-1860 (Washington, D .  C . :  Catholic  Univers ity  of America , 1936), 
p . 51.

57Quoted in Thomas, N a t iv i sm , p .  41.

^ D i x o n  Ryan Fox, Yankees and Yorkers (New York: New York Uni
v e r s i ty ,  19 40; reprinted by Ira J. Freedman, I n c . ,  196 3), p .  210.
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had po l i t ica l  influence far out of proportion to their  numbers ,  both as a 

p re ssu re  group and through individual Presbyterians  who had power in 

the  Whig Party and, for a t ime, in the s ta te  government.  Perhaps the 

Presbyter ians  tended to become so in tensely  involved in poli t ics  b e 

c a u s e  they inherited the  puritan tradit ion of "the n e ce s sa ry  in terre la tion-
C Q

ship of civil  and religious l i f e . "  The Presbyterians and Congregation-

a l i s t s  were the most ac t ive  carrie rs  of that  New England culture  in which

re ligion pervaded all  spheres  of l i fe .

The Presbyter ian-W hig  a s so c ia t io n  was manifested in many ways .

Local and s t a t e  Whig m eet ings ,  such as  the  Whig Young Men 's  State Con-

6 0vention of 1837, were often held in Presbyterian Churches .  Meeting in 

church build ings  for public purposes  was  not unusual in a newly se t t led  

area  where few spac ious  bui ldings  ex i s t ed .  Yet, that  Whigs  met often in 

Presbyter ian  churches  was  due l e s s  to a proliferation of those  churches 

than to tha t  denomination providing Whigs with a familiar and congenial  

s e t t in g .  Detroit  Whigs had other buildings ava i lab le ,  ye t  frequently found 

the  Presbyter ian  Sess ion  Room convenien t ,  a s  did the benevolent s o c i e t i e s .

The Presbyte r ian  Michigan  Observor was published in Detroit  at 

the  office of the  Whig A d v e r t i s e r . During the 1838 campaign the  Observor 

printed a sermon which a sked  church members to vote  aga in s t  the incum

bent Democrat ic  admin is tra tion of "profane men" who "condemned" God 

^ B l a u ,  Review of Religion,  XI, 25.

^ A d v e r t i s e r , October ,  1837, August 2, 1843, p .  2, for First  D is 
t r ic t  Convention in C l in to n  Presbyte rian  Church.
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and trampled on His laws . Presbyter ian minis ters  in various parts of

the  s t a t e ,  according to the Free P r e s s , exhorted their  churches  to vote 

fi 1Whig'. During the 1840 campaign the Free Press said  tha t  the sound 

of Tippecanoe (Harr ison)  songs emanating from the Presbyterian Ses 

s ion Room indica ted  the "union of a relig ious sec t  with a poli t ical  party."

The union of "Church and Whiggery ,"  it said gave urgency to the Demo-

82c ra t ic  s logan of "Po l i t ica l ,  c iv i l ,  and Religious Liberty.  Long after 

the  campaign,  an old Detroit  res ident remin isced about the  par t  played 

in it by Reverend George Duffield of D e tro i t ' s  First  Presbyterian Church.

in whig po l i t ic s  the  doctor  could not get al l  to follow him. In 
the log cab in ,  hard c ider campaign some of h is  democratic members 
. . . th rea tened  to nail up the ir  pew doors - -M ajo r  Kears ley,  Jonas 
Titus J/ D emocrati c p o l i t ic ians / 7 and o thers— if he did not stop preach
ing p o l i t i c s ,  b eca u se  for s ix  Sundays / h e  had not prayed for Pres i
dent Van BurenZ. The Dr.  said  if that  was  so he did not know i t .  He 
meant as in duty bound, to pray for all who needed prayer,  and he 
knew of no one who needed it more than Martin Van B u r e n . ^

In the  midst  of the campaign Democrat Lucius Lyon descr ibed  to 

h is  brother Whig policy s ince  1839: "Jacob M. Howard was nominated 

for cong ress  by the Whigs . . .  in pursuance ,  I suppose ,  of the  central  

policy  which has  concentra ted  all o f f ices ,  al l  appoin tm ents ,  al l patron

age  and all power here in the c i ty  of Detroit in the Presbyterian church 

and in the Bank of Michigan ever  s ince  that  party got the a s c e n d a n c y .

 ̂^Free P r e s s , December 3, 1838.

^ Free P r e s s , October 1, 1840, p.  2.

^ R e v e r e n d  W . Fitch,  "Reminiscences  of Detroit ," MPHC, V,538.
C /

Lucius Lyon, Detroit,  September 13, 1840, toT .H .L yon ,  Lyon Le t te rs ,
p .  537. •
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(Lyon w as  an Episcopal ian  and in te res ted  in advancing the in te res ts  of 

tha t  church in Michigan.)

In 1840 the Democrats concentra ted  the ir  poli t ica l  fire on the 

a l leged  a l l iance  of Whiggery and the banks ,  but in the 1841 gubernatorial  

campaign the  Free Press  shifted its main a s s a u l t  aga ins t  the Presbyte rian- 

Whig ^entente cord ia l^ .  Religion was  a sa l i en t  i s sue  in 1841 because  the 

Whigs  were making dark hints  about  the  "peculiar re lig ious  opinions" of 

John Barry, the Democratic  c and ida te .  Barry was known to be a re lig ious  

sk ep t i c ,  al though during the campaign the Democrats claimed that  he was 

a U ni ta r ian .  The Advertiser reported tha t  as a s t a t e  rep resen ta t ive  Barry 

habi tua l ly  cursed  and made "coarse  jokes"  about  the  birth of the Savior 

in the  l e g i s l a t i v e  ha l ls  . The Free Press  co u n te r -a t tacked  by charging 

that  there  was a "church party  l inked in with our s ta te  poli t ics  ."• Since 

taking power in 1839 the  Whigs had appointed a str iking number of the 

"most  influentia l  members" of the  Presbyte rian  Church to high office.  If 

Barry were e lec te d ,  sa id  the  Free P r e s s , he would not "aggrandize one 

par t icu la r  s e c t  as has  been  the c a s e  for the  p a s t  two y e a r s . " The Pres

byte rian  denomination in Detroit  "during the  two years  of Whig ru le ,  has 

had a Governor,  an Auditor Genera l ,  a State Treasurer ,  a Secretary of 

S ta te ,  an  Attorney Genera l ,  two United Sta tes  Senators ,  one Represen

t a t iv e  in C o n g re ss ,  the Commissioner  of Internal Improvements ,  the  Col

lec to r  of Customs for the Port of Detro it ,  severa l  Regents of the University,  

s e lec ted  from i t . " The Advertiser apparently made no reply to the charges,
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fi swhich the  Free Press continued to make in de ta i l .

The Free Press  was appealing to a popular sentiment regarding 

Whigs  and Presbyte r ians  tha t  seems to have been p resen t  from the 

t ime the Whigs  took power back in the winter of 1839-1840. In Febru

ary / 1840, Eurotas P.  H as t ings  wrote to Governor Will iam Woodbridge 

recommending the  Reverend Ira M. Mead for the office of Univers ity  

Regent.  Has t ings  thought Mead "well gua l i f ied 'r but had doubts about 

the  po l i t ica l  wisdom of the  appointment .  "As he is a Presbyterian 

min is te r it may seem under  the  present  s ta te  of the public  mind an unfit 

s e l e c t io n .

It seems reasonab le  to conclude tha t  the inf luence of Presbyter

ians  within the Whig Party had developed in Michigan by 1841 to an ex

ten t  which even the anxious Reverend Ely might have found reassu r ing .

3. Michigan Synod and Party Pol icy .

In the 1830's no Michigan denomination was more in te res ted  in

fi 7promoting soc ia l  and moral reform than the Presbyter ian .  Presbyterians

65
Free Press  , September 12, 1841, p .  2. Advertiser and Free Press , 

August -Novem ber , 1841, p a s s i m .
66

Eurotas P. H a s t in g s ,  Detroit ,  February 13, 1840, to Will iam 
Woodbr idge,  Woodbridge MSS.

67
Under the Plan of Union, Presbyterianism included many former 

C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s .
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who staffed benevolent so c ie t i e s  and who brought Chris t ian influence 

to bear  in po l i t ic s  were following their  church 's  urgings and id e a l s .

It will be useful  f i rst  to identify reform measures  promoted by the  Pres

byte rians  and then to compare Whig and Democratic a t t i tudes  toward 

those  m e a s u r e s .

The min is te rs  of D e tro i t ' s  First Presbyterian Church during the 

1830’s and 1840's were forceful men who dominated the Michigan Synod 

and who involved it with soc ia l  cause s  with poli t ical  implications . 

Reverend John. P.  C leaveland in the  mid 1830's plunged unblushingly 

into so c io -p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s .  One church-goer  descr ibed  an 1836 sermon

of his as  "an  exceed ing ly  well writ ten poli t ical  d i s c o u r s e " proper for

fi ftan e lec t ion  day which "touched upon everything but re l ig ion ."  Prod

ded by C leave land ,  the Synod in 1835 declared s lavery  "a s in  before God 

and man / w h i c h /  ought to end immedia te ly ."  The Presbyte rians  a lso  

branded the " u se ,  manufacture  and s a l e  of ardent spir i t s  " as morally 

wrong,  and the  u s e  of tobacco  as  "offensive  to personal and domest ic  

requ i rem en ts ."  Sabbath d e sec ra t io n ,  said the Synod, was a "pr inciple 

c a u s e  of da rkness  and d e c le n s io n . "  In the  mid 1830's the  Synod even 

condemned war and decla red  consc ien t ious  object ion to be a Chris t ian

ft ftQuoted inKooker,  "Anti-Slavery Movement in Michigan," p p . 120-21.

ft Q John Com in and Harold F. Freds e l l ,  History of the Presbyterian 
Church in Michigan (AnnArbor: Ann Arbor Press,  195 0), pp .  62 # 69,  74-76 .
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The Synod took a conserva t ive  turn after 1837, partly because  

of the effects  of the 01d-School- -New-School  schism of 1837 . Although 

m ost 'M ich igan  Presbyterian churches  went New School,  they became,  

accord ing to Lewis G.  Vander Velde,  more conservative  in trying to 

show their  orthodoxy. Perhaps more s ignif icant.was  the departure of 

C leave land and his  replacement by George Duffield who brought a mod

era te  evange l ica l  influence  to the First  Presbyterian Church and to the 

Synod. Duffield had been ,  ironica lly ,  a New School "rebel" of the 

1830's and a former a s s i s t a n t  of Char les G. Finney. Duffield regarded 

c a u s e s  such as aboli t ion as  "ultra reforms" and refused to support  move

ments with " o n e - id ea"  f ixa t ions .  The Synod changed its emphas is  after

1838, paying l e s s  a t ten t ion  to s lavery ,  temperance or war ,  and more to

70Sabba th-keep ing  and educa t ion .

Yet th e se  shifts  of emphasis  and of official  policy can be mis

le ad ing .  Neither the  Synod nor many individual Presbyterians  lo s t  the 

e vange l ica l  drive they a lready had .  Individual Presbyterians  and Con- 

g rega t iona l i s t s  continued to lead  in "ultra" reforms such as aboli t ion 

and p e a c e .  Duffield himself ,  as a community leader ,  gave ardent sup

port to tem perance ,  which he thought had a sound scriptural  b a s i s  . He

70 Lewis G.  Vander Velde, "The Synod of Michigan and Movements 
for Social  Reform, 1834-1869," ( n . d . ,  typewrit ten MS, BHC), pp .  6 , 9-12, 
Lewis G .  Vander Velde, "The Diary of George Duff ie ld ,"  MVHR, XXIV, 1 
(June, 1937), 22.  Smith,  Revival ism, pp.  26,  53, 108-09. Lewis G. 
Vander Velde ( e d . ) , "Notes  on the Diary of George Duffield,  " MVHR, XXIV 
1 (June, 193 7), 31.
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engaged himself  a l so  in advancing education/ in denouncing Popery / and

in a controversy over cap i ta l  punishment/  upholding the  evangelical  point

of view in all t h e se  m at te rs .  Although Duffield thought abo l i t ion is ts  to

be misguided C o n g reg a t io n a l i s t s , he reacted  to Southern offenses  to the

North/  such  as  the  Fugitive Slave Law, with indignation and resen tment .

Whatever  his  reserva t ions  regarding cer ta in  c a u s e s ,  Duffield was  eas i ly

71the  leading  evange l i s t  of Detroit and Michigan.

The Parties and Morali ty

1. Tem perance .

Evangelicals  played a leading part  in the  temperance crusade

everywhere .  Indeed/  "the drive aga ins t  intemperance was an integral

72part  of the  expanded revivali sm of the 1830's . In Michigan/ Duffield/  

the  Presbyte r ians  / and other ev an g e l ica l s ,  such as the  editors of the 

Bapt ist  Michigan Chris t ian  H e ra ld , led in temperance ag i ta t ion .  Whig 

Presbyte r ians  were consp icuous ly  ac t ive  in temperance s o c ie t ie s  organ- ' 

ized in the 1830 's .  The Detroit  Y o u n g  Men 's  Temperance Society

^ V a n d e r  Velde (ed .),  "Notes on the Diary of George Duff ie ld ,"  
p , 62 . On the involvement of Presbyterians  in Ant i-s lavery and temperance 
s e e  Kooker, "Anti-Slavery Movement in Michigan," pp.  148-49, 84-85 .

One of Duff ie ld 's  young parishioners  said that  whenever she 
ta lked  to Duffield "I feel  . . . as if I were talking to someone in the  c louds 
Lucy W. Woodbridge,  Spr ingwel ls,  February 27, 1845, to Will iam Wood- 
bridge ,  Woodbridge MSS.

72 Cole ,  Northern E v a n g e l i s t s , p .  116.
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appropria te ly  met to organize in 1835 in the s e s s i o n  room of the Presby- 

73te r ian  Church.  The evange l ica l s  did not h e s i t a t e  to try to advance 

temperance through p o l i t i c s .  In 1839 the  Presbyterian Michigan Obser-  

vor urged the  friends of temperance to unixe in voting in local  e lec t ions  

for only those  cand ida tes  who would re fuse  l i c e n se s  to l iquor re ta i l e r s ,  

on the  assum pt ion— m is taken ,  a s  it proved— that unlicensed  liquor re 

ta i l ing  would be i l legal  and not p r a c t i c e d . 7 4

Although there was no absolu te  divis ion between the par ties  on

temperance ,  the  Whig Party showed it se l f  far more sympathetic  to the

c a u s e  than did the Democracy.  This was  not surpris ing in a party which

had absorbed Antimasonry,  s ince  Antimasons universally  seem to have

75promoted temperance .

The Whig Advertiser had agita ted for temperance in 1836 , deplor

ing public apathy and advocating a st iffer l icens ing  law for Detroit .  It 

sugges ted  making the co s t  of a l i cense  about  $ 1 0 0  to cut down the number

73 McCoy,  "Pol it ical  Affi liat ions of American Economic E l i t e s , "  
pp .  133-34. Const i tu t ion  and By-Laws of the Detroit Young Men 's  Tem
perance  Society (Detroit: S. M 1 Knight, 1835), pp.  3 -4 .  Farmer, H is
tory of D e t r o i t , I ,  838-39 .  The Michigan State Temperance Society in 
18 41 a lso  met in the Presbyterian  Session  Room. Free P res s ,  November 
23,  1841, p .  2 .

74Michigan  O bservor , March 19, 1839. This is  the  only copy I 
have  s ee n ,  in BHC.

75E . g . ,  Detroit  C our ie r , Ann Arbor Western  Emigrant, Michigan 
Temperance H e r a l d . Every Masonic  publication in Michigan which I 'have 
seen  or read about promoted tem perance .
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of r e t a i l e r s .  Where temperance was concerned,  it s a id ,  "Almost any-

76thing was pe rm issab le  to save  a man from becoming a drunkard ."

Whigs showed them se lves  sympathetic to temperance indirect ly 

by sugges t ing  cont inuously  in campaigns from 1837 to 1840 that  the  Demo

cra ts  were in temperate and unfit for off ice .  In 183 7 the Whigs empha

s ized  a number of i s s u e s :  depress ion ,  rag money and wi ldcat banks ,  

party despo t i sm ,  the Toledo s t r ip ,  and o the rs .  Most  of all they tried 

to identify the Democrats  with in temperance .  More than any other i s sue  

they  played upon the Democratic  l e g i s l a tu r e ' s  a l leged appropriation of 

money for " s ta t ionery"  which the Wrhigs claimed was  ac tua l ly  for "ardent 

s p i r i t s . "  In evangel ica l  e y e s ,  th is  was  no doubt the  nadir of corruption:

public  money had i l legally  gone to pay the Democrats '  immoral "grog 

77b i l l . "

Meetings  of Whigs in the towns of Wayne County,  such as one in 

Dearbornvil le ,  denounced the leg is la tu re  for violating the Michigan con

s t i tu t ion  "in having voted a large sum of money for the  purchase  of ardent 

sp i r i t s  for the u se  of the  members . . . under a fradulent subterfuge.  "

This action  was "not only unworthy of a moral and religious  people ,  but
78

unworthy of any man having the s l igh tes t  pre tension  to d e c e n c y . "

The Wayne County Whig Convention sa id  that  the Democraic Party 

p laced  in important s ta t ions  men "wholly i r responsib le  and incompetent

76A dver t i se r , June 16, p.  2; June 29 , 30; Augustl ,  p.  2; November 15, p . 2 .

7 ^Ibid_., September 15, 18, 26.
78, Ibid . , September 18 .
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(even in the  qua l i f ica t ion  of common sobr ie ty ) ."  That ph rase ,  judging 

by Democratic  reac t ions  to i t ,  seemed to have hit  hom e . 7 9

Long af te r  the  1830's an old res ident of Dearborn recal led what 

th e  W ayne County Democratic Convention had been l ike when i t  used  

to meet in Dearborn.  The hurly-burly of a town meeting,  he sa id ,  was 

"a puritan  Sunday" in comparison.

Dray load of re freshments  in kegs and bott les  came from Detroit .
. . . p o ss ib ly  the  v is i to rs  could enjoy greater individual freedom 
than  if it had been held in Detro i t .  There were no policemen nor 
ja i l  in Dearborn in those  good t imes .  9

During 1837 Democratic Governor Mason and a large group of 

s ta te  and par ty d ignitar ies  gathered at Mt .Clemens  to ce leb ra te  the open

ing of the  Cl inton and Kalamazoo can a l .  A Baptist  minis ter in 1873 re 

ca l led  the  s c e n e .  After a groundbreaking ceremony in which Mason ra ised  

the  fi rst  spadeful of soil  to loud h u z za s ,

W hiskey  flowed profuse ly .  Tables were spread in the ad jacen t  
grove,  and a sumptuous dinner was  provided. . . . Then came the 
t o a s t s ,  with speeches  and r e s p o n s e s .  It was a day of democratic 
glory.  All were hi la rious  with joy and w hiskey .  D is tinc tions  were 
ab o l i sh ed .  All were on a l e v e l .

Another early s e t t le r  remembered the  same celebra tion many years  

l a te r  and it made a very s imilar impression  on him. He reca l led  that  there

79Ibid . , July 12 , 1837, p .  2; Free P r e s s , July 21, 1837, p .  2, and 
Tuly, p a s s i m .

80f . a . Gulley ,  "Old Dearborn F am i l ie s , "  His to rical  and Genealog
ical  Ske tches .  Typewrit ten MSS, BHC.

9 *Rev. Supply C h ase ,  "A Pioneer Minister," MPHC, V, 59-60 .
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had been  an  "abundant supply of champagne" and much " toasting and 

d r in k in g . ”

I suppose  they  had what,  in those  days ,  was cal led  a good 
t ime.  I know I thought they did not ac t  as though the  champagne 
had added to their  brains or s e n s e .  I am proud to say  tha t  a gov
ernor would not do such  things now.®^

In th e s e  ra ther pur itannical  observat ions  (with envy ju s t  below 

the i r  su r face s ) ,  not ju s t  temperance sentiment was  being offended,  but 

a l so  tha t  s e n s e  of mora li s t ic  propriety so charac te r i s t ic  of smal l - town, 

Pro tes tan t New England and i t s  co lonies  in the  Middle W e s t .  Intem

perance  did v io lence  to socia l  d i s t in c t io n s ,  and lack of regard for rank 

was  to the  New Englander,  even on the frontier, immoral.

In 1838 temperance s o c i e t i e s ,  e spec ia l ly  in Lenawee County,

pe ti t ioned  the Michigan leg is la tu re  to prohibit  the l icens ing  of the traffic 

8  3in ardent s p i r i t s .  The Report of the House Committee on Ardent Spirits  

could not have  endeared the  Democratic leg is la to rs  to temperance forces . 

About th ree - f i f th s  of the  report  reminded the peti t ioners of the benef ic ia l  

u s e s  of a lcoho l .  The committee eventua lly  arrived at the "dreadful evils  

of i n t e m p e r a n c e , " but,  it  went on,  any food or drink u sed  immoderately 

could become "fatal  p o i s o n s . "  "Let man use  all  things without ab u se ,  

and deadly  poisons  will  be h a r m le s s , l ike the dews of h e av e n ."  A prohibitory

o n
MPHC, XIV, 553-54 .

83
Michigan House Tournal, 1838 (Detroit,  1838), pp.  212, 232 ,

307, 387.
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law ,  the  Committee be l ieved ,  "could not be well enforced, and would
O A

be perhaps ent ire ly nugatory ."

• How dif ferent was  the report submitted in 1840 , when the Whigs 

controlled the l e g i s la tu re .  They passed  no temperance law, but the 

report  of Munnius Kenny must have comforted the evan g e l ica l s .  Kenny 

was an a n t i - s la v e ry  Whig from Washtenaw County, a farmer,  lawyer ,  

and founder of the W ashtenaw Mutual Insurance C om pany .85 His report 

read l ike a t e e to ta le r ' s  t r a c t .  It l is ted not the benef icia l  u se s  of alcohol,  

but ra ther  the evils  result ing from intemperance: misery,  poverty,  wasted 

t ime.  Kenny could find no "benefit  result ing from the traff ic ,  to offset  

aga ins t  the  evils  it in fl ic ts  upon the community.  . . .  no bright spot to 

re l ieve  the dark shade  of the p ic tu re ."  All use  of intoxicating l iquors 

w as  an a b u se .

Some men argued,  said  Kenny, aga in s t  leg is la t ing  morali ty,  that  

"compelling men to be moral . . . is a lways od ious ,  and savors  of church 

and s t a t e . "  He answered tha t  every law on the books,  such as those  pun

i s h i n g  theft  and murder,  compel led rnen to be moral. In answer  to the argu

ment tha t  the "law would conf l ic t  with the private rights of indiv iduals ,  

to buy and se l l  a s  they p l e a s e , "  Kenny pointed to the rights of the

^ M i c h i g a n  H o u s e , Documents Accompanying the Tournal, 1838 
(Detroit ,  1838), pp.  460-61. March 6, 1838, A. W .  Buel,Chairman of 
Committee .

O r
Michigan Biographi e s , 1, 46 4 .
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community: "this giving up of private  rights so far as they  come in

confl ic t  with the general  good, i s  the very principle  which holds

soc ie ty  to g e th e r . "  The report  proposed no leg is la t ion  but was meant

to show where the  sympathies of the House  l a y .  Kenny implied that

public  opinion would not ye t  compel temperance leg is la t ion  nor e ffec-

8 6t ive ly  support  any law once enac ted .

The Democrats  appear to have become more d i s c ree t  after 183 7.

At l e a s t  there  is no record of any more "stationery" inc idents  or Mt.  

Clemens p a r t i e s ,  al though party conventions probably cont inued to be 

"good t im e s . "  Local Democratic  cand ida tes  in Detroit in 18 38 and 1839
o n

went on record as support ing,  with qua l i f ica t ions ,  temperance law s .

Yet the  b a s ic  patte rn  of Whig f r iendliness  and Democratic unfr iendliness  

to temperance  con t inued .  When a Whig City Council  in 1840 e s tab l i shed  

a high l iquor l i c e n se  in Detroi t ,  Democrats held a public meeting on 

February 24 to d isapprove the "ex cess iv e  ra tes  of l i c e n se  . . . r e sp ec t 

ing t a v e r n s ,  v ic tua l l ing  h o u s e s ,  g rocer ies ,  and p laces  of public amuse

m e n t . " ^  Unfortunately ,  there i s  no way of identifying who the  Demo

cra ts  at the  meet ing were ,  or of determining whether they represented a 

c r o s s - s e c t i o n  or par t icu la r  fac tion of the  party.

^ S t a t e  of Michigan , Documents Accompanying the  Tournal of the 
House  of R ep re se n ta t iv e s , 1840, (Detroit: George Dawson, 1840), II,
No. 61, 552-54 .

87
A dver t i se r , March 26, 1838 , p . 2 . Free Press , April 13, 1839, p . 2 . 

^ F r e e  P r e s s , February 2 7, 1840, p .  2.
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In 1850 the  s ta t e  Const i tu tional Convention p a s s e d  an amend

ment permitt ing the  s ta te  leg is la tu re  to p a s s  a temperance or prohibi

t ion la w .  In 1853 the Legis la tu re  p a ssed  such a law but chose  to sub

mit it  as a referendum to the e lectora te  in a spec ia l  e l e c t i o n . Although 

the  vo te  did not s t r ic t ly  follow party l in e s ,  there  w a s ,  in the rural 

towns of Wayne County and in Detro i t ' s  wards ,  a strong tendency for 

a reas  of Democratic s trength  to vote  aga in s t  the prohibit ion law,  and 

for a reas  of Whig-Free  Soil st rength to support the prohibit ion law.

The top four Whig-Free  Soil towns all favored the law by a majority of 

over 70%. One of the th ree  Democratic towns in the county  to favor 

the  law w as  Nankin,  the  only Democratic town with marked Free Soil 

t e n d e n c i e s .

Symbolic of the general  pattern was the s trongest  Democratic 

town in the county  cas t ing  the g rea tes t  percentage aga ins t  prohibi

t ion .

D et ro i t ' s  wards behaved much the same as the towns .  Only 

three wards  voted aga ins t  prohibit ion,  and of the th ree ,  two were the 

s t ronges t  Democratic  w a rd s .

The five wards  which favored prohibit ion were about the same 

in Democratic  s t rength ,  but varied  widely in the extent to which they 

supported prohibi t ion,  from 59 to 75 percen t .  Obviously ,  many Demo

cra ts  a l so  supported prohibit ion.
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TABLE 27

OPPOSITION TO PROHIBITION, 1 8 5 3 , AND DEMOCRATIC STRENGTH,
1 8 4 8 -1 8 5 2 , IN WAYNE COUNTY TOWNS

7o A g a in s t  P ro h ib . D em ocrats

G ro sse  P o in te 81 80
G r e e n f ie ld 72 62
E c o rse 71 51
H uron 66 54
S um pter 65 47
Romulus 60 60
Eam tram ck 60 70
Van B uren 59 60
C an ton 53 64
R e fo rd 52 66
S p r in g w e l ls 51 - 53
(WAYNE COUNTY 44)
D e a rb o rn 31 59
L iv o n ia 28 39
Brow nstow n 20 41
N ankin 18 56
P lym ou th 16 38
Monguagon 14 60
T a y lo r 12 37

TABLE 28

OPPOSITION TO PROHIBITION, 1853, AND 
1 8 4 8 -1 8 5 2 , AND 1848, 1850, 1852, IN

DEMOCRATIC AVERAGE, 
DETROIT’S WARDS3

Ward % A g a in s t P r o h ib 0 D em o cra tic  A verage
1848-1852  1848, 1850, 1852

4 71 61 61
7 64 58 56
8 54 75 68
3 41 54 50
1 37 59 52
6 35 52 49
2 34 55 51
5 25 53 50

b e t w e e n  1848 and 1852 no w ards changed  t h e i r  b o u n d a r ie s .
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In 1852 a Temperance Party put together a s la t e  of nominations 

for s ta te  and Wayne County officers composed of candida tes  drawn from 

both the "Whig and Democratic t i c k e t s .  Its purpose was  to endorse  those  

regula r ly  nominated cand ida tes  who, regard less  of party,  were most 

favorable  to temperance .  The s la te  was dominated by Whigs:  the Tem

perance  men endorsed Whig nominees Zachariah Chandler for governor

89and Will iam A. Howard for Congress .

2 .  Antis lavery.

Evangelicals  organized an t i s lavery  soc ie t ie s  in the 1830's and 

many of them helped form the Liberty Party in 1840. Evangel ical  an t i 

s lavery  was  moderate compared to Garrisonian aboli t ion which re jected  

po l i t ica l  ac t ion  and demanded immediate aboli t ion .  Since the i r  opponents 

lumped toge ther a ll  c r i t ics  of s lavery  as  "abo l i t ion is ts"  it will be con

ven ien t  here  to u s e  "abol i t ion is t"  and "ant is lavery"  in te rchangeably ,  

remembering tha t  Michigan abo l i t ion is t s  were  not Garr isonian and were 

po l i t ica l ly  or ien ted .

The a t t i tudes  of the  Whig and Democratic par ties  to an t is lavery  

provide another index of how par ties  stood toward evange l ica l ism .  Whigs 

in i t ia l ly  tr ied hard not to offend abol i t ion is ts  b ecause  so many of their  

party sympathized with the c a u s e .  Presbyterian Whigs led in the

^ D e t r o i t  Post  and Tribune, Zachariah Chandler:  His Life and 
Public Serv ices  (Detroit: Post  and Tribune Co . ,  1880), p p . 85-86 .
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organization of the State  Antislavery Society and they dominated the 

Detroit  S o c i e t y . ^

In 1836 the Advertiser a t tacked  Southerners and Northern dough

faces  for suppress ing  abo l i t ion is t  l i te ra ture  ("incendiary publ ications")  

and defended  the abo l i t ion is t s '  r ight to freedom of sp eech .  It sympa

th ized  with the fugit ive  s lave  and for a t ime const i tu ted  i t se l f  a forum

for the airing of opinions on aboli t ionism, pro and con , but by the end

91of 1836, avoided the i s s u e .

The Democratic Free Press  ignored the  abo l i t ion is ts  at f ir s t ,  but

when it did eventually  mention them showed that  it regarded them as

92misguided z ea lo t s .  The Democratic leg is la tu re  was even l e s s  well  

d i sp o se d ,  and in 1836 cons idered  censuring aboli t ion is ts  in a re so lu 

tion saying tha t  "the formation of aboli t ion soc ie t ie s  and the ac t s  of 

cer ta in  indiv iduals  ca l l ing  themselves  abo l i t ion is ts  . . . are in d irect  

v io la t ion  of the  obliga tion of the compact of the Union, and des t ruct ive  

to the  tranquil i ty  and welfare  of the country .  " The final ve rs ion ,  p a s se d

March 2,  and 4, omitted the words "aboli t ion" and "cal l ing themselves

93a b o l i t i o n i s t s , " but the  la t t e r  could hardly have missed the poin t .

^ K o o k e r ,  "Anti Slavery Movement in Michigan,"  pp.  149, 148,
182, 183.

^ A dver t i se r , June 22, 30,  July 2, 16, 19, 25,  August 6,  25, 
November 18.

^ K o o k e r ,  pp .  135-36, 170, 177; Free P r e s s , p a s s i m .
93

K o o k e r , p p .  1 2 5 - 2 6 .
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During 1838 the Michigan Antislavery Society sent le t te rs  to 

the  Democratic and Whig Congress ional candida tes  ask ing the i r  v iews 

on i s s u e s  re la ted  to s lave ry .  The r e p l i e s , while  ambiguous , showed 

the  Whig candida te  to be far more hos t i le  to slavery  and the South than 

th e  Democrat .  Whig Hezekiah  G. Wel ls  said he  favored aboli t ion of 

the  s lav e  t rade  in the  D is t r ic t  of Columbia but that  i ts  inhabitants 

should be consu l ted  f i r s t .  He believed Congress  had power to regulate 

the  internal trade of the s t a t e s , approved of recognizing the s lave  re

public  of " H a y t i , "  and opposed Texas annexation .  W el ls  a lso  supported 

the  right of pe t i t ion ,  which meant tha t  he opposed, by implication,  the 

"Gag Rule" p a s s e d  by Congress  in 1836 by which i t  would not rece ive ,  

read ,  or refer any pe t i t ions  deal ing with slavery  in any way but would 

au tomat ica l ly  table  such p e t i t io n s .

Democrat  I s s a c  Crary said he opposed s lavery  in pr inciple ,  but 

opposed aboli t ion of the  s lave  trade in the Dis tr ic t  of Columbia and op

posed  regula tion of in te rs ta te  commerce a s  uncons t i tu t iona l .  He hedged 

on recogni tion of Ha i t i ,  and gave himself  a loophole on Texas by oppos

ing it  "at the  p resen t  t ime, e spec ia l ly  when tha t  terri tory is to be under 

the  influence  of the  evils  of s l av e ry . "  Crary defended the "Gag Rule" a t  

some length  as  did ,  on o c ca s io n ,  the Free P r e s s . The "Gag Rule" was 

an a n t i - a b o l i t io n i s t  measure  but many non-an t is lavery  Northerners found 

it obnoxious

9^Advertiser,  October 8, p .  2; October 20, p.  2.  Free P r e s s , 
September 27, 1838, p .  2 ,  October  8, p .  2, October 9,  p .  2,  October 11,
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In 1838 the  leg is la tu re  refused to tab le  pe titions  dealing with

s lave ry  and by large m ajo rit ies ,  5-42 and 44-2 , voted to refer them

to committees . The minority supporting the equivalent of a "Gag "

were D em ocrats . The le g is la to rs  who had introduced the petitions 

9 5w ere W higs . (Sympathy for or ag a in s t  a s ta te  "Gag Rule" does not 

n e c e s sa r i ly  imply anything about an tis lavery  fee ling . It involved 

primarily fee lings  of sec t io n a l  resentm ent and pride .)

The Free Press  became increas ing ly  v itupera tive  a s  th e !8 3 0 's  

ended and u su a lly  managed to couple re fe rences  to abo li t io n is ts  with 

Negrophobic com m ents. In 1840 Dearbornville Democrats typ ica lly  

grouped toge ther "modern w higgery, abo lition ism , an ti-m asonry  and the 

thousand  o ther e tce teras"  which were merely "d isgu ise s  fo ran c ien t feder-

. ,96alism

In 1844 a Democrat leg is la tu re  again  went on record to express  

i t s  lack  of sympathy for a n t is lav e ry .  A committee report on petitions 

ask ing  the  s ta te  to p ro tec t fugitive s laves  conveyed through its  tone 

i ts  contem pt for the  p e ti t io n e rs .  The committee pointed out tha t 525 

persons "purport"‘to have s igned the p e t i t io n s ,  and tha t the same six 

coun ties  kept sending sim ilar p e t i t io n s .  It b luntly  adv ised  the pe titioners

p . 2 . A lso , W illiam  W oodbridge, Springw ells, October 14, 1839 , to Arthur 
L. Porter, M ichigan Anti-Slavery Society , D etroit, W oodbridge MSS.

^ M ic h ig a n  House Tournal, 183 8 , pp. 46 -47 .

^ F r e e  P r e s s , February 29, 1840, and November 20, 1840, p . 2.
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to read federal law s and the  consti tu tion : if they h ad , they  would not.
q 7

have inv ited  the  le g is la tu re  of M ichigan to d isregard  an ac t of C o n g re ss .

This d is c u s s io n  has  been fragmentary and is  meant only to show 

dominant a t t i tu d e s  in the pa rtie s  . There were an tis lave ry  Democrats and 

some took pos itions  , unoff ic ia lly ,  far more an tis lav e ry  or an ti-S ou them  

than  the ir  p a r ty ’s . Also, most of the ev idence  above re la te s  to Y/ayne 

County and the Democrats of Detroit seem to have been particu la rly  a n t i 

ab o l i t io n is t  .

3 . The Sabbath .

W hile  tem perance and an tis lavery  were among the best-know n of 

ev ange lica l  c a u s e s ,  the  evange lica l  campaign to  p reserve  the  Sabbath 

probably more than  any o ther is su e  marked M ichigan W higgery as the 

party  of evange lica l ism  and the  Democracy a s  a n t i -e v a n g e l ic a l .  No 

other i s s u e  p laced  the  W higs so c learly  on the  s ide of p ie ty  and re 

l ig io n .

The controversy  in the United S ta tes  over Sabbath-keeping  went 

back  most immediately to an 1810 ac t  by Congress permitting post offices 

to remain open and m ails  to be carried  on Sunday. Ph iladelphia  and 

cen tra l  New York P resby terians  led  opposition  to the  la w . Another

^ S t a t e  of M ich igan , Documents of the  Senate and of the  House 
of R ep resen ta t iv es ,  1844 (Detroit: Bagg and Harmon, 1844), House Doc. 
No. 13.
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C ongress iona l law  in 1825 requiring pos t offices where mail was d e 

livered  on Sunday to s tay  open rekindled the con troversy . In 1828 

e v an g e lic a ls  formed the General Union for Promoting O bservance of 

the  C hris t ian  Sabbath and in 182 9 they sen t petitions  to C ongress  re

m onstrating ag a in s t  the Sunday mail la w s .  Richard M . Johnson, Jack

s o n 's  Attorney G enera l, rep lied  to the petitions in his famous report to

th e  Senate  in 1830 which defended Sunday mails and was a " c la s s ic a l

98defense  of the American system  of separa tion  of church and s t a t e . "

Sympathetic h is to r ian s  of M ichigan Presbyterianism  have re 

marked tha t  the  Synod in the  1830's seemed to think tha t " the  continued 

ex is ten c e  of C hris t ian  c iv i l iza t io n  i ts e lf  depended on keeping the Sab

bath afte r  the  Puritan f a s h io n ."  The M ichigan Synod adv ised  the churches 

to e x e rc ise  "im m ediate, s te a d y ,  uncompromising d isc ip l in e"  over v io la 

tions  of the  holy d ay . Violations were: "to journey or t ra n sa c t  any 

sec u la r  b u s in e s s ,  or give or rece ive  soc ia l  v i s i t s ,  . , . or to own 

s tock  in e s ta b l is h m e n ts ,  such  a s  Stage Com panies, Railroads, Steam

b o a ts ,  e t c . , w hich are employed in v io la tion  of that holy d ay . In

no
Bodo, P ro tes tan t C le rg y , pp. 39-43; C ole , Northern Evangel

i s t s  , p p . 107-08.

99 Comin and Freds e l l ,  H istory  of Presbyterian C hurch , pp . 6 7, 69, 
7 4 -7 6 . Vander Velde, "Synod of M ichigan and Social Reform," pp . 16-19. 
In 1832 a farmer wrote to h is  native  England that "The law s of th is  territory 
strongly  prohibit working on the  Sunday and are well en fo rced ."  He added, 
"But if there  were no law s or co n sc ien ce  . . . be lieve  me the  Yankees do 
not like  work well enough to work on the  Sunday." Tucker (e d .) ,  "Corre- 
pondence of John F i s h e r , " M ichigan H istory , XLV, 224 .
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1836 the Synod said  tha t it was wrong to e lec t  ru lers who v io la ted  

th e  Sabbath by example or by le g is la t io n .

The outs tanding  example of rulers v io la ting  the Sabbath was 

th e  Dem ocratic  s ta te  governm ent's  permitting railroad mail cars  to 

run on Sunday. P resbyterians and other e v a n g e l ic a ls , particu larly  

B ap t is ts ,  pe titioned  the leg is la tu re  to stop the "running of the  c a r s / '  

but the  Democrats appeared  l i t t l e  in te res ted  in the m a tte r . 1 0 0  W illiam 

W oodbridge, as  W hig cand ida te  for governor in 1839, took a personal 

in te re s t  in Sabbath v io la tion  by the s t a t e , ^  and the  Whig le g is la tu re  

e lec ted  in 1839 ac ted  to re scu e  the  s ta te  from s in .  One March 13, 1840, 

the  H ouse  p a s s e d ,  26-16, a reso lu tion  prohibiting any locom otive, p a s 

senger ,  or freight car to be run on any s ta te  railroad on "the f irs t  day of

the  w e e k ,"  except to fu lfill  the  terms of any ex isting  contract for t ra n s -
102

porting government m ail .  Three days la te r  the House reconsidered  the

• ^ M ichigan House Tournal, 1838, p . 309. M ichigan C hris tian  
H erald , 1839, p a s s im .

^ ^ S e e  le t te r  from Robert Abbott, D etro it ,  informing Woodbridge 
th a t  " labor has  been  performed a t the  depot in  the c i ty ,  and on the road 
on S u n d ay s ,"  March 25, 1839, W oodbridge MSS. Abbott was a Democrat 
who was Auditor General from 1836 to 1839, a former fur trader and Terri
to ria l T reasurer . He w as in te res ted  in "benevolent and church en terp rises"  
and "e s p e c ia l ly  in advancing  the in te re s ts  of the M ethodist C hurch ."  
M ichigan  Biographies (Lansing, 1888), pp . 5 -6 .  The h is to rian  of Michigan 
M ethodism p ra ised  him h igh ly . Reverend Elijah H. Pilcher, Protestantism  
in M ichigan (Detroit: R .D .S .  Tyler and C o . ,  1878), p .  40.

Michigan House Tournal, 18 40 (Detroit,  1840), pp .  356-57 ,
442 .
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reso lu tio n  as  Sabbatarians apparently  hoped to p a ss  a s tiffe r law .

True M. Tucker, a Whig from St. Clair County, added an amendment 

which fined any person  "traveling on any public or private  road . . . 

on the  Sabbath day" fifty d o l la rs ,  with any money from fines to go for 

the  benefit  of Sabbath s c h o o l s . Tucker's  proposal fa i led ,  but so irri

ta ted  one D em ocratic  le g is la to r  (Charles P. Bush, representing  Living

s ton  and Ingham) tha t  he proposed an amendment which would have had 

the  s t a t e ,  in e ffec t ,  pay the  c o s t  of any p e rso n 's  b u s in es s  suffering 

b e c a u se  the  cars  were not to run on Sundays , After o ther attem pts to

streng then  and to w eaken the m easure , the original re p assed  the H ouse , 
103

25-19.

The H o u se 's  action  had been  preceded by a committee report in 

w hich Munnius Kenny aga in  put the Whigs squarely  on the  s ide  of the 

angels  and in which he recommended, unlike h is  tem perance report, 

"some prompt and e ff ic ien t le g is la t io n "  to prohibit the running of cars  

on the Sabbath . "That Christianity  is the common law of th is  country , 

is a fa c t  not to be q u e s t io n e d ."  Sabbath observance  was one of the  

great C h ris t ian  d u tie s :

No Christian nation  has  guarded effectually  ag a in s t  the p reva l
ence  of v ice  and immorality, who have not required the san c t i f ic a 
tion  of the Sabbath , and prohib ited , by law , th o se  things which are 
in c o n s is te n t  with i ts  sacred charac te r  and holy u se s  and designs  .

Industry , h ea l th ,  f rugality , tem perance and order prevailed  in 
th o se  d is t r ic ts  where it is  observed , and ju s t  in proportion as  it is

103Ibid . , pp .  478-81.
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revered and honored; while id le n e s s , d is s ip a t io n ,  intem perance 
and v i c e s , in jurious to the public w ea l ,  have abounded, w herever, 
and ju s t  a s  the  firs t  day  of the week has been robbed of its  sacred
n e ss  and pros titu ted  to secu la r  u s e s . 1 0 4

Kenny conceded tha t the s ta te  had an obligation to  m eet federal 

mail c o n tra c ts ,  but sa id  it w as not n e ce ssa ry  to forward p a ssen g e r  and 

freight cars  with the m a i l . ^

In the  original vo te  p ass in g  the Sabbath bill (26-19), 19 Whigs

and 7 Dem ocrats voted for i t ,  10 Whigs and 6 Democrats voted no, and

1062 W higs and 4 Dem ocrats a b s ta in e d .  Thus, House Democrats sp lit  

on the  bill while about tw o-th ird s  of the  W higs supported i t .  A s y s te 

matic study of le g is la t iv e  behavior could identify the  evangelica l and 

a n t i -e v a n g e l ic a l  b locs in both p a r t ie s .  It is  enough here to identify 

th e  cen tra l ten d en c ie s  of the  p a r t ie s .  A Whig leg is la tu re  stopped the 

ca rs  from running in 1840 and a Dem ocratic  le g is la tu re ,  on February 15, 

1842, in s truc ted  the com m issioners  of internal improvements to have one 

p a ss e n g e r  tra in  run over the  C entral Railroad every Sunday. No freight 

cars  would run and no work excep t mail carrying would be d one , but the 

Dem ocrats s e t  the  cars  and p assen g ers  rolling aga in . A motion to p o s t

pone the m easured fa iled  17-31, and the House passed  the  reso lu tion

*°^State of M ich igan , Documents Accompanying the Tournal of the 
H ouse  of R e p re se n ta t iv e s , 1840, II, D oc. No. 49, 467.

1 0 5 I b l d . , pp . 467-68 .

100Roll ca ll  vote  in M ichigan House Journal, 1840, p .  442. Party 
id en tif ica t io n ,  A dvertiser , December 2 8 , 1839, p. 2.
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2 7 -2 4 .  On February 17 the Dem ocratic-run Senate adopted the  measure 

as  a jo in t reso lu tion  without a roll call  v o t e . ^ 7

The Advertiser observed that "the firs t  s tep  taken  by the new 

Dem ocratic  leg is la tu re  was to p a ss  a reso lu tion  directing cars  to run 

on the  S abbath . Any exhibition of regard for tha t day , would have been 

s e t  down a s  he re sy  by the locofoco u l t ra is ts  ." The Presbyterian  P as

toral le t te r  of 1842 d esc ribed  the "v is ib le  and growing profanation" of 

the  Sabbath . It a ttr ibu ted  the growth in  individual v io la tion  of Sunday 

partly  to the  "ev il example" s e t  by the l e g i s l a t u r e .108

4 . Adultery and Fornication .

In January 1843 a Dem ocratic dominated leg is la tu re  p a sse d  a

bill to  amend the law s re la ting  to adu ltery  and fornication which had

109made those  s in s  criminal o ffenses  in M ich igan . The Whig F irst

107 M ichigan House Tournal, 1842 (Detroit, 1842), p p . 331-32.
The vo te  ind ica ted  some Democratic opposition . That hardy a n t i -e v a n 
g e l ic a l  John Norvell w as among those  voting for the cars  to run. Mich
igan  Senate Tournal, 1842 (Detroit, 1842), p . 2 78.

^ ^A dvertiser, February 17, 1842, p . 2. Vander Velde, "Synod 
of M ichigan and Social Reform," pp . 16-19, and M ichigan C hris tian  
H e ra ld .

109 The record is confusing , but see  M ichigan House Tournal, 1843 
(Detroit, 1843), pp. 163-64, 177, 178. The repeal seem s to have passed  
January 24, 1843, by a vote  of 29-16. On February 5, 1844, the  le g i s la t 
ure approved an a c t  "to punish  persons crim inally  who are  guilty  of seduc
tion  or a d u l te ry ."  It punished  the begetting  of children and "carnal know
ledge" not san c tif ied  by m arriage. A dvertiser, February 26, 1844, p . 2.
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D is tr ic t  Convention (including Wayne County) meeting for the  fall 

cam paign , sa id  tha t it  opposed the repeal of the "adultery law s"  by 

l a s t  le g is la tu re  which had thereby committed an "outrage upon the 

moral s e n s e  of the  community, and proved them selves to be as d e s t i -  

tue  of moral, as  they are  of po li t ica l  v i r t u e . " The Whig State Conven

tion  condemned the  repeal as  an "outrage" which struck "at the founda

tions  of our so c ia l  system  and can  only be sanctioned by those  who are 

in te re s ted  in having it pa ssed  as  a re lie f m e asu re ."* ^

The D em ocrats , of co u rse ,  did not come out in favor of s in ,  but 

th is  was ano ther example of th e ir  tendency to prefer l a i s s e z - f a i r e  in 

m atters  of m orality , and of the  Whig tendency  to d es ire  the government 

to regu la te  m orality .

5. C ap ita l Punishm ent.

In the  1835 co n st i tu t io n a l  convention a few d e leg a te s  proposed, 

u n s u c c e s s fu l ly ,  tha t cap ita l  punishment be ab o lish ed .  For the next ten- 

y e a r s ,  and pa rticu la rly  from 1843 to 1846, th is  is su e  s tirred  up debate  

and d is s e n s io n  w ithin  the  p a r t ie s .  Party l ines  were even le s s  c learly  

drawn on th is  i s su e  than  on th o se  d iscu ssed  above, but it is  s ign ifican t

■^The F irst D is tr ic t  and State Conventions are in A dvertiser, 
August 2 , 1843, p .  2 and September 4, 1843, p . 2. The Wayne County 
C onvention a t tack ed  " l ic en t io u sn e ss  and c rim e ,"  Advertiser, October 
4, 1843, p . 2.



www.manaraa.com

295

th a t evange lica ls  and some W higs placed them selves in the forefront 

of the  opposition  to abo lition , and that an t i-ev an g e lica l  Democrats 

led  the  fight for i t .

Agitation for removal of the  death penalty  gathered steam in 

the  1843 le g is la tu re .  The House passed  an abolition b i l l ,  but not the 

S ena te . The Advertiser meanwhile had been opposing abolition  and 

applauding those  Whig le g is la to rs  who stood aga ins t  i t .  M ich igan 's  

lead ing  ev an g e lic a l ,  Reverend Duffield, a lso  opposed abo lit ion . When 

D em ocratic  le g is la to rs  c r i t ic ized  D uffield 's  in terference, the Advertiser 

came to h is  d e f e n s e . ^

112
In 1844 the  House would not p a ss  abo lition , but in 1846 "a 

determined group of reformers" carried abo lit ion . The Democratic le g is 

la to r  who drafted the repeal law was C harles  P. Bush of L ivingston, the 

same le g is la to r  who would ha^ e had the s ta te  pay com pensation to any
113

person  w hose  b u s in es s  w as hurt by the railroad not running on Sunday.

^ M i c h i g a n  House Tournal, 1843, pp . 158, 177, 178, 194, 198,210. 
A dvertiser , February 1, 1843, p . 2 , February 6 , p . 2. Albert P ost, "M ichi
gan H is to ry , XXIX (January-M arch, 1945), 44 -46 .

112 The committee on cap ita l  punishment in the 1844 House submitted 
a majority report favoring abolition and a minority report opposing i t ,  both 
signed by D e m o cra ts . S tate  of M ichigan, Documents of the Senate and 
H ouse  of R ep re se n ta t iv e s , 1844 (Detroit: Bagg and Harmon, 1844), House 
D oc. No. 22, and House D oc . No. 23.

11 ?P o s t ,  M ichigan H is to ry .. XXIX, 47-49 . M ichigan Biographies, p. 
142. Bush was a " su ccess fu l  b us iness  man, and his farm of 1, 700 acres in 
L ivingston County w as one of the  b es t  in the s t a t e . "
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The Adv e r t is e r  and the P resby te rians , led by Duffield, p ro tes ted  the  

re p e a l .  The Synod o ff ic ia lly  condemned it  in 1846 and w as s t i l l  con

demning it and petition ing  for re ins ta tem ent of the death penalty  until 

a fter 1860. Duffield continued to deliver sermons arguing tha t God 

"has ordained there  shall  be such a thing for the  welfare of socie ty"  

and the  A dvertiser continued to print th e m . The M ichigan C hris t ian  

H e ra ld , the evange lica l  Baptist paper, supported re s to ra tio n  of the  

death  pen a lty ,  claiming th a t  crime had inc reased  s in ce  its  a b o l i t i o n . ^

The cap ita l  punishm ent controversy  i l lu s tra te s  the  frequently 

symbolic nature  of the  evangelica l  and a n t i -e v an g e lic a l  co n flic t .  For 

a ll  p rac t ica l  p u rp o ses ,  cap ita l  punishm ent did not ex is t  in M ichigan, 

b ecau se  there  had been only one execution  under territoria l government
115

in 1830 and none s in c e .  De fac to  abo lition  a lready ex is ted  in the 1840's , 

C harles  Bush and George Duffield w ere none th e less  d isag ree ing  about 

m atters  v ita l  to them: whose v a lu es  would be acknowledged as le g i t i 

mate by the s ta te ;  w hose va lu es  should predominate in so c ie ty ?

So it was with o ther m atters . Duffield and the evange lica ls  may 

not have rea l ly  b e lieved  tha t  a tra in  running on Sunday w as rending the 

so c ia l  fab r ic ,  although it undoubtedly set a bad exam ple. It d id , however,

^ V a n d e r  Velde, "Synod of M ichigan and Social Reform," pp. 25-26 . 
A dvertise r , January -M a rch ,  1848, p a s s im , and e sp ec ia l ly  February 19,
1848, p . 2 . M ichigan C hris tian  H era ld , January 29, 1849, p . 2.

^ ° P o s t ,  Michigan H is to ry , XXIX, 49.
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rep resen t  the  a t t i tu d e  of the  s ta te  to their God and the ir  v a lu e s ,  which 

they  believed  were the  American h e r itage . Elected offic ia ls  were men 

d es ig n a ted  by the community to represen t it  before man and God. That 

" rep resen ta tion"  should not be s in fu l.  With symbolic i s s u e s  it does 

not m atter if the  law  is v io la ted  by parts of the community, particu larly  

by the  sub terranean  and u n seen , or the u n l iv e d -w ith . Form counts more 

than  su b s ta n c e  for th o se  who are looking for recognition , e ither  for them

se lv e s  or for th e ir  v a lu e s .  It matters tha t the  le t te r  and sp irit of the law 

ex is t  and bestow  sanc tion  and indica te  the approved d irec tion  of so c ie ty .

Twenty-five years  after the  Michigan Synod f irs t  denounced in

tem perance George Duffield gave a 25th Anniversary Address to the  Synod 

in which he ex p ressed  almost p rec ise ly  th is  compulsion of the  evangeli

c a ls  for ac tu a l  and symbolic recognition of the ir  norms. In the midst of 

a long d isco u rse  on the h is to ry  and progress of temperance in M ichigan, 

Duffield sa id ,

The day is  advancing , notw ithstanding the rev u ls io n s ,  convul
s io n s ,  and opposition  the tem perance reform has  experienced , when 
the example and position  of the Synod of M ichigan, a quarter century 
ago , will be v ind ica ted  and honoured by the  ap p lau se  of a tem perate 
community; ( ita lics  mine) when intemperance and the u se  of in toxi
cating  drinks sh a ll  be confined to the  sec re t  dens of an i l lega l and 
d isg racefu l tra f f ic ,  and when the enemies of tem perance reform . . . 
shall  find no sympathy or countenance  or apo log is ts  any longer in
the church .

^ A d d r e s s  de livered  on October 13, 1860. Free P r e s s , October 14,
1860, p . 1
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The Whigs and the M oralization of Politics 

The Whig Party consti tu ted  the ev an g e lic a ls '  b e s t  hope to pro

mote the C hris t ian iza t io n  of America through po litics  . Even if the 

party  p a sse d  only few p iece s  of "Christian" legislation., its  sympathy 

for ev an g e lica l  c a u se s  made its being in power reassu ring  to evangeli

c a l s ,  who were a lso  comforted by the p ie ty  of Whig leaders  . William 

W oodbridge, for exam ple, while not a pious man, always took positions
11 7

w hich conveyed h is  rapport with evangelical a tti tudes  .

According to Edelman,

through tak ing  the ro les of publics w hose support they need, public 
o ff ic ia ls  ach ieve  and maintain their positions  of le ad e rsh ip .  The 
off ic ia l who correctly  guages the response  of publics  to h is  a c t s ,  
s p e e c h e s ,  and postures  makes those  behaviors s ign ifican t symbols 
evoking common meanings for his audience and for h im self and so 
shaping  h is  further ac tions  as to re a ssu re  h is public and in th is

l i p
s e n se  'rep resen t '  them . °

Thus did the W higs "represent"  ev an g e l ic a ls .  Many W higs 

shared  with ev an g e lic a ls  the  tendency to view po lit ica l  ac t iv i ty  in a 

providentia l framework, recognizing  the  in tervention of God in secu la r  

a f fa irs .  This, l ike  the desire  to C hris t ian ize  so c ie ty ,  was a con tinu

a tion  of the Puritan trad ition  in somewhat modified form.

1. "Woodbridge and Reform"

The central Whig s logan in the 1839 campaign was "Woodbridge

■^^This genera l iza t io n  is based  on a reading of the  Woodbridge 
MSS from 1830 to 1848.

^® E delm an , Symbolic U ses  of P o li t ic s ,  p . 188.
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and Reform." The slogan  must have appealed  strongly to the  rev ival

i s t  m e n ta l i ty . "Reform" had a meaning in 1839 which we cannot appre

c ia te  today b ecau se  in its po litica l s en se  the word has a s ecu la r  mean

ing for u s .  But in 1839 the word used  even in a po litica l context had 

inev itab le  re lig ious  conno ta t ions , e sp ec ia l ly  to a rural public familiar 

w ith  rev iva ls  .

Sidney Mead has  made some observations  regarding n ine teen th- 

century  rev iva ls  which help c larify  th is  po in t. The revival he sa id , 

encouraged a cycle  of s in  and sa lv a t io n ,o r  a habit of declin ing and re 

forming. "The rev iv a l is t  em phasis that C hris t came to save  s inners  had 

the  effect of encouraging the Church to nurture flagrant s inners  in its  

bosom in order tha t they  might be 'g loriously  s a v e d . T h e  individual 

welcom ed rev iv a ls  a s  a means to personal sa lva tion  or reform— that was the 

word often u sed — and as  a means of c as t in g  out s in .  Mead suggested  an 

obvious po lit ica l  pa ra lle l  to th is  on the  community level: "The s tock  an

swer to dec line  and apathy in a local church was to import a forceful re

v iv a l is t  to 'revive us  a g a in ! '  ju s t  as  the stock answ er to troubles in the 

country was the im porta tion / o v  e l e c t i o n T " a morally im peccable  plumed

knight in  shining armor to lead  a great crusade  for sp iritua l renovation

120and to  throw the  ra s c a ls  ou t .

H ^S idney  M ead , "Denom inationalism : The Shape of Pro tes
tan tism  in A m erica ," _Chimch_Jlijtory;/ XXIII, 4 (December, 1954), 309-10.

1 2 0 I b i d . , p . 310.
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Surely "Woodbridge and Reform" suggested  th ese  things to 

portions of the  e lec to ra te  in 1839, particu larly  to the  evangelical part.  

Many private  s ta tem en ts  of Whigs support tha t conc lu s ion . Stephen 

V. R. Trowbridge, prominent Oakland County Whig and a Presbyterian 

e ld e r ,  in urging W oodbridge to  become a candidate  in 1839, sa id  "It 

is  high time the re c k le s s  irrelig ious and awful men in power here should 

be put dow n ."  He prayed to Providence to spare  W oodbridge 's  life  so 

tha t he would be a cand ida te  and was sure tha t God would join the ba tt le  

to put down " irre lig ion . " ^ 1

A Presby terian  m in is te r  who openly supported the Whigs in 1839

and 1840 told W oodbridge in 1841 that he had viewed the period in s ta te

government ju s t  before 1840 /u n d e r  Democratic control / 7 a s  a time of the

122encroachm ent of ambition and "corrup tion ."  One Whig surveyed the 

b la s ted  fortunes of the  party  in 1842 (following H arrison 's  d ea th ,  Tyler's 

d e fec tio n ,  and s ta te  defeat) and revealed the in tense  re lig ious meaning 

tha t "Woodbridge and Reform" and "Harrison and Reform" had held for 

h im . He w as d e so la te  b ecau se  his long cherished  hope of "practica l 

reform in the  G ov 't— of the glorious triumph of right over might— the e s 

tab lishm en t of h onest  and merit and the overthrow of corruption and

^Stephen V. R. Trowbridge, Birmingham, June 25, 1839, to 
W illiam  W oodbridge, Woodbridge MSS.

^ ^ M a r c u s  H arrison , Jackson, January 12, 1841, to William Wood
b ridge , D etro it,  Woodbridge MSS.
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crime (sic) of a bright po lit ica l  millenium has  died w ithin  me. It 

went to the grave of Harrison and I despa ir  of reform ation ." (ita lics 

mine ) 1 2 3

.One evange lica l  Whig described  the s ta te  of affa irs  tha t had 

ex is ted  under Democratic rule in the s ta te  and nation as "Barefaced 

and Unblushing Infidelity  . . . and in s tead  of Rulers being a Terror 

to Evil doers  they  have become Encouragers . " Phineas Fullerton, s e lf -  

s ty led  evange lica l  of Redford, V/ayne County, said  tha t he had seen  

the  "public tru s t  be trayed , our Treasuries Robed (sic) and our govern

ment well n ight su b v e r ted ."  But by the "Interposition  of tha t God who 

holds the  d e s t in ie s  of a ll  men in h is hands" the reigns of the  s ta te  had
10 4

been p laced  in W oodbridge 's  hands bringing sa lva tion .

2 . Active Providence.

For evange lica l  W higs "reform" w as v irtually  the po li t ica l  equi

v a len t  of a rev iv a l .  With God's aid sinful men would be c a s t  out of 

governm ent. The notion of an ac tive  God who intervened in m en 's  secu

la r a ffa irs  is a c ruc ia l  a sp e c t  of evangelica l Whig thinking which has 

e scaped  us in a se c u la r  a g e .  When a community was v is i te d  by a revival,

• ^ H .  Mower (? ) ,  Kalamazoo, May 3, 1842 , to William Wood- 
b ridge , Woodbridge MSS.

124Phineas Fullerton, Redford, January 30, 1840, to William W ooa- 
bridge , D e tro it .  Fullerton a lso  sen t Woodbridge a copy of h is  The C hris
t ian  Luminary, an an ti -C a th o l ic  trac t .
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W oodbridge’s Thanksgiving Proclamation of 1840 faintly  echoed 

th is  theme and , more im portan tly , reassu red  the re lig ious tha t  a man 

of p ie ty  properly exp ressed  the ir  gratitude to God as  th e ir  rep re sen ta 

t iv e .  W oodbridge thanked the  Almighty for " the coun tle ss  m ercies and 

benefits  he has  been  p leased  to extend to u s , "  particu larly , he noted , 

for the  p o s s e s s io n  of "po li t ica l  in s ti tu tions  insuring tha t d e fec ts  may

be remedied w ithout convulsing  soc ie ty  and tha t  public  abuses  may be

127corrected  without v io lence  or bloodshed."

Woodbridge seems to have been  su ccess fu l  in bestow ing h is  

rule with an  aura of p ie ty .  One Jackson County Whig wrote him tha t 

" there  is  a God w hose  eyes run to and fro throughout the whole earth to 

show h im self strong in behalf of the upright; and I doubt not tha t you 

function under full conviction  of such a b e l ie f ."  He was sure that Wood

bridge re s ted  with confidence "in Him whose divinity  guides the  end of
lop

a l l  human ac tio n ."

H eaven could "own" the  Whig c a u se ,  but an  angry God could 

c h a s t i s e  the  W higs for pride and w orld liness  . Detroit Postm aster Thomas 

Rowland, a W hig , in terpre ted  W illiam Henry H arrison 's  death  as  such  a 

pun ishm ent. An "all w ise  and benevolent G o d ," he s a id ,  ordered all 

t h in g s .

^ ^Free P r e s s , October 26, 1840.

• ^ B e n j a m i n  j # M ather, Jackson , February 24, 1841 to  William 
W oodbridge, W ash ing ton , Woodbridge MSS.
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If we have  offended God by vainly claiming to ourse lves  the 
glory of our late aston ish ing  and unpara lle led  triumph as a po litica l 
party hailing  it as the re su lt  of our skill and sag a c i ty ,  and c a s t  
off for the time our dependence on him (sic) and put our trust in an 
arm of f le sh ,  it is in accordance  with h is  ordinary dealing tha t we 
should rece ive  our punishment in the very thing wherein we have 
offended, so tha t 'our p leasan t  v ices  are  made whips to scourge 
u s . 1 H ence in the lo s s  / o f _ 7 out Idolized President and the humili
a tion  and d estruc tion  of our great Whig party _ ^ e re  we punished!/7".

123
•  •  •

In Rowland's p ie ty  we can  see  at f irs t  hand the sources of the 

a n t i -p o l i t ic a l  and a n t i -p a r ty  sentim ent d iscu ssed  e a r l ie r .  That p iety  

encouraged the deva lua tion  of p e rso n a l loya lty  to a po litica l leade r  or 

p a rty .  The la t te r  were secu la r  and by nature profane, and the pious 

read ily  saw the danger of p lacing  too much re liance  upon men or of be 

coming too in fa tua ted  with party s p ir i t .  They a lready p o s se s se d  an 

a l te rn a te  s e t  of va lu es  which took precedence  over such obvious th ings 

of the  w o r ld .

The party  i ts e lf  could be seen  by evangelical WTiigs as  count

ing for very  l i t t le  as  a secu la r  in s t i tu t io n .  It was but one agen t which 

God might choose  to u se  to fulfill His plan for America. After the b itter 

Whig defea t of 1844, one Monroe Whig lead e r  wrote to Woodbridge:

For m yself,  I mourn the la te  C on test ,  because  it seems to be 
pregnant with g rea t M oral, as well a s  po li t ica l  Evil to our beloved 
Country. Our Fathers thought, and we have  thought tha t America 
was des tin ed  by Divine Providence to a c t  an  effic ien t and most con
sp icuous part in the  regenera tion  of true Liberty and Religion in the

■^Thom as Rowland, D e tro it ,  January 25, 1842 , to W illiam Wood
bridge , W ash ing ton , Woodbridge MSS.
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W orld . Can it be tha t a ll  our Hopes are so soon to be b la s ted ?
W ill not God in a Way tha t we cannot now com prehend, y e t  cause  
America to become the Joy and the Praise  of the whole Earth ? 1 3 0

3. Politica l Revivalism .

Although the Whigs organized the ir  party la te ,  once they  were 

underw ay , in 1837, they waged a v irtually  continuous campaign until 

1840 th a t  seem s to  have been a kind of po litica l rev iva lism . Whig 

p o li t ic a l  p icn ic s  resem bled camp m eetings, Whig evange lica ls  spoke 

a po litica l idiom resembling tha t of the re v iv a lis t ,  and the party  caught 

an en thusiasm  in those  years  which can  be compared only to the  enthu

siasm  of the  extended r e v iv a l .

In the  dark days of 1836 Charles C le land , Whig ed itor and former 

Antimason, prayed: "God grant tha t there  may yet be a redeeming spirit

in the  people  and tha t i t  may break forth . . . ere it is  too la te  to save  

131th e  R epub lic ."  C leland  must have thought tha t the "redeeming spirit" 

w as breaking forth by 1837, and if not then , certa in ly  by 1839, as Whigs 

w ent to the polls  in unprecedented  numbers, and as  a p itch  of enthusiasm  

sw ept the  e lec to ra te  w hich , by a ll acco u n ts ,  has  seldom been  matched 

in American p o li t ic s  .

130Oliver Johnson, Monroe, November 2 0, 1844, to William Wood- 
bridge , W ash ing ton , D . C . ,  Woodbridge MSS.

C harles  C le lan d , D etro it ,  July 26, 1836, to W illiam Wood
bridge , Springw ells , Woodbridge MSS.
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Whig "camp m eetings" were thoroughly "Arminian" in po lit ica l  

theo logy . They gathered toge ther all those  without d is t inc tion  of 

party  who opposed  Democratic misrule and wanted to c a s t  out the 

r a s c a l s .  Entire fam ilies  loaded them selves on w agons, joined to 

ge ther with o ther wagons or persons on foot or on h o rseback , and 

trooped in c av a lcad es  to po lit ica l  r a l l ie s ,  prepared to spend the day .

The la d ie s  packed food and the men packed hard c id e r .  The meeting . 

w as a ra l ly ,  a p ic n ic ,  a rev iva l,  and a chance  to so c ia l iz e  all rolled 

into o n e .  The First D is tr ic t W higs held such a rally  in 1840. The D is

tr ic t  committee recommended tha t  a ll who could should "bring with them, 

a trencher of Pork and Beans, Johnny C ake , and other Log Cabin fix

in g s ."  Ladies were invited  and "their f ixens , the  Committee le av e  to
I  Q O

th e m se lv e s ,  as  they  are  a lw ays in good t a s t e . "

A Dem ocratic observer of a Whig m eeting in Kalamazoo County 

c r i t ic ized  the  ra lly  for its  "mock religious ceremony" and, with h os ti le  

exaggera tion , unw ittingly  suggested  how su ccess fu l  the  Whigs were in 

blending re lig ion  and p o l i t ic s .  He had observed  "the infuriated ex c i te 

ment of inebria ted  reve lings"  and wondered how the W higs expected  to 

e le c t  H arrison "by the  s e n s e le s s  d isp lay  of pictured banners  and the ex

hib ition  of c ider b a rre ls ,  mammoth balls  of johnny c a k e s ,  ,/and 7  by their 

b lasphem ous im ita tion of the Holy Supper of our b le sse d  Savior in giving

^ C i r c u l a r ,  July 1, 1840, Woodbridge MSS.
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parched com  and hard c id e r  to their devotees say ing , 'drink ye all
, 133 of i t . " ’

The W higs were playing upon the  appeal of the folkways of 

New England a s  well as upon religious symbolism and succeeded  in 

incorporating both into their cam paign. Hard cider had its  p lace  in 

th e  cu ltu ra l symbolism and helped energize Whig gatherings . Years 

la te r  a W hig reca lled  th a t  in 1840 "Log cab ins  and coonskins were 

fam iliar th in g s ,  but the hard c ider was merely a rem in iscence  of by-

1 3 4
gone days in New England ."  W higs indignantly re jec ted  the  Demo

c ra t ic  charge tha t alcohol caused  Whig fervor. William Woodbridge 

gave a more sublime interpreta tion:

It is  w orse  than  purile  van ity  to pretend that Whig enthusiasm  
of the  day has  i ts  origins in the G rog-shop! . . . W e see a moral 
power at work which must and will hurl from their  s ea ts  the  bad 
men who now occupy the high p laces  of our national g o v e r n m e n t .  ^ 5

A M ethodist m inister described  to Woodbridge the fervor pre

va iling  at a Whig convention in Columbus, Ohio:

Never s ince  the days of '76 was there  so much re jo ic ing— Every 
heart b e a ts  with high an tic ipation  of . . . s u c c e s s .  . . . And a 
feeling  of en thusiasm  and zeal will be carried from th is  convention 
which w ill  produce a revolution in the  minds of the  despa ir ing  and
desponden t .-^36

133pree  P re s s ,  June 19, 1840, p .  2 .

^ ^ E d w a rd W . Barber, "The Vermontville C o lony ," MPHC, XXVIII, 2 38.

135^/^11110m W oodbridge, Detroit, August 22 , 1840, to I s s a c  Van 
O linda , New York, Woodbridge MSS.

• ^ J o h n  M, W oodbridge, Columbus, Ohio, February 21, 1840 to 
W illiam  W oodbridge, W oodbridge MSS.
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Religious en thusiasm  in po litics  made for an  in tens ity  of parti

san  p o l i t ic s  tha t stirred the  e lec to ra te  as  i t  never had been stirred be

fo re .  S ilas  Beebe w atched the  Detroit c ity  e lec tion  in 1838 and then 

wrote in h is  diary tha t

such  a f u s s / rumpus, and a rioting I never w itnessed  in a s ta te  
e lec t io n .  The h a n d -b i l l s ,  f la g s ,  p rocess ion , and a band of music 
with a m arshall mounted on a richly caparisoned  horse with g ilt  
t r a p p in g s . . . .

I le ft  before the e lec tion  waxed h o t te s t ,  but learned tha t there  
was figh ting , broken heads and bloody n o ses  and tha t the  Whigs

I 07

were the  su cc ess fu l  party .

The "mighty democratic upris ing" of 1840 was cuased  in great

m easure  by po li t ica l  rev iva lism — and the reaction  to i t— which had

been  carried  on s in ce  1837 and which helped to moralize p o l i t i c s . One

M ichigan Whig said  tha t "the po li t ic s  of our time can  be compared to

nothing so fifly a s  the  great Norwegian Maelstrom which carr ie s  into

its  vortex  everything tha t  comes within its  in fluence , so tha t a man

138c a n  s ca rc e ly  th ink  or speak  of anything e l s e . "  D ecades la te r  a 

po li t ic ian  told about the  h ea t of 1840 and "the topic  of the day— whig 

p o l i t ic s :"

w hatever e lse  a man might h ave , in tha t  wonderful year of 1840, 
he was sure to have an extra supply of p o l i t ic s .  And it  was po li
t ic s  of a kind w hich , l ike  Josh Billings hornet, a lw ays meant

^ ^ Q u o te d  in Hem ans, Stevens T h o m s o n M a s o n ,  p p . 446-47 .

^ ^T h o m as  Rowland, Uniontown, P a . ,  July 19, 1840, to William 
W oodbridge, Wroodbridge MSS.
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b u s in e s s .  If two strangers  met each other in the w o o d s , they 
could not be together five minutes before they would be d is 
cu ss in g  th is  all absorbing them e. /T h e  campaign ha_d7 so much 
of the  s tirring and dramatic in it.^^~"

Shortly a fte r  the campaign a young man wrote in h is  diary:

Never w as a po li t ica l  campaign carried on with such z e a l .  
M ass  m eetings, s p e e c h e s ,  songs, were the  order of the  day, 
t i l  the  entire  Union was ag ita ted .  Every nerve was strained 
and every means tried which a fruitful imagination could cho ise  
(sic) to  ensure  s u c c e s s .

Po litical life  of such  in tens ity , conviction , and moral drama, 

where  the  p a r t ic ip an ts  see  in party conflict the  symbolic conflic t of 

great moral p r in c ip le s ,  re su l ts  from the moralization of po litics  .

Robert Lane has  described  a s i tua tion  of low political ten s ion  as  one 

in which "po lit ic s  has  not been moralized" and a low level of p a rt ic i

pa tion  e x i s t s .  According to Lane, low lev e ls  of po li t ica l  tension  have 

ex is ted  in the United S ta tes  when

the pa rtie s  have not been invested  with strong moral feeling; the 
i s s u e s  are  not seen  a s  moral i s su e s ;  the po litica l leaders  have 
not been  made moral heroes and v il la in s  . This has  the effect of 
reducing the s tak e s  in e lec tions  and making commitment to one 
po li t ica l  group a ra ther lo o se  affair that can  be d isso lved  as the 
s itua tion  may requ ire .  It permits t icke t sp li t t ing , sw itch ing , and 
a rapid ad justm ent when the opposition party w i n s . *41

O bviously , the  reverse  of all th e se  things held in M ichigan in 

the  period 1837-1840. H is to rians  have often said tha t by 1840 Whigs

139^ .D .P . Van Buren, "The Log Schoolhouse Era," MPHC, XIV, 322 .

l ^ H e n r y  C h ase ,  Tournal, 1826-48, Supply C hase  MSS, BHC.

1^1 Robert E. Lane, Political Ideology (New York: Free Press of 
G len co e , 1962), p .  344.
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and Democrats seemed most a l ik e ,  yet it was in 1840 that Whigs and 

Democrats them selves  were thinking that there were great differences 

be tw een them and that they thought of them selves as "us" and thought 

of the ir  opponents as  " th e y ."  Broad symbolic groups had been created  

and the  pa rtie s  had become emotionally s ign ifican t reference  g ro u p s .

For th e se  and o ther reasons  the e lec tion  of 1840 needs to be 

re -ex am in ed . H is to rians  have said  tha t in 1840 the W higs copied the ir  

cam paign methods from the Democrats and learned to "go Democratic" 

in the ir  appeal to the  m asses  . The im plication has been tha t the  Whigs, 

being the  party  of the  c l a s s e s ,  had to d isg u ise  them selves  to win the 

the  m asse s  . The W higs could win only by "stooping to conquer ."  Aside 

from the unwarranted assum ption  regarding the c la s s  com position of par

t i e s ,  th is  in te rp re ta tion  ignores to ta lly  the  previous developm ent of Whig 

Party ch a rac te r  and campaign s ty le .  In M ichigan the  Whig posture  of 1840 

w as rooted as much in Whig p receden ts  a s  in Democratic p receden ts  I 

Its  s ty le  w as heav ily  influenced by Yankee culture and evange lica l  re 

l ig io n . The W higs had po li t ic ized  and secu larized  both, and had not done 

th is  overn igh t. As early  a s  1836 M ichigan Whigs had consc ious ly  se t  

about broadening and secu la r iz ing  the ir  image and ap p ea l .  In the pro

c e s s  the ir  m ilitant evangelism  w as tempered and diffused into a form in 

which it could win broad su p p o r t . The Whig Detroit Tournal and Courier 

had adm itted in 1836 tha t "our party prints are  too much add ressed  to the 

u ltras  of /5 u r 7  own party , with whom no further argument is necessa ry ;
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and not at all fit ted  to win the  a s s e n t  of moderate men, much le s s  to 

make converts  from the o p p o s i t io n ." The firs t  ob jec t  of a minority 

new spaper ^/and partjy7, therefore , was to win the  uncommitted. Argu

ments "which weigh most with the confirmed advoca tes  of the party" 

were " le a s t  fit ted  for th a t  purpose .

Already in 1835 the Advertiser had ten ta tive ly  begun to p rac tice  

th is  preaching and became inc reas ing ly  moderate and secu larized  in 

1836, dropping, for example, n a t iv is t ,  an ti-C a tho lic ,  tem perance, and 

re lig ious  a r t ic le s  and ed i to r ia ls ,  and paying more a tten tion  to occupa

tio n a l  groups such a s  farm ers, b u s inessm en , m echan ics, and lab o re rs .  

Indeed , after 1836 the A dvertise r , like Whig county and s ta te  conven

t io n s ,  p ro tes ted  its  fr iendship  for foreigners and i ts  opposition to mixing 

re lig ion  and p o li t ic s  .

Whig s u c c e s s  in 1839 and 1840 lay  in the creation of an image 

which was d iffuse  enough to include n o n -evangelica ls  ye t which would 

s t i l l  re ta in  re a ssu ra n ce  for the  e v an g e l ic a ls .

^ ^A dvertiser, November 15, 1836, p . 2.



www.manaraa.com

CHAPTER VIII

RELIGIOUS GROUPS AND POLITICAL PARTIES 

1837-1852



www.manaraa.com

CHAPTER VIII

RELIGIOUS GROUPS AMD POLITICAL PARTIES 

1837-1852

I have te s ted  most of the propositions re la ting  to how relig ious 

groups voted  a g a in s t  the  ava ilab le  re lig ious and voting d a t a . The l a t 

te r  s tr ik ingly  su g g es ts  tha t  the  Whigs were the party of religion: native, 

P ro tes tan t re lig io n . And in towns and counties  where evangelical chur

ches  were s trong , the  W hig-Free Soil vo te  alm ost without exception  

tended to be la rg e .

The major evangelica l  churches in M ichigan were the  New and 

Old School P resby te r ians , C o n g rega tiona lis ts ,  and B ap tis ts .  The major 

n o n -ev an g e lic a l  churches were the  M ethod is ts ,  E p iscopalians , Dutch 

Reformed C h r is t ia n s ,  and L utherans . The C a th o lic s ,  of co u rse ,  were 

non- e v a n g e l ic a l .

The C a tho lics  and evange lica ls  were the po li t ica lly  most po lar

ized  groups, with the  ev an g e lica ls  overwhelmingly supporting the an ti-  

Democratic p a r t ie s ,  and the C atho lics  overwhelmingly for the  D em ocrats . 

The M ethod is ts  and E piscopalians  were more c lo se ly  d iv ided , with the 

M ethodists  favoring the Democrats and the Episcopalians the  W higs.

The Lutherans and Dutch w ere , l ike  the  C a th o lics ,  heavily  influenced 

by their  e thnocultural background (of which th e ir  relig ion was a p a r t) ,

312
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and voted s trongly  D em ocratic . Different voting patterns of religious 

groups w ithin  e thnocultural groups will be d is c u s se d  in the  chapter on 

ethnocultural g roups.

Religion As A Cause of Political Alignment

Religion w a s  a s ign ifican t cause  and not a corre la te  of party 

p re fe ren ce .  The evangelica l-W hig  a lignm ent, for example, w as not the 

acc id en ta l  by-product of some o ther c au se  of po lit ica l  ch o ice ,  say  eco

nomic in te re s t .  Religion i t s e l f ,  of course , is  interm eshed with soc ia l  

and economic conditions and is u sua lly  part of any ind iv idua l 's  cultural 

background.* The claim tha t "religion" was a cau se  of party  a ffilia tion  

m eans something broader than  any doctrinal system or its in s titu tiona l 

e x p re ss io n .  Rather it m eans , more awkwardly, something tha t is re lig io- 

cu ltura l or e thno -re lig ious  .

Gerhard Lenski has dem onstrated , in The Religious Factor (1961), 

tha t re lig ion  in Detroit in the 1950's and 1960's is a c a u se  and not a 

co rre la te  of party  p references  and po lit ica l  a t t i tu d e s .  Lenski co llec ted  

d e ta i led  information on a rep re sen ta t iv e  sample of individuals in four 

major re lig ious  groups (P ro testan ts , C a th o lics ,  Jews, Negro P ro te s ta n ts ) , 

and u sed  m ultivaria te  a n a ly s is  to make h is  c a s e .  W hile the  kinds of 

da ta  and techn iques  av a ilab le  to Lenski are not availab le  for th is  study,

^See, j e . j j . ,  H. Richard Niebuhr, The Social Sources of Denomina- 
tiona lism  (New York: Henry Holt and C o . ,  I n c . ,  1929).
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th e  logic  of h is  approach i s ,  and so are h is  provocative hyp o th eses .

It was not relig ion in terms of "doctrinal orthodoxy" tha t  Lenski 

found to have an influence on party aff ilia tion  and on secu lar life  in 

g enera l ,  but ra ther a "religious orientation" which he ca lled  "devotion

al ism ."

W hereas the la t te r  is linked with many d is t in c t iv e  a tt i tudes  
toward p o li t ica l  and economic i s s u e s , the  former generally  plays 
a neutral ro le .  One cannot help but conclude tha t u n le ss  our data  
are se r iously  m isleading . . . doctrinal orthodoxy foste rs  a more 
com partm entalized type of re lig ious be lie f  and experience . In 
o ther w ords/ devotionalism  seems to encourage its  adherents  to 
think in terms of 'the  oneness  of l i f e '  and to  d isregard  the popular 
d is t in c t io n s  between that which is re lig ious and tha t  which is s ecu 
lar; but orthodoxy appears  to have the  opposite  e ffec t .^

L ensk i 's  concep t of devotionalism  helps charac te r ize  the  a tt i tudes  

and mood of the  e v a n g e l ic a ls .  It is re lev an t ,  a lso ,to  a group such  as  

the  Q uakers /  who were not Revival C alv in is ts  and not ev an g e lica l ,  but 

p ie t i s t  or d e v o t io n a l i s t . The Quakers had an uncompartmentalized view 

of re lig ion  and l i f e ,  and a concern  for the m ora l-soc ia l  welfare of the 

community and voted s trongly Whig and Free S o i l .

The evange lica l  and non-evangelica l  alignment tha t I have found 

in W ayne County and eas te rn  M ichigan is very similar to the  "puritan" 

and "non-puritan"  alignm ent tha t Lee Benson found in New York State in 

th e  1840 's .  B enson 's  "puritans"  were p ie t is t  and concerned for the moral 

w elfare  of the community, and "other factors held co ns tan t,  puritans would

O
Gerhard Lenski, The Religious Factor (Garden C ity , New York: 

D oubleday and C o . ,  I n c . ,  1961), p .  186; see  pp. 182-87.
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be more like ly  to vote  W hig , non-puritans to vote  D em ocratic ."  He 

warned th a t  "No im plication is in tended . . . that all or an overwhelm

ing majority of W higs and Democrats were puritans and non-puritans  

re sp e c t iv e ly .  The inference  refers to central tendencies  and not to  

pe rfec t or near perfect re la t io n s h ip s . " 3 The same warning holds for 

ev an g e lica ls  and n o n -ev an g e lic a ls  and W higs and Democrats in e a s t 

ern M ichigan .

Method: Religious Preference and Religiosity

The main source of re lig ious data  is the 185 0 cen su s  manuscript 

of soc ia l  s t a t i s t i c s  which l i s t s  each  church by denomination in every 

tow n, and gives the  number of "accommodations" or s e a ts  in each build

in g . The number of s e a ts  was used  as  a re la tive  m easure  of denomina

tiona l strength  by computing the percen tage  each  denomination had of

the  to ta l  s e a t s .  These pe rcen tages  became the "relig ious preferences"

4
of each  tow n. Thus, Redford tow nship  had three  M ethodist churches 

with 450 s e a t s ,  one Baptist church with 250, and one Dutch Reformed 

w ith  150; i ts  M ethodist p reference  was 53 percen t,  its  Baptist preference

q
°Benson, Concept of Tacksonian Dem ocracy, p .  2 07. "The Whigs 

were the 're lig ious  party ' and the  Democrats the 'free thought' party , p . 193.

4
I am indebted to Philip A. N oraquist,  "The Ecology of Organized 

Religion in the  United S ta tes: 1850" (unpublished P h .D . d is se r ta t io n ,  
U nivers ity  of W ashington , 1964) , for developing th is  technique with county 
d a ta ,  and to Professor Thomas Pres sly for suggesting  the method re la ting  
to " re l ig io s i ty ."
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w as  29 percen t ,  and its Dutch Reformed preference was  18 percent.  

Ecorse ,  with only one Catholic church of 2 00 sea ts  had a Catholic 

preference of 100 percen t .  Since the preference alone could be m is 

leading  I considered a lso  the whole number of s ea ts  as  well  a s  the 

" re lig ios ity"  of each town, i . e .  , the ratio of al l church s ea t s  to . 

population represen ted  by the to ta l  number of church sea t s  in any 

town. Redford's  to ta l  of 850 church sea ts  represented  52 percent  of 

i ts  populat ion of 1642, while  Ecorse 1 s 200 sea t s  were only 32 percent  

of its  populat ion of 631.

The number of s e a t s ,  of co u rse ,  is not necessa r i ly  a measure 

or indication of membership.  As it w a s ,  many if not most communicat

ing members of Protestant  churches  were women and children .  I have 

a s s u m e d ,  however,  that  the number of church sea t s  of different denomi

nations  in the  townships  represented  a re la t ive  measure  of different r e -  

l ig io u s -a f f i l i a t io n s . In one sense  the re l ig ios i ty  of a township is a 

good measure  of re l ig ious  in tens i ty ,  because  the very7 fact  tha t  churches 

were buil t  or not buil t  in t h e se  largely rural  townships  usual ly  indicated 

the concerns  of the community.  When J. D.  Johnston took a census  of 

the re lig ious  and na tional groups in Detroit  in 1853 , he counted only 

about two dozen a th ie s t s  out of a population of some 40 ,000  persons:  

Everyone e l s e  pro fessed  to be affi l ia ted with some church. Yet, a l l  of 

those  persons were not members — only a small  minority w a s - - a n d  many 

were  marginal types  and non-church goers .  There was  no way to



www.manaraa.com

317

determine the number in tensely  involved in the var ious denominations 

from Johnston’s d a ta .  Yet men and women in a rural township who 

sacr if iced  to build a church gave a fairly sure sign of the intensity of 

the ir  re lig ious  in te res t  while  those  in towns which bui l t  no churches 

can  be a ssu m ed ,  u sua l ly ,  to have given a sign of their  re la tive  d i s in 

te r e s t  .

Protes tants  and Whiggery

The ava i lab le  da ta  indica tes  tha t  the Whigs were the party of 

churched Protes tan ts  in Michigan . Whig-Free Soil a r e a s ,  compared 

to Democratic a r e a s ,  had far more church s e a t s ,  supporting the thes i s  

tha t  Whiggery was  the party of "rel igion.  " In Wayne County in 1850, 

for example ,  there  were five Protes tant denominations (Presbyterian,  

Bapt is t ,  Lutheran,  M ethod is t ,  Dutch Reformed) in the four h ighest  

Democratic towns (1848-1852) with a to ta l  of 2050 s e a t s .  In the four 

lowest Democratic towns there were three denominations (Presbyterian,  

Bapt is t ,  M ethodis t ) ,  with  s ea t s  to ta ll ing 3 610. Although the Whig-Free 

Soil towns had about 1500 more Protes tant  church s e a t s ,  they had a 

smaller aggregate  population (5128) than the Democratic towns (5964), 

indicat ing tha t  Whig-Free  Soil preponderance was not due to re la tive  size 

of p o p u la t io n ,

This same pattern held in Oakland and Wastenaw Count ies .
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TABLE 29

PROTESTANT SEATS, 1850, IN TOP DEMOCRATIC AND 
WHIG-FREE SOIL TOWS, 1848 -1 8 5 2 , 

OAKLAND AND WASHTENAW

D em o cra tic W h ig -F ree  S o i l

W ashtenaw

to p  4 tow ns 775 2 ,3 7 5

O ak land

to p  4 tow ns ---- 1 ,7 5 0

to p  7 tow ns 410 2 ,0 5 0

Similarly,  in the five counties  which c a s t  the h ighes t  Demo-

cra tic  vote  in the  s ta te  in 1852 , there were 6250 Protestant sea ts ;  in 

the five counties . re tu rn ing  the lowest Democratic vote  in 1852 there 

were  9390 Protes tant  s e a t s .

The a s s o c ia t i o n  of Protestant strength and Whig-Free  Soil 

s trength was  both rural  and urban, as  da ta  for Detroit ' s  wards  indi

c a t e s .  The cen su s  of 1850 provided no useful data for Detroit  w ards ,  

but the  publisher of the  Detroit City Directory in 1853 undertook to 

gather a c en su s  "Showing . . . the severa l  National and Religious 

d iv is ions"  in each  ward."* Table 30 shows the percentage  of Prot

e s ta n t s  in each  ward compared with Democratic strength in 1852 . It

^Johns to n 's  Detroit Directory and Business  Advertiser,  1853-4 
(Detroit: Geo. E. Pomeroy and C o . ,  1853), p.  x iv .
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PER CENT PROTESTANTS 
WITH DEMOCRATIC

TABLE 30

IN DETROIT'S WARDS, 
AVERAGE 1848 , 1850, 
AND 1848-1852

1853, COMPARED 
AND 1852,

Ward % P r o t e s t a n t Dem. Avgo Dem. Avga
1848 , 1850, 1852 1848-1852

5 76 50 53

1 72 52 59

6 70 49 52

3 66 50 54

2 65 51 55

7 54 56 58

8 53 68 75

4 43 61 65

is evident tha t  Protes tants  were divided in their  poli t ica l  loy a l t i e s ,  

but it is a l so  c lea r  tha t  the five w eakes t  Democratic wards were those  

with  the most Pro tes tan ts ;  the three wards  with the l e a s t  Protes tants  

were the s trongest  Democratic .

The pe rcen tages  in Table 3 0 are based  on figures for the to ta l  

popula tion ,  not the e lec to ra te .  The percent of Catholic voters  prob

ably exceeded  the percent  of Catholics  in the population,  s ince  Cath

o l ics  were  mostly  foreign born.  George A. Boeck has  shown that  there 

tended  to be a d ispropor tionate  number of adult  males among the foreign

born and therefore e s t im ates  of foreign born voting potentia l  based  on

6
popula tion figures usually need to be rev ised  upward.

6George A. Boeck, "A His torical  Note on the Uses  of Census  Re
t u r n s , "  Mid-America (January, 1962), pp.  46-50 .
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Evangelicals :  Presby ter ians ,  C ongrega t iona l is ts ,  
and Baptists

Evangel ica l ism, or Arminianized Calvin ism,  or Revival Calv in

ism,  cut a c ro ss  the n ineteenth  century Protes tant churches .  Timothy 

L. Smith identif ied "Four s ignificant  s tra ins  of thought and feel ing 

/ w h i c h / f l o w e d  freely ac ro ss  denominational l ines :"  1) Tradi t ionalism,

2) Orthodox C alv in ism ,  3) Evangelical  Arminianism, and 4) Revival 

C a lv in i sm .

Tradit ionalism is the term which bes t  desc r ibes  the mood com
mon to High Church Episcopalian  and Old Lutheran le ad e rs .  Ortho
dox C a lv in i sm , the bogeyman of socia l  h is to r ians  was a dying dog
ma. Old School P resby te r ians ,  Antimission Bapt is ts ,  a small  minor
ity of the most conserva t ive  C o n grega t iona l i s t s , and two or three 
minor Protes tant s ec t s  were i ts  sole  champions.  . . . Revival C a l 
vin ism w a s , paradoxically  enough, almost Arminian on the  matters  
of e lec t ion  and free will  and leaned toward 'new m easures '  and 
interfa ith  fe l lowship .  This point of view charac te r ized  New School 
P resby te r ians ,  most C ongrega t iona l i s t s ,  Low Church Ep iscopal ians ,  
Regular Bap t i s t s ,  D isc ip les  of C hr is t ,  and those  of the New Lutherans 
who were not thoroughly Arminianized. Evangelical  Arminians claimed 
the a l leg iance  of a v a s t  army of Methodis ts  of a l l  so r t s ,  the German 
W es ley an  s e c t s ,  the Fr iends ,  many New Lutherans,  the Cumberland 
P resby te r ians ,  and the  Free Will B ap t i s t s . ' 7

Smith's  use  of "evangel ica l"  obviously differs from mine.  He 

used  it in i ts  primary s en se  of go sp e l -b ea r in g .  The M ethod is ts ,  in th is  

s e n s e ,  were perhaps the most evangel ica l  of a l l  nineteenth  century chur

c hes  b e c a u s e  of the ir  hordes of c ircuit  r iders  who brought the  gospel to 

thousands  on the American f ront iers .  I prefer to regard the Revival Cal 

v in i s t s  a s  d i s t inc t ive ly  evange l ica l  becau se  they were 1) p ie t i s t

^Smith,  Revivalism and Social  Reform, pp.  32 -33 .  See a l so  
F o s te r ,  United Front,  pp.  251-52 .



www.manaraa.com

3 2 1

emphasiz ing re lig ious  exper ience  over r i tua l ,  2 ) rev iva l -p rone ,  and 

partly Arminianized in the fashion of Finney, 3) theocra t ic ,  4) gospel 

b ear ing ,  through the miss ionary work of the interdenominational agen 

c i e s ,  and ,  most importantly,  5) concerned for the moral and socia l
g

welfare  of the  community .

The evange l ica l  c reden t ia ls  of the Presbyterians have been 

suff ic iently  e s t a b l i s h e d .  Michigan 's  leading evange l ica l ,  for example, 

w as  the  Presbyterian  leader George Duffield.  Presbyterian piety does 

not seem to have stopped at  the leadersh ip  leve l .  The "Records of the 

Presbyter ian Church in D earbornv i l le , "  show the orientation of a con-
Q

gregat ion in Wayne County from 1834 to 1860. From what is mostly a 

prosaic  record of church b u s in e s s  emerges the strong pie tism of the 

church ,  the emphasis  members placed on re lig ious  exper ience and on 

pur itannical  behavio r .  Members were d ism issed  or threa tened with 

excommunicat ion for such offenses  as  the  "frequent habi t  of using 

profane language," such a s  "By God," and for being i n t e m p e r a t e . ^

g
For a different interpreta tion see Seymour Martin Lipse t ,  "Re

ligion and Pol it ics  in American H is to ry ,"  ed .  Earl Raab, Religious Con
fl ic t  in America (New York: Doubleday and C o . ,  1964), pp.  64-65.
T. Scott Miyakawa,  Pro tes tan ts  and Pioneers (Chicago: London: Uni
ve rs i ty  of Chicago P r e s s ,  1964), offers a tradit ional in te rpre ta tion,  
pp.  198-209.

9
"Records of the Presbyterian Church in Dearbornvi l le ,"  type

wri t t en  bound MS, BHC. Pp. 1-78 cover the years  1834-1860.

10Ibid.  , pp.  10-12, 38-40 .
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Such occurrences  were not frequent,  apparently b ecause  the members 

were  not given to immoral behavior.  The rare  c a s e s  would seem to 

prove the r u l e .

The Congregat ional is ts  before 1842 were indis t inguishable  

from the  Presbyterians  because  the Congregational chu rches ,  under the 

Plan of Union, were part of Michigan Synod. In 1842 some broke away 

and formed a separa te  a s s o c ia t i o n .  In 1850 there was  one Congrega

tional church in Detroit  and one small congregation (without a building) 

in Nankin townsh ip .  The Congregationali s ts  shared all  the evangel ism 

of the  P resby te r ians ,  and then some, much to the d i s t r e s s  of Reverend 

Duff ie ld.  His diary is laden with complaints aga ins t  the excess ive  zeal  

of the  C ongrega t iona l i s t s ,  their  d isdain  for church order,  and the ir  s u s 

cep t ib i l i ty  to o n e - id ea  zea lo t ry .  Duffield said tha t  the "miserable  spiri t"  

of Congregationali sm "disdained all  watch  and care  of an e ldership  or

dained to take  the  spiri tual  overs igh t ,  knows no obligation of govern

mental  r e l a t io n s ,  and inflates  each individual with the notion that  they 

(sic) are judges and have as  much right as anyone e lse  to move in mat

te rs  a ffect ing the  public socia l  / I  / i n t e r e s t s ."  ( i tal ics  mine)^  This 

remark,  whatever  i ts  f a i rn e s s ,  points prec ise ly  to one of the  most im

portant q u a l i t ie s  of evange l ica l i sm ,  namely the concern for the moral

^Vander  Velde (ed . ) ,  "Notes on the Diary of George Duff ie ld ,"  
MVHR, XXIV, 56.  The question mark is Vander Velde's;  entry for Febru
ary 28,  1847.
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and soc ia l  welfare  of the community--or the "holy enterpr ise  of mind

ing everyone e l s e ' s  b u s i n e s s . "  The difference between Presbyterians  

and C o n g re g a t io n a l i s t s , while important, seems to have been largely 

one of d e g r e e .

Next to the Presbyterians and Congregationali s ts  the most 

evange l ica l  of Michigan Protes tants  were the Bapt is ts .  All three 

shared an " e s s e n t i a l ly  common confess ion  of faith" and s ince co lo

n ia l  t imes  had been  becoming more a l i k e . The Baptists  gave strong 

support  to the benevolent s o c ie t i e s .  In the  period 1837-1852 the evan

ge l ica l  Baptist  organ, the Michigan Chr is t ian  Herald,  s teadily  concerned

i t se l f  with i s s u e s  such as  educa t ion ,  m is s io n s ,  Sabbath-keeping ,  intem-

13p e ran ce ,  s lave ry ,  cap i ta l  punishment ,  general  immorali ty,  and Popery.

On severa l  i s su e s  in the 1840rs Baptists  ea s i ly  outran the Presbyterians  

in the  vigor of the ir  in s i s t en c e  tha t  socie ty  conform to a puritannical  

way of l i f e .

The Bapt ists  were  str idently a n t i - C a t h o l i c . Ray Allen Billington 

desc r ibed  Baptists  as  "the most ac t ive  independent church group in the

1 2 MPHC, XII.. 352 .
13These  genera l iza t ions  are  based  on a reading of the Michigan 

Chr is t ian  H e ra ld , 1841-1852, the Minutes  of the Michigan Baptist Asso
c ia t io n ,  1836, 1840, 1841, 1842, 1846, 1847, 1848, 1849, 1850, and George
H. W aid ,  C en tenn ial History of the  Michigan Baptist Convention,  183 6 — 
1936 (Lansing: Hallenbeck Printing C o . ,  1936). Compare the space  Waid 
a llo t ted  to d i s c u s s io n s  of m is s io n s ,  pp.  8-19, minis teria l  educa t ion ,  
pp.  19-26, the  book fund, pp.  2.9-33, and "other c a u s e s , "  including 
s lave ry ,  tem perance ,  and Sabba th-keep ing ,  pp.  33-34.
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crusade  aga ins t  popery in the M iss i s s ip p i  v a l l e y . " 1 4  In 1850 the 

Michigan Baptist  Convent ion decla red tha t  "Our country is the arena 

which God has  chosen  for the genius and prowess of the  Anglo-Saxon 

to d e v e lo p , "  America was  th rea tened ,  however,  by "the t ide of im

migration which is se tt ing  from Europe and beat ing incessan t ly  upon 

our s h o r e s , "  endangering "the characte r  of our re lig ious  ins ti tu tions"  

and therefore  threa tening  "the relig ious  ins ti tu tions  of mankind ."

Catholic ism is here with abundant mate ria ls  upon which to 
work ,  and with super abundant means to prosecute  i ts  work.  It 
is graft ing i ts  ugly scions  upon every branch ,  and growing with 
. . . the Tree of L i b e r t y . ^

The Michigan Chris t ian  Herald from 1842 to 1852 frequently did 

ba t t le  with  Popery,  about as  frequently as  it did with in temperance ,  

and far more frequently than it deplored s lavery .  The Herald 's  an t i -  

Romanism waxed most in tense ly  around 1844 to 1846, years  during 

which  nat iv ism and an t i -C a tho l ic i sm  intensif ied  in many parts of the 

country .  In 1844 churches  were  burned in Philadelphia  and the Catholic  

b ishop w as  forced to tha t  c i ty .  The Native American Party mushroomed 

in many a reas  in the  m id - fo r t i e s ,  The Hera ld 1 s anti -Popery  s lackened  

off under new editors  in 1847 and 1848, and rev ived in 1849 after another 

change of ed i to rs .  Throughout i ts  a t tacks  on Catholic ism ran the theme 

sounded by the Convent ion in 1850, tha t  Catholic  immigration endangered

^ R a y  Allen Bill ington, "Anti-Catholic Propaganda and the Home 
M iss ionary  Movement ,  1800-1860,11 MVHR, XXII, 3 (December,  1935), 361-84 .

^ M i n u t e s  of the  Michigan Baptist  Associat ion,  1850, pp.  19-21.
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American freedom because  through the immigrants Rome would seek to

es ta b l i sh  i ts  despoti sm over the  W es t .  The Herald a lso  a s so c ia te d

Catholic  immigrants with poverty / crime,  and in temperance/ and blamed

18the  Cathol ic  re lig ion i t se l f  for fos tering these  ev i l s .

Temperance was  constant ly  promoted by the Baptist  leadersh ip .

In 1836 the State Convent ion resolved to d iscont inue  fe llowship  with

members who used  intoxicating liquors a s  a common drink and in 1840

included under the ban any who "in any way encourage the same in the

community ."  In the la te  for t ies the  convention lent its weight to the

17growing ag i ta t ion  for some kind of prohibit ion law.

The Bapt ists  in Michigan were not slow in speaking out for 

Sabbath prese rva t ion .  In 1836 the Michigan Convention said  that  it 

regre tted  Sabbath desec ra t ion  by any trave ll ing "or other unnecessa ry  

worldly employment by professors  of r e l ig io n ."  After a Democratic 

leg is la tu re  in 1842 re ins t i tu ted  the running of ra ilroad t ra ins  on the 

Sabbath/ Bapt ists  joined other evange l ica ls  in denouncing the "evil 

example"  set  by the l e g i s la tu re .  In 1846 the Herald asked :  "does 

not the State by allowing the cars  to run on the Sabbath ,  lend the high

1 fi
H e ra ld , p a s s i m , 1842-1852; see  e . g . ,  December 18, 1843, 

p.  I ,  September 23,  1844, p.  1. January 6 , 1845, p.  2 ,  December 4 ,  
1851/ p.  3 .  .

17Minutes  of the Michigan Baptist Associa tion/ 1848, p. 7; 
I b i d . ,  1850/ p.  9. Michigan Chris t ian  Hera ld ,  October 30,  IB 51, p. 3.
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sanction  of i ts  example and influence to a pract ice  which is in gross  

v io la tion  of the laws of God and m a n ? ” State governments , it s a id ,  

have no c o n s c i e n c e s ,  "But there is an order of s ta tesmen (some of 

them are beginning to be found in State leg is la tu res )  a grade above 

the bar-room po l i t ic ian ,  who think the vio la tion of a moral law, by a 

community or Sta te ,  a s  deserv ing of moral reprobation as  viola tion by 

a single  indiv idual. "

Unlike the  Presbyterians  afte r 1838, the Batpists pursued no 

moderate policy  regarding s lavery .  In 1840 they decla red their  wish  

to "clear  their  ski rts  of th is  most accursed  evil of the l a n d . "  The Con

vention delivered a n t i - s l a v e ry  reso lu t ions  throughout the 1840's,  while 

the Herald took an anti -Southern and a n t i - s la v e ry  pos it ion  on seqtional  

i s s u e s .  The editors opposed Texas Annexation b ecause  it would "per

petuate  the foul curse  of Slavery,  by giving the South the a scendency  

in the National  C o u n c i l s . "  Annexation was a "plot aga ins t  Northern 

rights  and Northern i n t e r e s t s .  . . . The whole thing has  been done at  

the behes t  of the s lavehold ing power of the South,  which ru les  this  

nation with  a despo t i sm that  is absolu tely  insu ffe rab le ."  The Herald 

supported the  a n t i - s l a v e ry  ex tens ion  posit ion of the Wilmot Proviso 

and opposed the Fugitive Slave Law of 1850. The State Convention of

18Minutes of the Michigan Baptist A ssoc ia t ion ,  1836, p.  11. 
Michigan Chris t ian  Herald ,  December,  1842 , pp.  2-3;  February 9, 1846.
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1850 ca l l ed  the law a vio la tion  of consc ience  and civil  and moral law 

and ca l led  for urgent efforts "by all lawful measures  to obtain its 

speedy r e p e a l .

1. Evangelical  Voting.

A comparison of church sea ts  in towns and counties  of different 

poli t ica l  loya l t ies  ind ica tes  tha t  evangel ica ls  voted strongly Whig-Free 

Soil .  In Wayne County in 1850 there were 350 Presbyterian and Congre- 

ga t io n a l i s t  s ea t s  in the top four Democratic towns and 1300 in the lowest  

four Democratic t o w n s . In Washtenaw County there were no Presbyterian 

or C ongrega t iona l is t  s ea t s  in the top four Democratic towns and 600 in 

the lowest  four Democratic towns .  In Oakland County there  were 2 60 Pres

byte rian  and Congregat ional sea t s  in the top seven Democratic towns and 

1350 in the  lowest  s even .  The five h ighes t  Democratic counties  in 1852 

(excluding W ayne ,  which was  t ied with another county for fifth) had 1000 

Presbyterian and Congregat ional sea ts  in 1850; in the four lowest  Demo

cra tic  count ies  there  were 3750.

Baptist  s ea t s  a l so  were heavily  concentra ted in the lowest  Demo

cra tic  count ies  and towns:

19Minutes  of the Michigan Baptist A sso c ia t io n , 1840, p . 4; I b id . , 
1841, p .  9.  H e ra ld , November 6 , 1843, p.  1; May 6 , 1844, p .  2; March 
17, 1845, p. 2; August 4,  1848, p.  2; February 28 , 1850, p.  2; October 16, 
1851, p.  2. Minutes  of the Michigan Baptist  A sso c ia t io n , 1850, p. 7.



www.manaraa.com

328

B a p t i s t  S e a ts  D em o cra tic  W hig -F ree  S o i l

F iv e  H ig h e s t  C o u n tie s  650 2 ,3 1 0

Wayne to p  4 tow ns 250 1 ,1 1 0

W ashtenaw  to p  4 tow ns 200

O ak land  to p  4 tow ns - - -  400

to p  7 tow ns   800

The most convenient method of approaching individual townships 

wil l  be to combine the re lig ious  preferences  of any evangel ica l  churches 

present to produce an "evangel ica l  p re fe rence ."  If my hypothes is  is cor

rec t  , towns with a high evange l ica l  preference and a high re lig ios ity  

should be in the Whig-Free  Soil camp. Only two towns in Wayne County 

had high evange l ica l  preferences  and high r e l i g io s i t i e s :

Plymouth:
P r e s b y t e r i a n  (O .S .)  p r e f e r e n c e  38%
B a p t i s t  p r e f e r e n c e  31%,

E v a n g e l ic a l  p r e f e r e n c e  69% R e l i g i o s i t y :  107%

L iv o n ia ;
B a p t i s t  p r e f e r e n c e  40%
P r e s b y t e r i a n  p r e f e r e n c e  30%

E v a n g e l ic a l  p r e f e r e n c e  70% R e l i g i o s i t y :  73%

Both Plymouth and Livonia were leading Whig-Free  Soil s trong

holds , the second and third lowest  Democratic towns in Wayne County 

(1848-1852). The two towns w e re ,  with Canton,  the most consis ten t ly  

"upper c l a s s "  of Wayne County 's  towns (see Chapter IV). Canton and 

Livonia,  pa r t icu la r ly ,  were remarkably a like  in economic st ructure and

prosper i ty ,  with middle c l a s s  farmers a subs tan t ia l  element  among the
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potent ia l  vote rs  of both .  The potent ia l  e lec to ra te  in both to w ns ,  too ,  

was  predominantly native born. Yet Canton had a Democratic average 

of 64 pe rcen t .  Its re lig ious  prefe rence ,  however,  was  different from 

Livonia 's :  al though it had a Presbyterian church and preference of 3 7  

percen t ,  i ts  Methodist  preference was  63 percent (religiosity 71%),. so 

that  Canton ,  unlike Plymouth and Livonia,  was  non -ev an g e l ica l .  It 

may have b een ,  al though I cannot show it ,  tha t  C anton 's  New York born 

potentia l  vo te rs  (55%) were predominantly of Yorker d e s c e n t - - a n  ethno

cultura l  group which tended to vote  Democratic in New York. The ab 

sence  of evidence on th is  point  may be s ignif icant.  Although Canton

bordered Plymouth and Livonia,  and those  two towns showed many signs

20of "Yankeeness ,  *' the same is not true of Canton.  The s ignificant 

points of compar ison and contras t  were these :  Plymouth and Livonia 

were  mainly Yankee,  Pro tes tan t ,  ev an ge l ica l ,  p rosperous,  and Whig-  

Free Soi l .  Canton was  predominantly Pro tes tan t,  non -ev an g e l ica l ,  

poss ib ly  Yorker,  p rosperous ,  and Democratic .

In Oakland County two towns had a high evangel ica l  prefer

ence  and high re l ig ios i ty  in 1850. Milford township  was  the second

20 Daniel  B. Riebel,  "Founding a Pioneer Home in Plymouth, 
M ich igan ,  182 5 to 1840" (unpublished M as te r ' s  t h e s i s ,  Wayne State 
Univers i ty ,  1961). Net t ie  L. Dibble (ed . ) ,  "His tor ical  Data of Plymouth 
Township,  Wayne County,  M ich ig an ,"  typewri t ten MS in BHC, 1930-31. 
Nettie L. Dibble ( ed . ) ,  "The Presbyterian Church in Plymouth, Michigan," 
typewri t ten  MS in BHC, 1960. Plymouth His torical  Soc ie ty ,  "Papers Read, 
1949-50 ,"  MS in BHC. Domenic P. Paris ,  The Heritage of Livonia (pri
va te ly  pr in ted ,  1962).
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highes t  Whig-Free  Soil unit in the county (62%), and Farmington had a 

solid an ti -Democratic  average of 59 percent.  Both were moderately 

p rosperous ,  not very different from such Democratic towns as  Waterford 

(Average Value of Tools,  $12 7) and Orion ($147).

Evangelical  Average 
Religiosity Preference Value Tools

Milford 8 8 % 69% $115
Farmington 6 8  60 117

Eight other Oakland towns had evangelical  preferences  but not 

high r e l i g i o s i t i e s . One cannot generalize  about these  towns regarding 

the ir  re lig ion and p o l i t i c s ,  but it is worth noting that  three  of the four 

with  the h ighes t  r e l ig io s i t ie s  were Whig-Free  Soil tow ns .  Avon had a 

50 percent Democratic average ,  but i ts  Democratic vote  in 1850 and 1852 

w as  la rge .  Except for Lyon, the towns were moderately prosperous.

In W ashtenaw County th ree  towns had both high evangelical  pre 

fe rences  and high re l ig ios i ty :

Religiosity Evangelical Avg.Val. Party Avg0x 
Preference Tools

A u g u s ta  657, 48+ $ 80 WFS 617a

S a l in e  60% 69 85 WFS 58%

Y ork  59% 100 102 D 52%

+P lu s  a Q uaker p r e f e r e n c e  o f  19%

E l e c t i o n s  1848, 1849, 1851, 1852 av e rag ed ,,
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TABLE 31

EIGHT OAKLAND COUNTY TOWNS WITH LOW RELIGIOSITY AND 
HIGH EVANGELICAL PREFERENCE, COMPARED BY WEALTH 

(AVERAGE VALUE OF TOOLS) AND PARTY STRENGTH3

Towns R e l i g i o s i t y Evango P r e f . Avg. V a l.T o o ls P a r ty  Avg.

Lyon 35% 100% $ 70 WFS 58%

T roy 32% 56% 101 WFS 60%

Avon 31% 100% ___ b D 50%

S o u th f i e ld 30% 60% 135 WFS 55%

Novi 28% 100% 124 WFS 61%

B lo o m fie ld 19% 52% b D 63%

H ig h la n d 18% 100% 128 D 55%

O akland 10% 100% 160 D 64%

aE l e c t i o n s  1845, 1847 , 1850 , 1852, a v e ra g e d . 

^N ot a v a i l a b l e .

D = D e m o c ra tic  

WFS = W h ig -F ree  S o i l
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None were prosperous.  Two were leading Whig-Free  Soil to w n s , 

but York had a Democratic average of 52 p e rcen t , a Baptist  preference 

of 100 p e rcen t ,  and a high re l ig ios i ty .  It was the only town in W ayne ,  

W ash tenaw ,  and Oakland (and Hillsdale) Counties which had a high 

evange l ica l  preference and high re l ig ios i ty  and was not a Whig-Free  

Soil town. It could no t ,  at  l e a s t ,  be described as a Democratic town. 

York's Bapt ists  (or other of its voters)  may have b een ,  a s  the  name of 

the town s u g g e s t s ,  of Yorker background. Intensive study of the  origins 

of York's vo te rs  might determine tha t .

Four other W ashtenaw towns had high evangel ica l  preferences  and 

moderate r e l i g i o s i t i e s , or moderate evangel ica l  preferences  and high re -  

l i g io s i t i e s .  None were Democratic towns ,  and two (Lima and Salem) were 

Whig-Free  Soil st rongholds .

Religiosity Evangelical
Preference

Avg0 Val. 
Tools

Party Avg0

Sharon 69% 50% $ 92 WFS 53%a

Lima 66% 50% 94 WFS 63%

Salem 52% 100% 126 WFS 54%b

Lodi 41 100% 103 WFS 54%a

aWhigs never made a strong showing in these towns; both were
s l i g h t l y  D e m o c ra tic  i n  1851 , a two p a r ty  y ea r»

• ^ T h is  a v e ra g e  i s  low due to  a d i s a s t r o u s  Whig show ing in  1849, 
b u t  th e  W h ig -F ree  S o i l  p e r c e n ta g e  was v e ry  h ig h  in  o th e r  y e a r s :  59%
i n  1852 , and 67% i n  1848„
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One other town in Washtenaw County had an evangel ica l  prefer

ence  but a low re l ig ios i ty  (2 2 %). W eb s te r , named after the great  Daniel,  

had a Presbyterian preference of 100 percent  and a Whig-Free  Soil aver 

age of 58 percen t .

2 .  Evangelical  Tendencies  of Whig Leaders and Whig Economic
Elite Members ,  Wayne County,  1844.

My conclus ions  as  to the e v an g e l i c a l s 1 Whig preference re s t  

primarily on township  d a ta ,  but McCoy 's  study of W ayne 's  economic 

e l i te  in 1844, and Sabbath 's  study of Whig and Democratic party le ad 

ership  in Wayne in 1844 offer some corroboration of my findings .

Sabbath identi fied the re lig ious  affi l ia t ion of 42 Democratic 

leaders  and 46 Whig le a d e r s .  The evangel ica l  denominations  showed 

up among the  Whigs by s l ightly  more than two to one over the Democrats .'

Democrats Whigs
Presbyte rians  12 21
Baptists  0 1
C ongrega t iona l is ts  0 3

12 25

Members or a f f i l ia tes  of evangel ica l  denominations in Wayne 

County 's  1844 economic e li te  were  even more strongly Whig. Only two

In 1850, 162 lad ies  of Plymouth peti t ioned the cons t i tu t iona l  con
vent ion  to p a ss  a temperance  law. Report of the Proceedings and Debates ,  
1850, p .  522.

21 Sabbath ,  "Pol i t ical  Leadership in Wayne County,  Michigan ,  1844," 
p.  112. Sabbath did not provide data d is t inguish ing  e thnocul tural  groups by 
re l ig ion .
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of the  e li te  were  Congregationali s ts :  one was  a Whig,  the other Liberty 

Party.  One of the  two Baptist  e l i te  members had no identi fiable  poli t ical  

a f f i l ia t ion ,  the other was Whig.

M cC oy 's  f indings for e li te  Presbyterians  showed a striking cor

re spondence  to my findings for rural middle and lower c l a s s  Presbyteri

a n s .  Presbyte rians  were the la rges t  single  re lig ious  group among the 

e l i te  in 1844, 3 7 men out of 97,  or 38 percen t .  Only 16 percent of the  

Presbyte rians  were Democrats ,  76 percent  were Whig, and 5 percent  

Liberty,  an  an t i -Democra t ic  percent of 81. McCoy a lso  found that  Pres- 

byte rianism was  the most s ignificant difference between Yankee Demo

cra ts  and Yankee W h ig s ,  i_.e_., the la t te r  tended to be Presbyterian,  the

former did not .  Yankees were the la rges t  single group among the  e l i t e ,

22as  they were  among the population at la rge .  Religion was  the decis ive  

factor dividing Yankees among the economic e l i t e ,  and it seems a lso  to 

have been the decid ing factor  among the re s t  of the Yankee e lec to ra te .

P resby te r ians ,  whether of Detroit and Wayne County 's  economic 

e l i t e ,  or of the rural  middle c l a s s e s  in Plymouth (farmers and skil led 

laborers ) ,  or of the rural  lower middle c l a s s e s  in Lyon, Oakland County 

(Tools $70, Farms $1360), seem to have voted Whig by about 65-75 per

cen t  or more. It might be noted that  Sabbath 's  data for W ayne 's  poli t ical  

l e ade rs  in 1844 provide a kind of sample of the urban middle and upper

22 McCoy,  "Polit ical  Affi liat ions of Economic E l i t e s , "  pp.  12 6 , 153.
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middle c l a s s e s ,  or at  l e a s t  of the poli t ically  act ive  urban middle c l a s s ,  

s ince  most of the party leadersh ip  seems to have come from that c l a s s .

Obviously ,  not a l l  Presbyterians  voted Whig or Free Soil , and 

some of them took leadersh ip  ro le s  in the Democratic Party. It is most 

s ignif icant that  th e se  men seem to have been regarded as renegades  by 

most of the  Presbyte r ians:  at l e a s t  th is  was  the react ion  of the congre

gation of De tro i t ' s  First  Presbyterian Church (Duffield's)  to their  fellow 

Presby te r ian ,  David Stuart .  In 1850 Stuart 's  mother descr ibed  his  cam

paign for ci ty Prosecuting Attorney on the Democratic t icket:

Dave is very busy in insuring his own e lec t ion ,  you would be 
a s to n i sh ed  to see  the s u c c e s s  he has  in anything in a poli t ical  way,  
and the a s ton ish ing  influence he has  in the par ty .  Bethune Duffield 
/R e v .  Duff ie ld 's  son7 is  the  Whig candidate  for his berth .  Dave 
told him a day or two s ince  that  those  of the Pres .  Church (sic) who 
do not vote  out of love for him, would do it out of ha te  for D a v e . ^

Quakers

Q uakers ,  a s  much or more than e v an g e l ica l s ,  did not compart

m enta l ize  the ir  l ives  into secu lar  and re lig ious  s ec to r s .  They were not 

C a l v in i s t s ,  nor r e v iv a l i s t s ,  nor particularly  g o spe l -bea r ing ,  but their  

temperament  was  what Lenski has  charac te r ized  a s  d ev o t io n a l . Their 

in tense  pie ti sm was  a c au se  of their  voting overwhelmingly for the Whig 

and Free Soil p a r t i e s .

23 Sarah B. Stuart ,  Detroit ,  September 29, 1850, to Kate, in Helen 
S . M .M a r l a t t  ( ed . ) ,  Stuart Letters of Robert and Elizabeth Stuar t , I (pri
va te ly  pr in ted ,  1S 61), 131.
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Streeter recognized that  "a large number" of Quakers were 

"poli t ica l  abo l i t ion is ts  and Free Soilers" after 1840, but a s se r ted  

tha t  "in the early sta tehood period" most were  Democrats and that  

"the Democratic vote  was  very large in the Quaker se tt lements  in

24Lenawee County in the e lection of State officia ls  in 1837 and 1839."

The Quaker a s so c ia t io n  with an t is lavery  is incon tes tab le .

Quakers joined Presbyterians  and Congregationali s ts  in the 1830's

in promoting an t i - s l a v e ry  soc ie t ie s  and were inf luential  far out of

proportion to their  numbers in the  an t i - s lav e ry  movement and Liberty 

25Par ty .

From what has  been  shown regarding the tendency of Liberty 

vote rs  to come from Whig ra n k s ,  S tree te r ' s  claim that  Quakers voted 

Democratic in the  1830's seems unlikely .  Close  inspection of "Quaker 

se t t lem ents"  in Lenawee and other counties  provides no empirical  bas is  

for his  c la im.

24 Stree te r ,  Poli t ical  Parties in Michigan, 1837-1860, pp.  207,
213-14.

25 Kooker, "Anti-Slavery Movement in M ich igan ,"  pp. 22,  108—
09, 110, 113. John Cox,  J r . ,  "The Quakers in M ich igan ,"  Michigan H is 
tory , XXIX, 4 (October-December,  1945), 512-21. Gerald Sorin, "The 
His to r ica l  Theory of Poli t ical  Radicalism: Michigan Abolit ionist  Leaders 
as  a Test  C ase"  (unpublished M as te r ' s  t h e s i s ,  Wayne State Univers ity ,  
1964). Of the ten  most important Liberty Party leaders  in Michigan , 1840— 
1844, two were Quakers ,  pp.  54-72.  Merton L. Dillon,  "Elizabeth Chand
ler and the  Spread of Anti-Slavery Sentiment to M i c h i g a n , ” Michigan H is -  
t o r y , XXXIX, 4 (December, 1965), 494 . Van Buren, MPHC, XVII, 255.
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Streeter may have been referring to the towns of Tecumseh and 

Adrian when he mentioned the "Quaker set t lements"  in Lenawee, which 

gave "very large"  Democratic votes  in 1837 and 1839. However,  the 

Whig v o te ,  numerical ly ,  was  a l so  "very large" in those towns in 1837 

and 1839. Tecumseh and Adrian were the two most populous towns in 

Lenawee, and although Quakers  had set  their  d is t inc t ive  marks on the 

early his to ry  of the  tow ns ,  by 1837 they  were a small  part of their  pop

u la t ions .  Both towns voted Democratic in 1837 and 1839, but Adrian was 

only 53 percent  Democratic ,  and Quakers  probably did not amount to
2 g

more than  one-tenth  of the e lec tora te  in e ither.

Democratic Whig

Tecumseh -  1837 294 (57%) 221 (43%)
-  1839 304 (57%) 230 (43%)

Adrian -  1837 229 (53%) 210 (47%)
-  1839 313 (53%) 280 (47%)

Streeter may a lso  have been referring to two smal ler towns in 

Lenawee where Quakers const i tu ted  a larger part of the popula tion,  but 

were st i l l  a minority.  In Rollin township ,  the Quakers amounted to at 

b e s t  about one- th ird  of the population.  Baptists  and Methodis ts  had 

re lig ious  organizations  in Rollin as  early  a s  the Quakers .  Rollin,  from

2 6 Election re tu rns:  Adver t iser , December 5, 1837, p.  2: Free 
P r e s s , November 16, 1839, p.  2. Fuller,  Economic and Social  Beginnings 
of M ich igan ,  p. 23 6 . W. A. Whitney and R. A. Bonner, History of Lena
wee County ,  Michigan , I (Adrian: W, Stearns and C o . ,  1879), 40,  56, 
57-58 .
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183 5 on ,  was  a s taunch Whig town that  gave thumping majori t ies to 

the Whigs in 1837 and 1 8 3 9 . ^
Democratic Whig

Rollin -  1837 16 (14%) 78 (86%)
-  1839 22 (19%) 93 (81%)

Raisin tow nsh ip 's  Quaker se tt lement was  small  but in tensely  

a n t i - s l a v e r y .  A d isc ip le  of Benjamin Lundy organized the fi rs t  a n t i 

s lavery  socie ty  in Michigan in Raisin .  The Quaker sett lement was  

descr ibed  as  being in "the southweste rn  part of the township" and as  

con s i s t in g  of "a few f a m i l i e s . "  Congregationali s ts  may have been 

about as  numerous as  the Quakers .  Raisin delivered  a Whig majority

of 54 percent (77 votes) in 1837, and in 1839, the year  of "Woodbridge and

2 8Reform," c a s t  6 5 percent (93 vo tes)  of i ts  vo tes  for Whiggery.

Another p lace  of Quaker se tt lement in eas te rn  Michigan had been 

Farmington in Oakland County.  Farmington was  known as "Quakertown" 

in i t s  e a r l i e s t  d a y s ,  but in 1850 i ts  Quaker preference was  only 8 percent .  

I ts  evange l ica l  p re ference ,  including the  Quakers ,  was  60 percen t ,  its 

re l ig ios i ty  68 percen t .  The town c a s t  58 percent of i ts  vote for the Whigs 

in 1840 (207 v o te s ) ,  and 5 vo tes  for the  Liberty Party.  In 1844 the town 

voted 50.1 percent  Whig (178 v o te s ) ,  and 8 .7  percent Liberty (31 vo te s ) .

The number of Democratic vo tes  increased  by 3 be tween 1840 and 1844.

In other e lec t ions ,  1848-1852, the town gave a similar Whig-Free  Soil major i ty .

27Whitney and Bonner, History of Lenawee County,  I ,  4 4 -4 6 .
2 8Wdiitney and Bonner, pp . 51-52 . Dillon, Michigan History, XXXIX,

481-94.
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Augusta township  in Washtenaw had a Quaker church in 1850 

and a Quaker preference of 19 percen t .  It had a Presbyterian prefer

ence  of 48 pe rcen t ,  and a re lig ios ity  of 65 percen t .  Its Whig-Free 

Soil ave rage ,  1848-1852, was  61 percent ,  al though it gave the Whigs 

alone only 51 percent  in 1851, a two party year of very low turnout .  

Augusta 's  Free Soil vote  in 1848 was 27 percent ,  and in 1852 31 per

cent  .

In no town in eas te rn  Michigan where ,  to my knowledge,  Quak

ers  l ived ,  did the  Liberty or Free Soil part ies  not get v o t e s .  If any in 

fe rence  can be made about how Quakers in Rollin, Raisin,  Farmington, 

and Augusta voted when they did not vote Liberty or Free Soil ,  it is very 

dif f icul t  to see  how that inference can be that  they voted Democratic.

This hypothes is  rece iv e s  considerable  support from a le t te r  wri t 

ten  from Henry W il l i s  to William Woodbridge in 1840. Will is  was  a 

bu i lde r ,  a former Superintendent on the Michigan Central  Railroad, a 

former National Republican,  a Whig and a Quaker.  Just after Wood- 

b r idge’s e lec t ion  to governor,  Wil l is  asked  him for an appointment to 

the  Board of Internal Improvements and sa id:  "It may not be amiss  to 

s ta t e  to thee  for thy information that we know of but two individuals  

in a l l  our Society in th is  State which is now becoming numerous—but 

what are Whigs and did exert  them selves  to the utmost to Secure thy 

Election and I am the only man out of they (sic) whole who will  apply
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2 9to the  (sic) for an o f f ice ."

W esleyan  Methodis ts

The W es leyan  Methodis ts  were a splinter group of Methodis ts ,

loca ted  mainly in Michigan and weste rn  New York, who seceded  from

the Methodis t  Episcopal church in 1841 becau se  it avoided taking a

s tand on s lavery  and would not allow them to express  the ir  an t i - s lav e ry

fee l ings  in the  church.  The W esleyans  amounted to only about 1000

persons  in M ich igan ,  many of them in Wayne and Washtenaw Count ies .

Their D isc ip l ine  tended to be more p ie t is t  than the regular Methodists, '

and they  condemned the use  of ardent sp ir i t s  a s  well  a s  s lavery ,  but

30they were not e v an g e l ic a l s .

It h a s  been  a s se r te d  tha t  "most of the  voters  in th is  church 

/W e s le y a n Z  were pol i t ica l  abol i t ion is ts  and Free S o i l e r s , " ^  but the 

da ta  for Wayne and Washtenaw counties  sugges t  tha t  the  str iking a spec t  

of the  W es ley an  s e c e s s io n  was  not how many but how few an t i - s lav e ry  

voters  it produced.

29 H. W i l l i s ,  Detro i t ,  February 9,  1840, to Will iam Woodbridge,  
D e tro i t ,  Woodbridge MSS. Wil l is  was descr ibed  as an "ultra abol i t ion-  
i s t , "  Representa tive  Men of Michigan,  o r , American Biographical History: 
M ich ig an , I (Cincinnati :  Weste rn  Biographical Publishing C o . ,  1878), 
D is tr ic t  3 ,  103-04.

30William Warren Sweet,  Methodism in American History (New 
York: M ethodis t  Book Concern ,  1933), p .  242 .

31 Stree te r,  Poli t ical  P a r t i e s , p.  214.
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Nankin township in Wayne was the home of the Reverend Marcus 

Swift/ who began his an t is lavery  agita tion in the Methodis t  church in 

e as te rn  Michigan around 1834. Stifled by the church/ Swift was one of 

the leaders  of the Michigan W esleyan  s e c e s s io n .  In Nankin/ most of 

the  M ethod is ts  and most of the town's  f i rst  families followed Swift. A 

pioneer  remembered that  the "an t i - s lave ry  members . . . const i tu ted 

the  great  majority" of Nankin 's  M ethod is t s .  Thus/ in 1850 there were 

two W es ley an  Methodis t  Churches  in Nankin,  53 percent W es leyan  

preference (500 s e a t s ) ,  and one Methodist  church,  26 percent prefer

ence  (250 s e a t s ) .  Nankin a lso  had a Presbyterian preference of 21 

percent and a r e l ig ios i ty  of 59 percent.  Nankin gave ,  from 1840 to 

1852, more vo tes  to the an t i s lavery  part ie s  than any other town in 

Wayne which was  otherwise  a Democratic town, but it did not give as 

many an t i s lavery  vo tes  as  might have been expected .  Marcus Swift 

was  a dynamic and commanding personal i ty .  He had "adhered ,  on 

- general  p r in c ip le s ,  to the whig party ,  t i l  1840, when he turned his

back upon it and gave his  influence to the liberty par ty ,  and his vote 

32to i t s  can d id a te .  " Yet in 1840 that  w as  the only vote given to the 

Liberty Party in Nankin.  In 1842, the year after the W es leyan  secess ion ,

32“Melvin D. O sband ,  "History of the  Pioneer Church of Nankin,  
Wayne County,  M ich ig an ,"  MPHC, XXVIII, 150-60. Melvin D. Osband, 
"My Recollec tions  of Pioneers and Pioneer Life in N a n k in , " MPHC, XIV, 
431-83. Reverend O. C.  Thompson, "Observations  and Experiences in 
Michigan  Forty Years Ago," MPHC, I ,  401. Bela Hubbard,  "Memoir of 
Luther H arvey ,"  MPHC, I ,  407.
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the Liberty Party polled only 17 v o te s ,  about 10 percent of Nankin’s 

v o t e .  In 1844 it polled 13 v o te s ,  about 5 pe rcen t .  Its  g rea tes t  percent 

of the  vote  was  18 in 1845 (30 votes) and the la rges t  number of votes  

given to it was  50 (17%) in 1848. In 1852 the Free Soil vote fell  to 39, 

about 13 pe rcen t .  It is by no means cer ta in ,  of c o u rse ,  that  al l  or 

most  of the  an t i s lave ry  vo tes  came from W e s le y an s ,  but even if they 

did it does  not appear (with the poss ib le  exception of 1848) that  most 

of the  vote rs  in tha t  church were poli t ical  ab o l i t io n i s t s .

The voting of Pit tsf ield township in Washtenaw County a lso  

fa i l s  to support  the t h e s i s  that  most W es leyans  voted an t i s lave ry .

The tow n 's  only church in 1850 was  W es le y an ,  with 2 00 s e a t s .  In 

1848 Martin  Van Buren and the Free Soil Party managed to a t t rac t  63 

v o te s  in P i t t s f ie ld ,  30 percent  of the to tal  c a s t ,  but in 1844 James Birney 

polled only 24 v o t e s ,  10 pe rcen t ,  and 1852 Hale rece ived  only 25,  or 12 

pe rcen t .  The conc lus ion  seems inescapab le  that  more persons in Nankin 

and Pit ts f ie ld  seemed will ing to secede  from the Methodis t  Church over 

a n t i - s l a v e ry  than to s ecede  from the Whig or Democratic par ties  or to 

vote  a n t i s l a v e r y .

The Non-Evangelicals :
Methodis ts  and Episcopal ians

The M ethodis ts  were the major non-evangel ica l  Protes tant group 

in ea s te rn  Mich igan .  Other non-evangel ica l  Protestant groups were the
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E p i sc o p a l i an s , U n i v e r s a l i s t s , Dutch Reformed C h r i s t i a n s , and German 

Lutherans .  Ethnocultural considera tions  make it convenient  to postpone 

d i s c u s s io n  of the  Dutch Reformed and Lutheran churches .  The Univer

s a l i s t s  were  few in number (one church in Washtenaw County) and ,  if 

th ey  were  l ike most of the ir  brethern e l sew here ,  were a n t i - e v a n g e l i c a l . 

The a n t i - e v a n g e l i c a l s  tended to r e s i s t  ac t ive ly  evangel ica l  measures  

such a s  Sabbath-keep ing  laws or other mixtures of re lig ion and s t a t e .  

Non-evange l ica l  denominations  such as the  Methodis t  and Episcopalian 

tended  to avoid evange l ica l  c au s e s  and i s s u e s .

This is not to say that  there were no evange l ica ls  or p ie t i s t s  in 

their  r a n k s .  There were laymen,  m in is te r s ,  and perhaps whole congre

gat ions  in the Methodis t  and Episcopal ian churches which were evan

g e l i c a l .  Indeed ,  the spli t  personali ty  of these  denominations may help 

account for the ir  apparent poli t ical  d iv is ions  and for their  not being as  

c o n s i s te n t ly  a t tached  to either party as were the e v an g e l ica l s .  The 

da ta  indica te  that  Methodis ts  in W ayne , W ash tenaw ,  and Oakland 

Counties  voted about 55-60 percent  Democrat ic ,  and Episcopal ians  prob

ably  vo ted  about 55-60 percent Whig.

1. M e th o d i s t s .

The M ethodis ts  have usual ly  been descr ibed  as  the most "evan

ge l ica l"  of American denominations b ecause  they led the way on the
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frontier in bringing the gospel d i rec t ly ,  simply,  and emotionally to

many persons spread over v a s t  t e r r i t o r i e s . They were thoroughly Ar-

minian in their  open att i tude  to converts:  whomever would come could

be saved; Methodis ts  needed simply "to desire  to flee from the wrath

of God and to be saved from their  sins."^05

Michigan M eth o d i s t s ,  according to one Methodis t  in 1838, were

"very zea lous  in the  c a u s e  of re lig ion and seem to l ive in the  enjoyment 

34
of r e l ig io n . "  During camp meet ings "Excitement rose  to fever heat

and the shouts  of the converted and those  convicted of sin could be

35heard ringing through the woods .  " Although Methodism did have a 

strong s treak of p ie t ism ,  it seems a lso  to have appealed strongly to 

s in n e r s— persons  who went through cyc le s  of backslid ing and getting 

re l ig ion .  The s a in t s  of the evangel ica l  denominations,  e sp ec ia l ly  Pres

byterian and Congregat ional ,  seem to have been more uniformly God

fearing and given to "good" behavior .

But, M ethodis ts  in Michigan took no s ignificant part in the 

benevolen t  s o c ie t i e s  or in movements for moral and socia l  reform. Parti

cular ly  before 1850 they lacked any socia l  focus .  They took no official

33Abel S tevens ,  The Centenary  of American Methodism (New York 
Carlton and Porter, 1866), pp .  270-71, 110.

34 / xLetter of John F isher ,  March 1838 , in Tucker ( ed . ) ,  "Correspon
dence  of John F i s h e r , "  Michigan His to ry ,  XLV, 234.

35V/illiam Ray P resco t t ,  The Fathers Still Speak: A History of 
Michigan Methodism (Lansing: Michigan Printing Serv ice ,  1941), p.  76.
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stand c r i t ic iz ing  slavery  until 1854, and none on temperance until 

1853. Their a t t i tudes  on other evangelical  i s sues  are difficult  to 

determine b ecause  there is simply a lack  of ev idence—which sug-
Q C

g e s t s  lack  of in te res t  on their  par t .

A small  minority took the  uncompromising an t is lavery  p o s i 

t ion of the  W e s l e y a n s . When Marcus Swift denounced the church

for temporizing in 183 5, nNot one of his fellow minis ters  stood by 

37
h i m . 1' In 1837 the General  Conference succeeded in "pretty thor

oughly muzzling the abo l i t ion is t  r a d i c a l s , "  according to William W. 

Sweet.  It decla red  slavery not a moral wrong and in 1840 adopted its

vers ion  of a "gag rule"  in hopes  of immunizing the church from con- 

38trove rsey .  In 1838 the Conference censured the rad ica ls  and said

that any "excitement"  on the subject  of aboli t ionism w as  "prejudicial

to the  in te re s t s  of the Church" and reso lved  that it was  the duty of

members to "refrain from agita ting the Church by forming aboli t ion

39so c ie t ie s  . . .  or by attending Methodis t  aboli t ion co n v en t io n s . "

3 6 Ibid . , p . 91. Pilcher, Protestantism in Michigan, p .  420. Mar
garet  Burnham Macmil lan ,  The Methodist  Episcopal Church in Michigan 
During the Civil W a r , ed . Lewis Beeson (Lansing: Michigan Civil War Cen
tenn ia l  Observance  Commission,  1965), pp.  1-17.

37 Macmil lan ,  Methodis t  Church, pp. 3-4 .
38 Sweet,  Methodism,  pp„ 237-42. Kooker, "Anti-Slavery Move

ment in Michigan,"  pp. 153-55 , 280. Macmil lan,  Methodist  C h u rch , pp.  
4 - 5 .  "Far from opposing s lave ry ,  official  Methodism w as  ac tua l ly  d i s 
couraging abolit ionism," M iyakaw a , Protes tants  and Pioneers, p. 187.

39 Quoted in W esley  Norton, "The Methodis t  Episcopal Church in 
Michigan and the  Poli t ics of Slavery: 1850-1860," Michigan H is to ry , XLVIII, 
3 (September,  1964), 195-96.
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The W es leyans  depar ted in 1841 and soon af ter the General

Conference i t s e l f  s p l i t ,  o s tens ib ly  over s lavery ,  in 1844 into Northern

and Southern w in g s .  But th is  did not mean that  Northern Methodists

had become an t i s lave ry .  As one Ohio minis te r ,  an abo l i t ion is t ,  said

of the Northerners:  "They had no pity for black  men ens laved  but when

the Slave Lord sought to gag and manacle the Yankees that  a l tered the

c a s e . "  Fur ther ,  the Northerners did not change any of the  exis t ing

provis ions  on slavery  in their  D is c ip l in e . They were the same in 1860

40as  they had been in 1824.

Temperance sentiment,  like an t i s lave ry ,  seems to have been

confined to a minority.  Individual Methodis ts  in Detroit seem to have

given the cau se  solid back ing ,  but my impression is that  Methodists

genera l ly  lagged far behind the evange l ica l s  in p ress ing  the c a u s e .  Not

unti l  1856 did the Michigan Conference decide that  the  cause  w as  in-

41separably  connec ted  with the Gospel.

2.  M ethodis t  Voting.

The number of Methodis ts  McCoy found among the economic e li te  

w as  too few to be of s ign i f icance ,  but Sabbath identified 6 Methodis ts  

among the Democratic and Whig party leadersh ips  in Wayne in 1844: four

40 Quoted in Macmil lan ,  Methodist  C hurch , p. 3.

41 Pilcher,  Pro tes tant ism in M ich igan , pp.  129-30. Adver t iser , 
September 15, 1840, p.  2 . P resco t t ,  Fathers Still S peak , p.  91.
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42were Democrats and two W higs .  A comparison of the to ta l  Methodis t  

s ea t s  in Democratic and Whig-Free Soil towns and counties  sugges ts  

tha t  the  M ethodis ts  were  spli t  between the pa r t ie s .

Democratic Whig-FS

Wayne: top 4 towns 1050 1100
Washtenaw:  top 4 towns 500 1400
Oakland: top 7 towns 150 900
Michigan: top 5 count ies  1400 1950

Although there  were sl ightly  more Methodist  s ea ts  on the Whig-Free Soil 

s id e /  examinat ion of townships  with high Methodis t  preferences  and high 

re l ig ios i ty  shows the  Democratic tendency found by Sabbath.  Four towns 

in Wayne County had high Methodist  preferences  and fairly high re l ig ios i ty .  

All were strong Democratic towns .  Canton and Nankin were both mainly 

middle c l a s s ,  prosperous to w ns ,  with re la t ive ly  few of the rural  lower 

c l a s s e s  among their  potentia l  vo te rs .  But Monguagon had almost twice 

as  many as  Canton.

Relig ._______ M e th . Pref.______ Dem . Avg._____Fm.1-3,  Ur. 1-2

Monguagon 107 57 60 52
Canton 71 63 64 27
Nankin* 59 79 56 33
Redford 52 53 6 6  39

*Includes  53% W es leyan  Methodis t  pre fe rence .

One town in Wayne County had a Methodist  preference of 100 per

cent  in 1850, and w as  a Whig-Free  Soil town (59%), but Brownstown's

42 Sabbath ,  "Poli t ica l  Leadership in Wayne County,  Michigan , 
1844," p.  112.
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re l ig ios i ty  w as  low (20%) and i ts  Methodis t  congregation composed 

in part  from neighboring Huron to w n sh ip . 4 3

Although the manuscr ipt  c ensus  of socia l  s t a t i s t i c s  l i s ted  no 

Methodis t  church for Van Buren township in 1850, it did have in that 

year  three  different Methodist  congregat ions and one Baptist  congre

ga t ion .  The tow n 's  h is to r ian  said  that  "A complete account of the 

a c t iv i t i e s  of th is  //MethodisJt7 socie ty  would make a creditable  history 

of the  townsh ip .  . . „ The Methodis t  Episcopal Church has  led the way 

and been a dominant figure in all  re l ig ious  m a t t e r s . " 4 4  Van Buren*s 

Democratic  s trength  was  60 percent,  i ts  percent of Farm 1-3 and Urban 

1-2 a low 3 6 .

One town in Oakland County,  Royal Oak, and one in W ashtenaw,  

Sylvan,  had a high Methodis t  preference and high re l ig ios i ty .  Both towns,  

however ,  were  Whig-Free  Soil towns ,  even though one of them, Sylvan, 

had a Catholic  preference of 38 percen t .  Since,  a s  will  be shown, Catho

l ic s  were the most cons is ten t ly  Democratic of any re ligious  group, it seems 

l ike ly  tha t  Sylvan*s Methodis ts  voted largely an t i -D em o cra t i c , but th is  

hypo thes i s  is based  on deductive  reasoning  ra ther than ev idence .

43 Silas Farmer,  History of Detroit  and Wayne C ounty , II: Township 
and Biographical  Edition (Detroit: Silas Farmer and C o . ,  1890), 1314.
Brownstown had a Presbyter ian church in 1839 , which was  defunct by 1850.

44 Farmer,  History of Detroit ,  II: Township Edition,  1382-83.
Samuel H. Robbe, History of Van Buren Township,  Wayne County,  Michi
gan (Van Buren, 1930), pp.  36-40 .
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Rel ig .______  Meth.  Pref.________Tools_______ Party Avg.

Royal Oak 46% 60% $130 WFS 54%
Sylvan 70% 62% $ 9 6  WFS 59%

The data  sugges t  tha t  Methodis ts  in eas te rn  Michigan divided 

be tween the p a r t i e s .  In Wayne County,  possib ly  for ethnic reasons. ,  

they favored the Democrats .  Although it has  not been possib le  to 

dem ons t ra te ,  the influence of ethnocultura l  background on Methodis ts  

may have been  c ruc ia l .  There may a lso  have been a difference between 

In tense ly  re lig ious  Methodis ts  and those  only marginally rel ig ious  or 

be tween the doc tr inally  orthodox and the d e v o t io n a l i s t . Economic c la s s ,  

at  any r a t e ,  w as  not a s ignif icant  considera t ion .

3.  Ep iscopa l ians .

Although individual Episcopal ians  such as  Whig Char les  C.  Trow

bridge were men of piety and benevolent  works ,  the e c c l e s s i a s t i c a l  le ad 

ership of the  denomination seems to have been strongly non -evange l ica l .

In eas te rn  Michigan Episcopal ianism ex is ted  mainly in population c en te r s ,

so it is  di ff icult  to make in fe rences  about the  voting of i ts  a ff i l ia tes  on

the b a s i s  of township da ta .  The McCoy and Sabbath s tudies  sugges t  that

Episcopal ians  favored the Whigs by about 60 percen t .  Yet their  d a ta ,  as

wel l  a s  impress ion is t ic  ev idence ,  sugges t  that  Episcopal ians  were an im

portant group within the Democratic Party.

One measure  of Episcopal ian ism 's  non-evangel ica l ism  is tha t

during the entire an te-be l lum  period the church ignored the slavery
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45
i s s u e .  In 1850 Detro i t ’s Episcopal Bishop McCroskey,  in h is  address  

to the D iocese  of Michigan , gave his ra tionale  for the church’s non- in

volvement in socia l  and moral i s su e s  with a poli t ica l  bear ing.  In her 

pursuit  of "peace  and harmony,"  said McCroskey,  the church stood b e 

tween her old enem y , "that corrupt branch of the Church of Chr is t—the 

Romish communion" and "the various sec ts  who en ter ta in  no kind f ee l 

ing for h e r . "  The Church could bes t  defend herse l f  by holding to her 

"conserva t ive  p r in c ip le s . "  Her duty was  to God and to brethern " s c a t 

tered abroad separa ted  by poli t ica l  and socia l  i n t e r e s t s . "  The Church 's  

main line of action should be to extend its "great  doc tr ines"  and to fol

low the "middle path marked out by our f a th e r s . " "We can  thus  avoid

all  those  irr i ta t ing ques t ions  that  so often separa te  bre thern,  and weaken

4 6the power and influence of the Church of C h r i s t . " ( i ta l ics  mine)

The re so lu t ions  of the  Convention in 1850 charac te r i s t ica l ly

touched upon no soc ia l  or poli t ica l  i s s u e s .  The "Parish Reports" con-

47ta ined  few if any s igns  of benevolent activi ty  by the local  churches .

45 Stree te r,  Poli t ical  P a r t i e s , p. 216.

46 Journal of the Sixteenth Annual Convention of the Protes tant Epis
copa l ian  Church,  D iocese  of Michigan,  1850 (Detroit: Jabez Fox, 1850), 
pp.  16-17.

47 I b i d . , pp.  23 -2 8 ,  29-51. Nationally the Episcopal ians  took re la 
t ive ly  l i t t l e  part in benevo lence ,  Hudson, American Pro tes tan t i sm , pp. 60,  
85 ,  8 6 . At the  fourth annual meeting of the Detroit City Tract Assoc ia t ion ,  
Presby te r ian ,  Congrega t iona l is t ,  and Methodis t  minis ters  ga thered ,  but not 
Ep iscopa l ian ,  Michigan Chris t ian  H era ld , January 24 , 1850, p.  2.
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Stree ter a s se r ted  that  because  Michigan Episcopalianism "repre

sented the weal thy  and conservative  c l a s s , many of the vo te rs"  in tha t  

church were Whigs in the 1830's and 1840's.  This claim has  some 

va l id i ty  in th a t ,  according to McCoy 's  s tudy, Wayne County Epis

copa l ians  were  re la t ive ly  more weal thy than other groups .  In 1838 

Blots said  tha t  the Episcopal ians  had 448 "communicants" in the  s t a t e ,  

compared to 3 ,230  Bapt ists  and about 10,000 M ethod is ts .  In 1850 there  

were  four Episcopal ian  churches  in Wayne compared, for example,  to 

six  Baptist  and fif teen Methodist  churches .  Given their  modest  numbers 

in the  popula tion ,  Episcopal ians  accounted for a subs tan t ia l  number of 

Wayne County 's  economic e li te  in 1844: 29 percent were Episcopal ians .  

Of the  28 e l i te  Episcopal ians  McCoy found that  18, or 64 percen t ,  were 

W h ig s ,  and 10, or 36 percen t ,  were Democratic .  McCoy,  however,  r e 

jec ted  S tree te r ' s  t h e s i s  tha t  b e cau se  th e se  men were "weal thy" they were 

therefore "conserva t ive"  and "Whig ."  She proposed, ra the r ,  that  the 

po l i t ica l  pre ferences  of the e li te  generally seemed to be not a product 

of s e l f - c o n sc io u s  c l a s s  in te res t  (for one thing there was  no sol idarity 

of c l a s s ) ,  but that  e thnocultura l  background and re lig ious  outlook and,

to  a l e s s e r  ex ten t ,  economic ro le ,  were far more s ignif icant  determinants

48of party  a f f i l ia t ion .

48 Stree te r,  Poli t ical  P a r t i e s , p. 212. Blois,  Gazeteer  of Michi
gan ,  1838, pp.  148-49. McCoy, "Polit ical  Affi liat ions of Economic 
E l i t e s , "  pp.  131, 134, 173-83.
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Sabbath a lso  found more Episcopal ians /  15 or 58 percent/  among

Whig Party leaders  in Wayne in 1844 than among Democratic leaders  (11/

42%). Thus urban upper and middle c l a s s  Episcopal ians  in 1844 in Wayne

County def in i te ly  seem to have had a Whig tendency .  Yet Episcopal ians

even among those  c l a s s e s  were not always Whig,  and they consti tu ted  a

s ignif icant group in the Democracy. For example,  b ecause  of the small

numbers of Democrats among the economic e l i t e .  Episcopal ians  ac tua lly

were  the la rges t  of any re ligious  group among eli te  Democrats ,  36 percent,

while  the  18 Whig Episcopal ians  consti tu ted  31 percent  of the Whig e l i te .

(The second la rges t  Democratic group was  the "No Religion" contingent:

499 men,  32 p e rcen t . )

Episcopal ianism in eas te rn  Michigan was  predominantly "urban."

In 1850 in Wayne County out of 40 Protestant churches  4 were  Episco

pa l ian  and 3 were located  in Detroit .  In Oakland County of 33 Protestant 

churches  in 1850, 2 were Episcopal ian ,  and one was in the nascen t  ci ty 

of Pontiac with 6 other ch u rches .  There were 3 Episcopal churches  in 

W ashtenaw County (of 40 Protestant churches) in 1850: one ,  with 8  other 

ch u rc h es ,  was  in Ann Arbor, W ash tenaw 's  most populous town; another 

stood in Ypsi lan t i ,  second most populous in the  county; and the third 

w as  in the "Village of Dexter ,  Town of S c io ,"  with 3 other c h u r c h e s . 5 0

49 Sabbath ,  "Pol i t ical  Leadership  in Wayne County,  Michigan, 
1844," p.  112. McCoy,  pp. 12 9, 131.

5° Seventh C ensus  of the United S ta te s ,  1850 (Washington, 1853), 
pp.  903-12^ United Sta tes  Census  of State of Mich igan 's  Social S ta t i s t i c s ,
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The la rge- town and urban characte r of Episcopalianism makes it 

Impossible  to genera l ize  about Episcopal ian voting on the  b a s i s  of the 

ava i lab le  township  d a ta .  The one rural church in Wayne County was in 

Monguagon township  which had an Episcopalian preference of 43 percent 

and a Methodis t  preference of 57 percent (religiosity 107%). This strong 

n o n -ev an g e l ica l  preference probably was re la ted  to the town's  Democratic 

s trength  of 60 percent;  but Episcopal ians  could eas i ly  have been spli t  b e 

tween the  par t ies  and ,  p o ss ib ly ,  in the Whig 's  favor.  At l e a s t  one Epis

copal ian  in Monguagon, however ,  was  Democratic in 1844, and he was 

the  r i c h e s t  man in town. Abraham Caleb Truax, a good friend of Lewis 

C a s s ,  w as  an en terpris ing bus inessm an  who had plotted Monguagon's v i l 

lage  of Trenton in 1834, f i rs t  ca l led  Truaxton. He had been a director of 

the  Huron Canal and Manufacturing Company, one of the brief specula tive  

en te rp r i se s  of the 1830's . Truax donated to the Episcopal ian  church of 

Trenton both i ts  lot and i ts  building.  Before he died in a s teamboat ex 

plos ion  in 1844, he w as  eas i ly  the most influential man in Monguagon.

Is it unreasonab le  to assume that  other Episcopal ians or inf luentia l  men 

in Monguagon were a lso  D em ocra t ic? ^

1850, MS. The other church in Oakland, at  Troy Corners,  became defunct 
in the  f i f t ies  af ter the  railroad bypassed  it and bus inessm en  moved away,  
Durant,  History of Oakland Coun ty , pp. 285-95.

^ F a rm e r ,  History of Detro it ,  II: Township Edi tion , 1321. Wayne 
County His tor ica l  and Pioneer Socie ty ,  Chronography of Notable Events 
in the  Northwest  Territory a nd Wayne C oun ty , Fred Car li s le  (comp.) (De
troi t :  O. S. Gulley ,  Bcrnman and C o . ,  1890), pp. 151-52.



www.manaraa.com

354

Impress ionis t ic  evidence sugges ts  that  " fashionable"  Episco

pa l ians  (a favorite word of their  evangel ica l  c ri t ics)  tended to be Demo

c r a t s .  Stevens T. Mason was  Democratic governor from 1835 to 1839, 

and before tha t  Territorial Secretary and Acting Governor. He and his 

family were Episcopal ians  and among the leaders  of high socia l  l i fe.

When Harriet  Mar tineau came to Detroit in 183 6 the high point of her 

v i s i t  was  "a charming evening party at General M a s o n ' s .  . . .  It was

wholly unexpected to find ourse lves  in accomplished socie ty  on the far

52s ide  of Lake Er ie ."  According to Lucius Lyon, himself  an Episcopal ian 

and Democrat ,  the Episcopal ians  shone br ightes t  among Detroit ' s  " ac 

complished s o c i e ty . "  In 1838 he wrote to h is  s i s te r  tha t  Detroit had "a 

socie ty  which for in te l l igence ,  cult ivation and refinement is equal to 

tha t  of any town of similar s ize  in the United States ;  and of the different

re l ig ious  s o c ie t ie s  t h e re ,  the  Episcopal ian  is decidedly  the most r e s p e c t - 

53
a b l e ."

4 .  Evangelicals  and Episcopal ians  .

Evangelicals  d is l iked  Episcopal ianism because  they a s so c ia te d  

it with  w o r ld l in e s s ,  formalism,  and Popery.  However many pious or

52 Harriet  M ar t ineau ,  "Harriet M ar t ineau’s Travel ' s  in and Around 
M ich ig an ,"  Michigan His to ry ,  VII, 1-2 (January-April,  1923), 51.

53 Lucius Lyon, W ash ing ton ,  May 5, 1838, to Lucretia Lyon,
Lyon L e t t e r s , p .  454.
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evange l ica l  Episcopal ians  there  may have been  in Wayne County,  there

was  cons iderab le  hos t i l i ty  be tween evangel ica ls  and Ep iscopal ians ,

part icula rly  between Presbyterians and Episcopal ians .

Their d isagreements  were no s ec re t .  In 1842 Reverend Duffield

and Episcopal  Bishop McCroskey feuded publically  over who represented

54the true church and traded personal in s u l t s .  Evangelicals  often baited 

Episcopal ians  by lumping them together with C a th o l ic s ,  or implying that  

Episcopal lanlsm w as  only one s tep removed from Romanism. Long ago 

Congregat ional independents  had decided that  "Association leads  to Con

socia tion; Consocia t ion  leads  to Presbyterianism; Presbyterianism leads

55to Episcopacy; Episcopacy leads  to Roman C a tho l ic i sm ."  The Baptist 

Herald habitually  equated Rome and Episcopacy in such a way as  to sug

ges t  tha t  such an equat ion was a clich§ among ev an g e l ic a l s .  In 1844 

Duffield vi rtually  did the  same thing in a public l e t t e r ,  and one Episco

palian  layman asked  him to re trac t  his "a l legation"  as  to the "identi ty

5 6of Episcopacy and C a th o l ic i ty . "

In 1843 the Presbyterian Synod felt  compelled to speak in a p a s 

tora l  le t te r  of the " fa lse  theology, and exclus ive  s ec ta r ian ism ,  and 

ju s i t i c a l  p rose ly t ism ,  toge ther with opposit ion  to temperance and

54A dver t i se r , November 9, 1842 , p.  2; November 11, p.  2; Novem
ber 12  , p . 2 .

55 Quoted in Hudson, American Pro tes tan t ism,  p .  53.
C  C

Advert iser ,  February 5, 1844, p. 2; February 9 ,  p .  2.
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rev iva ls  of re l ig ion ,  in the Episcopal ian denomination.  " The Synod

judged a ll  of th is  to be "highly injurious to the cause  of human s a l -

57vation"  and warned i t s  members aga ins t  i t .

The Whig Advertiser and the Presbyterian Evangelical  Obser-  

vor apparently  ha ra s sed  Episcopacy by giving full coverage  to d ispu tes  

in that  church .  The leading  "story" in th is  regard was  the tr ial  of 

Bishop Onderdonk in New York for "unchas t i ty .  " The Evangelical  

O bservor , surveying the a ffa ir ,  spoke with contempt of the "uncertain 

and rid iculous  dogmas" promulgated by the same Episcopal ians .

A similar spiri t  seems to have guided the Adver t iser . One 

reader  of tha t  paper complained in 1843 tha t  it printed too many " ' squ ibbs '  

/ e x c e r p t s  from other papers / 7 . . . des igned  to excite  prejudice  aga ins t  

the  E p i sc o p a l ian s . "  The Advertiser denied  such an in tention,  but its 

ac t ions  te s t i f i ed  o therwise .  One of i ts  reporters said that  the Episco

palian churches  of New York were the "fashionable  churches"  of New 

York's a r i s to c racy .  "The Episcopal ians  alone seem to be bent upon

building the ir  churches  in the most gaudy s ty le s ,  without regard to sight

58or hear ing ,  a s  if the  . . . building were the object  of w o rsh ip ."  The 

implication was  that  Episcopal ians  were idola to rs ,  and tha t  they valued 

formal it ies  and comfort more than re lig ious  exper ience .  A pious member

57 Free P r e s s , October 14, 1860, p. 1.
C O

Evangelical Observor ,  October 21, 1845, p. 174. Smith, Re
v iv a l i sm ,  p.  29.  Adver t iser , October 3 , 1843 , p . 2; October 20, 1847, p . 2 .
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of Duff ie ld 's  church,  who descr ibed herse l f  as a "strong" Presbyterian ,  

ra i sed  object ion to Episcopal ianlsm in a let te r  to a son who had just  d e 

c ided to join that  church.  She was not,  she sa id ,  opposed to the doc

t r ines  of Episcopacy: "their Doctrines are l i te ra lly  ours—that Chh.  has  

turned out some of the brightes t  stars in the history of the Chh. (sic)"

But she s a id ,  "un le ss  they have a godly M in is te r— Their beauti ful  form,

their  Elegantly wri t ten prayers ,  their perfect  spec imens  of composit ion

59in the ir  Liturgy, a l l  tend to making one 'at  e a se  in Z i o n .1"

Reverend Duffield cri t ic ized  the Episcopal ians  most for encour

aging in temperance .  At a dinner party in 1849 he watched Bishop Mc- 

Croskey— and everyone e l se  at  the  par ty— partake of intoxicat ing drink:

The Bishop drank freely and I could not help but thinking that  it 
w as  no wonder the Episcopal  church here stood in the way of tem
perance  when the Bishop would sanction  in th is  way the drinking of 
in toxicating liquor among his own folks as  nearly a ll  of them w ere .  
Oh what an obs tac le  in the way of true spir i tual  re lig ion is that  
Episcopal  c h u r c h ! I . . . mourn over its benumbing influence upon 
many members of my own church.

The antagonism between Episcopal ians  and ev an g e l ic a l s ,  and 

the apparent w or ld l iness  of many Episcopal ians ,  were intimately re la ted  

to Episcopal ians  being a s ignif icant group in the Democratic Party.

59 Elizabeth Sull ivan Stuart , Detroit ,  April 4 ,  1853, Stuart Let
te rs  , I ,  505'.

6°Vander Velde (ed . ) ,  MVHR, XXIV, 60, 61.
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Catholics

There were three  major ethnocultural  groups in eas te rn  Michi

gan in the folds of the Roman Catholic Church: Irish and German/ both 

overwhelmingly foreign-born and recent ly  arrived,  and the French-Cana-  

d ia n s ,  mostly na t ive -born  but largely unass imila ted  w i t h  the American- 

born.  These groups a ll  voted Democrat ic ,  but not to the same degree .  

The next chapter will  explore di fferences  among them. This section 

wil l  show only that  Catholics  generally  were the s t rongest  and. most 

c o n s i s te n t  Democratic re lig ious  group.

The p ress  of both part ies  was  full of impress ionis tic  evidence 

sugges t ing  that  C atho l ics  voted Democrat ic .  In 183 5 and 183 6 , given 

the open Whig an t i -C a tho l ic i sm  descr ibed  ear l ier ,  one would hardly 

expec t  anything dif ferent.  In 1837 a Cathol ic  briefly published a new s

paper ,  the  Democrat ,  spec i f ica l ly  to defend Catholics  aga ins t  Whig

61newspaper  a t t a c k s ,  and it al igned i tse lf  with the Democratic Party.

After 1836, however,  Whiggery became more d i s c r e e t .  Men other than 

uncompromising evange l ica l s  seem to have taken over leadersh ip  of the 

par ty ,  men in te res ted  l e s s  in ideology and more in ge tt ing  e l ec te d .  But 

the ev ange l ica l s  remained with the party and it remained the ir  party to 

a s ignif icant  ex ten t .  Democratic newspapers  and pol i t ic ians  tr ied hard,  

from 1837 to 1852, to insure tha t  Catholics  (and foreigners) did not forget

Detroit Morning Pos t ,  December 27,  1837, p. 2.
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the Whig insu l ts  of 1835-36. On elec tion eves  par ticu la r ly ,  they

reca l led  those  outburs ts  and made sensa t iona l  efforts to connect

every flurry of nativ ism and an t i -  Cathol icism anywhere with the

W nigs .  The connec t ion ,  of course ,  was often there .  Yet the Whig

Party eventually  made serious efforts to woo Catholic v o te r s ,  part i -

6 2cular ly in the  early for t ies and through the 1844 e lec t ion .  After

the 1844 e lec t io n ,  however ,  the  Advertiser joined other Whig papers

In complaining tha t  the  Cathol ics  had voted almost unanimously aga ins t

the W higs .  In 1852 the Whigs were s t i l l  confess ing  failure to win the

"Cathol ic  v o t e . "  The Advertiser at tr ibuted Winfield Scott ' s  defeat  to

Whig disunity  and inabil i ty to a tt rac t  Catholic  v o t e s .  Cathol ics  were

63put off , it s a id ,  by "sec ta r ian  tendenc ie s"  in the Whig Party.

/

1. Rural C a th o l ic s .

Religious and voting da ta  for counties  sugges ts  a re la t ionship  

between Democratic s trength  and Ca tho l ics .  The five Michigan count ies

62 "It having been  a s se r te d  and industrious ly  c ircu la ted  that  Mr. 
Clay was  hos t i le  to emigrants and particularly  Irish emigrants and Catho
l i c s ,  a small  pamphlet  has  been prepared completely refuting the calumny 
and many copies  are be ing sent by the Whig committee here to all  parts of 
the country ,  part icula rly  where there are C a th o l i c s . "  W. Hickey,  Office 
of the Secretary  of the Senate ,  August 13, 1844, to William Woodbridge,  
Woodbridge MSS.

63Adver t i se r , November 12, 1844, p.  2; November 6 , 1852, p.  2.
I have studied every spring and fall  campaign in Detroit and Wayne County 
in the period 1837-1852 .
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with  the  h ighes t  Democratic vote  in 1852 had (in 1850) a to ta l  of 15 

Catholic  churches  with 5 ,240  s e a t s ,  compared to 2 Catholic  churches 

wi th  800 s ea t s  in the 5 lowest Democratic coun t ie s .  This imbalance 

was  not due to population dif ferences :  the low Democratic counties  

had a larger aggregate  population (3 5,614) than the high Democratic 

count ies  (29, 199).

There were no Catholic churches in Oakland, but five of six 

towns in Wayne and Washtenaw with Catholic  preferences  were strong 

Democratic tow ns .  Grosse  Pointe and Hamtramck were the banner 

Democratic units  in the county .  Preference computed on the b a s i s  of 

church s ea t s  may be a l e s s  adequate  measure of Catholic congregations 

than of Pro tes tan t ,  because  Catholics  often had severa l  m a sse s  on Sun

days  w hereas  Protes tant congregations  usually  met a ll  at once .

It is worth noting that  the  most "lower c l a s s "  of the Catholic 

to w n s ,  the town with  the lowest  average value  of tools  in Wayne County,  

w as  Ecorse ,  and tha t  th is  w as  the l e a s t  Democratic town of a l l .  This 

is in te res t ing  in view of the  o f t - repea ted  argument that  Catholics  voted 

Democratic b ecau se  they usually  were poor.

Desp i te  Ecorse 1 s dev iancy ,  rural  Catholics  in eas te rn  Michigan 

seem to have  vo ted— from farm laborers to prosperous farmers— over- . 

whelmingly Democrat ic .
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TABLE 32

TOWNS WITH CATHOLIC PREFERENCES IN WAYNE AND WASHTENAW 
COUNTIES, 1850, SHOWING 1) PERCENT FARM 1 -3 ,

URBAN 1 -2 ,  OR VALUE OF TOOLS, 2) PARTY
STRENGTH, 1848-1852

FOREIGN
, AND 3) PER 
BORN

CENT

C a th . 
P r e f .

R e l ig . Farm 1 -3  
U rban  1-2

P ty  A vg0 % F o re ig n  
B orn

W ayne:

G ro sse  P o in te 78% 83% 47% Dem 80% 56%

Hamtram ck 100% 25% 54% Dem 70% 72%

G r e e n f ie ld 100% 8% 53% Dem 60% 67%

E c o rs e 100% 32% 60% 

(T o o ls  $60)

W 51% 33%

O a k la n d :

N o r t h f i e ld 67% 134% 43% Dem 67% 41%

D e x te r 100% 21% (T o o ls  $84) Dem 58%
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2. Urban C a t h o l i c s .

■The 38 53.Detroit Directory* s c ensus  of "National and Religious 

Denominational d iv is ions"  in Detro it ’s wards  probably underestimated 

the  number of C a tho l ics .  The returns lumped together 4 ,600  persons 

const i tu t ing  a "Scat tered population" l iving in hote ls  and boarding 

houses  in different w ards ,  and there were typographical  errors ,  or 

errors of addit ion .  N eve r the le s s ,  the census  was  remarkably complete 

and provides at  l e a s t  a re la t ive  measure  of Catholic and Protestant 

p re sen c e .  It is the only source of such information on the re lig ious  

composi t ion of Detroit  wards in the mid-n ineteenth  century .

Only one ward in the city had a Cathol ic  population of over 

50 percent  in 1853: the fourth with 57 percen t .  It was  the second 

s t rongest  Democratic ward in the c i ty ,  averaging 61 percent  1848-1852. 

If the  wards  are ranked according to the percent  of Catholics  in their  

population and compared with Democratic averages  in years  of large 

turnout (1848, 1850, 1852) and with Democratic averages  for every 

e lec t io n ,  1848-1852, there  is a rough correspondence be tween Demo

cra t ic  strength and Cathol ic  p re sen ce .

The s ignif icant point is that  the three wards with the la rges t  

Catholic  popula tions were a ll  strong Democratic w ards .  Unfortunate ly,  

there  is no re l iab le  way of comparing the wealth  or occupations  of the 

w a rd s .  The fourth and seventh  wards  were the two eas te rnm ost  wards, 

bordering Harntramck, and the eighth was  the most weste rnmost of
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Detro i t ' s  w a rd s .  The seventh  and eighth were the most recently  created 

w a r d s , symbolic of their  containing many recently  arrived immigrant 

C a t h o l i c s .

TABLE 33

PER CENT CATHOLICS IN DETROIT WARDS, 1853, 
■ COMPARED WITH DEMOCRATIC AVERAGE

Ward C a th 0 % Dem. Avg. 
1848 , 1850 , 1852

Dem. Avga 
1848-1852

4 57 61 61

8 47 68 75

7 46 56 58

35 51 55

3 33 50 54

6 30 49 52

1 28 52 59

5 24 50 53

Mormons

Perhaps the c lea re s t  c a se  of a re lig ious  group react ing  to evan

g e l ica l  hos ti l i ty  and voting Democratic even more solidly than Catholics  

w as  a small  colony of Mormons,  who were living on Big Beaver I s land ,
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which w as  part of Mackinac County , lying off the northernmost part 

of M ich igan 's  lower penn insu la .  There were no Mormons in eas te rn  

M ich ig an , but the  c a s e  of the Big Beaver colony is an exce l len t  i l

lus t ra t ion  of the way an a l te rnate  and deviant set  of re lig ious  v a l u e s ,

held by a sec ta r ian  in-group l iving in a hos t i le  environment caused.

64the group to choose  one party ra ther than another .

The "Latter Day Saints" of Big Beaver were led by James Jesse  

Strang,  who w as  crowned King, Prophet, and Priest  in 1852. That same 

year  he w a s  a l so  unanimously e lec ted  to the s ta te  l eg i s la tu re ,  a s  a 

Democrat .  Internal d i s se n s io n  led to his murder in 1856, and the en 

l ightened Chris t ian  neighbors of the  Mormons thereupon invaded,  sacked 

and burned the c o lo n y .

In 1852 the Mormons voted for Democrat  Franklin P ie rce ,  164-1. 

S tree ter said  tha t  the  "party predilect ions  of the Mormons were doubt

l e s s  due to the inf luence of their  l e a d e r , "  but offered no explanation of 

S trang 's  p red i lec t io n s .  A recen t  ar t ic le  by David Byron Davis is more 

su g g es t iv e .  In "Some Themes of Counter-Subvers ion:  An Analysis of 

A n t i -M aso n ic ,  Ant i -Ca tho l ic ,  and Anti-Mormon L i te ra tu re ,"  Davis ex 

plored the "nat iv is t "  frame of mind which regarded M aso n s ,  C a th o l ic s ,  

and Mormons as  conspira tors  aga in s t  democratic  government and soc ie ty .

64 James S. Coleman, "Social  C leavage and Religious C o nf l ic t , "  
ed .  Earl Raab, Religious Conflict  in America,  pp. 96-98 .
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"If M a s o n s ,  C a th o l ic s ,  and Mormons bore l i t t le  resemblance  to one 

another  In a c tu a l i ty ,  as  imagined enemies they merged into a nearly 

common s te r eo ty p e ."  All three were secre t  organizat ions  to which 

members must be uncondit ional ly loyal.  Nat iv is ts  engaged in "count

l e s s  f a n ta s ie s  of t reason  and myster ious c r im ina l i ty ,"  in which they 

saw the subvers ives  indulging in sexual immorality and pervers ion ,  

and in th is  Mormons were  held to be preeminent b ecau se  they prac

ticed  polygamy. N a t iv is ts  at tr ibuted th is  to Mormons being deluded 

by a " fa lse  ideology" which had "deadened the moral s en se  and l iber 

a ted  man 's  wild sexual impulse from the normal re s t ra in ts  of c iv i l i z a -  

» 6 5t io n .

D a v i s ' s  n a t iv is t s  have much in common with the  e v an g e l ica l s .  

Both ha ted Mormonism for similar r e a s o n s .  Nativism and evan g e l ica l 

ism was  concentra ted  in the Whig Party in Michigan to a much greate r 

degree than  in the Democratic Party.  It is reasonab le  to infer that  

Mormons perceived th is  and voted accord ingly .  In 1852 the Advertiser 

noting the Democratic vote of the  Mormons,  said  tha t  th is  was  appro

pr ia te  and tha t  Whigs did not want  the vo tes  of "Murderers ,  Poly gam-

6 6i s t s ,  and F reeb o o te r s . "  In 1854 it warned of the growing and "fearful 

influence of Mormonism."  It w as  becoming entrenched in Michigan ,

6  S'Stree ter,  Poli t ical  P a r t i e s , pp .  226-27.  Davis,  "Some Themes 
of C oun te r -Subvers ion ,"  MVHR, XLVII, 208, 216, p a s s i m .

6 6A dver t i se r , November 15, 1852, p.  2.
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and the narrow st re tch  of water separa ting Beaver Is land from the 

mainland was  not enough to "keep their  ev il  influence from con

taminating the though t less  impulses  of youth .  Let it have  a speedy 

end in a ll  c o n s c i e n c e . "  When Strang was  murdered the Michigan 

Chris t ian  Herald ca l led  him a " ty ran t , a k n a v e , and a hypocr i te /"  

and re jo iced  tha t  h is  dea th  would "disorganize  that  band of robbers

and p i ra tes  who have . . . for years  infes ted  the northern parts  of

fi7the  s t a t e ,  committing all  sorts of v io lence  and d e p re d a t io n s . "

The Democrats  did not exactly  rush  to embrace the Mormons, 

and the ir  newspapers  referred to them in similarly unp leasan t  te rms. 

However/  the  Democrats had identif ied themselves  over the years  

with  l a i s s e z - f a i r e  e th i c s ,  and the  Mormons probably bel ieved  that  

Democrats  were  l e s s  d isposed  to demand conformity to "Chris t ian"  

w a y s .  It is symbolic that  the year  of the  sack  of Big Beaver, was  

the year  in which the nat ional Republican Party condemned polygamy. 

The Republ icans  in Michigan were  very much a continuation of the 

Whig Party.

Negat ive  Reference to Evangelicals :  General  

In h is  study of New York Benson sugges ted  that  the concept of 

negative  re fe rence  groups could be of great  value to h is to r ians  in help 

ing them to unders tand ,  in Robert Merton 's  words ,  "pat te rns  . 4 . of

67
A dver t i se r , August 15, 1854, p . 2 . Herald,  July 17, 1856, p.  2
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hos t i le  re la t ions  be tween groups or co l lec t iv i t ies  in which the a c t i o n s ,

a t t i tudes  and va lues  of one are dependent upon the a c t io n s ,  a t t i tudes

fifiand va lues  of ihe  other to which it s tands  in opposit ion,  "

Benson showed that  pa tterns  of hos ti le  re la tions  between ethno

cu l tu ra l ,  re l ig io u s ,  occupa t iona l ,  and broad symbolic groups (puritans 

and non-pur i tans)  he lped explain  voting behavior in New York in the 

1840 's .  In eas te rn  Michigan evange l ica ls  tried to rea l ize  a set  of goals 

which became more or l e s s  identified with the Whig Party.  Segments of 

the  popula t ion ,  subcultures  with  different va lues  from e v a n g e l i c a l s ,  saw 

th ose  goa ls  as  t h r e a t s .  Their reac t ion  helped lead them into poli t ica l  

opposi t ion  to the W higs .

Most  of the evange l ica l s  were New England Pro tes tan ts .  They 

w e re ,  a s  Dixon Ryan Fox put i t ,  "posi t ive m en ,"  and as  such begot a 

strong re a c t io n .  Richard L. Power once sugges ted  that  h is to r ians  study 

the  "ear thy charac te r  of the opposit ion encountered in the West by the

Yankee c o lo n i s t s ,  m in is te r s ,  ed i to rs ,  t e a c h e r s ,  t radesm en ,  and en ter -

69p r i s e r s ,  and the ir  ideas  and ways (i tal ics m ine) ."

The reac t ion  to Yankee "cultural imperialism" was,  .in large part ,  

an  a n t i - e v an g e l i c a l  reac t ion  aga ins t  what Fox cal led  "the holy enterprise

68 Benson, Conce pt of Jacksonian Democracy, pp .  27,  284-86.  
Robert K. Merton,  Social Theory a nd Social  Structure (revised; Free Press 
of G lencoe ,  L957), pp.  300-01.

69Richard L. Power, "A Crusade to Extend Yankee Culture ,  1820— 
1865," New England Quart e r l y , XIII, 4 (December, 1940), 648, 649-51.
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of minding everybody e l s e ' s  b u s i n e s s . "  It was  probably the insp ira 

t ion of Herman M elv i l l e ' s  des i re  to form a "Chinese Society for the 

Suppression of Meddling with Other People 's  Business ."  The philan

thropy of the  evange l ica l  Yankees was  derived from the philanthropy 

of puritanism genera l ly ,  which Ralph Barton Perry has  descr ibed  as  

philanthropy of the "paternal s o r t . "

It w as  a stern  k in d n e ss ,  des igned  to repay  the hurts of denial  
with  the grea te r benef it s  which will  accrue  at  some remoter t ime, 
in th is  world or the next .  It was  an inqu is i t ive ,  b ecause  d i s t ru s t 
fu l ,  k in d n e s s ,  which sought to regula te  ano ther ' s  l i fe ,  ra ther than 
to leave  tha t  l ife to the  promptings of i ts  own inward impulsions and 
se l f -government .  It was  an arrogant k in d n e ss ,  express ing  a con
v ic t ion  so free from doubt as  to be untroubled by the p ro tes ts  of the 
b e n e f i c i a r y . ^

For very  different r ea sons  C a th o l ic s ,  re l ig ious  l ibera ls  such as  

U ni ta r ians ,  U n i v e r s a l i s t s , Campbel li tes  , and o t h e r s , and f ree-th inkers ,  

d e i s t s , a t h e i s t s , and Mormons, were natural  enemies  of the ev an g e l ica l s .  

When Reverend Ely i s sued  his  1829 cal l . for a "Chris t ian  Par ty ,"  the 

s tronges t  reac t ion  came,  accord ing to Blau, from f r ee - th in k e rs ,  Univer

s a l i s t s ,  and "ardent s e c u l a r i s t s , "  some of the la t te r  being Jacksonian

71
Republ icans ,  i_.e_., incip ient  Jacksonian Democrats .

Commenting on the reac t ion  to Ely's speech  a Presbyterian mini

s ter  said

70 Ralph Barton Perry,  Puritanism and Democracy (New York: 
Vanguard P r e s s ,  1944), p.  326.

71 Blau, "Chris t ian  Party in P o l i t i c s , "  Review of Rel ig ion, XI, 
24-2 6 . Bodo, Protes tant Cle rgy,  pp.  23-2 5.
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Although our s trength is over ra ted ,  we are strong enough to 
exci te  fea r .  . . . The mobocracy of the age ha tes  u s ,  because  
we are  not l ibera l  enough to suit their  t a s t e  . . . and from every 
quarter there  is a hideous  outcry aga ins t  u s . 7 2

Religious l ibera ls  feared evangel ica l  efforts to connec t  r e 

l igion and s ta t e  and many n o n -e v a n g e l i c a l s ,  not ne ce s sa r i ly  l ibera l  

or c o n se rv a t iv e ,  simply re sen ted  the evange l ica l s  for trying to mind 

the i r  b u s i n e s s .  Perhaps the c l a s s i c  express ion  of irr i tat ion with  evan

ge l ica l  meddling came from a rural  New Yorker who wrote to the Tem

perance  Recorder in 1835:

By what authority you continue to send me the Temperance Re
c o rd e r , I know no t .  One thing I do know, which i s ,  tha t  if you do 
not l ike to have them returned with double p o s tag e ,  you had better 
wait  t i l l  I subscr ibe  before you send me another .  We have Anti-
M asonry ,  Anti-Rum, Anti -Gin ,  Anti-Brandy, and Ant i -mind-their -7 9own b u s in e s s  people enough in th is  small town.  °

In Mich igan ,  Presbyte rians  appear to have been the focus of a n t i 

e vange l ica l  r e a c t io n s ,  probably b ecause  they were most heav i ly  engaged 

in and identif ied with benevolence  and reform c au se s  such as  temperance .  

Catherine  M ason ,  an Episcopal ian  turned Campbelli te and an ardent Demo

c r a t ,  gave  her view of Presbyte rians  in 183 6 . In descr ib ing  an acqua in 

t ance  with whom she d isagreed  frequently  she a tt r ibuted the ir  dif ferences  

to the  o the r ' s

72 Quoted in Bodo, pp.  47 -48 .

73 Quoted in John Allen Krout, The Origins of Prohibition (New 
York: Knopff, 192 5), p.  2 59 , n.
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be ing a thoroughgoing Presbyterian- - !  a d isc ip le  of Alexander 
Campbell .  . . . However she is not as  bigoted and i l l iberal  as 
the  general i ty  of her bre thern .  They have a preacher here /T roy ,  
New York/.  . . far worse than Mr. Cleaveland /D e t r o i t ' s  Pres-  

.byterian minis ter/7. . . .  on Thanksgiving day . . .  he gave them 
a ran t ing ,  'he ll f ire '  sermon upon temperance and slavery saying 
the  la t te r  was  ins ti tu ted  by the d e v i l , who a lso  introduced the use  
of ardent sp i r i t s - - t h u s  desec ra t ing  a day appointed to return thanks 
to our Creator for the b le ss in g s  we enjoy as a na tion .  ^

A Congregational  minis ter doing evangel ica l  missionary work in 

Macomb County in 183 5 wrote that

The current of Infideli ty is strong in the Territory.  Unwearied 
pains  are taken  to d is sem ina te  error. Infidel Publications are ex 
tens ive ly  c i rcu la t ed .  . . . Universal ism and Deism are the most 
common popular e rrors .  The majority of the community,  how ever , 
do not care what they believe  provided it is in opposit ion to the 
'Orthodox'  a s  they term the Presbyter ians  . ( i tal ics m i n e ) ^

The temperance crusade  appears  to have been part icularly a g 

gravating to many n o n -e v a n g e l i c a l s .  The reaction  aga ins t  it by those  

who preferred to drink and regula te  themselves  probably worked to Demo

cra t ic  advan tage  and he lped reinforce an t i - ev an g e l ica l  sen timent.  In 

1836 Henry Schoolc ra ft ,  a Democrat ,  descr ibed  how temperance ultras 

had a l iena ted  moderate men like himself .  The temperance movement,  

he wro te ,

74 Cather ine  M ason ,  Troy, New York, December 18, 1839, to 
Stevens T. M ason ,  Mason MSS.

75 Luther Shaw, Romeo, Macomb County,  August 22 , 1835, to 
Reverend Levi P la t t ,  Secre ta ry ,  Home Missionary  Socie ty ,  in Will iam 
Warren Sweet,  Religion on the American Frontier, 1783-1850, III, The 
Congrega t iona l i s t s :  A Volume of Source Mate ria ls  (Chicago: Univer
si ty  of Chicago P re s s ,  1939), 315.
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excited  the community of Detroit  th is  s ea so n ,  as  a subjec t  e s s e n 
t i a l  to the cause  of sound m o ra l s . Its importance Is undeniable on 
a ll  h an d s ,  but there is a lways  a tendency in new measures  of reform 
to make the method ins is ted  on a sort of moral p an acea ,  capable  of 
doing a ll  th ings ,  to the no l it t le danger of set t ing up a standard 
higher than the Decalogue i t se l f .  In the  midst  of th is  tendency to 
u l t ra ism,  the l e a s t  part ic le  of conservative  opinion would be se ized  
upon by its leaders  as  the want of a thorough acquain tance  and hear t i 
n e s s  in the c a u s e . ^ 6

In an e lec t ion  of town officers in Farmington, Oakland County,

in 1840, temperance advoca tes  aroused such resen tment that  a Justice

of the Peace  was  e lec ted  "rather in opposit ion  to temperance pr incip les"

by Democrats  and a group of "disappoin ted"  W higs .  The man e lec ted

turned out to be such an e n thus ias t ic  drinker than even his  an t i - tem per-

77ance  supporters joined some Whigs in peti t ioning for h is  removal.

The c a s e  of Char les  M. Bull, a Detroit merchant in the 1830's 

i l lu s t ra te s  how resentment of the  Presbyterians  and their  c a u s e s  prob

ably influenced po l i t i c s .  Bull, a Democrat ,  held opinions on cer ta in  

important i s su e s  which were charac te r i s t ic  of Whigs .  He thought that  

Pres ident  Jackson 's  removal of deposi t s  from the Bank of the  United 

States "not r ight .  " Although not wishing to be thought a Bank man, he 

said "give the d — -1 his  d u e . "  After a l l ,  the  Bank had al lowed Congress

7 6 Schoolcraft ,  Personal M em oirs , pp.  550-51.

77 Seth A. L. Warner and Amos M ead ,  Farmington, December 7, 
1840, to Will iam Woodbridge,  Detroit; and see the re la ted  pet i t ions  in 
the fi le of Poli t ical  Pe t i t ions ,  1839-1841, Woodbridge MSS.
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78
to look a t  i ts  books .  When Michigan was admitted to the Union,

after the  Democrats had swi tched to a " subm iss ion is t"  posi t ion  on

the Ohio boundary , Bull helped ce lebra te  s ta tehood, but opposed— as

the Whigs st i l l  d i d  - - " su b m i t t in g  to the insult  we have received from

79Congress  without saying a w o r d . " Bull 's younger brother Hampton

thought tha t  "the Irish and French are the meanes t  se t  of people I ever 

8 0
s a w . "  If Bull shared th is  nativism there was  addit ional reason  for 

expecting him to be a Whig.

Yet one incident  in 1834 may go far in explaining Bull 's Demo

cra tic  loya l ty .  The Territorial Legis lature and Governor M ason ,  in a 

temperance move, had jus t  ra i sed  the price of l iquor re ta i l  l i c en se s  to 

$100. This incensed  tavern keepers  as  well  as  many store keepers  such 

a s  Bull who kept bar a t  one end of their  coun ters .  Bull said  that  the 

merchants  had submitted a pe ti t ion  to the city counci l  with the names 

of "30 of the r i ch es t  and most influentia l  men in the p lace"  on i t .  A 

temperance  minded council  had trea ted  the pet i t ion l ightly , but Bull 

sa id  "we are safe now and have a ll  on our side except the d - - d  p res -  

by te r ians  and them we do not care  anything about we shal l  (sic) get

7P Char les  M. Bull, Detroi t ,  February 24,  1834, to John Bull;
C .M .B. , Detroi t ,  June 4,  1834, to J. B . ; see  a lso  his des i re  not to 
have "much to do with t h e / l o c a l s B a n k s , " C . M . B . ,  January 12, 1834, 
to J.B. , Bull MSS, BHC.

79 Char les  M. Bull, February 13, 1837, to John Bull, Bull MSS.
80 Char les  M. Bull and Hampton Bull, Detroit ,  January 12, 1834, 

to John Bull, Bull MSS.
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bout the b e s t  way we can unti l  we get a new b o a r d . " The la tte r  amounted

81to dis regarding the $100 fee and sell ing booze anyway.

The evange l ica l  demand that  a l l  keep a quiet  Sabbath irr i tated 

the unorthodox who wished  to keep it a s  they p le a se d .  The Congrega

tiona l  miss ionary  in Macomb wrote of his  encounter with "Universa l is ts  

or D e is ts  who wish  to se l l  and go farther into the w oods— as one of them

said  a few days s in c e —that he might be where he could hunt on the Sab-

82bath  and not dis tu rb  his n e ighbors ."

Lenski:  The Pr inciples  of the Demanding Norm 
and Social  Hedonism

In his  s tudy of Detroit  in the 1950's and 1960's Lenski advanced 

concep ts  which help explain how men reac ted  to the evange l ica l s  and to 

the Whig Party in the 1840's.  They help explain  why Reverend Duffield 

complained of the "benumbing" influence of Episccpalianism on his con

g rega t ion ,  and why ev ange l ica l  denominations  did not wholly support 

e vange l ica l  goals  or the Whig Party.  They sugges t ,  too ,  why the un

committed would be more l ikely to be a t t rac ted  to the an t i - e v an g e l ic a l s  

and the Democratic Party,

p i
C har les  M. Bull, Detroit ,  August 31, 1834 , to John Bull, Bull 

MSS. John Fi tzgibbon, "King Alcohol: His Rise ,  Reign and Fall in 
M ich ig an ,"  Michigan H is to ry , II , 4 (October, 1918), 740-47.

82 Letter of Luther Shaw in Sweet,  The C o n g reg a t io n a l i s t s ,
p .  315.
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Lenski found, as  he expec ted ,  tha t  "the degree to which indi

v idua ls  are involved in the churches  grea tly  a ffects  the ir  a t t i tudes  on 

moral, i s su e s  which the churches  have e sp ec ia l ly  chosen  to champion. 

When the i s su e  involved is one on which the churches d i s ag ree ,  . . . 

we typica lly  find a neat progression in a t t i tudes  from the most involved 

members of one group to the most involved members of the other."  For 

example ,  the  Protes tant  churches  condemn gambling and drinking,  but 

sanc t ion  birth control; the Catholic  church condones gambling and drink

ing ,  but condemns birth control .  Thus,

The most ac t ive  white  Protes tants  are the most confirmed cr i t ics  
of gambling and drinking,  while  the most act ive Cathol ics  are c lose  
to the  opposite  ext reme.  On the Issue of birth control ,  however ,  
the  pos i t ions  are vir tually  reve rsed .

However,i t  was  Lensk i 1 s observations  of the marginal members 

of both g roups ,  tha t  i s ,  those  members not in tensely  involved,  which 

w as  of par t icu la r  r e l e v a n c e . Lenski found tha t  both marginal Cathol ics  

and Protes tants

were c lo se r  to the a c t iv i s t s  supporting the l e s s  demanding moral 
s t a n d a r d . In other w ords ,  on the i s su e s  of gambling and drinking, 
the  marginal members of the  two groups were c lose r  to the pos it ions  
of the Cathol ic  a c t i v i s t s ,  the  l e s s  demanding pos i t ion .  However,  
on the i s su e  of birth control  the marginal members of the two groups 
were  c lo se r  to the Protes tant a c t i v i s t s .  . . .  In each c a s e  the group 
with  the l e s s  demanding norm seems to exert  greater influence over 
the  members of the other groups .  These are examples of what might 
be ca l led  the principle of socia l  h ed o n ism : when two e s tab l i shed  
and ins t i tu t iona l ized  re lig ious  groups support opposing moral norms,

83 Lenski ,  The Religious Factor,  p. 174.
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the l e s s  demanding norm tends  to win the  l e s s  committed members 
of both groups .

Might there  not have been something of th is  in men 's  react ions  

to po l i t ica l  part ie s  in the  1840 's?  It has  been seen  that  commitment to 

evange l ica l  denominations  very probably went along with opposi t ion to 

the Democratic Party and support of the Y/hig and an t is lavery  p a r t i e s .

Was it not l ikely tha t  marginal Presby ter ians ,  say ,  would be uncon

cerned about temperance or Sabbath-keeping and l e s s  l ikely  than com

mitted Presbyte rians  to vote  Whig?  Unfortunately the kind of da ta  needed 

to t e s t  such a hypothes is  is not av a i l ab le .  Yet,  c lea r ly ,  the Whig Party 

in Michigan from 1837 to 1852 supported more demanding moral s tandards  

than  the  Democratic Party.  The "principle of socia l  hedonism" would 

seem to have worked to help c rea te  the far more frequent Democratic 

majori t i es  in Wayne County and the Sta te .

84 I b i d . ,  pp.  174-75.
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CHAPTER IX

ETHNOCULTURAL GROUPS AND POLITICAL PARTIES

In New York in the  1840‘s, according to Lee Benson, "ethnic and 

re lig ious  d i fferences  . . . tended to be re la tive ly  the most important 

sources  of pol i t ica l  dif ferences." This holds for Western  Michigan,  

1837-1852. Benson a lso  proposed that  the trad it ional  ident ification of 

Democrats with immigrants and Catholics,  and of Whigs with native stock 

P ro tes tan ts ,  part icularly  New Englanders, "is  almost as  inaccura te  and 

mis leading  as  it is unoriginal .  Collection and ana lys is  of the  re levant 

da ta  revea l  that  the  sharpes t  poli t ical  c leavages  occurred, not be tween 

immigrants and Yankees,  but between different groups of immigrants ."*

Benson developed a c la s s i f ica t ion  system for e thnocul tural  groups 

which wil l  be of some use here .  His two main ca tegor ies  were "Natives ,"  

or "Groups in United States by 1790," and "Immigrants," or "Groups arriv

ing in s ignif icant numbers after 1790." He divided the immigrants into

two groups: "New non-Brit ish" and New Bri t i sh ."  Immigrants voted,  a c -

2
cording to Benson 's  e s t im a te s ,  as follows:

Whig % Dem . %
New non-Brit ish

Catholic  Irish 5 95
French Canadian  5 95

^Benson, Concept of Jacksonian Democracy, p.  165.

^ Ib id . , p . 185.

377
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Whig % Dem.%

French 10 90
New German 20 80

New British
English 75 25
Scots 90 10
W elsh  90 10
Prot. Ir ish 90 10

The na t ives  were subdivided into Negroes ,  Yankees,  P e n n -Je r se y i t e s ,

and four "Yorker" groups: Hugenots (French Protes tan ts ) ,  Dutch,  Old

Brit ish,  and Old German. Except for Negroes and Hugenots ,  Benson

est imated  that  the  native groups spli t  far l e s s  sharply between the 

3par t ie s :

Whig % Dem ,

Native Voting
Negroes 95 5
Hugenots 75 25
Yankees 55 45
Penn Jerseyites 45 55
Old British 40 60
Dutch 40 60
Old German 40 60

Wayne County and eas te rn  Michigan were not a s  he terogenous  

in 1850 as  New York was  in 1844. Probably members of al l the groups 

mentioned above were present in Wayne County a lone ,  but they did not

3
I b id . , pp.  177-85. "It is worth noting that the ’deviant '  b e 

havior of Negroes and Hugenots s trengthens rather than weakens  the 
conclus ion  that  native groups had not developed polarized voting p a t 
t e r n s . Like the immigrants,  members of the two groups v/ere influenced 
by cer ta in  ethnic and re lig ious  factors tha t  different ia ted them from the 
great bulk of the nat ive  e le c to ra te . "  pp.  184-85.
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c lus te r  in townships  in such a way so th a t ,  lacking data for individuals , 

in ferences  can be made from aggregate  d a ta .  It has  not been poss ib le  

to t e s t  adequate ly  whether "the sharpes t  poli t ical  c leavages  occurred 

. . . be tween different groups of immigrants, " al though the availab le  

data  sugges ts  that  th is  was  so .  There was  no simple alignment of n a 

t ives  on one side and immigrants on the other.

Immigrants

In 183 6 Harriet  Mart ineau wrote that  " thousands of foreigners

are pouring in every year;  and of t h e s e ,  many are Ir ish ,  Germans,  or

Dutch,  working their  way into the backcountry,  and glad to be employed
4

for a while  at  Detroit ,  to earn money to carry them further.  " By 1850 

the foreign born of Wayne numbered about 14 ,507 ,  or 35 percen t .  In 

Michigan the foreigners  made up 13.8 percent of the popula tion,  and 

the  la rges t  single group were Engl ish,  (6 . 8 %), but in Wayne County
5

Irish and Germans were heavily concen tra ted .

Did the fore ign-born vote Democrat ic?  From the Consti tu tional 

Convention  of 1835 to the post-mortems on the 1852 elect ion,  poli t ic ians  

and editors  t e s t i f ied  that  they d id .  In 1844 they voted for Polk, said the

4
Harriet M ar t ineau ,  Michigan H is to ry , VII, 50.

^The Wayne es t imate  is based  on my count of the  b ir thplaces  of 
the potentia l  vote rs  in the towns in 1850, and on the 1853 Directory c e n 
s u s ,  which counted over 7, 700 Germans in Detroit  alone in 1853, com
pared to 6,100 Irish C a th o l ic s ,  and 3 ,200 English Protes tants  and about 
2,100 other New British.
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Advert iser , "Almost in a solid pha lanx ."  The e lec tion was  determined, 

sa id  Will iam Woodbridge,  by the " 'Foreign Vote'—the Irish and the 

Catholic  Germans are very numerous in th is  State and no doubt is en 

te r ta ined  tha t  they almost universal ly  voted the Loco Foco t i c k e t . "  

Woodbridge added that  the Democratic cause  was  a lso  helped by im

por ta t ions ,  no doubt French, from Canada.  In 1852 the Free Press 

c laimed the loyal ty  of "adopted c i t iz ens"  for Democracy desp i te  "all  

the  app l iances  of Whiggery" to lure them away.

The observers  were mostly correct .  There was a strong te n 

dency for a reas  where immigrants were concentra ted to be strongly 

Democratic ,  but the most correct  observers  were those  l ike Woodbridge 

who singled out immigrant Catholics  as  the Democrats '  s trongest  sup

porters  .

The percent foreign born in 1850 in Michigan counties  giving 

the h ighes t  Democratic vote  in 1852 w as  generally greater than the per

cent  in the lowest Democratic coun t ie s .  (See Table 34. )

The percent of foreign born in W ayne 's  towns tended to increase  

as  Democratic strength increased; the coeff ic ient of correlat ion for the 

two v a r i a b le s ,  as noted ear l ie r ,  is plus .57 .  (See Table 35 .)

g
Do’rr ( ed . ) ,  Debates  and Proceedings ,  1835 (D ebates ) , pp. 184, 

219-20. A dver t iser , November 15, 1844; November 16, p.  2; November 18 
p.  2. Free Pres s , November 6 , 1852 , p.  2.  William Woodbridge , Spring 
w e l l s ,  November 11, 1844 , draft of a l e t te r ,  Woodbridge MSS.
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TABLE 34

PERCENTAGE OF FOREIGN-BORN, 1850, IN HIGHEST DEMOCRATIC 
COUNTIES, 1852 , AND LOWEST DEMOCRATIC COUNTIES, 1852

C ounty Dem. % F-B %

High D e m o c ra tic

M ackinac 89 34

O ttaw a 64 48

Saginaw 61 16

L iv in g s to n 57 10

Wayne 5 5 .4 35

M onroe 5 5 ,3 17

M ontcalm 5 5 .3 6

S t ,  C l a i r 5 5 .1 31

Low D e m o c ra tic

T u s c o la 35 10

Kalam azoo 41 8

C lin to n 42 7

G enesee 43 8 .

J a c k s o n 45 6

H i l l s d a l e 47 8
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TABLE 35

PER CENT FOREIGN BORN, 1850, WAYNE COUNTY TOWNS, 
COMPARED TO DEMOCRATIC AVERAGE, 1848-1852

Towns % FR Deme Avg.

Hamtram ck 72 70

G r e e n f ie ld  67 62

S p r in g w e l ls  64 53

G ro sse  P o in te  56 80

M onguagon 48 60

D e a rb o rn  38 60

E c o rs e  33 49

Brovmstov7n 32 41

R e d fo rd  32 66

Rom ulus 22 60

N onk in  20 56

T a y lo r  17 37

Van B uren  14 60

C an to n  14 64

S um pter 13 4-7

H uron 10 54

L iv o n ia  8 39

P ly m o u th  7 38
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Only one of the banner towns of Oakland, W ashtenaw,  and 

Hil lsdale  had a s ignificant number of foreign born.  Although it was 

Democratic ,  the coef fic ient of correlation for percent foreign born 

and Democratic st rength fro all was  an insignificant .02 .  (See Appen

dix E, Table 1).

In Detro i t ' s  wards some correspondence is seen  between per

cent foreign and Democratic st rength .  The three w a rd s - - fou r th ,  

seven th ,  and e igh th—with the la rges t  percent foreign were a lso  the 

s trongest  Democratic w a rd s .  Yet two wards  with high foreign percen

t a g es  were not strong Democratic w a rds—the sixth and thi rd .  Religion 

appears  to have been d e c i s iv e .  Wards four,  seven and eight had the 

la rges t  pe rcen tages  of Cathol ics :  57, 46,  and 47; compared to 30 and 

34 for wards  six and th ree .
TABLE 36

DETROIT'S WARDS, PER CENT FOREIGN-BORN, 1853, AND 
DEMOCRATIC AVERAGE, AND PER CENT CATHOLIC

Ward FB % Dem, Avg, Dem. Avg. C a th .
1848-1852 1848 , 1850, 1852 7=

4 82 65 61 57

7 80 58 56 46

8 75 75 68 47

6 • 67 52 49 30

3 60 54 50 34

1 50 60 52 28

5 48 53 50 24

2 46 55 51 35
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Among Wayne towns Springwells had a large foreign born popu

la tion (64%) but low Democratic s trength .  This may have been due to 

Springwells '  immigrants having recently  arrived. Significantly,  of the 

four towns with the most foreigners (by percent) ,  Hamtramck, Green

f ie ld ,  Grosse  Pointe ,  and Spr ingwells,  the only one not heavily Demo

cra tic  in 1850 was  Springwells ,  the only one without a Catholic  church 

in 1850.

Thus,  the  foreign born voted heavily for the Democracy, but 

foreign born Cathol ics  made up the bulk of the immigrant population 

and it w as  they who were most consis ten t ly  Democratic.

Natives :  Yankees and Yorkers

With the exception of those  of foreign b i r th - -our  population is 
principally  from New England and weste rn  New York: like that  from 
which it has  been sepa ra ted ,  it is indust r ious ,  in te ll igent and en 
te rp r is ing .  I ts  i n t e r e s t s — are with the Whigs:  and we hope this 
truth will  be acknowledged. Its in te rcourse ,  poli t ica l  as wel l  as  
soc ia l  and commercial ,  ought to b e —and is gett ing to be—with 
New England . ^

It is c lear  from th e se  comments of William Woodbridge in 1844 

as  well  a s  from the tab le s  above that  na t ives  were divided in their  poli 

t ica l  lo y a l t i e s .  Since most of the n a t iv e s ,  whether born in New York or 

New England,, were of Yankee s tock ,  it seems reasonab le  to infer that  

Yankees were a lso  d iv ided.

7William Woodbridge,  Spr ingwell s , September 14, 184 4, 
/ Jona than  Chapman,  Boston / /  Woodbridge MSS.



www.manaraa.com

385

Next to Yankees the la rgest  native group was  the Yorkers (Dutch, 

Old Brit ish,  Old Germans,  Hugenots). In New York most Yorkers had 

d is l iked  Yankees s ince  the seventeenth  century ,  and vice  v e r s a .  Ben

son has  shown that  the Yankee-Yorker hosti l i ty  affected Whig and Demo

cra tic  po l i t ica l  a l ignments ,  with Yankees sl ightly favoring the Whigs and 

Yorkers (except Hugenots) favoring the Democrats by a somewhat larger 

margin (see pp.  377-78 . )  In Michigan Yankees and Yorkers were b lend

ed together in the nat ive population far more than in New York. The 

New York born were  the la rges t  single element in Michigan and Wayne 

County ,  but it was  very difficult  to determine which were Yankees and 

which were  Yorkers (or other).  There is some evidence for the  p e r s i s 

tence  of Yankee-Yorker antagonism in Michigan, but the grea ter ming

ling of the  two groups may have made it l e s s  intense  than in New York.

At any r a t e ,  the  evidence for the  Democratic tendency of Yorkers in 

Michigan is far from as  persuas ive  as  that  in New York. The evidence 

for the Whig tendency  of Yankees is somewhat stronger.

Towns could be ranked according to the percent  of New England 

born in e ac h .  In Wayne Democratic strength showed a sl ight tendency 

to r ise  a s  the percent  of New England born fe ll .  The coef fic ient of 

corre la tion was  - . 2 8  (See Appendix E, Table 2). The banner towns of

o
Dixon Ryan Fox, Yankees and Yorkers (New York: New York 

Univers i ty ,  1940) pp.  1-26, 2 06-07 , p a s s i m .
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H i l l sd a le ,  Oakland, and Washtenaw showed no cons is ten t  re la tionship  

between New England born and Democratic strength (See Appendix E, 

Table 3).

This da ta  proves or disproves l i t t l e .  However,  the Sabbath 

and McCoy s tudies  both show Yankees as  important in both par ties  

but dec i s iv e ly  favoring the Whigs . Sabbath found 24 New England born 

among W ayne 's  Whig leadersh ip  in 1844 and only 15 Democratic leaders  

of New England birth (69%-31%).^

M cC oy 's  Yankee e li te  members were more preponderantly Whig 

and ant i -Democra t ic  than Sabbath 's  aggregate  Yankee group. The 45 

Yankee e l i te  members in 1844 were the la rgest  ethnocultura l  group 

among the e l i t e ,  and 33 (71%) were Whig, 3 were Liberty (9%), and 9 

Democratic (20%), for an an ti -Democratic  percent  of 80.  The New York 

English and the New England English broke down as follows between 

par t ies :

New-England 
English

No. %
Whigs 22 84
Democrats 4 16
Liberty

26 1 0 0

(The New England English were Whig by 84% and the New York Englis 

were an t i -Democrat ic  by 74%.)

r\
^Sabbath, ' 'Poli t ical  Leadership in Wayne County, 1844," p.  131.

New York 
English

No. %
1 1 58

5 26
3 16

19 1 0 0
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Although eli te  Yankees were preponderantly a n t l -D em o cra t i c , 

Yankees were st i l l  the la rgest  single ethnocultural  group among eli te  

Democrats .  Yankee Democrats consti tu ted  32 percent of the Demo

cra tic  t o t a l , compared to Yankee Whigs amounting to 54 percent of the 

W higs .  The dec is ive  factor separat ing Yankee Whigs and Yankee Demo

c ra ts  , It wi l l  be r e c a l l e d ,  was  Presbyter ian ism . 1 0

In a general  way McCoy 's  findings agree with the da ta  here:  

Yankees in eas te rn  Michigan were divided between the p a r t i e s ,  favored 

the W higs ,  and re ligious  dif ferences  among Yankees had a highly s ig 

nif icant influence on their  party pre fe rence .  McCoy's  e l i te  Yankees 

were far more an ti -Democratic  than Yankees in the population at  large 

appear to have b een .  Partly account ing for th is  imbalance was  that  

Presbyterians  were so numerous among McCoy’s e li te :  th is  was  a 

group which even among the population at  large was strongly an t i -  

Democratic .  Significantly McCoy explained the Whiggism of e li te  

Presbyte rians  by referring to their  "reformist zea l"  and "puri tanical  "

i 11im pulses .

Yorkers

Im press ion is t ic  ev idence  sugges ts  tha t  Yorkers played a s ig 

n if icant role  in the Democratic Party in eas te rn  Michigan.  John Norvell,

*°McCoy, "Polit ical  Affi liat ions of Economic Elites," pp.  150, 151. 
Among non-Yankee Presbyterians  there was  no sharp c leavage .

^  McCoy, pp.  16 6 , 167, 175.
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one of M ich igan ’s f irst  Sena to rs , and a Democratic Party leader for

many y e a r s ,  w as  descr ibed  by an admiring Char les  M. Bull in 1831

a s  ,ra r ea l  Yorker. " Bull himself  may have been a Yorker (born in

Columbia County,  New York), but Norvell was  the son of a Virginian

and born in Kentucky. I interpret th is  to mean that  Bull a s so c ia te d

12Jacksonian leaders  with  Yorker ch a rac te r i s t i c s .

Conrad "Coon" Ten Eyck, a Democratic leader of Dearborn,

w as  a genuine  Yorker, born in New York of Dutch ances t ry .  Ten Eyck

w as  a pioneer  and leading c i t izen  of Democratic Dearborn.  In the

183 0's  pioneers trave ling through eas te rn  Michigan stopped at  Ten

Eyck 's  inn for refreshment and a dose of Democratic po l i t ic s .  Wayne

County Democratic Convent ions for years  were held at "Ten Eyck's

Tavern ,"  and Conrad 's  neighbors frequently e lec ted  him to the s ta te

13leg is la tu re  and other local  off ices .

Two Wayne County towns had Yorker charac te r i s t i c s  and both 

were  Democratic towns .  Redford (6 6 % Democratic strength) had a 

Dutch Reformed church (18% prefe rence),  and 48 percent of its poten

t ia l  vo te rs  were born in New York. But this proves almost nothing.

12Char les  M. Bull, Detroit ,  July 1831, to John Bull, Columbia 
County ,  New York, in Sidney Glaser  (ed . ) ,  "In Old Detroit  (1831-183 6 ) , "  
Michigan H is to ry , XXVI (Spring, 1942), 204.

13Henry A. Haigh,  "The Old Ten Eyck Tavern ,"  Michigan History, 
XV (Summer, 1931), 441-45. Henry A. Haigh, "Early Days in Dearborn,"  
Michigan His tory ,  V, 2-3 (July-October, 1921), 53 6 -60 .
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Democratic Van Buren (60%) was sett led  in the 1820's and 1830's by 

New Yorkers , part icularly  from Seneca County,  New York. Seneca 

was  a Penn-Jerseyite  County sharply divided in its poli t ical  lo y a l t i e s . 1̂  

Yet the founders of Van Buren indicated where their loya l t ies  lay by 

naming the ir  town after New York’s b e s t  known Yorker Democrat . 1 5

In 1850 in Addison, Oakland County 's  banner Democratic town 

(77%), 50 percent of the potentia l  voters  had been born in New York and 

28 percent had been born in the Middle Atlantic s t a t e s ,  mostly New 

Jersey and Pennsylvania .  Most of the prominent men in this  predomi

nantly small  farmer but prospering town were of Dutch and German an 

c e s t ry .  All the ava i lab le  evidence regarding Addison's ethnocultural

16composi t ion points strongly in a Yorker direc tion.

The above evidence is impress ionis tic  and far from conclus ive .  

Yet it seems p laus ib le  that  Yankees and Yorkers carried from New York 

to Michigan both their  cultura l  antagonism and poli t ical  p re ferences .

The French

In 1837 the population of Michigan was  about 175,000 and an 

e s t im ated  10,000-12 ,000 were descendan ts  of the French-Canadians

^ B e n s o n , C o n c e p t , p. 184. He est imated tha t  Penn-Jerseyites  
voted about 55 percent Democrat .  They were not properly a Yorker group, 
but I am consider ing  them as  such .

15Robbe, History of V an Buren Township,  pp.  32 -40 ,  58-53.

1 5 Durant,  History of Oakland County,  pp.  123-29 .
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who had been  the  fi rs t  white se t t le r s  in the region. Many French were 

concentra ted  on M ich igan 's  southeas tern  shoreline in Wayne and ne igh

boring c o u n t i e s .  While the French could not have amounted to more

than 7 percent of M ich igan 's  population in 183 7,  they cons t i tu ted  about

1715 percent of De tro i t ' s  population in 1834.

From at l e a s t  the mid-1830's on ,  most of the French formed and 

held  a Democratic loyalty .  In New York s t a t e ,  according to Benson's 

e s t im a te ,  the "Old French" voted about 90 percent  Democratic ,  and

F re n c h -C a n a d ia n s , the most recently  arrived of any immigrant group

18th e re ,  voted about 95 percent Democratic .  Although both the old 

and new French in Michigan were a strongly Democratic group, neither 

seem to have been as  sol idly Democratic as  the New York French.

One old p ioneer ,  however,  remembered tha t

In pol i t ics  a ll  Canada Frenchmen . . . were  democrats . . . 
and never  fa iled to be present  on e lec tion  day to ’c a s t  a vote  for 
Gen. J a c k s o n . ' No insult  was  more keenly  felt  than to be charged 
with  lack of fealty  to the 'old p a r ty , '  al though it was  well  under
stood that  the l a s t  man to give him (sic) a ballot and the longest  
plug of tobacco  secured his  v o t e . ^

17Blois,  Gaze teer  of Michigan, 1838, pp. 156-57. Fuller,  Eco
nomic and Social  Beginnings ,  p .  502. Trowbridge,  History of Michigan 
Bapt ists  , p . 45 .

18Benson, C o n ce p t , pp.  175-76, 185.

19E. S. Smith,  "Pioneer Days in Kalamazoo and Van Buren Coun
t i e s , "  MPHC, XIV, 279.
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As ear ly  as 1833 opponents of the Democrats noted that  the

Catholic  French were voting Democratic and in 1838 the Detroit Free

Pres.s c laimed that  the French population voted Democratic "almost

en m a s s e . 11 The paper predicted that  in the coming fall  e lec tion the

French "will be more unanimous . . .  in support of the Democratic

2 0t i c k e t , than they have ever  been be fo re ."

Often the  French gave Whig leaders  hope that  they could be

wooed away from Democracy, but usually  ended up disappointing them.

A Monroe Whig leader  in 1844 became convinced that  the French would

go for C lay ,  but after the e lec t ion  lamented:

It is  s a id ,  and I am convinced of the truth of i t ,  tha t  the Sabbath 
previous to the  Elec tion,  the ir  Clergy here and at the Bay urged 
on them the duty of voting the Polk t icket as the Clay Party,  should 
they su c c e e d ,  would burn their  Churches ,  and otherwise  ac t  h o s -  
t i le ly  to a ll  Cathol ic  In te re s t s .  . . . that  kind of influence that  is 
a lw ays  brought to bear on such M inds ,  succeeded  in effacing any 
favorable  impressions  /m ad e  by Whigs/7and caused  them to fall  in 
with  the prevai l ing Delusion  of th is  unhappy Per iod . ^

1. Detroit French, 1839-1844.

In 1853 the number of "French C atho l ics"  in each  of Detroit ' s  

wards  w as  g iven  a s  follows in Johnston 's  census  (I have computed the

20 Detroit  C our ie r , July 10, 1833, p. 2. Caleb N. Ormsby, 
March 11, 1833, Detroit ,  to John Allen, Ann Arbor, Allen MSS. BHC. 
Free P r e s s , October 23 , 1838, p.  2; October 25,  p .  2.

Oliver Johnson, Monroe,  November 20,  1844 , to William 
Woodbridge,  Wash ing ton ,  Wocabridge MSS.
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p e rc en ta g e s ) :

French Catholics

Ward 1
2
3
4
5
6 
7
8

No.
55
34

303
533

58
424
606

43
12.4

1 . 0

12.5

8 .9

%
1 . 6

8
2 .4

1 . 8

8

In the period 1839-1844 there were only 6 w a r d s , and the 7th 

w as  then part of the 4th.  The then 3rd, 4th ,  and 6 th wards  (those with 

the la rges t  numbers and percentages  of French Catholics  in 1853) were 

a ll  on the e a s t  s ide  of town, as  were the French Catholic  churches .  

Those wards  bordered on Hamtramck township ,  an early French s e t t l e 

ment.  In 1839, given i ts  locat ion and the s ize  of the French Catholic 

popula tions  in the 4th and 7th wards in 1853, the 4th probably was  the

most French of the w ards .  It voted 59 percent Democratic in 1839 and

22gave even larger majori t i es  to the Democrats in 1841, 1842 , and 1843. 

Although the foregoing data do not provide a sound b a s i s  for genera l i 

za t ion ,  it does  not contradic t  a l l  the impress ionis t ic  evidence regarding 

French Democratic loyalty .

22 The 1840 and 1844 Pres identia l  e lec tion returns for Detroit wards 
are unava i lab le .  In city e l ec t io n s ,  1839 through 1844, the 4th ward went 
D em ocra t .
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2. Rural French, 1837-1852.

Hamtramck 's  Democratic majority from 1837 to 1847 ranged from 

6 8  percent to 96 percen t ,  the la t ter  majority c a s t  in 1842 , a low turnout 

year  when 160 Democrats and only 6 Whigs went to the p o l l s .  In 1847 

Grosse  Pointe w as  organized out of Hamtramck and it took over as  the 

banner Democratic unit ,  averaging 80 percent during 1848-1852 to Ham

t ramck 's  70 percen t .  By 1850 both towns had been flooded with foreign- 

born C a th o l ic s ,  German Lutherans ,  and other immigrants.  Their early 

French popula tions were in a minority.  In 1840 Hamtramck had st i l l  

been mostly  French. A poll l i s t  of the persons who voted in Hamtramck 

on November 2 and 3, 1840, contained 336 names of which about 185, 

or 55 pe rcen t ,  appeared to be French. Hamtramck voted 70 percent 

Democratic in 184 0, and it is unlikely that  a l l  or most of the 104 Whig 

voters  were French. Lewis Beaufait of Hamtramck was  a member of a 

w e l l  known French family and a Democratic leader for many y e a r s . He 

served as de lega te  to the 1835 Const i tu tional Convention and Hamtramck 

frequently e lec ted  him to the s ta te  l e g is la tu re .  While a candidate  for 

the la t ter  in 1837 the Free Press descr ibed  him as "an es timable  member 

of the  old and independent c l a s s  of French population.  . . . He is an 

in te ll igent and influentia l  farmer,  who will get  a lmost the entire vote  

of h is  townsh ip .  . . . "  In 1844 a group of about 75 Hamtramck Demo

cra ts  met to announce their  support of Lewis C as s  for the Presidency
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23and about 80-90 percent of them were French.

Just south of Wayne County,  in Monroe County,  was the s e t t l e 

ment-of Frenchtown. In 1840 it w as  probably more homogenously French 

than Hamtramck. It stood just  ac ross  the Raisin River from Monroe,  the 

county s e a t .  American developers  had originally chosen  it to be the 

county sea t  but the French na t ives  were unwilling to se ll  their  land for 

public and other purposes .  Election returns are avail ab le  for only 1837 

and 1841, but these  indicate  a normal Democratic majority more over

whelming than Hamtramck’s; the town voted 79 percent Democratic in

241837 and 83 percent  in 1841.

The da ta  for Hamtramck and Frenchtown sugges t  that  the old French 

v o ted ,  as  in New York, about 9 0 percent  Democrat ic .  But th is  was  not 

true of the French of Ecorse ,  Wayne County.

3.  Ecorse .

The French of Ecorse were both old and new and were divided in 

po l i t ica l  loya l ty .  Ecorse ,  in southern Wayne County,  w as  an ear ly French

23 Free P r e s s , October 19, 1837, p.  2; February 23 , 1844 , p.  2; May 
26, 1840, p. 2. The Hamtramck poll l i s t  is in the John R. Will iams MSS, 
BHC. An 1840 or 1839 cen su s  of Hamtramck is in the Woodbridge MSS. It 
l i s t s  133 names of male household h e a d s ,  including 35 re s iden t  farm own
e r s ,  16 tenan t  fa rmers ,  3 unident i f iab le ,  and 9 n o n - re s id e n t s .  Of the  r e s i 
dents  40-45 percent of the names appear to be French.

24 Fuller ,  pp. 153 , 175. Election r e tu rn s : Free P r e s s , November 
17, 1837, p. 2; August 28 , 1837, p.  2; November 1841.
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river bank town, with  i ts  r ibbon farms c lus tered  about the confluence 

of the. Ecorse and Detroit r ive rs .  In the 1830's the wes te rn  half  of the 

town had been se t t led  mainly by Yankees—but in the ear ly fort ies the 

tow n 's  e lec to ra te  must have been at l eas t  50 percent  French. The town 

voted s l ight ly  Whig in 1838, 1839, 1840, 1842, 1843, and 1844, and 

Democratic  in 1837 and 1845. In 1846 the weste rn  ha lf  of Ecorse organ

ized i t s e l f  a s  the  separa te  town of Taylor, which thereaf ter became the 

s t rongest  Whig town in the county ,  averaging about 63 percent in e l e c 

t ions  1848-1852. If the Taylorites  had voted as  strongly Whig while 

part of Ecorse ,  then the eas te rn  French half  had probably voted strongly 

Democratic .  One could then expect tha t  af ter 1846, the smaller and 

more predominantly French Ecorse would have voted Democrat ic .  But 

th is  w as  not the c a s e .  The town remained divided. The turnout was 

very low in 1847 and 52 percent Whig. Although the town went 55 per

cen t  Democratic in 1848, it then vac i l la ted  between the  par ties  and 

compiled a 51 percent Whig average in the  years  1848-1852.

In 1850, .54 percent of Ecorse 's  potent ia l  vote rs  were Michigan 

born French-C anad ians  and about 25 percent were new French-Canadian.  

Thus,  about 80 percent  of the potential  vo ters  were French. In the 1850 

Congress iona l  e lec t ion  about 56 percent of the potential  turned out and 

voted 55 percent  Democratic .  In 1852, 91 percent  turned out (according 

to the 1850 b a se  figure) and voted 54 percent Whig.



www.manaraa.com

396

Ecorse 's  French behaved like the French in Hamtramck and 

Grosse  Pointe by never cas t ing  a vote for Liberty or Free Soil . In 

1850 in the vote  on equal su f f rage , 60 voted agains t  non-white  suf 

frage and none for i t .  This was  typica l  of strong Democratic towns 

and of the French, and makes Ecorse 's  lack of strong Democratic 

loyal ty  more rem arkab le .

It is no easy  matter to account for Ecorse 's  dev iancy .  Its 

behavior offers no support to the t radit ional c l a s s  interpre tation of 

p a r t i e s ,  according to  which it should have been strongly Democrat ic .  

Over 60 percent of i ts  po tentia l  vo ters  were in the rural  lower c l a s s e s  

(Farm 1-3,  Urban 1-2) . The average  value of farms ($1,121) and tools 

($60) were  the lowest  in the county in 1850. Only 12 farmers owned 

farms worth $1,001 to $3,  000, and none owned farms worth over $3 ,000. 

Except i ts  re la t ive ly  large  numbers of tenan ts  (12%) and farm laborers 

(21%), Ecorse resembled the other poor, small  farmer towns in W ayne’s 

southern t i e r .  Lack of wealth  and geography may have combined with 

other fac tors  to c rea te  poli t ica l  i so la t ion .  Ecorse farmers were mostly 

poor ,  uneduca ted ,  probably i l l i t e ra te ,  and French-speak ing .  In a 

rural  town all  t h e se  th ings  could contribute to poli t ical  apathy . Per

sonal loya l t ie s  could e as i ly  have counted for more than party loyalty .  

Phil Ennis has  said  tha t  "persona l iza t ion  of poli t ics  occurs  more often 

in smal le r communi t ies ' 1 and "as  the size  of the community d e c l in e s ,
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2 5so too ,  does  vo te rs '  involvement with i s s u e s . "

It may be signif icant tha t  the town did not build a Catholic 

church until 1847. Lack of re lig ious  involvement may have been r e 

la ted  to lack  of poli t ica l  and Democratic loyalty .

Ecorse received  very few immigrants other than French C ana

d i a n s ,  unlike Hamtramck, Grosse  Pointe,  and Greenfield.  Those 

towns bordered one another in W ayne’s nor theast  corner.  They repre

sented  a be lt  of Democratic st rength res t ing  on French, German, and 

Irish C a th o l i c s ,  and German Lutherans .  Non-French immigrants may 

not have been welcome in Ecorse ,  al though the economic condition of 

the  town was  not such as  to hold promise of opportunity for newcomers .

Hamtramck, Grosse  Pointe,  and Greenfield conta ined  many poor, 

uneducated p e r so n s ,  including farm labore rs ,  t e n a n t s ,  and common 

labore rs .  Yet in the  three towns l ived many ear ly leaders  of the Demo

cra tic  Party,  The towns were predominantly lower and middle c l a s s ,  

ye t  housed some of the flower of the Democratic county and s ta te  e l i te .  

My impression is tha t  th e se  towns had a party espr it  and §lan that  was 

lacking in Ecorse .  This qua l i ty ,  however,  as emphasized in the second 

chap te r ,  is a s  much an effect  a s  a cause  of party loyalty and poli t ical  

in te re s t .

25 Phillip H. Ennis,  "The Contextual Dimension in Voting," 'Wil
liam McPhee and Will iam A. Glaser ( e d s . ) ,  Public Opinion and Congres-  
sional Elections  (Free Press of Glencoe,  19 62), p. 189.
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In sum, the French of Ecorse seem to have been a re la tive ly  

se l f - s u f f i c i e n t ,  s e l f -con ta ined  enc lave ,  l i t t le  dependent emotionally 

or otherwise  on t ie s  to the outs ide  world.  The isola tion imposed by 

geography,  i l l i t e racy ,  lack  of communication,  and the language barrier,  

probably were the controll ing factors  in Ecorse 's  failure to develop strong 

poli t ica l  loya l t ies  in the 1840's.

4. French Economic Elite.

M cC oy 's  study showed that  the French among Wayne County 's  

economic e l i te  in 1844 preferred the Democrats ,  but not to the same 

extent  as  the French group genera l ly .  Of 11 native French economic 

e li te  members ,  McCoy found that  5 of them, or 45 pe rcen t ,  were Demo

c r a t s ,  3 were V/higs,  or 27 percent  (1 other poss ib ly  was a Whig ,  4 or 

36 percen t) ,  and 2 were of no identif iable  party.  McCoy assumed (rightly) 

that  most Wayne County French voted Democratic and concluded that  the 

"large Whig minority /among the e l i t e /  in 1844 sugges ts  that  e thnocul- 

cul tura l  solidarity cannot  automatical ly be assumed on all  s o c io - e c o 

nomic l e v e l s .  The small  French e l i te  defect ion to the Whigs sugges ts  

tha t  c l a s s  identi fication for some was  stronger than re l ig ious -cu l tu ra l  

antipathy or ethnic so l ida r i ty ."  Yet, as McCoy re c o g n iz e d , " c las s  iden

ti f ica t ion"  a lone  was  not the only possib le  or even most l ikely explanation 

for party deviance  among the French economic e l i te .  At one point she sug

ges ted  tha t  the "most 'pur itan '"  of the French may have been those which
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2 6were  a t t rac ted  to the Whig (and Republican) Party. The ca se  of

Ecorse sugges ts  tha t  other fac to rs , too ,  were capable  of caus ing  de-

viancy  among French at  very low socio-economic  le v e l s .

McCoy a lso  found that  the Catholics  among the French eli te

numbered s even ,  and that  three  were the three  posit ive  Whigs and four

2 7were  Democrats  (43% Whig , 57% Democrat) .  It is in te rest ing that 

seven, of the eight men with strong party ident if ications  a lso  had iden

t i f iab le  re l ig ious  involvement,  and tha t  three  men with no or uncer tain  

party identi fication had no identif iable  re lig ious  involvement.  This 

provides  one small piece  of support for the hypothesis  that  strong 

po l i t ica l  loyalty  tended to accompany re lig ious  involvement.

5. The French Democratic Assoc ia tion .

In 18 51 some Old French Democrats in Detroit organized the 

French Democratic Associa tion and their  action  may provide some in

sight into the  pos it ion  of the French in the Democratic Party in the 

la t te r  part of the 1837-1852 period.  The purpose of the Associa tion 

w as  frankly poli t ica l:  it intended to undertake the po li t ica l  e d u ca 

tion of about half  of the French-Canadian  population which ,  "not 

unders tanding the English" needed "some means by which they could

^ M c C o y ,  pp.  159-7 0, 180.

2 7I b i d . , p . 17U .
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learn  what is done around them and for their  ben e f i t . "  The Assoc ia tion ■ 

said  it did not intend to be a pressure  group within the par ty ,  but would 

"remain auxil l ia ry"  to the  party .  Its function would be to increase  Demo

cra tic  majori t i es  in city and county .  Despite  its d isc la im er ,  it is very 

poss ib le  tha t  the Associa tion sought,  as  a by-product at  l e a s t ,  in

c reased  influence within the party .  The influence of French leaders  

was  shrinking as  the  re la t ive  number of votes  they represented  shrank: 

while  the  French-Canadians  had been increas ing by Canadian immigra

t io n ,  the ir  numbers could not compare with the m asse s  of Ir ish and 

Germans .  French influence in the c i ty ,  if not in the party ,  had been 

s tead i ly  dimin ish ing .  From 1824-183 6 , of 51 Common Council  members, 

accord ing to one s tuden t ,  a t  l e a s t  11 and probably 14 were French; from 

183 6 to 1856, of .99 Council  members,  only 7 names of cer ta in  French
2 g

origin were counted ,  and only one of the se  appeared after 1846.

That the  Associa tion thought it could increase  Democratic 

majori t i es  indica ted  tha t  a s ignif icant number of the non-English speak

ing French were e ither voting Whig or ,  more l ike ly ,  not voting at a l l .

From what is known of the tendency of the poor,  uneduca ted ,  and thus 

uninvolved,  not to v o te ,  that  w as  probably the c a s e .

78 Free P r e s s , October 31, 1851, p. 3. Leigh G. Cooper,  "In
fluence  of the French Inhabitants  of Detroit Upon Its  Early Poli t ical  
L i fe ,"  M ich igan H is to ry , IV, 1 (January, 1920), 301-02 .
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The Democratic press  welcomed the Associa tion.  The Whig

Advertiser greeted it with remarks which Detroit 's  French Canadians

could hardly have cher i shed .  The Advertiser said that  the "Canadian

Democrats"  usually  came to Detroit only annually ,  on e lec tion  day,

"when they have genera lly  been on hand to help us try the experiment

in self  government,  by putt ing from fifty to two hundred i l legal  votes

according to the ex igenc ies  of the  s i tua tion .  We hearti ly re jo ice  that

if l ike the w h i te f i sh ,  they come but once a year ,  that  they . . . con-

25eluded to make the ir  ' run'  ear l ier  in the s e a s o n . "

Yankees and Frenchmen

The Yankee-Protes tant and French Cathol ic  socia l  and poli t ical  

d iv is ion  in Michigan was similar in many ways to the Yankee-Yorker 

c leavage  in New York s t a t e .  The Catholic French Canadians  were the 

anc iens  hab i tans  of Michigan ,  and they regarded the Yankees as  inter

lope rs ,  much as  the Yorkers had looked upon the Yankees who had been 

pushing in upon them for over a century and more. The Yankees,  even 

when they were st i l l  freshly  arrived in Michigan,  regarded the  French 

as  " fo re igne rs ."  There had been ,  however,  comparatively l i t t le  socia l  

and re lig ious  tens ion  in M ich igan 's  Territorial d a y s ,  while the French 

s t i l l  cons t i tu ted  the majority of a rather i so la ted  frontier community.

29Advertiser,  Octo.oer 29 , 1851, p. 2.
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As Detroit and Michigan grew and as native Americans began to shape 

communities such as  Detroit to their  models of the good socie ty /  con

fl ic t  e n su ed .  The confl ic t  be tween Yankee and Frenchman was cultural  

and re l ig ious :  the French culture was t r a d i t io n a l , Catho l ic /  and strongly 

hedonis t ;  the Yankee Protestant culture was  puritanical  and ra t iona l i s t .

In 1856 Walter March published a romantic novel/  Shoepac Re

c o l l e c t i o n s / whose  set t ing was  early nineteenth  century Detroit .  "Wal

ter March" was  a pseudonym for Orlando B. WillcoX/ an otherwise  ob

scure  nat ive Detroiter and army officer.  The nove l 's  turgid p rose ,  ramb

ling cons t ruc t ion /  cardboard charac te rs /  and s ta le  melodrama have con

signed it to l i terary obliv ion,  but it is of in te res t  here because  the author 

tr ied to make Detro i t ' s  Yankee-French confl ic t  the backdrop of his story.  

The narra tor,  March, was not French but an Episcopal ian  of English 

d e scen t  whose  sympath ies  were with the French. Signi ficantly ,  the 

novel had strong s t reaks  of an t i -evange l ism  .

"S h o e p a cs " were "old fashioned Canadian s h o e s , "  and the word 

c learly symbolizes  the early French culture  of Detroit before the Yankees.  

March told in h is  preface of a contemporary Detroit  Frenchman laughing 

at  the outmoded "S h o e p ac s , "  but in ear l ier  days it was  not so .  March 

desc r ibed  the " sensa t ion"  c reated  by the first  Frenchman to wear s h o e s . 

On a Sunday morning he walked through a churchyard full of habitans  

wait ing for mass  to begin .  They spotted his  shoes  and
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pointed / to 7 th e m  . . . exclaiming/ au l a r g e ! au large ! room! 
room! and made way right and left /  with mock bows and pretended 
ceremony/ for the enviable  p o s se s so r  of such a t re a su re .

Ah/ 'room! room!'  is the word that  expresses  the history of the 
Northwest .  The moccasin  must make room for the ShoepaC/ and the 
ShoepaC/ in i ts  turn ,  for the iron heel of the Brit ish,  and all  together 
exc la im - -

3 0'Room ! Room ! for the  American ! 1

The opening chapter described Detroit "at the period when Indian, 

French,  Briton and American commingled harmoniously.  . . . and there 

w as  room enough for a ll  to s p a r e . "  M arch 's  early Detroit  was  no melt 

ing pot: al l  cu ltures  were harmonious but each  was d i s t in c t .  The e a s y 

going French set the  pace  and style of l i fe .  Immigrants had not begun to 

pour into the small town. The "spiri t of speculation"  was  confined to 

the  fu r - t r a d e r s ,  who were of many na t ions .  "There was  no touch iness  

about pos i t ion  in the socia l  sca le  and consequently  nei ther  s t i f fness  

nor a f f e c t a t io n . "

A typ ica l  scene  was  the "mercurial" Frenchman riding "in his 

tw o-w heeled  cart  to market with white f ish and onions ,  . . . screaming 

a r a s c a l ly  p a t o i s , " or driving his  bride "at full speed to church,  two 

and two,  in l i t t le  antique ca tech§s ;  the bride of cou rse ,  d ressed  in 

w h i t e ,  but wearing a veil  that  sweeps  the ground (s ic),  " or the correurs

30 —W alter  March /Or lando  Bolivia W i l l c o x / ,  Shoepac Recollec
t ions :  A W ay -s id e  Glimpse of American Life (New York: Bunce and 
Brother,  1856), pp.  v - v i .  Summary of History and Services  of Orlando 
B. 'Willcox, Colonel 12th U .S .  Infantry,  Brevet Major Genera l ,  U .S .A .  
(n .d .  , n . p . ) ,  BHC. For information on the re la tionship  of W il lcox’s 
family to Woodbridge and insight into W il lcox 1 s characte r see Orlando
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du bois coming down by pirogue from Mackinaw, pulling red oars and

31keeping "joyous quick t im e ."

The invasion of the busy and puritannical  Yankee,  however,  

d ispel led  the e a s e ,  in souc iance ,  and sociabi l i ty of th is  idyllic so c i 

ety „ Before the Yankees

Our community was not ye t  divided on the question of Bibles 
in the s choo ls ,  or wine on the s id e -b o a rd s .  Slavery was l i t t le 
ta lked of,  and as far as  d isun ion— the mere word was considered 
by the ve r ie s t  Kenuck as  a profanation of the human language.

But as  se t t le r s  from New England began to th icken among us 
— Bostonians they were indiscr iminately denom ina ted- - i t  gradu
ally came to l ight tha t  our l ively l i t t le community were scarce  a 
grain better than the w icked ,  nay than the very heathen; w i tness  
the fiddling and dancing on Sunday evenings ,  . . . There were 
the p re t t ie s t  and most m isch ievous -eyed  French girls dancing away 
for dear  l ife with  the good-looking, frank-mannered voyageurs . . . 
in their  red ,  ye l low ,  or green s a s h e s ,  long black ha i r ,  and blue 
ca l ico  sh i r t s .  Such abominations  a tt racted the 'growing a t ten t ion 1 

of the st r ic t  sober s ides  from the land of Jonathan Edwards,  as  he 
p a s se d  th e se  dens of Apollyon, on his way to the p lace  where 
prayer was  wont to be made.  Then was there not racing to church 
the year  round,  and racing home aga in?  And were there not regular 
trot t ing matches  on the. afternoons of the great  days of the church.
. . ? Espec ia l ly ,  was  there ever anything like it in the  winter 
s e a s o n ,  when the wicked river would even wink at th e se  a t rocit ie s  
by freezing over ,  so that  nothing was seen on Sunday afternoon but 
car io les  . . . flying (,) over the ice .  . . .

Then on Easter morning, was  not the church-yard of St. Ann's 
fairly riotous  with boys cracking painted eggs?  Nay . . . were 
not idola tr ies  frequently committed? Was not the Host brought in 
process ion  by chanting Jesuits  and nuns ,  to a high mound cal led

B. W il lcox ,  Detroit ,  December 24,  1841, to William W oodbridge , W ash
ington, and O . B . W . ,  West Point,  January 16, 1846, to W. W. , Wash ing
ton ,  Woodbridge MSS.

31 March, Shoepac,  pp. 11, 15.
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C a lv a ry , where there  was  a huge c r o s s .  . . ? Doubt not tha t  
th e se  abominations  smelt in the nos tr i l s  of the sons of the Puri
t a n s . 3 2

In the days  before re lig ious  strife Catholic and Protestant boys

went to school and played together .  The Catholic p r ie s t ,  "Father Robert,"

— a thinly d isgu ised  Father Gabriel R ichard--was  loved by many, even

the "unco good P r o te s ta n t s . "  The pries t  died before "evil t imes"  came

33and before "men came who would have known him n o t . "

There was  ye t  wanting in our cup another element of happy d i s 
cord considered now indispensable  in every well  organized c i ty — 
the foreigner ques t ion .  We scarcely  knew what foreigners w ere ,  
except  a s  brethern in pursuit  of fortune and h a p p in e s s .  The French
man . . . would have been a s ton ished  to have been branded as  a 
foreigner.  . . . English or Scotch.  . . . we all  dwelt  together har
moniously . . . and knew no more d is t inc t ion  of blood or na tionali ty

34than they are supposed to know in heaven .

The plot of Shoepac Recollec tions ,  unfor tunately,  sheds  no l ight 

on the p rocess  of socia l  change which the author so much laments .  The 

v i l la in  of the p iece  is Magroy, a Scotchman with Yankee ways and a 

Yankee w ife .  On the  death of March 's  fa the r ,  Magroy, his  former friend 

and b u s in e s s  a s s o c i a t e ,  pe rsecu te s  the March family.  He opposes  the 

marriage of h is  son (an un-Magroy like person) to the  March girl .  Mon

s ieur  La t robe , a noble Frenchman, comes to the aid of widow March,

32 M arch , p p . 17-19 .

33 March ,  p . 22 .

34 March , pp . 22-23 .
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her daughter and so n s ,  and is their  unsel f ish  protector.  In the novel 's

denouement,  Magroy is thwarted by the March boys and repents  as  he

d ie s . '  It is revealed  that  the source of his antagonism for the March

family was  his  frustrated love for Mrs.  March.  If Magroy was  meant

to rep resen t  the Yankee,  March 's  ending did not .serve his purpose .

Perhaps th is  made n e ce s sa ry  one of the l a s t  and awkwardly sp liced  on

la s t  chapters  in which March descr ibed  contemporary Frenchmen. They

had become old ,  s ad ,  and ludic rous .  March finished by musing over

the t imes "when the simple French people held undisputed and gentle

sway along th is  whole frontier.  Standing be tween the redman and whi te -

man, mingling with both ,  disturbing ne i ther ,  with l i t t le  to defend, and

„35no des i re  to aggrandize .

March touched upon some central  points of the Yankee-French 

conf l ic t .  F i rs t ly ,  Catholic ism was  anathema to Yankee Pro tes tan ts ,  

e sp e c ia l ly  to ev an g e l i c a l s .  When the evangel ica ls  were not denounc

ing Catho l ic i sm ,  they were l ikely to be trying to make conver ts .  By 

1850 the Bapt ists  had a French mission in Detroit with a small  member

sh ip ,  An ar t ic le  writ ten by "an inte ll igent French gentleman . . . once 

a C a t h o l i c , "  and designed to show the "absurd it ies  and dangers of 

Popery^," appeared in the Michigan Chris t ian  Herald in 1851; it bore 

the imprimatur of George Duff ie id , This effort probably offended more 

French Catho l ics  than it l ibera ted from Popery.  The anonymous author

^ M a r c h ,  p.  359. Pp. 302-315 summarize most of the plot .
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cal led  upon all Frenchmen to throw off their  "pious o p p r e s s o r s / 1 the

"observers  of your pover ty ,"  and declared that  "we seek to substi tu te

a man where they have placed an automaton ."

Under the golden croziers  of your mitred p a s to r s ,  you have lost  
l iberty and re a so n .  You have lost  your na t iona l i ty ,  you have b e 
come Parias in the midst  of a people free and i n d e p e n d e n t .  3 6

Catholic  the French mostly were;  "re lig ious"  and "pious" they

37mostly were no t,  contrary to the impression  given by some w ri te rs .  

Paradoxical  as  it may seem, the French were more hedonis t  than Catho

l i c ,  and th is  consti tu ted  as  much if not more of a source of irr itation to 

"the s tr ic t  s o b e r s id e s , "  a s  is evident from March’s account above .  All 

early desc r ip t ions  of the French emphasize  their  p leasure  loving w ay s .

It is  usually  added tha t  al though fond of merry-making, "yet" the French 

were  " p io u s . "  I think th is  a misuse  of the word " p io u s . "  French piety 

was  probably m o s t  in tense  a m o n g  women, and it cer ta inly  did not 

dominate the l ives  of the w e l l - to -d o .  Even religion for the pious was 

largely r i tual  and custom. Although it could be treated as a deadly 

ser ious  matter,  it did not promote an uncompartmentalized view of l i fe,  

a s  evange l ica l  or Quaker piety did .  The French, one observer s a id ,

Michigan Chris t ian  H era ld , October 3, 1851, p.  2. This 
s t a t e s ,  by implication,  the familiar evangel ica l  equation of Protes 
tant ism and Americanism.
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3 8were  "not b igoted.  Their re ligion was simple as  their  t a s t e s  . 11 No 

one ever a ccu sed  the French of having re ligious  z e a l ,  and their  h o s 

t i l i ty toward what they regarded as  zea lo t ry  is re flec ted  in their  lack 

of sympathy for a n t i - s lav e ry  and temperance .

Monsieur Latrobe of Shoepac w a s ,  signif icantly  neither Protes

tan t  nor Catho l ic .  At one point he decided to have his own daughter 

ra i sed  as  a Protestant tc prevent her becoming a Catholic  nun. March 

said  "I fear he was a poor sort of re l ig ionis t  . . .  to lose  sight thus

far of his daughter 's  e te rnal in te re s t s ,  but he had a strange opinion

39that there  w as  but one God and one Savior for both churches .  "

At any time of year  the Frenchman's g rea tes t  concern was en joy

ing l i fe ,  and he needed neighbors to do tha t .  Desire  for sociable  l iv 

ing as much as  for pro tect ion d ic ta ted  the arrangement of the  early French 

se t t lem ents  in long narrow ribbon farms with the farm houses  more or l e s s  

in a row at  one end,  usual ly  near the river b anks .  '"The socia l  v i r t u e s , "  

said  Bela Hubbard,  "never shone more brightly among any p e o p le . "  All 

na t iona l i t ie s  enjoyed their  hosp i ta l i ty .  They warmed the  cold winters 

with  continuous "p a r t i e s ,  b a l l s ,  and merry making ."  Around 1800 in 

Detroit ,  wrote a recen t  s tuden t ,  "there developed between the bet ter

3 8 Bela Hubbard,  Memorials of a Half -Century  (New York: G. P.
Putnam's Sons,  1887), p.  146. "I speak  in the past  tense  b ecause  within
the la s t  quarter of a century many changes  have taken p la ce ,  mainly
through the dis turbing e lements  tha t  have poured in around them ."

39 March ,  S h o e p a c , p. 65.
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families  a friendly soc ia l  life which was half  French, half  Engl ish—

picnics  up and down the river in canoes  and b a teaux ,  and gay part ies

40at  the  .Saint-Martin house  a ssem bled  by carrio les on s l e d g e s . "

As March made c l e a r , th e  French regarded Sundays as  holidays

and fes t ive  o c c a s io n s .  The puritan condemned even unnecessary

v i s i t s  and " soc ia l  intercourse"  on Sundays; for the Frenchman the day

meant t ime for in tens if ication  of fes t iv i ty .  Hubbard observed that

"noise  and hilar i ty  prevai led" among the French on Sundays.  The

Reverend Elijah Pilcher,  in his history of Methodism, described the

French as  having " li t t le  or no regard for the Sabbath ."  He told of an

incident in which an American Protestant ju s t ice  of the peace  fined

some French Cathol ics  for working on the Sabbath.  Pilcher pra ised

the jus t ice  and noted that  "He met with much opposit ion in t h i s ,  and

41threa ts  of v io lence  to his p ro p e r ty . "

Bishop Lefevere ,  Catholic  prela te  of Detroit from 1841 to 1860, 

seems to have promoted temperance among the French. In his f irst  

sermon to the  la rgely  French congregat ion of St. Anne's he s t re ssed  

the "great  n e c e s s i ty  of to ta l  a b s t i n e n c e . "  After one campaign for

40 Fuller ,  p. 103. Hubbard,  M em or ia l s , pp.  139-40. Richard 
Clyde Ford,  "The French Canadians  in M ich igan ,"  Michigan H is to ry , 
XXVII (Spring, 1943), 49-50 .

41 Hubbard,  p. 141. Pi lcher,  Protestantism in Michigan, p. 43.
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temperance in 1843-1844 the Bishop succeeded in gett ing some 3450

42persons to take  a temperance p ledge.  Yet the  French do not seem 

to have  otherwise favored the temperance c a u s e .  In the 1853 refe r

endum on a prohibit ion law,  no area where the French were concen

tra ted  gave strong support  to the law.  Ecorse voted 71 percent  (27 

vo tes)  aga in s t  i t ,  and Grosse  Pointe’s vote of 81 percent aga in s t  

(117 vo tes)  was  the la rges t  negat ive in the  county.  (In Grosse  Pointe 

in 1850, 35 percent of the  potentia l  voters  were of French d e sc e n t . )

French opposit ion  to temperance and evangelism emerged in

the ci ty e lec t ion  of 1839. The Democrats nominated Jonathan Kearsley

for mayor.  Kearsley w as  not only a rare ity  in being a Democrat and a

Presbyterian; he w as  a l so  prominent in benevo lence ,  and in the la s t

two years  had identified h im se lf ,  with q ua l i f ica t ions ,  as  an "uncom-

43
promising foe of in tem perance ."

Kearsley made one of the  poorest  showings ever made by a 

Democratic cand ida te  for mayor,  los ing to Whig DeGarmo Jones 885 to 

373. The previous fall  the Democrats had polled 744 vo tes  in Detroit 

and the  next spring the Democratic candida te  for mayor,  while  losing

47 Par§ , Catholic  Church in D e t ro i t , p.  440. Free P r e s s , 
February 17, 1844, p.  2.

^ F r e e  P res s ,  April 13, 1839, p. 2.
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by 10 v o te s ,  pol led- 644 v o te s .  A comparison of the returns for mayor 

and alderman in 1839 sugges t  tha t  Kears ley 's  loss  was  due to the 

French- and immigrant German voters  withholding votes  from him. 

Kearsley made his poorest  showing in the fourth ward,  which had 

the g rea tes t  proportion of French voters  and a growing number of 

German v o te r s .  The fourth gave 82 percent of its vote to the Whig 

mayoral  candida te ,  in 1839 , but simultaneously e lected  two Democratic 

c and ida te s  for aldermen by votes  of 104-83 and 94-80. Both of the 

Democratic aldermen were prominent French Democratic po l i t ic ians .

In every mayoral e lec tion  af ter 183 9 the fourth voted strongly Demo

c ra t ic .  It seems c lea r  tha t  the French, and probably the Germans,

44d ec is iv e ly  re jec ted  Kearsley in 1839.

The French were hedon is t ,  which grated on Yankee Protestant 

s e n s ib i l i t i e s .  Inevitab ly ,  American observors (usually Yankee) com

mented on French merry-making as an exotic phenomenon and in such 

a way as  to imply a moral judgment of i t .  The French way of life ran 

direc tly  counter to the va lues  of pious and secula r Yankees.  The De

troit French,  to put it mildly,  were not d i l igen t ,  thri f ty ,  hard-working, 

and productive .  In 1834 it was  observed that

Hunting,  f i sh ing ,  skat ing ,  feting each other are for them more 
p leasan t  occupat ions  than hard work. Their principal activ ity  is

44 Free P r e s s , April 14, 1839, p. 2, April 18, p. 2. Advertiser 
April 24,  1839', p. 2.
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the  ra i s ing  of small  Canadian ho rses .  The best  racers  . . . are 
used for s le ighing .  . .

The French offended doubly ,  in Yankee e y e s ,  by being non

productive and s infu l.  Will iam Woodbridge, not a pious man by 

evange l ica l  s tanda rds ,  sen t his wife these  first  impressions  of the 

French in 1815:

But of so c ie ty —what shal l  I te l l  you?  One would think the 
l ives  of th is  people co n s i s t  in one constan t success ion  of am use
m e n ts— d a n c e s ,  r i d e s ,  d inners ,  and p a r t i e s ,  and all  the et cetera 
of d i s s ip a t io n ,  follow in one long t ra in ,  treading each upon the 
hee l s  of the o t h e r . ^

The Yankees regarded the French as poor farmers,  and attr ibuted

th is  to French l a z i n e s s  and inepti tude: the French were ignorant of

47"modern1' farming methods and not in terested  in learning . The Yankees 

fa i led  to see  tha t  for the Frenchman to change his farming methods meant 

changing his  way of l i fe .  Yankees judged the French according to the 

va lues  of an ent ire ly different cu lture .  French farming w as  not organized

around a productive ethic;  the farm was part of his way of l i fe .  He t i l led

the land ,  u sua l ly ,  for sus tenance  and comfort,  but not as a b u s in e s s .

He left  most of his acreage  unimproved--scandalous ly  neglectfu l  in

45 Rev. W. Fitch ,  MPHC, V, 539. Hubbard contras ted  the "prac
t i c a l ,  hard-working , money-gett ing Yankee" with the " c a r e l e s s ,  laughter-  
loving Frenchman,"  Memoria ls ,  p.  154.

46 William Woodbridge,  Detroit ,  March 5, 1815, to Juliana Wood
br idge ,  quoted in Lanman, Life of William Woodbridge,  p. 15.

47Ful ler,  pp.  104-13. Hubbard, pp.  118-20.
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Yankee e y e s —becau se  he used the t imber 'of the unimproved land as 

a permanent source of wood for fuel and other domestic u s e s .  The 

Frenchman intended to s tay  where he w a s .  The Yankee,  on the other 

hand ,  v iewed the farm as  an investment.  All through the Midwest the 

Yankee saw the farm not as  a "folk heritage of land and lore . . . but 

a specu la t ive  commodity in the wagon of a roving en trepreneur- -a  

ra tiona l symbol to be manipula ted by other ra tiona l symbols like maps 

arid m o r tg ag e s .

These  differing a t t i tudes  led to some painful d isagreements  

be tween Yankee and Frenchman in Detroit .  One of the most notorious 

of th e se  w as  the re fusa l  of the French in the 1830's to allow the city 

to extend i ts  s t ree ts  a c ro ss  their  farms. In 1837 "After years  of pa laver

ing with the French h a b i ta n t s ,  consen t  w as  obtained to open /J e f fe rson  

Avenue/7. " Since the French did not work their  farms for profit ,  and did 

not improve them,  and were offered good prices for the ir  land, Yankees

interpre ted the French refusal  a s  being due to s tubbornness  and ignor- 

49a n c e .  The French for the ir  part appear to have been insul ted by

Yankee lack of t a c t ,  and d is t rus ted  Yankee barga ins .  Char les  M.Bull

said  in 1831 that  the French "are very ignorant and the Yankees take

„50them in very often.

^ F r a n k  N. Kramer, Voices in the Valley (Madison: University 
of W iscons in  P re s s ,  1964), pp. 63-64.

4 SRev. W. Fitch,  MPHC, V, 537.

5 0 Euller, pp.  131-32. John Bell Moran, The Moran Family (De- 
troitr Alved of Detroit ,  1949),., pp.  54-55.



www.manaraa.com

414

The s t ree ts  affair  was  charac te r is t ic  of another general  conflict

between Yankee and Frenchman. The Frenchmen generally opposed

public improvements becau se  he wanted no ta x e s .  Solomon Sibley,

an  early trader and pioneer ,  wrote in 1802:

Nothing frightens the Canadians  like t a x es .  They would prefer 
to be t rea ted  l ike dogs and kenneled under the whip of a tyrant than 
contribute to the support of a free government.

Given th is  a t t i tude among the French it is easy  to understand

why Democratic speakers  campaigning in Hamtramck s t re ssed  the Demo-

52cra tic  Party’s support of "simplic ity  and economy" in government.

The opposi t ion to a school- tax  movement in Detroit  in 1841-1842 

was  reported to have come from the "large landowners ."  Since many of 

the  large landowners were French, and s ince  the French were so notor

iously opposed to t a x e s ,  it seems reasonable  to infer tha t  some stood 

in the way of es tab l ishment  of an effective common school system.

French names were conspicuously  absent from the b ipar ti san  movement

53which supported the common school tax .

^ Q u o t e d  in Dorr, "Origins of the 183 5 Michigan Cons t i tu t ion ,"  
p .  125. In 1823 some French peti t ioned Congress  in opposi t ion to any 
t a x e s ,  i b i d . , p.  12 6 . "The tendency of French-Canadians  to regard all 
'Yankee innovations '  with suspic ion  stood not a l it t le in the way of De
t ro i t ' s  materia l  p ro g r e s s , "  Fu ller ,  p. 131.

52 E . g . ,  Free P r e s s , June 11, 1840, p.  2.

53Arthur B. Moehlinan, Public Education in Detroit (Bloomington, 
111.: Public School Publishing C o . ,  192 5), p. 77.
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Irish Catholics

Benson est imated that Irish Catholics  in New York voted about 

95 percent Democratic in 1844; the Catholic Irish tended to vote Demo

cra tic  "whether they were day laborers or freehold farmers — in sh o r t ,

the ir  voting pattern represented  an ethnocultural  or re lig ious  group,

54not a place  or c l a s s  phenomenon. " Irish Catholics  seem to have 

been the most overwhelmingly Democratic group in Wayne County and 

eas te rn  Michigan in the period 1837-1852. Whether farm or urban labor

e r s ,  poor or prosperous fa rmers ,  Ir ish Catholics  were the most loyal 

D em o cra t s .

1. Urban Ir ish.

Irish Cathol ics  f i rs t  arrived in Wayne County in large numbers

around 1833-1835. Many came to work on ra ilroads  and cana ls  during

the boom d a y s ,  l ived in camps out in the  country ,  and then returned

to Detroit and other towns to find work. One Whig reca l led  the efforts

of three Whig campaigners  in 1837 who spent hours haranguing laborers

55
at a camp in Wayne County ,  al l  to no ava i l .

54 Benson, C o n ce p t , p . 172, and see  pp.  171-73.

^ G e o r g e  C. Bates ,  "By Gones of Detroit ,  " MPHC, XXII, 349 — 
50. C a t l in ,  Michigan H is to ry , XXVI, 340. Adver t iser , August 22,
1837, p. 2; August 23, p.  2; September 15, p. 2; September 18, p. 2; 
November 20, p.  2.



www.manaraa.com

416

In Detroit  during the early 1840's the Irish were moving from 

the  waterfront to the weste rn  side of the c i ty .  In 1848 a new ward 

w as  created  whose  boundaries followed the boundaries of what b e 

came known as  "Corktown: " "the new and concentra ted Irish Catholic 

community . . .  on the western  edge of Detro i t ."  There the Irish 

buil t  Holy Trinity Church. "This church became their  c en te r ,  their 

source of spiri tual  comfort; the ir  place for daily and Sunday devotions;  

the scene  of the ir  weddings and chris tenings;  the staging for the la s t

solemn partings with the dead ,  and with it a l l ,  the headquarters  of

5 6Irishmen in D e t ro i t . "  According to Johnston 's  1853 c e n s u s ,  44 per

cent  of the population of the new 8 th ward was Irish Catholic . This 

was  probably too low a figure and there must have been a greater pro

portion of Irish Catholic  voters  among the e lec tora te .  In 1849 the 8 th 

ward ,  in its maiden v o te ,  c a s t  a 74 percent majority for the Democracy, 

and from 1849 to 1852 w as  Detro i t ' s  banner ward with an average 

Democratic strength of 73 percent .

2.  Rural Ir ish.

The only Irish Catholic  church in Wayne County outs ide of 

Detroit w as  in Dearborn.  In 18 50 Dearborn's  Catholic preference was 

31 percent and about 17 percent of its potent ia l  voters  had been born

John A. Russe l l ,  The Early Irish of Detroit (1930), pp. 1-5.
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in I reland. Contemporary w i tn e sse s  remembered that  the Dearborn

Irish voted Democrat ic .  One of Dearborn's  prominent men was

Democrat William Daly,  a leading Catholic layman, who had been

born in I reland . Daly,  a prosperous farmer,  frequently served as 

57town supervisor .

A "New Ireland" had been planted in Washtenaw County' s

Northfield township  as  early as  1831 and a church had been built

soon af te r .  In 184 0 there  were about 90 Catholic families  in St.

58Patr ick 's  par ish .  In 1850 Northfield 's  Catholic preference was 

67 percent  and 3 5 percent of i ts  potentia l  vo ters  were born in Ire

land .  In the la te  1830's the Northfield Irish were voting strongly 

Democratic .  In 1840 Franklin Sawyer,  then Whig editor in Ann Arbor, 

told Will iam Woodbridge that  "Most of the Catholics  in th is  place

and v ic in i ty ,  part icularly in Northfield,  have hitherto been  our

59warmest  o p p o n en ts . "  Although Sawyer had hopes of changing the 

Northfield I r i sh ' s  h a b i t s ,  he had no las t ing  s u c c e s s ,  if any. North

field e lec t ion  returns  for 184 0 are not ava i lab le ,  but in 1844 the town

57 Col.  Joshua Howard Chapter ,  Daughters of the American 
Revolution (e d . ) ,  "History of the Churches in W est  Dearborn,  Michi
gan" (bound typewrit ten MS, BHC; Dearborn,  193 8 ), p.  20. F. A. 
Gulley,  "Old Dearborn Families;  His torical  and Genealogical  Sketches"  
(MS, BHC). Farmer,  History of D e t ro i t , II , Township Edition, 1828, 
on D a ly .

58 Chapman,  History of W ashtenaw County,  II, 63 6 , 37.

59 Franklin Sawyer,  Ann Arbor, September 19, 1840, to William 
Woodbridge,  Detroi t ,  Woodbridge MSS.
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c a s t  69 percent of i ts  vote  for Polk and D a l la s .  Its Democratic average 

from 1848 to 1852 was  67 percent.

3. Ir ish Cathol ics  and Evangelicals .

The Irish Catholics  were t h e b d t e  noire of na t iv is t s  and evan

g e l i c a l s .  The Irish embodied,  in evangel ica l  e y e s ,  al l the evi ls  of 

Popery. Probably no other two groups in American socie ty  regarded one 

another with  more ha t red .  The evange l ica l s  regarded the Irish as ob

structive  to temperance ,  Sabbath-keep ing ,  a n t i - s l a v e ry ,  and moral 

and poli t ica l  reform genera l ly .  They linked Irish intemperance with 

pover ty ,  and both of those  socia l  ills with crime. The Irish came to 

rep resen t  socia l  and poli t ica l  impurity.  On election d a y s ,  by drink

ing ,  f ight ing,  and rowdyism, they dis rupted the e lec tora l  process  and 

intimidated nat ive c i t i z e n s .  By voting en m asse  for the Democrats ,  

the Irish gave m ass ive  support to the evange l ica l s '  enemies and made 

a mockery of the c l a s s i c a l  l ibera l  model of the independent,  r e a so n 

ing voter .  The Irish seemed to obey party dogma as blindly as they

60obeyed Papal dogma.

The Ir ish brought from Ireland a "hatred for all th ings  English" 

and e spec ia l ly  for P ro tes tan ts .  In the evangel ica ls  they recognized 

the ir  na tura l  enemies :  P ro tes tan ts ,  generally  of English d e sc e n t ,  who

c n
These genera l iza t ions  are based  on evidence in sources  already 

m ent ioned ,  notably the C our ie r , Adve r t i s er,  Herald,  and Vineyard.
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vil l if ied their  re lig ion and insulted their  manhood. From their exper i

ence a s  an oppressed  people they brought c l an n i sh n e s s ,  an abil ity

for sub - rosa  po li t ica l  organization,  and a tradit ion of personal  loyalty

61to l e a d e r s ,  a l l  of which stood them wel l  in American party po l i t ic s .

Irish d is l ike  for things Protestant included the Protes tant

Scots Irish of Uls ter .  The few Orangemen in Detro it’s Corktown, or

on i ts  borders ,  were "looked upon with a bad eye" by the Ir ish ,  who

6 2gave "bad scran to th e m . "

When an Irish Catholic newspaper came into being in 1853 , it

was  able  to return the knocks Catholics  and espec ia l ly  Irish Catholics

had taken  from evange l ica l ,  temperance ,  and Whig journals for y e a r s .

S ignificantly ,  the Protes tants  to whom the paper gave the most "bad

63scran"  were the Presbyterians  and "Doct.  Duff ield ."

Germans

In New York, according to Benson, immigrants of German birth 

voted about 80 percent  Democratic in the 1840‘s .  Benson identified

61 Robert Ernst ,  Immigrant Life in New York City ,  1825-1863 
(New York: King's Crown P ress ,  Columbia,  1949), p.  105, 106 , 165.

r r\
R usse l l ,  Early Detroit  I r i s h , p. 4. For the hos t i l i ty  of an 

Irish Cathol ic  Democratic leader to "brutal Orangemen,"  British,  and 
Negroes ,  see  Edward A. Theller,  Canada in 1837-38 , I (Philadelphia,  
Henry F. Anners , 1841), 105-06 , and passim .

^ S e e  e . g . ,  Detroit Catholic Vindica t o r , June 4,  1853, p. 4; 
August 13, p.  4; August 20, p. 4. On microfilm, University of Detroit 
Library .
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three different German groups ,  al l of which tended to favor the Demo-'

c ra ts :  C a th o l i c s ,  free thinkers or " ra t io n a l i s t s , "  and Pro tes tan ts .

64The la tter  were the l e a s t  strongly committed to the Democrats,

That appears  to have been the pattern in Wayne County and eas te rn  

Michigan: an ove r -a l l  Democratic tendency among Germans,  with 

the German Protes tants  l e s s  Democrat than Catholics  and r a t io n a l i s t s .

As early as 1835 Whigs complained that  "British and German 

su b jec t s "  were deciding e lec t ions  by voting Dem ocra t ic . In Wayne 

County the Germans very early formed an attachment for the Democ

racy .  . John Reno, a Catholic  German, was  a Democratic ac t iv is t  

through the 1830‘s and 1840 's ,  and meet ings of German Democrats

and others  were held frequently at his tavern .  In the 1840's a German

65language  newspaper published in Detroit supported the Democrats .

1. Urban Germans.

In the 1840's the 4th ward ,  originally a French cen te r ,  f i l led 

rapidly  with  Germans.  In 1847 a new w a r d , the 7th, was  created  out 

of the  eas te rn  half  of the 4th.  Both wards  were strongly Democratic 

from 1848 to 1852. In 1847 the 4th cas t  72 percent of i ts  vote  for the

6 4Benson, Concept of Jacksonian Democracy ,  pp.  173-74.

65Detroit Journal and Courier,  April 15, 183 5, p.  2; Adver t iser ,  
September 10, 1836 , p. 2, September 15, p. 2; Free Press ,  October 21, 
183 7 , p. 2, October 25, p. 2, November 2 , p. 2; Advertiser,  Novem
ber 2,  184 6 , p. 2.
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f
Democratic candidate  for governor. The Free Press congratulated the

4th as  the Democratic "banner ward" for that  year  and said  "most nobly

did the Germans discharge  their  duty.  " It ci ted the work of John A.

Damm and others  for furnishing teams to bring out voters ;  the paper

pra ised the  playing of the German band, "nearly a l l ,  if not all)'  of

6 6whose members were Democrats.

A compar ison of the charac te r i s t ic s  and voting pat terns  of the 

4th and 7th wards  yie lds  some in terest ing r e s u l t s .  Both wards  prob

ably had roughly the same socio-economic  composition; ne ither  con

ta ined  commercial  or manufacturing es tab l ishments  to any great  ex ten t ,  

both bordered the Detroit r iver and there seems to have been no striking 

phys ica l  or economic dif ferences  between the two. They had roughly 

the same number of foreigners and Germans in their population in 1853 , 

the 7th having sl ightly  more in both c a s e s :

Wards Foreign German

4th 55% 49%
7th 57% 52%

Yet the ove r -a l l  Democratic average of the 7th ward in e lec t ions

from 1848 to 1852 was  7 percentage points below that  of the 4 th - -58

percent compared to 65 percen t .  The two wards  had about the same

number of French C a th o l ic s ,  13 and 12 percen t ,  and in both the British

C r
Free P res s ,  November 4,  1847 , p.  2.
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Protes tants  amounted to about 7 percent.  The difference in the voting 

pattern of the  two wards could very wel l  be attr ibuted to the 4 th 1 s Ger

mans be ing mostly Catho l ic ,  and the 7th ' s  being evenly divided b e 

tween  Catho l ics  and Protes tants :

German German Total
Wards  Cathol ics  Protes tants  Germans

4th 31 18 49

7th 26 27 53

The 4th a lso  had twice as  many Irish Catholics  (12%) as  the

7th (5%). This d a ta ,  as  well  as much impress ionis tic  ev idence ,  points

to the Irish and German Catholics  as the st rongest  Democratic groups

in Detroit .

2 . Rural Germans .

In Wayne County,  towns with the largest  proportion of German- 

born among their  potentia l  voters  were ,  with one excep t ion ,  strong 

Democratic towns: Hamtramck, 2 7 percent;  Grosse Pointe ,  2 6 percent; 

Spr ingwell s,  19 percent;  and Greenfield,  11 percent.  This does not 

show that rural Germans voted Democrat ic ,  but it c rea tes  a presump

tion in favor of thay hypothesis  . Dearborn had even fewer Germans;

an old pioneer remembered that  the German Catholics  and Protes tants

6  7
of Dearborn had voted Democratic in the 1840's.

^ G u l l e y ,  "Old Dearborn Famil ies .  "
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In 1839 the Ann Arbor State Journal (Whig) claimed that the

Germans of W ashtenaw County had ra ll ied  to ' 'Woodbridge and Reform."

The Journal said that  the Germans were no longer deceived by the

" je su i t i ca l  scoundrelism of the Detroit jun to ."  Detroit W higs ,  in

their  1839 victory ce lebra t ion ,  included to a s t s  to the Washtenaw 

68G erm ans .

If the  Whigs did make gains among the Washtenaw Germans 

in 1839 , -they  could not have been very large or very la s t ing .  The 

German Protes tant  farmers of Washtenaw in the late 1840's and early 

1850's were strongly Democratic .  Most of W ash tenaw 's  Germans 

were  concentra ted  in prosperous Freedom township ,  which they had 

se t t led  in the  1830's.  In 1850, 64 percent (174) of Freedom's poten

t ia l  vo ters  had been born in Germany; i ts  Lutheran preference was  

73 percen t .  It a l so  had a Catholic  preference of 27 percent  (the 

Catho l ics  were probably Irish as  6 % or 16 of the town's  potential  

vo te rs  in 1850 had been born in Ire land.)  Freedom's Democratic 

average  for 1848, 1849 , 1851, and 1852 was  67 percent,  and it t ied 

Northfield as  W ash tenaw 's  banner Democratic unit in those  y e a r s .  

Some of the  Germans probably voted Whig; most ,  it s eem s ,  were 

D e m o cra t s . ^

rj O
Ann Arbor State Journal,  November 6 , 1839, p.  2. Adver

t i s e r  , November 27,  1839, p. 2.

fi C)
Chapman, Flistory of Washtenaw C ounty , II, 1291-9 5.
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German Lutherans in we stern Michigan a lso  tended to vote

Democratic .  In 1848 and 1849 the Democratic state  legis la tu re  and

Democratic Governor Epaphroditas Ransom officially promoted the

immigration of German Lutherans to Michigan. In an 1848 message

Governor Ransom pra ised  the characte r and industry of the German

immigrants who were sett l ing the Saginaw valley and applauded their

coming to America in search of "liberty of consc ience"  as  had "the

pilgrims of 162 0 .

The population of Saginaw County,  as  a resu lt  of the German

Lutheran influx,  increased  rapidly between 1844 and 1852 , as did the

number of persons voting.  Simultaneously,  the Democratic percentage

of Saginaw 's  vote  inc reased .  In 1844 , 213 men had voted for President,

49 percent for Polk.  In 1848, 348 voted 53 percent for C a s s .  In 18 52 ,

the effec ts  of the German Lutheran migration became fully apparent  as

711134 voted and 61 percent voted for the Democrat  Pierce .  Although

the Democratic loyalty  of the Saginaw sett lements  was  not unshakeable ,

they voted more or l e s s  "solidly  Democratic" from the 1850's to World 

72War I.

70William L. Jenks, "Michigan Immigration," Michigan H is to ry , 
XXVIII, 1 (January-March , 1944), 73-74.

71 Jenks,  i b id . The Free P ress ,  August 20,  184 7, p.  2,  reported 
that  some 500 Germans had se t t led  during that  year  in Saginaw and 900 
more were soon expec ted .  The 18 50 Const i tu tional Convention was well  
aware of the Saginaw se t t lem en ts ,  Report , p. 2 79.

^ H i s t o r y  of Saginaw County,  Michigan (Chicago: Charles C. 
Chaoman and C c 6 , 1881), p. 226. Robert Artnur D eng le r , "Tne German
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3. Rat iona l i s t s .

Impress ionis t ic  evidence sugges ts  that free thinking Germans 

in Detroit tended to be Democrats . In 1851 the "German Workingman’s 

Associa tion"  came under a ttack  by a formidable array: Pastor Haslinger 

of St.  M ary 's  German Catholic  Church and a group of St. Mary 's  Lay

men; the  Advertiser ; and , la te r ,  the Michigan Chris t ian Herald.  Pastor 

H as l inge r ' s  laymen in a public let ter  in the Advertiser denounced the 

Assoc ia t ion  for having violent revolutionary goa ls .  Its b i b l e , they s a id ,  

was  the New York Workingmen's Republ ic , a fomentor of c l a s s  warfare 

and god less  red terror.  The Advertiser limited i t se lf  to an endorsement

of the  "characte r"  of Pastor H asl inger ' s  men and said it did not find

73proofs of "correc tness  and patriotism" in the Associa tion.

A/ 'Committee  of German M echanics"  replied to Hasl inger ' s  group 

- - h i s  "faithful Laecedaem onians ,"  according to the M ec h a n ic s - -a n d  

charged tha t  Hasl inger h imself  had writ ten their  le t te r .  They claimed 

that  they had never a t tacked  the Catholic re ligion as  Hasl inger had 

charged ,  al though they obviously had no reverence for i t ,  and par ticu

larly not for Hasl inger and his Jesuit order.  They d ism issed  the charges 

regarding the Wrorkingman's  Republic by saying that  they found some of

Sett lement a t  Frankenmuth,  Michigan,  In Its First C en tury ,"  (Unpub
l ished  M . A. t h e s i s ,  Michigan State C ol lege ,  1953), p .  26.

^ A d v e r t i s e r , February 14, 18 51, p. 2.
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the  New York ed i to r ' s  sugges tions  prac t ica l ,  and some n onsense .  "Mr. 

H a s l in g e r , "  they sa id ,  prevented his congregation from reading every

thing "not quite in accordance  with the ru les  of the church; but we pre

tend to be free c i t izens  in th is  free Republic,  who can and will  read all 

they may f in d ."  Rationalism joined ethnocultural  pride in their  f inal 

b la s t  ag a in s t  Hasl inger:

The t ime is over when you once said (sic) . . . ' the Germans 
must be led by the nose like a b e a s t ,  e l se  there is nothing to do 
with t h e m . 1 But the time is arriving when the sole word of a Jesuit 
Is no more an order for a hundred; people emancipate  themselves  
from your re ign .  ^

The M echanics  did not overlook the Advert iser . They made the 

revealing comment tha t  they were unacquainted with the ed i tor ' s  ab i l i 

t ie s  becau se  "we do not read it o f ten ,"  and sugges ted  tha t  the editor

had been  duped by Jesu i t s .  At l eas t  one of the officers of the Detroit

75A ssoc ia t ion ,  Caspar Butz, was  an active  Democratic leader .

Later on in 1851 the Michigan Chris t ian Herald printed a r t ic les  

deal ing  with the "infideli ty and blasphemy" of German newspapers  in 

America.  A leading example was  the Workingman's Republ ic . It was 

observed tha t  such papers appeared usually  on Sundays in delibera te  

def iance  of Sabba th-keep ing ,  and that  they helped preserve  German

74Advertiser ,  February 19, 1851, p. 2.

75Ibid.  Butz 's  poli t ics :  Free P r e s s , March 1, 1852. Names of 
other M echan ics :  Hohl,  D. Huth,  John Bloynk, B. W aldeck ,  R. Keiler- 
mann, W. Boenninghausem.
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identi ty and worked aga ins t  ass im i la t ion .  Nothing was  said about the

Detroit  Workingmen, but it was  c lear that  the  Herald must not have

7 6sympathized with them.  And if the Workingmen did not "often" read 

the Adver t i se r , how much l e s s ,  if ever ,  did they read the H era ld?

4 . German Lutherans .

The bulk of the  churched German population in eas te rn  Michigan 

w as  Lutheran,  and Michigan Lutheranism was  non-evangel ica l  and gener

a lly  conserva t ive  in its a t t i tude  to rev iva l i s t  t e n d en c ie s .  Smith has 

pointed out that  re lig ious  conservati sm among Lutherans went along with 

r e s i s t a n c e  to Americanizat ion.  "After 1840 the new immigration combined

with a dawning des i re  for symbols of German theology to support a re sur-

77gence of conserva t ive  s t reng th ."

Ethnocultural  feelings  seem to have been most important in shap

ing German pol i t ica l  behavior in the period 1837-1852 . German Protes tants  

and Catho l ics  seem to have felt  tha t  they had more in common than they 

had separa ting  them. Their " sense  of peoplehood" should not be exagger

a ted :  th e se  "Germans" came from a "Germany" that  w a s ,  as  Metternich

7 RMichigan Chris t ian  Herald, October 16 , 1851, p . 1; November 27, p . 2 .

77 Smith,  Revivalism and Social  Reform, p. 57.  Eugene Poppen, A 
Century of Lutheranism in Michigan (Toledo: Toledo Lutheran C o . ,  1934), 
pp . 5 -28 ,  and Robert E . Erickson, His tory of the Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church of Wayne, Plymouth, Livonia,  Pont iac,  Farmington, Northvi l le , 
Roches te r ,  an d Redford (Detroit ,  1922), pa s sim.. , and Erickson,  A Snort
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said of I ta ly ,  a "geographic ex p re ss io n ."  They came from many l it t le 

s ta t e s  and sub-cu l tu res  in central  Europe and brought many parochia l 

isms with them.  But the kind of antagonism that e x i s t ed ,  say ,  between 

Irish Catho l ics  and Irish Protestants  (who were a lso  e thnical ly  different) 

does  not seem to have been a part of their  cultural  baggage . In the 

183 0's  an early Cathol ic  missionary descr ibed  the two German congrega

t ions  then in Detroit ,  "the stronger being C a th o l ic . "

The members of the two congregat ions live in harmony with one 
another ,  and never allow their  re lig ious  dif ferences  to interfere with 
their  soc ia l  in te rcourse .  At marriages and baptisms they are never 
concerned about which preacher they should c h o o se ,  but that  they 
should have a good time in German fashion.^®

My impression is that  in the 1840'3 in Detroit ,  as the number and varie ty

of Germans grew, their  re la t ions  were l e s s  harmonious.  But it seems

clea r  tha t  the ir  s ense  of ethnocultural  sol idarity was st rong, as  was

their  d es i re  tha t  GemTitlichite should prevail .

5. Lebensgemuss and Po l i t ics .

The German word Lebensgemuss means the p leasu res  of l if e .  Ger

man des i re  to enjoy them had much to do with their  heavy Democratic

His to r ica l  Sketch of the  Activity of the Evangelical  Lutheran Church of 
Michigan from 1833 to 1863 (Detro it , n . d . ) ,  p a s s i m . , contain no ev i 
dence  of evangel ica l ism as  I have defined it.

78 Quoted in John A. Russell ,  The Germanic Influence in the Mak- 
ing of Michigan (Detroit: University of Detroit ,  192 7), p . 54 .
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preference .  The German Catholic and Lutheran churches  tended to 

to le ra te  p leasures  such as  drinking intoxicating beverages  and merry

making on the Sabbath.  The native evangel ica l  churches  tended to 

condemn prac t ices  which Germans did not regard as immoral but rather 

as  "normal."  It was  on moral i s sues  tha t  nativism often focused and 

thus  blended subtly with evange l ica l ism.  Whig nativism and evange l i 

cali sm determined German po li t ica l  preferences  to a significant  degree,

a s  did Democracy 's  l a i s s e z - f a i r e  e thics  and wi l l ingness  to to le ra te ,

79indeed enjoy ,  "the p leasures  of l i f e . "

New British

In New York s ta te  the New British w ere ,  with the exception of

8 0N egroes ,  "by far the  st rongest  Whigs of any group in New York. " 

Although it is a reasonab le  hypothesis  that the New Biritish in eas te rn  

Michigan were strong Wfiiigs, evidence  to support it is far from being 

as  su bs tan t ia l  a s  tha t  for the New non-Bri t ish.  It has  not been possib le  

to identify group voting patterns  on the b a s i s  of township data because  

nowhere in the  counties  studied here did the New British c lus ter  in 

towns in subs tan t ia l  numbers .  Rather, they sca ttered themselves

7 9 Thomas, Nativ ism, pp.  211-12. Mark O. Kistler ,  "The German 
Language Press in Michigan; A Survey and Bibl iography," Michigan H is 
tory , XLIV (September,  19 60), 3 04.

8 0 Benson, Concept ,  p. 16 6.
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throughout the  a rea .  English,  W elsh ,  Irish Pro tes tan ts ,  and Scots ,  

as  well  a s  persons born in Canada of British d e sc e n t ,  al l  l ived in 

Wayne C oun ty , but not in such a way that  group voting patterns could 

be determined.

The Whig-Free  Soil towns of Wayne County had one sugges tive 

cha rac te r i s t i c  involving the New British.  All of them had re la tive ly

few foreign born among their  potential  vote rs  in 1850, but in every

c a s e  the  great  majority of their foreign born were New Biritish (includ

ing Canadian  born with British names).

% Foreign % New
born British

Taylor 17 13
Plymouth 7 5
Livonia 8 5
Brownstown 32 21
Sumpter 13 11

This is not to sugges t  that  the New Biritish were to be found 

only in Whig-Free  Soil to w ns ,  but it does  sugges t  th a t ,  in Wayne 

County at l e a s t ,  t h e se  were the kinds  of immigrants most welcome 

(or l e a s t  unwelcome) in Whig-Free  Soil towns .  In Wayne County,  as 

in New York, the friendlier d isposi t ion  of Whig-tending na t ives  to New 

British may have  influenced the voting of the la t te r .

Im press ion is t ic  evidence  regarding the voting behavior of the 

New British is th in .  There was a small. "Scotch Settlement" in Dear

born,  and F. A. Gulley remembered that  the Scots had voted anti -Demo-
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c r a t i c . The Scots of Bruce township in Macomb County were alleged

81to have  voted mostly Whig and Free Soil.

British immigrants were the la rgest  foreign born group among 

M cCoy 's  economic e li te  in Wayne County in 1844, and they had a d e 

c id ed ,  al though not an overwhelming, anti -Democratic  percent of 64. 

McCoy noted that  the  group was too few to be of s ign if icance ,  but

her da ta  a l so  inc reases  the presumption in favor of the claim that  the

82New British were strong Whigs .

Except for the Sco ts ,  who apparently did group together ,  the 

New British were highly d ispersed  throughout the population.  This 

d ispers ion  is a measure  of their  quicker accep tance  by the native pop

ula tion and their  tendency to ass im i la te  much fas te r  than the New non- 

Brit ish.  The remark of an English immigrant in 1832 , that  he was "proud

to be rece ived  as  a c i t icen  (s ic ) , "  was much l e s s  l ikely to be made by

83a New non-Brit ish  immigrant.

O]
Gulley,  "Old Dearborn F am i l ie s . " S tree ter,  Poli t ical  Par t ies ,

p.  174.

82McCoy,  p.  171. McCoy observed tha t  the  New British eli te 
"did not show the overwhelming Whig preponderance Benson found for 
the  group in the general  population in New York."

^2Tucker ( ed . ) ,  "Correspondence of John F ish e r , "  Michigan 
H is to ry , XLV, 224-25 .
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CHAPTER X 

CULTURAL POLITICS

Richard Hofstadter has  defined "cultural  poli t ics  " as  embracing 

"cer ta in  types  of cultural  i s s u e s ,  questions  of faith and mora ls ,  tone 

and s ty le ,  freedom and coerc ion ,  which become fighting i s s u e s . "  ^

Earlier chapters  showed how such cultural i s su es  as temperance and 

Sabbath-keeping  helped cause  social  c leavage  and party div is ion in 

Michigan in the 1830 's.  "Cultural  po l i t ics"  is a concept covering a 

broad range of group re la t ionsh ips  and their  poli t ica l  consequences  in 

a he terogeneous  soc ie ty .  Two kinds of cultura l  poli t ics  that  were par

t icularly  important in Michigan in the period 1837-1852 were "ethnic 

2
po l i t ic s"  and "denominational poli t ics  ."

1. Ethnic Pol i t ics  .

Local Whig and Democratic leaders  played ethnic  poli t ics  much 

as  poli t ica l  leaders  do today .  They cate red to the pride and s e l f -e s teem  

of e thnocul tu ra l  and re lig ious  groups by at tending St. Patr ick 's  Day

^Richard Hofs tad ter ,  "Pseudo-Conserva ti sm Revisited: A Post
scr ip t  (1962)," ed .  Daniel  Bell,  The Radical Right (Garden City ,  New York 
Anchor Books,  Doubleday and C o . ,  Inc .  , 1964), p.  99.

o
The term ethnic poli t ics  will be used as a more convenient phrase  

for what should, more properly be ca l led  ethnocul tural  po li t ics  or subcul
tural  po l i t ics  .

A  °  'i.
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celebra t ions  or meet ings of the New England Society and delivered 

unctuous speeches  about the  contr ibutions to America of the I r i s h , 

Yankees ,  Germans ,  Sco ts ,  e tc .

The "balanced t icke t"  was  jus t  as  important then as  today: 

poli t ica l  leaders  recognized that  a s la te  of nominations for,  a y ,  

county and ci ty o f f ice s ,  stood a better chance of s u cc e ss  if the 

major "minority" groups we re rep resen ted .  In Wayne County,  for 

example,  most of the cand ida tes  for office offered by both parties  

were  native  born,  but both parties  tried to appeal to ethnic groups 

by having at  l e a s t  one or more names on their  t icke ts  that  were con

sp icuous ly  French,  German, or Ir ish.

The Democrats played ethnic poli t ics  better than the Whigs,  

Given the  a t t i tudes  most prevalent  in the parties  th is  was  hardly 

surpr is ing .  Perhaps the ult imate in Whig nativism was expressed  

in 1837 by a Whig of Monguagon, Wayne County.  Henry P. Powers 

condemned the new s ta te  consti tu tion for opening "the doors of the 

Sanctum Sanctorum to the a l i en s"  and asked

Am I so much mis taken  to have groundless ly  believed all  my 
life long ,  tha t  our grand source of danger was from the sea  of 
a l i ens  cons tan t ly  flooding upon u s ?  Mistaken  have I indeed been ,  
if the prof ligate I r i sh ,  the mercenary border Dutch and German, 
the  mindless  C an ad ian s ,  the hired Britains, and /? 7  foreigners ,  
may a ll  be put in the hands of ha r t le ss  (sic) poli t ic ians  . . .  to 
be used  at  w i l l ,  and yet without danger to the property of the in-o
div idual or the quietude of tne s t a t e . '

'".Henry P. Powers ,  Monguagon,  October 5, 183 5,  to William 
Woodbridge ,  Spr ingwell s,  Woodbridge MSS.
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Powers could not imagine any magic in the atmosphere which 

would heal  "the moral turpitude of the re fuse  foreigners the moment 

they inhaled i t . "

Almost by way of answering Powers,  a meeting of Democrats

in Detro i t ' s  Third Ward in 1840 resolved that  "the moment a foreigner

p re s se s  the  soil of freedom and inhales the first  breath of l iberty" he

w as  as  wel l  qualif ied as any to discharge the duties of a c i t izen  (i_.e_. ,

to vote) a s  after five y e a r s .  Therefore,  Congress should "ameliorate"

the natura l iza t ion  la w s ,  presumably by abolishing the five year  w a i t -

4ing period for c i t izensh ip  and voting.

Powers '  xenophobia and the Third Ward 's  metaphysics  rep re 

sented extremes of nativism and hosp i ta l i ty .  They did not represent the 

a t t i tudes  of all  Democrats or a l l  W higs .  The W higs ,  par t icu la r ly ,  after 

183 5, tr ied hard to e ra se  the ta in t  of nat ivism and an t i -Ca tho l ic i sm  from 

their  public image. Yet overt Whig efforts to court foreigners and Catho

lics  r i sked  a l ienat ing  the par ty 's  na t iv is t s  and evan g e l ica l s .  In 1838 

Detroit  W higs ,  on the eve of the ci ty e lec t io n ,  dis tr ibuted bread and 

pork to the ci ty poor.  A v is i to r  descr ibed  the affair as

a farce  . . . evidently  for poli t ical  effect  and e lec tioneering pur
p o s e s .  . . . F ish ,  pork,  and bread were the only a r t ic les  handed 
out by the committee to the  'hungry'  appl icants  as they presen ted 
th e m s e lv e s .  . . . Many of them were Canadian women and c h i l 
dren . . . and some were well  fed farmers who l ived out of the

""Free P re s s ,  October 17 , 1840, p. 2.
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city; but they were chiefly French and Irish who would crowd up 
again  and aga in /  get their  baske ts  f i l led ,  go and empty them and 
hurry back for more. Most of the Whigs were sufficiently d isgusted  
before the farce was  ended . 5

While Whig playing at ethnic pol i t ics  r isked a react ion  within 

the party it w as  safer for Whig newspapers  to charge the Democrats 

with hypocrisy in their  deal ings  with the foreign-born and to play upon 

potent ia l  sources  of discord  in the he terogeneous  Democratic coali t ion .  

In 1838 , for example,  the Advertiser charged that  Democratic railroad 

contractors  had paid the "working Irish" in deprec ia ted  currency,  tha t  

Democratic off ic ia ls  had insul ted Irishmen, and that  al though French

men had rece ived  prominent p laces  on the Democratic s ta te  and county
g

t i c k e t ,  no Irishmen had an important p lace .

Whenever an Irishman on the Democratic t icket ran behind the

re s t  of the  t icke t  the Advertiser was quick to attr ibute  it to an t i - I r ish

7sentiment in the Democracy.  On one occas ion  a Democratic n ew s

paper replied  candidly  to charges  that  foreign-born Democratic nomi

n ees  were not fully supported by all  the party by saying that  the Whigs

^Quoted in Hemans,  Life of Stevens Thomson M ason ,  pp.  446- 
47.  For the  Advert iser 's  appea ls  to foreigners in the spring see the i s 
sues  of March 17, 19, 23,  and 31, 1838 . Later in the year  a meeting of 
Irish Democrats said they were not about to give up their  Democratic 
loyal ty  by being bought with foetid fish and tainted, pork.  Free P r e s s , 
October 25,  1838 , p.  2.

^Advertiser,  October 12 , 22 , 23 , 25,  26,  November 2 , 3 .
7
'Adver t ise r ,  November 11, 1842.
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had no such "problem" (thus implying the Democrats had such a

problem) b ecau se  they never placed such persons on their  t i c k e t s ,

8but tr ied to get  foreign votes  through bribery.

Both the number and kind of nominations that went to various 

groups in the Democratic Party (and the Whig) must have been a con

tinual source of r ivalry and a frequent source of resentment and fa c 

t ional f ighting.  In the early fort ies a fac tional fight developed in the 

Democracy between old l e a d e r s , notably John Norvell and Isaac  Crary,

and a new group which included John S. Barry and Robert McClelland
9

and had the backing of the Free P r e s s . Barry and McClelland had 

opposed Norvell  in the const i tu t iona l  convention of 1835 by supporting 

c i t izen  vot ing ,  and the s ta tus  of the foreign-born in the party may have 

been  an i s sue  in 1841-1842. The Advertiser ' s  interpretat ion of the 

s t r i fe ,  a t  any r a t e ,  was  that  the  ant i -Norve l l  group harbored' the  na t i -  

v i s t  sen timent in the party and tha t  a Democratic victory in the 1842

8
Detroit Consti tu tional Democrat ,  March 30, 1844, p.  3.

9
In denouncing Norvell and Crary the Free Press said that  the 

people had had enough of poli t ic ians  who lived "by gambling in either 
public or private  l i f e . "  February 28, 1842 , p .  2, March 18, p.  2.

Several  years  la ter Robert McClelland  said that  by throwing off 
the ir  leaders  in 1841 the Democrats "have progressed gloriously ever 
s in ce .  Who does  not remember the iron rule of John Norvell and Co. 
You may remember how loath many of our old democrats were to give 
him up, but now none of them would touch him without fear of being 
contaminated with some fell pol i t ical  d i s e a s e . "  Robert M cCle l land ,  
Monroe ,  September 1, 1849 to John S. Bagg, Bagg MSS, Film.
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sta te  e lec t ions  meant a victory for the Free Press c l ique .

The German v o te r s - - th e  French v o t e r s - - a l l  those  who felt 
s l ighted by the nominations ,  are ranged under the name 'Nor- 
v e l l i t e s , '  and to ld—we have got you down and now we mean 

• to keep you d ow n . Henceforth,  al l  who do not bow the knee 
to B .F .H ,  W ithere l l ,  Anthony Ten Eyck, and the Free Press 
must stand back .

One of the ways in which po li t ic ians  have courted the votes  

of e thnocul tu ra l  groups is to a s so c ia te  themselves  with organizat ions 

with  which part icular groups identify.  Such an organization in the 

1840's was  the Irish Repeal Associat ion whose  os tens ib le  purpose was 

to do what could be done on th is  side of the Atlantic for Home Rule in 

Ire land. It a l so  served as  an outlet  for Anglophobia and was  a favorite 

stumping ground for p o l i t i c i a n s . ^  In 1843 the Repeal Assoc ia tion became 

the means by which a Whig was- e lec ted  mayor of Detroit with the help 

of Ir ish Catholic  v o t e s .  The man with whom the Whigs accomplished 

th is  phenomenon w as  Zina Pi tcher,  a phys ic ian  and scho la r ,  some- time 

Democrat ,  and President of the Assoc ia t ion .  Pitcher won the mayoralty 

in an e lec t ion  which w as  otherwise Democrat ic ,  the Whigs e lecting only 

one out of s ix  a ldermen. The Free Press said  that the  Irish had voted 

"almost in a body" for Pitcher b ecause  he was  the Repeal President and

^ A dver t i se r , November 12 , 1842, p.  2.

^ W h e n  the Repeal Assoc ia tion was organized i ts  officers included 
such  prominent Democrats a s  George A. O'Keefe,  Charles  Moran, James A. 
Van Dyke, and o the rs ,  and some prominent W higs ,  including DeGarmo 
Jones and H .FI .Emmons . A dver t iser , September 13, 1841, p.  2.
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"because  they thought they had been wronged by the Democratic nomi

nating conven t ion ."  The Advertiser congratulated "our w arm -hear ted  

Ir ish  f r iends ,  who have contributed their  full  share to th is  glorious r e 

s u l t . " 12

Poli t ical  wonders were not to c ea s e  in the summer of 1843 . The

W higs ,  a s  the Free Press noted,  began finding nominees for office among

Repeal Assoc ia t ions  and nominated Pitcher for governor.  The Free Press

complained that  it had been "openly" argued at the Whig convention that

13Pitcher would draw "two thousand Irish democrats" to the  Whig t i ck e t .

The Advertiser s tar ted to in s i s t  that  "adopted c i t izens"  be regarded as

"American c i t i z en s "  (now that they  were becoming "undeceived" of the

Locos),  announced tha t  among candidate  Pi tcher’s quali f ica tions  for

office w as  a full blooded Irish maternal grandfather,  apologized for

printing an an t i -C a tho l ic  squib by m is take ,  reminded the Germans and

the Irish of the in juries  done them by the Democrats ,  and denounced

American Republicanism or "any crusade  agains t  Cathol ics  or any other

denomination" as  "ant i-Republican and a n t i - c h r i s t i a n .  " Meanwhile

14
the  Repealers  and the Free Press feuded.

" ^ F ree  P r e s s , March 7, 1843 , p.  2; Adver t iser , March 7, 1843 ,
p. 2 .

12Free P r e s s , August 26,  1843, p.  2.

^ Adver t i s e r , July 22, 1843, p.  2,  October 4,  5, 19, November 
2,  7; Free P res s ,  August 29, p.  2,  September 16, p.  2.
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Although Pitcher was badly d e fe a te d , he ran be tte r in Detroit 

than  the Whig gubernatorial  candida tes  of 1841 and 1845, and ran par

t icu la r ly  well  on the w es t  side of town where most of the Irish were .

If the Irish did cas t  a s izeab le  vote  for the Whigs in 1843 (it is not at 

a l l  cer ta in  that  they did),  it was  a phenomenon not often repea ted .

Although it is impossible  to measure i t ,  there  very l ikely was 

a reac t ion  among na t iv is t  Whigs agains t  the Irish cour tsh ip .  William 

Woodbridge referred contemptuously  in 1843 to the Whig "Irish Repeal

e rs"  a s  a "new sec t  among us" and his  son William descr ibed  Repeal 

pol i t ics  with deep  revuls ion:

The pol i t ic ians  of the day are making a great  handle of th is  
‘Ir ish Repeal 1 concern .  There are many about Detroit who expect 
to get  boos ted up over the shoulders  of o thers ,  to a t ta in  party ends 
and get hold of the re ins  of power, men who are themselves  the 
dung of the ear th ,  who do not know who their  grandfathers  w ere ,  
the  very impersonations of putridity who rise, into high p laces  by 
the very men whom they would not extend the hand of charity to ,  
af ter  they had got into p o w e r . ^

Tne Whig reac t ion  to ethnic  poli t ics  in this c a s e  may have been 

par ticu la r ly  in tense  b ecause  the group involved was  the Irish C a tho l ic s ,  

and it w as  the Irish who were the foreigners most de sp ised  by the na t i -  

v i s t s .  Nativ is t  feel ing aga ins t  Germans seems to have been nei ther  as  

w idespread  nor as  in tense  as  that  agains t  the  Ir ish.  The Whigs were

^ W i l l i a m  W oodbr idge , Spr ingwel ls , August 25,  1843 , to Hon. 
Will ie  P. Mangum; Will iam L. Woodbridge,  July 8 , 1843, to Dudiy 
Woodbridge,  Woodbridge MSS.
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able  to play ethnic poli t ics  with the Germans,  if not with too much su c 

c e s s ,  at l e a s t  with greater e a s e .  The Germans were not as  strongly 

Democratic as  the Irish and the Whigs were usually more hopeful about 

de tach ing  the Germans from the Democrats .  One Washtenaw County 

Whig leader wrote in 1844 that. "Our German population in this  county 

is large and st i l l  inc reas ing ,  and as they are a truth-loving  and r e 

l iable  people they should be brought onto the right po li t ica l  p a th . "

The W ashtenaw  Germans were largely Lutherans and it was  among

Protes tant Germans tha t  Whigs seemed to have enter ta ined their  most

■ n r 16sanguine hopes of s u c c e s s .

Wayne County Whigs frequently ran candida te s  of German d e 

scen t  for c i ty  off ices  and s ta te  rep resen ta t ive .  In 1846 the Advertiser 

charged tha t  the Democrats had c ircula ted  t ickets  substi tu ting the 

name of a German Whig nominee for s ta te  rep re sen ta t ive ,  Nicholas

G reuse l ,  Jr. , for a Democratic nominee,  "for the purpose of gett ing

17
the German vote  for the ba lance  of their  t i c k e t . "

In 1848 Detroit Whigs  nominated Frederick Buhl, a "merchant 

manufacturer"  for mayor.  The Advertiser announced that  "It is the first

1 M. Howard, Ann Arbor, July 8 , 1844, to William Woodbridge, 
Detroit .  Howard said  that  the ci rculat ion of Whig campaign t rac ts  writ 
ten  in German had been "deemed by our German whig friends here most 
ex ce l len t  and . . . e f fec t iv e . "  See a lso  P .B.Thurston,  M t .C lem e n s ,  
August 27, 1844, to Will iam Woodbridge , Detro it ,  ask ing  for "Whig news 
printed in German,"  Woodbridge MSS.

17Advertiser ,  November 2, 1846, p. 2.
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time . . . tha t  a descendan t  of Germans has  been designa ted  to so 

important a post;  and it is to be hoped that  the adopted c i t izens  of 

hi.s own land will  not forget the  compliment thus  paid them. " In 

neither of the  most German wards  (4th and 7th) did the vote  show a 

surge for the W higs .  The 4th in 1847 (then including the 7th) gave 

53 percent of i ts  vote to the Democdatic candidate  for mayor.  But 

in 1848 neither  the 4th nor the 7th were strongly Whig; the 4th voted 

52 percent Democratic ,  and the 7th favored Buhl by 115 votes  to 110.

In the  next ci ty e lec tion  the WTiigs ran be tte r in both wards .  Although 

strong sh if ts  among the e lec to ra te  may have been concealed in the 

ava i lab le  d a ta ,  Buhl's candidacy seems to have had l i t t le or no im

pact  on the  "German vote . " Perhaps there was l i t t le  reason  for ex

pect ing Germans to vote for him. Buhl was  of German d e sc e n t ,  but not 

of German bir th .  He was  born in Pennsylvania ,  was a weal thy man 

and a Presbyte r ian .  He qual if ied as a member of McCoy's  economic 

e l i te  of Wayne County in 1844. German voters  would seem to have 

had l e s s  reason  for identifying him with the"3:cltherland,, and more for 

identifying him with the Yankee Presbyterian eli te  group so prominent 

in the Whig Party. He probably lacked appeal for the recently  arrived 

German Catho l ics  and Protes tants  whose folkways were different from,

^ i 18if not an t ipa thet ic  to ,  those  of Buhl.

i p
I b i d . ,  March -5, 1848, p. 2. McCoy, "Polit ical  Affi liat ions 

of American Economic Elites," p.  40.
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The French were not as strongly Democratic as the Irish but

probably more Democratic than the Germans . From the beginning the

French seem to have had a proprietary in te res t  in the Democracy and

were e sp e c ia l ly  prevalent in the leadership  of the party in the  183 O's.

Even in 1844, 11 men of French descen t  were part of Wayne County' s

19Democratic l eade rsh ip ,  compared to 2 among the Whigs .

The s ignif icance  of the French Whig minority should not be

underes t im ated .  As with the Germans,  the Whigs tr ied constantly  to

swing the French to them.  They frequently ran French candida tes  for

of f ice ,  e spec ia l ly  in Detroit ,  and seem to have had a beach-head  of

support in French ranks which could ,  occas iona l ly ,  be turned into a

majority .  In 1844, in a spec ia l  e lec tion for alderman in Detroit 's  3rd

w ard ,  both the  Whig and Democratic candida tes  were old French, Both

were wel l  known bus inessm en  and party leade rs .  The "Whigs carried

the ward ,  186-139, even though the Democrats had carried the ward

in the fall  of 1843 by 58 percent  and had a lso  carried it in the previous

ci ty e lec t io n .  The French were only a minority of the e lec to ra te  in the

ward ,  so. th is  does  not show that they voted for the Whig,  but it was

20
l ikely tha t  most did.

19 Sabbath,  pp .  128-29.

20 Free P res s ,  March 25, 1844 , p.  2.
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In the 1839 s ta te  e lec tion the Whigs made spec ia l  appea ls  to

the F rench , trying to cap i ta l ize  on William W^oodbridge1 s abil i ty to

speak  F rench , his long re s idence  in Michigan, and his  a l leged friend-

21ship for the  French C i to y e n s . The French of Hamtramck do not seem

to have  been lured to Woodbridge,  al though Whig leaders  in Monroe

and Macomb counties  c la imed, before the  election,  that  the French

22were  going for Woodbridge.  Woodbridge’s abil i ty to speak French

did p lace  him on demand all  through the early fort ies with Whig leaders

in count ies  with large French popula tions .  In wooing the French the

Whigs  sometimes worked with local  spokesmen for the French and

sometimes bypassed  them and ta lked direct ly to the group or d is s iden t  

23m in o r i t i e s .

The importance of French names on the party t icke t  was  well  

recognized  by Whig leaders  such as Richard Butler of Macomb. In 184 0

Circu la r ,  "Attention! Aux Citoyens Frangais ,  et  Anciens 
Habitans  du M ich igan ,"  Woodbridge MSS.

22
The French are not p leased  with the prospect of more taxes  for 

internal improvements ,"  Will iam Duse l l ,  Macomb C o . ,  July 8 , 1839, to 
Will iam Woodbridge ,  Detroit; "From my acquain tance  with the old r e s i 
den ts  he re ,  I am led to bel ieve  that  the French population will  be unani
mous for you (save only such as  have or expect office at  the  hands of 
the  present pa r ty ) , "  Daniel  S. Bacon, Monroe,  September 1, 1839, to 
Will iam W oodbr idge , Detroit ,  Woodbridge MSS .

23 Henry D. Terry, Mt.  C lem ens ,  September 27, 1844, to W ill i
am Woodbridge , Detroit; Oliver Johnson, Monroe, October 22,  1844, to 
W .W . ,  Detroit; William W. Studdifud, Monroe,  September 16, 1848, to 
W. W . ; George Laurian , _et al_. , Monroe , October 12 , 1848 , to WOW. ,
Woodbr id ge M S S .
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Butler explained why the Democrats had carried Macomb by 150 votes

in 1840, w hereas  Woodbridge had carried it by 21  vo tes  the year  before.

Butler gave severa l  reasons  and emphas ized that  "there was  not one

man on the / W h i g 7  t i cke t ,  calcu la ted  to call  out any portion of the

French population to our support ,  who (sic) number about one hundred

24and fifty vo tes  in the lower part of the coun ty ."

2 .  Manipulat ive Po li t ics .

The re la t ive  w i l l ingness  to play ethnic poli t ics  among leaders  

of each  party in the 1837-18 52 period affected considerably  the re la tive  

s trength of the  p a r t i e s .  Many Democratic and Whig leaders  seldom let 

sl ip  any opportuniti ty for building poli t ical  goodwill by catering to 

e thnocul tu ra l  p re jud ices .  When a public meeting in Detroit in 1847 

decided to r a i se  funds to send a shipload of flour "to the suffering poor 

in I r e lan d ,"  both Whigs and Democrats joined in,  no doubt from a varie ty 

of m ot ives .  Yet the Whigs seem to have re luctant ly  courted the minori

t i e s ,  and more Whig than Democratic leaders  seem to have shared the 

sent iments  of Thomas Rowland. - In 1842 Rowland, Detroit Postmaster ,  

dec l ined  an invitation to be Vice Pres ident of the St. Pa t r ick 's  Temper

ance  ce lebra t ion  dinner becau se  he "could not make up my mind to i t . "  

He confided to his fr iend Woodbridge that  he d is l iked  "the idea even

^ R i c h a r d  Butler, M t . C lemens ,  Macomb, November 6 , 1840, to 
W .W .  , Detroit ,  Woodbridge MSS.
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indirect ly of countenanc ing the absurd custom of keeping sain t  days"  

and moreover did not see

the f i tnes s  of keeping up a prac ti se  that  fos te rs  a foreign feeling 
of separa te  na tionali ty amongst those  who profess  to be American 
c i t i z e n s .  . . . The mawkish efforts which are so much in use  by 
demagogues through repeal soc ie t ie s  and other means to f la t te r  
tha t  c l a s s  of c i t iz ens  is excit ing pretens ions  and claims on their 
part entirely inimical to the public good .25

Rowland wel l  rea l ized  that  his  was  "an act  of temerity which would

doub t less  be pronounced unwise by any modern poli t ic ian  of the school

d e m o cr a t i c . "

The inf lexibil i ty of men like Rowland l e ss en ed  the Whigs poli 

t ica l  e f fec t iveness  and worked to the Democrats '  advan tage .  Some 

Democrats  may have shared Rowland's sen t iments ,  but p rac tica l  co n s i 

dera tions  seem to have won out among most of them. Robert McClelland 

of Monroe,  a conserva t ive  Democrat  on a lien  suffrange in 1835, i l lu s 

tra ted th is  pragmatism as  he worried about how the Irish would vote in 

1843:

Will  the Irish vote be c a s t  for Barry and if not,  will  th is  affect  
me Here all  will  pull true .  You must not rely on your county
and W ashtenaw on mere repor ts .  They ought to be seen  and by 
th ose  who have influence with them. And see ing them often will  
do no harm. McReynolds,  O ’Beirne, Gallagher,  and N e sb i t  can do 
much. . . . Let us not act  on the principle that  one can do without 
the a id  of such men. This is the course  of the Whig party and it 
has  occas ioned  them many a d i s a s te r .  Let us be firm to our prin- 
c i p l e s ,  but concil iatory in our conduct towards men. °

^ T h o m a s  Rowland, Detroit ,  March 17, 1842 , to W .W .  , W ash 
ington,  D . C . ,  Woodbridge MSS.

0
DRobert McCle l land ,  September 5, 1843, Bagg MSS Film. In
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3. Native Americanism.

In the campaign of 1844 the Whigs made spec ia l  efforts to 

break the Democratic domination of the Ir ish,  French, and Germans,  

part icularly  the l a s t  two.  Just after the Detroit  city e lec tion in March 

the  Advertiser a t tacked  the "humbug" that  Whigs "as a party" were h o s 

ti le  to fore igners .  Strong prejudice  ex is ted  in both p a r t i e s ,  it sa id ,  

but twice as  much in the Democracy. In the recent e lec tion only two

of the many nominees of foreign birth on the Democratic t icket were

27
e lec ted  and those  two (Irish) ran behind the re s t  of their  t i cke t .

The e lec tion returns show that the Advertiser had a poin t ,  but 

the  Democrats succeeded  far more in 1844 in a ssoc ia t ing  nat ivism and 

an t i -C a th o l ic i sm  with the Whigs .  Church burnings in Philadelphia ,  

ag ita tion  to change the na tura lization l a w s ,  the Whig "Protest"  agains t  

a l ien  voting in 183 5, and the l ike ,  al l  provided ammunition for the Demo

c r a t s ,  and the e lec t ion  in November te s t i f ied  to the impact of history
28

and Democratic propaganda on the Catholics  and German L u therans .

After the victory of James K. Polk over Henry C lay ,  Whig new s

papers and leaders  universally  counted the foreign vote  as  a major factor

May McCle lland  wrote tha t  "Ten Eyck speaks  of my going to Detroit  soon 
and endeavoring to soothe the  I r i sh . "  R. M. , Monroe,  May 30, 1843, 
Bagg MSS Film.

2 7 Advert i ser ,  March 12, 1844, p .  2.

2 8 pree p re s s ,  J u n e - November , 1844, p a ss im ,  es'p. June 7,  10, 
July 27,  August 3 , 14, September 17, October 1, 14, 16, 18 , 19, 22, 2-4, 
25,  28', November 2 and 5.
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in the e lec t ion ,  if not the major factor.  Although the Whigs were con

sc ious  of the damage done to their  cause  by the Liberty Party in 1844, 

many were  d i sposed  to vent their  frustration and anger on foreign Catho

lics  and began to look to Native Americanism. The Oakland Gazette 

said  tha t  American c i t izens  had been brow-beaten by the "filth of Europe"

and "clubbed from polls  by gangs of drunken Irishmen." Native Ameri-

29canism would be resorted to if th is  continued.

From Mackinac County in the far north a Whig "Protest"  signer 

of 1835 wrote

I am sorry to have heard by our Papers Respecting the Pres iden
t i a l  Election there  can  be_/no7  . . . Doubt but the  foreners have 
e lec ted  Polk.  I do hope th is  will Rouse Our American C i t i sens  to 
a Sense of there  Duty ( s i c ) . ^

George W. W isner ,  a leading Pontiac Whig,  demanded of W il l i 

am Woodbridge:

Can we ever hope to e s tab l i sh  sound doctrines  in th is  country? 
Look at  the course  the foreigners have pursued among u s .  Will  
they not a lways  oppose  V7hig p r inc ip le s?  Is it not be tter  for us 
to make a bold appeal to na tive Americanism, get  up a storm of 
p a ss ion  and sweep the country? Will  they not overwhelm our 
country in a few y e a r s ?  And ought we not to meet the danger now 
while  we can  master  i t?  The contes t  will  be a bit ter  one I know, 
but what will  it be in 2 0 years  or so when our children will  be 
ca l led  upon to fight the b a t t le .  I firmly believe the catholic  r e 
l ig ion ,  united with l aw less  democracy,  will s e i s e  (sic) th is  country

Gazette  quoted in Free Press , November 12, 1844, p.  2. Ad- 
v e r t i s e r ,  November 16, 1844, p. 2.

30 Michael Dousman, Mackinac ,  January 7, 1845, to W .W .  , 
Woodbridge MSS.
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in l e s s  than 2 0 y e a r s ,  unless  it is put down immediately.  . . . All 
the  whigs  of the  north and part of the democrats are squinting to 
wards  native  Americanism. What shall  we do?31

A Monroe Whig leader a l so  reported that  many Whigs were t a lk 

ing of adopting American Republ icanism, but he feared that  such action 

would only a l iena te  a ll  foreigners from the Whigs and perhaps come to 

v io len ce .  In Washtenaw County Whigs debated adopting open anti-r

foreign po l ic ies  but concluded that  "Native Americanism must not be

32agi ta ted  in the country to the extent  it is carried in the c i t i e s .  "

The na t iv is t  pu lsat ion  running through the Whig party in the 

winter of 1844-1845 was  no s ec re t .  Democratic newspapers  began pre 

dicting that  the  Whig party was dest royed and would be succeeded by 

a Native American Party.  The Free Press said  that

The Advertiser ca l l s  upon the Whigs to stand by their  f lag!
Whig papers  e lsewhere  adv ise  the Whigs to strike their  f lag ,  and 
fa ll  into the ranks of the n a t i v i s t s . 3 3

The Advert iser 's  reaction  to the gathering Whig bolt  to Ameri

canism w as  reveal ing in its implications . It sugges ted  that  Whigs 

s tand firm, tha t  Americanism would be impractical ,  and implied that  

th is  w as  so because  the Whig Party was a lready the most effective

31 George W. W isner ,  Pontiac ,  November 14, 1844, to W. W . , 
Detroit ,  Woobbridge MSS.

3? Oliver Johnson, Monroe,  November 20, 1844 , to W .W .  , W as h 
ington,  D . C . ;  H .G .  Cr i t tenden,  Sal ine ,  December 26,  1844, to W .W .  , 
W ash ing ton ,  Woodbridge MSS.

33 Free P r e s s , November 14, 1844, p.  2.
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agent of na t iv is t  principles  and could be known by i ts  enemies:  

"Aboli t ionis ts ,  foreign influence,, foreign money and foreign votes  . "

The Whig party offered "American Whigs" a broad and prac t ica l  pro

gram. Whig adoption of na t iv is t  principles could only injure the 

party ,  but "If every Native American can be made to th ink,  feel  and

ac t  as a Native American should . . . everything that  a native  Ameri-

34can can des i re  will  be accomplished .  "

Sometime around ear ly 184 5 a Native American newspaper  began 

35appearing in Detroit .  In the  ci ty e lec t ion  of 1845 a Native American 

t icke t  entered  the f ie ld .  The Free Press said that  the Natives  had 

nominated severa l  regular Democrats as  a t r i ck ,  while the Advertiser 

claimed that  the Native t icke t  w a s  a  tr ick to spli t  the Whigs organized

by a "clique of the most intolerant Locofocos" and urged Whigs to stand

^ . 36by their  party.

Out of 1644 votes  the  Native got only 32,  the Liberty Party re 

ce ived  50, Whigs 750, and Democrats 810. The Advertiser said the 

outcome w as  a Whig s u c c e s s ,  s ince  the Whig vote was  larger and the

34
Adver t i se r , November 15, 1844, p.  2, November 18, 20.

3 5Three i s su e s  of the American Vineyard (Detroit) are in the 
BHC: October 23 , 1846, April 23 , 1847, December 17, 1847. On papers 
in Michigan see  Detroit Daily N e w s , July 8 , 1845, p.  2.

^ F r e e  P r e s s , March 3, 1845, p. 2. A dver t iser , February 27,
1845, p. 27
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Democratic smaller than the previous year .  This proved, it s a id ,  the 

wisdom of avoiding "entangling a l l i a n c e s . "  This seems to mean that  

a Whig-Native  coal i t ion had been considered and re jec ted .

Since the  Whig Party in Detroit had such a strong nativ is t  t ra 

di t ion ,  the  32 vo tes  given to the Natives  in 1845 probably do not give 

any adequate  measure  of na t iv is t  s trength .  The Natives  a lso  may very 

well  have  drawn as  heavily  upon the Democrats as  upon the Whigs for

the 32 v o t e s .  The Native mayoral cand ida te ,  Orus Field ,  a merchant ,

37had been a regular Democrat .

In preparation for the  Pres identia l  e lec tion of 1852 the Whigs 

began ,  around 1850 , a new and vigorous effort to win the foreign vo te .  

Early in 1850 a promising Whig leader emerged as  Zachariah Chandler 

won an upse t  vic tory to become mayor of Detroit in 1851. As mayor,  

Chandler plunged into ethnic poli t ics  as  few Whigs ever had .  At the 

St. Pa t r ick 's  Day celebra t ion  of the Detroit Ir ish Emigrant Society,  

Chandler  joked about po li t ic ians  who claimed to be of every nat ional i ty  

before e l ec t io n s ,  but seldom af te r ,  and then went on to say that  he 

w as  Yankee by bir th ,  English by name,  and one-ha l f  Ir ish by blood. 

Chandler endorsed the Emigrant Society and St. Patr ick 's  Day c e l e 

brations  b e ca u se  they promoted a ss im ila t ion  and Americanism. They

3 A d v e r t i s e r , March 8 , 1845, p.  2.  The Free P r e s s , May 29, 
1843, l i s ted  Field as a de lega te  to the Democratic County Convention.
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broke the ice of "national"  and "sectional"  feelings  and prompted 

neighbors to forget whether they were nat ive  or foreign.  Whigs and 

D em o cra t s , Protes tants  and Catholics  forgot "factions and feuds" 

and learned  to r e s p ec t  the opin ions ,  even the p re jud ices ,  of o thers .

"To I re lan d ,"  he s a id ,  "the world owes a debt of grati tude"  b ecause  

her sons  were a lways  found in the first  ranks of freedom f igh ters .

3 8"In our st ruggles  for independence ,  Ir ish blood flowed like w a te r . "

Perhaps he paid similar compliments to the Germans when he agreed

39to he lp  a fund ra is ing  drive for German liberty .

Chand ler ' s  apparent enthusiasm for ethnic poli t ics  probably

had something to do with his  being nominated for governor by the

Whigs in 1852. By a ll  accounts  the Whigs tried harder then than ever

before to woo the Irish and German vo te r s .  The campaign for Winfield

Scott a l l  through the Northwest sought to counter Democratic charges

that  Scott w as  hos t i le  to foreigners and C a tho l ics .  These efforts mostly

fa iled  in Michigan and the foreign born Cathol ics  and most I r i sh ,  German,

40
and French voters  remained solidly in the Democratic camp.

38A dver t i se r , March 19, 5851, p. 2.

39Warren W. Florer , 'The  Liberty Meeting in Detroit ,  December 
1851," Michigan His to ry ,  XVI (Autumn, 1332), 400.

^ A d v e r t i s e r , October-November , pa s s im ; Free P r e s s , O c tober -  
November,  p a s s im ; Thomas, Nativism in the Old Northwest ,  pp. 63-78; 
the Vindicator , November 15, 1855, p.  2. , referred to the "most ex t ra 
ordinary efforts" made by the Whigs in 1852 to get the  Irish and German 
v o te s .
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As in 1844-1845 Whig frustration in 1852 was  to fan the fires of 

nativisrn and to feed a far stronger na tiv is t  impulse that  was  already 

gather ing fo rce ,  but th is  is part of another story.

4.  Denominat ional P o l i t i c s .

Rivalry among Protestant denominations for converts  and general

public recognit ion was  extremely in tense  during the nineteenth  century .

This compet it ion be tween "free ,  abso lu t i s t i c  groups in the  v a s t  free mar- 

41
ket of sou ls"  had i ts  counterpart  in poli t ical  life where the denomina

tions  competed not so much for recognition  in the nomination of cand i

d a te s  as  for " representa tion"  and recognit ion ,  or, simply their  share of 

p a t ro n a g e .

The c a s e  cf  the Board of University  Regents in Michigan i l lu s 

t r a te s  th is  very w e l l .  When the const i tu t iona l  convention of 1835 pro

vided for a s t a t e - su p p o r te d ,  centra l ized  system of higher educa t ion ,  it 

made the  U nivers i ty 's  ruling body a board of twelve regen ts  who would 

be appointed by the governor with the advice and consen t  of the  sen a te .  

Until  the  office of Regent became e lec tive  by popular vote  in 1851 the 

appointment of Regents became an-arena for the  play of denominational 

po l i t i c s .  Scatte red evidence  revea ls  a keen  competit ion among denomi

nations  for rep resen ta t ion  on the  Board, apparently  l e s s  from a desi re

^ M e a d ,  Church His to ry ,  XXIII, 4, 315.
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to control  the  Board and more from fear tha t  r iva ls  would control i t .

In 1840 the Michigan Methodis t  Conference passed  a r e so lu 

tion recommending that  appoin tees  to the  Universi ty be chosen from 

the var ious  denominations  in proportion to the re la tive  numbers of each 

denomination among the  general  population.  The Conference claimed 

that  th i s  would check  "pol i t ical"  and "sec tar ian"  influence,  but per

haps the Methodis ts  being the most numerous denomination in Michigan

42had something to do with the proposa l.

In 1841 a Whig leg is la t ive  leader wrote to Governor Woodbridge

tha t  the Senate  had confirmed all  but three  of his appointments to the

Board of Regents .  If the three had been confirmed "the whole board

would c o n s i s t  of members of e i ther the Presbyterian or Episcopal ian

C hurches ,  and a majority of the Senate seemed to th ink,  that  a more

equal d is tr ibu tion  among the different denominations  would be right

43
and proper and give a more general  sat isfac tion. . "

During the 1841 s ta te  campaign the  Democrats played upon the 

lack  of "genera l  s a t i s fac t ion"  with appointments  to the Regency, and 

part icularly  upon Presbyterian domination of it and other patronage.

The Democrats  claimed that  it was  due to the efforts of their  candidate

4 ?
Advertis e r , November 18, 1840, p.  2.

^  James M. Edmunds,  Detroi t ,  February 27,  1841, to William 
Woodbridge ,  Washing ton ,  D. C . ,  Woodbridge MSS. Woodbridge had 
by now res igned  as  governor.
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for governor,  John Barry, that  "M ethodis ts ,  Baptists  and some other 

denomina tions have now (though not to the fu l les t  extent which their 

re la t ive  numbers would seem to deserve) a representa tion  in the Regency 

of the  U n iv e r s i ty .

The Free Press descr ibed  the incident " las t  winter"  when the 

three Woodbridge appointments  had been re jec ted  to prevent monopoly 

of the  board by "one or two s e c t s "  and went on to lecture  the Whigs on 

patronage d is t r ibut ion .

In the Univers i ty ,  as in the Government, a l l  in te res t s  should be 
equal ly  rep re sen ted .  . . . in a multitude of different in te res ts  there  
is no danger of one in te res t  trampling all  others under foot.  . . .
This rep resen ta t ion  of different in te res t s  is what is meant by checks 
and b a lan ces  in government,  and the po li t ic ian  who d isregards  them 
is ei ther ignorant of the nature of our free inst i tu tions  . . .  or wants  
. . . charac te r  to overcome his personal p r e j u d i c e s . ^

A more sys tem at ic  survey of patronage dis tribution would be n e c e s 

sary before the Democratic claims to a more cathol ic  patronage policy 

could be acc e p ted .  The very nature and composit ion of the Democracy 

in Michigan argues  in favor of i ts  being more a ttuned to the heterogeneity  

of American so c ie ty .  Prac tical  poli t ica l  cons ide ra t ions ,  and perhaps some 

"melting pot" idea l i sm ,  made the Democrats more responsive  to the a sp i r a 

t ions  of groups which felt  excluded and f rustra ted .  A number of the "out"

44 Free P r e s s , October 20,  1841.

45Free P r e s s , September 12, 1841, p. 2. The Regents themselves  
in appoint ing a univers ity  facul ty  were "careful to choose  minis ters  of tne 
four leading denominations in the sta te  (Methodist ,  B ap t i s t , Presbyterian ,  
and Episcopal ian) for p rofess iona l  p o s i t i o n s . "  Dunbar, Michigan Record, p . 69
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groups in American society  seem to have been persuaded,  at l e a s t ,

46tha t  the  promotion of their  "welfare and fam e ,"  tha t  i s ,  the ir  in

t e r e s t s  and s t a t u s ,  was  more l ikely to be done under Democratic 

a u s p i c e s .

""Advertiser ,  October 23,  1848, p. 2,  used  this phrase in an 
a r t ic le  arguing the opposi te  point of v iew.
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C lass i f ica t ion  of Farm Occupat ions

The manuscrip t  population schedules  of the  1850 federal  census  

provided information on the occupation of males over 18 y e a r s ,  usual ly  

a one-word desc r ip t ion ,  and the  value  of any rea l  e s ta te  owned by indi

v id u a l s .  I tabu la ted  the number of potentia l  voters  in eight farm occu

p a t io n s ,  regarding a potentia l  voter a s  any white male 2 1  years  or older.  

This included a ll  the  foreign born who were not n e ce s sa r i ly  e ligible  vo t 

e r s , but there  was  no way of knowing how recently  they had arrived in 

the United S ta te s .  There was  evidence tha t  some of the foreign-born 

often voted before the f ive -year  na tu ra lization  period expired,  and after 

1850 th is  w as  legal ly  po ss ib le .

Farm Owners:

These included any individual descr ibed  as  a "farmer" who owned 

rea l  e s t a t e .  The va lue  of the  rea l  e s t a t e  determined in which c l a s s  of 

Farm Owner he was p laced .  (See Chapter  IV)

Elder Sons:

Potent ia l  vo te rs  who 'were farmers without rea l  e s t a t e ,  but who 

were  obvious ly  members of the family,  rece ived  spec ia l  t rea tment,  of 

which I kept a record for each town. The first  immediate re la t ive  with

453



www.manaraa.com

459

no rea l  property (usually the elder son, but possibly  a brother or other 

re la tive) I placed in the same c l a s s  as  the  head of the  family.  Any 

re la t iv e s  after the  fi rs t  immediate re la tive  was counted as  a farm laborer, 

and a record w as  kept of how many such individuals there were in each  

town. This was the "Younger Son-Farm Laborer" group. If the real  e s 

ta te  owner and head of the  household  was  female ,  but the  next male mem 

ber w as  over 2 1  and descr ibed  as  a "farmer" or a "laborer" then that  per

son was  counted a Farm Owner according to the value  of real  e s t a t e .  

There were  very few of th e s e .

Tenants  or Renters:

Men desc r ibed  as "farmers" but owning no rea l  e s t a t e ,  usual ly  

heads  of ho u seh o ld s ,  and not e lder or younger so n s ,  were counted as 

t e n an t s  or r e n te r s .  Whatever their  s ta tus  may have been  whatever ar

rangements  they made to farm, they were farmers who owned no land.

Farm Laborers:

In 1860 the c en su s  takers  usual ly  made a d is t inc t ion  between 

"farm labore rs"  and other kinds of " labo re r s , "  day or genera l .  In 1850 

cen su s  tak e r s  in some townships  made th is  dis t inction; in others they 

did no t ,  so that  a "laborer" could have worked on a farm or in a sawmill 

I decided  whether  a "laborer" w as  a farm laborer or an Urban unskil led
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accord ing to the household and on the b a s i s  of his apparent  environment 

a s  indica ted  by surrounding househo lds ,  fa rms, or p laces  of b u s in ess  

on-the same cen su s  page .
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TABLE 1

WAYNE TOWNS RANKED BY NUMBER OF HANDS 
EMPLOYED IN INDUSTRIES, 1850

Number
Hands

S.pringwells . 12.0

Hamtramck 116

Plymouth 111

Dearborn 34

Monguagon 32

Redford 28

Nankin 27

Greenfield 25

Grosse Pointe 21

Ecorse 20

Romulus 16

Canton 15

Browns town 14

Livonia : io

Van Buren
Taylor
Sumpter
Huron

Source: Schedule of Social Statistics, 1850. Bound MSS in
Michigan Historical Commission Archives0
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APPENDIX B— Cont, 

TABLE 2

WAYNE TOWNS RANKED BY NUMBER OF MALES EMPLOYED IN FLOUR 
AND SAW MILLS AND ALL OTHER.- MANUFACTORIES, 1854

( S t a t e  C e n s u s , 1854)

Hamtramck 186

P lym outh  131

Monguagon 39

G r e e n f i e l d  34

S p r i n g w e l l s  30

R ed fo rd  25-35  ( e s t i m a t e d )

Romulus 25

N ank in  19

C an ton  18

Van B uren  14

Browns town 12

Livonia 12

D ea rb o rn  11

Sum pter 6

Huron 4

T a y l o r  ? 3

E c o r s e

G ro s s e  P o i n t e
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APPENDIX B--Cont.

TABLE 3

WAYNE TOWNS RANKED BY PER CENT OF SKILLED WORKERS 
AMONG POTENTIAL VOTERS, 1850

% No.

Plymouth 31 190

Monguagon 23 51

Hamtramck 18 39

Brownstown 17 41

Springwells 16 54

Dearborn 14 40

Livonia 14 44

Redford 14 49

Van Buren 13 44

Canton 11 32

Huron 11 13

Romulus 11 15

Nankin 10 36

Taylor 9 5

Ecorse 9 11

Sumpter 8 8

Greenfield 8 28

Grosse Pointe 7 22
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TABLE 1

D em o cra t ic  
S t r e n g t h  Di Di^

S p r i n g v e l l s 1 12 11 121

E c o r s e 2 13 : 11 121

Huron 3 11 8 64

Sum pter 4 14 10 100

Hamtramck 5 2 “ 3 9

G r e e n f i e l d 6 5 - 1 1

Monguagon 7 7o5 .5 .25

Romulus 8 7 .5 -  .5 .25

Brownstown 9 15 6 36

T a y lo r 10 18 8 64

G ro s s e  P o i n t e 11 1 -10 100

D e arb o rn 12 7 .5 -  4 .5 20 .2 5

R ed fo rd 13 3

01 100

Van B uren 14 7 .5 -  5 .5 4 2 0 25

N ank in 15 10 -  5 25

C an ton 16 4 -12 144

L i v o n i a 17 16 - 1 1

Plym outh 18
N=18

17 -  1 1

S p e a rm a n 's  r s 

s N (N ^ - l)

Di 2 = 950 .00

_ !  .. 6 (950) = 1 -  5700 -  1 -- .98  = ,02
18(323) 5814
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APPENDIX C— C ont.  

TABLE 2

D em o cra t ic  
S t r e n g t h  Di D i2

Sumpter 1 14 13 169

Taylor 2 18 16 256

Ecorse 3 13 10 100

Romulus 4 7 .5 3o5 12 .2 5

Huron 5 11 6 36

Greenfield 6 5 -  1 1

Springwells' 7 12 5 25

Grosse Pointe 8 1 -  7 49

Brownstown 9 .15 6 36

Hamtramck 10 2 -  8 64

Dearborn 11 7»5 -  3 .5 12 .2 5

Van Buren 12 7 .5 - 4 .5 20 .2 5

Monguagon 13 7 .5 -  5 .5 3 0 .2 5

Nankin 14 10 -  4 16

Redford 15 3 -12 144

Livonia 16 16 0 0

Canton 17 4 -13 169

Plymouth 18 17 - 1 1

’ i 2 -

r
i °r  = 1 -  -----

s N(N
D .2 »
:z- i )

1 -  6846 = 
5814

1.0  -  1 .1 7  = - . 1 7
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APPENDIX D 

A NOTE ON OTHER MEASUREMENTS OF WEALTH

The S ta t i s t ic s  of Michigan,  1850, a compilation of federal  census  

da ta  printed by the s t a t e ,  gave the number of occupied farms in each  town, 

the  aggregate  c ash  value  of farms,  and the value of all  farm machinery and 

implements ("tools") in each  town.  I divided the value of farms by the 

number of farms and the value of tools  by the number of farms to find 1) 

the  average  va lue  of farms and 2) the average value  of to o l s .  The data 

w as  lumped toge ther for four towns in Wayne and was  unavai lab le  for some 

towns in Oakland, W ash tenaw ,  and H i l l sda le .

The average  value  of farms and to o l s ,  while  useful as  a check on 

other m e asu re s ,  could be m is lead ing .  For example,  Monguagon had the 

h ighes t  average  value of farms in Wayne. But th is  did not mean that  the 

average  farmer or voter in Monguagon was  fairly prosperous.  The number 

of occupied farms given for Monguagon was only 36,  while I counted 108 

potentia l  vo te rs  engaged in farm occupations  and almost 60 percent  of 

th e se  were farm laborers and t e n a n t s .  Thus,  the average voter in Mon

guagon w as  not a fairly prosperous  farmer and i ts  high average value of 

farms was  due to the presence  of a re la tive ly  few very prosperous farmers .  

Similarly,  the average  value  of farms was  mis lead ing for Hamtrarnck and 

Spr ingw el l s .
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When I ranked W ayne 's  towns according to their  average value  

of to o l s ,  and then compared each of these  rankings with that  based  on 

Farm 1-4 and Urban 1-2, the towns fell  into roughly similar orders with 

the tendency  for lower c l a s s  towns to be misrepresented as  prosperous 

in the  average  value  rank ings .  The average va lues  of farms and tools 

thus seemed most re l iab le  as  indicators of poor towns.  I have used the 

average  value  of tools  as a measure  for towns in Oakland,  W ash tenaw,  

and H i l lsda le  for which I did not tabu la te  o c c u p a t io n a l - s t a tu s .
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APPENDIX D

TABLE I  '

WAYNE COUNTY TOWNS RANKED ACCORDING TO AVERAGE VALUE OF 
FARMS, AVERAGE VALUE OF TOOLS, AND LEAST % OF FARM 

1 - 4  AND URBAN 1 - 2 ,  1 8 5 0

A v g .V a l .
Farms

AvgoVal.
T o o ls

L e a s t  7o 
Fm 1 - 4 ,  
U r 1 - 2

Monguagon $ 3 , 4 4 7 Plym outh 1 2 0 Plym outh 24

P ly m o u th 2 ,8 6 5 Monguagon 1 1 9 C anton 4 0

Hamtramck 2 ,7 0 0 C an to n 1 1 0 L iv o n ia 4 0

S p r i n g w e l l s 2 ,4 1 3 L iv o n ia 1 0 9 R ed fo rd 51

L i v o n i a 2 ,2 1 5 S p r in g w e l l s 1 0 4 N ankin 53

G r e e n f i e l d 2 ,0 7 0 Kamtramck 1 0 1 Mongaugon 5 6

C an to n 1 ,9 3 0 G ro sse  P o i n t e 99 Van B uren 57

B ed fo rd 1 ,7 3 9 B ed fo rd 9 0 D e arb o rn 5 9

D e a rb o rn 1 ,7 2 0 G r e e n f i e l d 90 Kamtramck 60

G ro s s e  P o i n t e 1 ,6 6 1 D e arb o rn 8 9 Brownstown 64

Browns town 1 ,5 4 8 Brownstown 8 9 G ro sse  P o i n t e  65

H uron Huron S p r in g w e l l s 67

N an k in 1 , 5 1 2 N ank in 8 6 G r e e n f i e l d 69

S um pter Sum pter Huron 71

Romulus 1 ,3 5 8 T a y lo r 8 2 Romulus 7 3

T a y lo r Romulus E c o r s e 7 7

Van B uren Van B uren T a y lo r 7 8

E c o r s e 1 ,1 2 1 E c o r s e 60 Sum pter 8 2
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APPENDIX D—Cont,

TABLE 2

WASHTENAW, OAKLAND, AND HILLSDALE BANNER TOWNS RANKED ACCORDING 
TO PER CENT FARM 1 - 4  AND URBAN 1 - 2 ,  COMPARED WITH 

AVERAGE VALUE OF FARMS AND AVERAGE VALUE 
OF TOOLS, 1 8 5 0

%Fm 1 - 4 ,  A v g o V a l0 A v g .V a l0
Ur 1 - 2  Farms T o o ls

W ashtenaw:

Salem 3 7 $ 1 ,7 9 8 1 2 6

Lima 41 2 , 0 6 7 9 4

P i t t s f i e l d 4 6 3 , 0 3 7 1 3 2

N o r t h f i e l d 5 9 1 , 8 0 7 80

Freedom 7 5 1 , 2 3 3 5 6

O a k la n d :

M i l f o r d 4 4 $ 1 ,7 3 5

A d d iso n 5 2

S p r i n g f i e l d 5 9

H o l ly 6 1

H i l l s d a l e :

L i t c h f i e l d 5 0 1 , 5 6 4 9 3

S c i p i o 5 1 1 , 7 7 5 90

"Wheatland 71 1 , 4 3 1 78

Camden 7 5 1 ,1 3 7 5 9

W r ig h t 79 1 ,1 1 0 69
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TABLE 1

BANNER TOWNS, OAKLAND, HILLSDALE, AND WASHTENAW, 
PER CENT FOREIGN-BORN, AND DEMOCRATIC STRENGTH

%FB D em .S t.  Di D i2

Freedom 70(1) 67 ( 4 .5 3 .5 12 .2 5

N o r t h f i e l d 4 1 (2 ) 67 (4 .5 ) 2 .5 6 .2 5

Lima 26(3) 37 (9) 6 36

M i l f o r d 22(4) 38 (8) 4 16

P i t t s  f i e l d 17(5) 32 (1 1 .5 5 .5 30 .2 5

S p r i n g f i e l d 15(6) 32 (1 1 .5 ) 4 .5 20 .25

S c i p i o 10(7) 34 (10) 3 9

H o l ly 8 (8) 69 (2) -6 36

Salem 8(9 ) 46 (7) -2 4

A d d iso n 6(10) 77 (1) -0 81

W r ig h t 6(11) 63 (6) -5 25

Camden 6 (12) 68 (3) -9 81

W h e a t lan d 4(1 3 ) ' 27 (13) 0 0

d . 2 =
i

3 5 7 .0

„  = , 6 (3 5 7 .0 )
j -  C  J -

2184'

= 1-2142 
2184

*" 1 -  ,98  = .02
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APPENDIX E — Cont.

TABLE 2

PER CENT NEW ENGLAND BORN, 1850, AND DEMOCRATIC STRENGTH,
1848-1852 , WAYNE COUNTY TOWNS

Nev; Eng. % 
(and rank)

Dem. 
(and rank) Di Di

Livonia 24 (1) 39(16) 15 225

Plymouth 21 (2) 38(17) 15 225

Nankin 1 9 (3 .5 ) 56(10) 6 .5 4 2 .2 5

Canton 1 9 (3 .5 ) 64(4) .5 .25

Van Buren 1 5 (5 .5 ) 6 0 (7 .5 ) 2 . 4

Huron 1 5 (5 .5 ) 54(11) 5 .5 3 0 .2 5

Dearborn 1 4 (7 .5 ) 6 0 (7 .5 ) 0 0

Sumpter 1 4 ( 7 .5 ) 47 (1 4 ) 6 .5 4 2 .2 5

Romulus 1 1 ( 9 .5 ) 6 0 (7 .5 ) -  2 4

Redford 1 1 ( 9 .5 66(3) -  6 .5 4 2 .2 5

Brownsown 10(11) 41(15) 4 13

Greenfield 9(13) 62(5) -  8 64

Taylor 9(13 37(18) 5 25

Monguagon 9(13) 6 0 (7 .5 ) -  5 .5 3 0 .2 5

Springwells 7(15) 53(12) -  3 9

Hamtramck 3(16) 70(2) -1 4 196

Grosse Pointe 2(17) 80(1) -1 6 256

Ecorse 1(18) 4 9(13 ) -  5 25

» i 2 - 12365 .00

6 ( 1 2 3 6 .5 ) +  1 -  7 4 1 9 .0  = 1 -  1 .2 8  = - . 2 8
r s "  5814 5814
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APPENDIX E -~ C o n t0 

TABLE 3

NEW ENGLAND BORN, 1850, BANNER TOWNS OF WASHTENAW, 
HILLSDALE, AND OAKLAND COUNTIES

7c N .E .B o rn  Dem.St„

Litchfield 25 35

Lima 20 37

Camden 19 68

Wheatland 18 27

Springfield 17 32

Pittsfield 17 32

Scipio 16 34

Holly 14 69

Addison 13 77

Milford 12 38

Wright 11 63

Salem 10 46

NorthfieId 9 67

Freedom 6 67
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